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In her pursuit of justice in the wake of priest abuse revelations,  
Grace forges a new spiritual path and a more centered and happy life. 

At the age of eighteen, soon after her mother’s early 

death, Grace Schreiber makes a desperate choice to flee 

Buffalo, NY for San Francisco. Some years later, 

unsettled and disappointed by love, she escapes to work in 

Los Angeles, where she meets the open-hearted and 

honest Frankie, recently released from prison. Frankie’s 

essays about his childhood relationship to an abusive 

priest will change his life and hers.   
At the behest of her estranged sister, Grace leaves LA 

and returns to Buffalo to care for her aging and very 

conservative dad. She volunteers at St. Laurence House and 

becomes enamored by its world-weary residents. She finds 

solace in new friendships with her neighbors Brian and 

Mountain, the radical Sister Genevieve and the gregarious 

and charming Father Luke, all of whom encourage her to 

challenge the intransigence of the Catholic Church. Her 

relationship to the pregnant runaway Crystal forces her to 

face her own life choices and embrace a whole new world 

of possibilities.  
Long Time Gone is the story of how Grace’s journey 

into the Catholic Church of her childhood enables her to 

confront her troubled past and unlock its many difficult 

secrets, find love in unexpected places, and cultivate a 

renewed spirituality.   

Anne Meisenzahl has taught adult education and 

exceptional education and written curricula for 
over thirty-five years. She earned a Master’s 

Degree in Elementary and Exceptional Education 
from Bank Street College and an MFA in 

Creative Writing from Florida State University. 
Her poems and non-fiction have been published 

in The Georgetown Review, Teaching Tolerance, White Pelican 
Review, Ars Medica, Penumbra, Apalachee Review, and Life on 

the Line. She lives with her husband, the writer Roger Peace, in 

Tallahassee, Florida, and is a mother and grandmother. This is her 

first novel. 
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 Long Time Gone is literary fiction that deals with 

complex moral issues. The prose is realistic and 

will appeal to readers who enjoy character-driven 

novels laced with humor and emotional 

intelligence.  

 Relax. Read. Repeat.
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