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Yonkers Public Schools Partners with Bank Street Education Center to 

Strengthen Middle School Math Education 
 

--Partnership Helps Educators Disrupt Inequities Impacting 
Black, Latinx, and Low-Income Students--  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Yonkers, New York––June 18, 2020––Success in math is a gatekeeper for career and college 
readiness.  

Yonkers Public Schools is pleased to announce its continued partnership with the Bank Street 
Education Center to strengthen middle school math education across Yonkers Public Schools serving 
seventh and eighth grades. Launched in 2018, the partnership will help more of the city’s Black, Latinx, 
and low-income students complete eighth grade math and be on track to earn their high school 
diplomas. The continued collaboration will expand upon its recent success in improving middle school 
math outcomes, including a six percentage point increase in eighth graders scoring proficient on the 
New York State math exam between 2018 and 2019.  

“For the last two years, our instructional leadership team has benefited from courageous conversations 
facilitated by Bank Street Education Center,” noted Dr. Edwin M. Quezada, Superintendent of 
Schools, Yonkers Public Schools. “Bank Street’s commitment to Yonkers coupled with their 
professional development expertise has garnered confidence amongst our educators. The work 
undertaken in the next five years will build coherence throughout the school system, provide 
transparency, and expand our approach to continuous improvement in a culture of risk-taking. Our 
strategic emphasis on middle grades mathematics instruction provides a foundation for success in high 
school and careers where proficiency in algebra is one of the criteria for graduating on time and access 
to college. Explicit attention to our most at-risk students is aligned with our values of diversity, equity, 
and inclusion. Because of this ongoing relationship with Bank Street, we are primed and ready to 
decisively move forward.”  

Bank Street and Yonkers educators will employ a “continuous improvement model” led by teacher 
teams and school leaders within each participating school, as well a team of district leaders dedicated 
to learning alongside school teams and setting the conditions for positive change to spread throughout 
the district. Through this work, Bank Street will help identify the root causes of inequitable student 
outcomes, develop and test new ideas in math teaching and learning, and encourage teachers and 
leaders to engage in a cycle of continuous learning and reflection to help impact student learning at 
scale. The process will facilitate coherence across all levels of Yonkers Public Schools, from the 
district’s central office and school leaders to teacher leaders and teachers. 
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“Our work with Yonkers Public Schools is designed to provide teachers and leaders with the resources 
and space needed to generate new ideas and ways to improve student learning experiences, especially 
for students who have been historically marginalized within our education system,” said Tracy Fray-
Oliver, Senior Associate Vice President, Bank Street Education Center. “Through a strengths-
based, learner-centered approach that embeds reflection on how child and adult development 
intersects with race and culture, we are partnering with educators to develop a deep understanding of 
how children learn and the instructional practices that help children succeed in both school and in life.” 

Bank Street will also facilitate inter-school collaboration, conduct district-level planning meetings and 
school-level trainings, and support school-based math teams in creating evidence-based interventions 
to help impact student learning. The five-year partnership will monitor and track student success 
through classroom-level data and student work. 

In a survey taken at the end of the 2018-19 school year, 100 percent of participating teachers and 
school leaders found the work to be relevant to their daily practice and useful for their professional 
growth.  

“Reflective practice is key to improving my teaching. I feel that I am building more confidence in my own 
teaching and that I am getting better at figuring out [students’] misconceptions,” said one participating 
teacher. “I have learned so much about how simple changes in the classroom can make a huge 
difference in student outcomes,” said another in the anonymous survey. 

“At Bank Street, we believe that teachers are best positioned to meet students ‘where they are’ and 
help them develop and realize their full potential. Through our work with Yonkers Public Schools, Bank 
Street is working alongside the district’s math educators to create learning environments and support 
structures that ensure all children feel a sense of belonging and lead to positive, equitable student 
outcomes at scale,” said Shael Polakow-Suransky, GSE ’00, President, Bank Street College.  

This work is made possible by an $11.2M Networks for School Improvement grant from the  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

### 

About Yonkers Public Schools 
Yonkers Public Schools is the fourth largest district in New York, Yonkers is a vibrant learning 
community with a diverse population of 27,000 students in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12 across 
39 schools. Yonkers’ 86% on-time graduation rate is higher than the other “Big Five” districts in the 
state and above the state average. yonkerspublicschools.org 

Yonkers My Brother’s Keeper (YonkersMBK), initiated by the Yonkers Public Schools, joined the 
national MBK movement in 2016 with Yonkers Mayor Mike Spano and Rev. Dr.Jim Bostic, 
Nepperhan Community Center. Yonkers has produced dozens of dynamic programs to close the 
opportunity and achievement gaps for boys and young men of color. Yonkers MBK has been 
recognized as a state and national leader by former President Barack Obama, the New York State 
Education Department, and the Campaign for Black Male Achievement. In 2018, Yonkers MBK’s 
lead community organization won 1 of 10 MBK Community Impact Awards from the Obama 
Foundation. For more information, visit yonkerspublicschools.org/MBK and follow us on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram @YonkersMBK. 

About Bank Street College of Education 
Bank Street College of Education is a recognized leader in early childhood education, teacher and 
leader preparation, and the development of innovative practice in school systems across the country. 
For one hundred years, Bank Street’s focus has been improving the education of children and their 
teachers by applying to the education process all available knowledge about learning and growth, and 
by connecting teaching and learning meaningfully to the outside world. Learn more about Bank Street 
Children’s Programs, Graduate School of Education, and Bank Street Education Center at 
bankstreet.edu. 


