
BANK STREET EARNS NATIONAL ACCREDITATION OF PROGRAMS  
FOR TEACHER, SCHOOL LEADER PREPARATION  

 
New York, NY–June 7, 2021—The Association for Advancing Quality in 
Educator Preparation (AAQEP) has awarded full 7-year accreditation to the 
teacher and school leader preparation programs of the Bank Street 
Graduate School of Education. 
 
After reviewing the evidence collected through a process of self-study and 
peer review, the AAQEP Accreditation Commission issued the decision at its 
April 30 meeting along with the following rationale: 
 

The Commission evaluated the program’s evidence for each AAQEP 
standard and determined that all four standards are met. The 
program’s completers are prepared to work effectively as professional educators and are able to 
adapt to different contexts and to grow professionally. The program has the capacity to analyze 
and provide evidence for sustained actions and revisions on behalf of candidates, and it engages 
with stakeholders and partners to strengthen the P-20 education system. 
 
Throughout its work, the program prioritizes relationship and community, a holistic approach to 
assessment, and an antiracist orientation consistent with its progressive mission. A culture of 
collaborative inquiry supports a deep philosophical commitment to the ideals of public 
education. 
 

“Congratulations to Bank Street and to all of the faculty, staff, and stakeholders who have achieved their 
goal of national accreditation by AAQEP,” said AAQEP President and CEO Mark LaCelle-Peterson. “Bank 
Street’s commitment to collaborative inquiry and its holistic approach to assessment define its unique 
contribution to educator preparation and to the communities it serves.” 
 
National accreditation assures the quality of professional preparation programs through a 
nongovernmental, nonregulatory process of self-study and peer review. This standards- and evidence-
based process serves two broad aims: accountability and continuous improvement. The AAQEP model is 
also designed to honor local context and foster innovation and collaboration among institutions. AAQEP 
currently has members in 27 states and territories with over 150 educator preparation providers 
participating in the accreditation system. 
 
“We are gratified by AAQEP’s decision to accredit our programs,” said Cecelia Traugh, Dean, Bank Street 
Graduate School of Education. “The process allowed us to deepen our understanding of ourselves and to 
make apparent the high quality of Bank Street’s programs. We are proud to successfully meet AAQEP’s 
strong standards for educator preparation.” 
 

### 
 
About Bank Street College of Education 
Bank Street College of Education is a recognized leader in early childhood education, teacher and leader 
preparation, and the development of innovative practice in school systems across the country. For one 
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hundred years, Bank Street’s focus has been improving the education of children and their teachers by 
applying to the education process all available knowledge about learning and growth, and by connecting 
teaching and learning meaningfully to the outside world. Learn more about Bank Street Children’s 
Programs, Graduate School of Education, and Bank Street Education Center at bankstreet.edu. 
 
About AAQEP 
Founded in 2017, AAQEP is a membership association and quality assurance agency that provides 
accreditation services and formative support to all types of educator preparation providers. The 
organization promotes excellent, effective, and innovative educator preparation that is committed to 
evidence-based improvement in a collaborative professional environment. AAQEP is nationally 
recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. Visit aaqep.org for more information. 
 


