
The Bank Street Graduate School of Education prepares exceptional educators who enter the world ready to make 
a difference in the classrooms and communities in which children and adults live and learn. Built on a distinct set 
of progressive principles, the Graduate School of Education helps teachers, caregivers, and leaders acquire the 
knowledge and skills necessary to plan, create, and maintain effective learning environments that meet the needs of 
all learners.

The Bank Street Approach
At the Graduate School, students gain insight into the 
developmental-interaction approach to teaching and learning, 
which recognizes that children learn best when teachers build 
learning relationships based on children’s development and when 
children are actively engaged with materials, ideas, and people. 
With this in mind, the Graduate School trains students in practices 
that encourage children and adults to be curious, to ask questions, 
to love learning, and to respectfully engage with the world around 
them.

Graduate students at Bank Street hone their skills through a 
unique, three-tiered model that combines the study of human 

development, pedagogical and leadership practices that support all students’ learning, and sustained clinical 
experience to ensure significant development as an educator or leader. In addition to coursework, students participate 
in supervised fieldwork and advisement, allowing them to translate theory into practice by spending three to five days 
a week in the field for a full academic year. Studies culminate in an integrative master’s project, in which students 
complete a rigorous body of work fusing their experiences in the field with their coursework.

Our Degree Programs
Bank Street Graduate School of Education offers degree programs leading to the Master of Science (M.S.), Master of 
Science in Education (M.S.Ed.), or the advanced Master of Education (Ed.M.) degrees and other certificate programs. 
All programs are registered with the New York State Education Department and most lead to New York State 
certification.

Bank Street Graduate School of Education

Teacher Preparation Programs:
Adolescent Mathematics Education
Adolescent Special Education
Childhood General and Special Education
Cross Age (Early Childhood and Childhood)
Curriculum and Instruction
Dual Language/Bilingual
Early Childhood General and Special Education
Infant & Family Development and Early Intervention
Museum Education
Reading and Literacy
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages
Teacher Leadership in Mathematics

Educational Leadership Programs:
Early Childhood Leadership
Future School Leaders Academy
Leadership for Educational Change
Leadership in Mathematics Education
Leadership in Museum Education
Progressive Leadership Program
School District Leadership (non-degree)

Child Life Programs:
Child Life Online
Child Life Online: Advanced Standing

Individualized Master’s Program:
Studies in Education
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The Graduate School At a Glance
The Graduate School’s powerful approach to preparation helps students develop a dynamic, thorough, and humanistic 
foundation for their careers in education. We create educators and leaders that are confident, well prepared, and 
ready to thrive as effective educators in diverse settings.

• Serves 700 graduate students across 50+ degree & certification programs
• Over half of students receive financial aid
• 98.2% pass rate on various NY State certification exams (2017)

Support for Educators and Schools
The Bank Street Graduate School is also home to a number of programs designed to extend Bank Street’s reach:

Continuing Professional Studies
Offers short-format courses that provide practitioners with practical strategies strongly grounded in theory. Classes are 
open to all educators and are completed for graduate-level credit, Continuing Teacher and Leader hours, or Continuing 
Education Units.

Early Childhood Urban Education Initiative: Bronx Cohort
Provides qualified early childhood educators working in New York City’s most high-need communities with convenient 
and affordable access to Bank Street’s Early Childhood Education master’s degree.

Emotionally Responsive Practice
Provides ongoing professional development services and on-site consultations to help early childhood and elementary 
school teachers and leaders develop emotionally responsive school routines, curricula, and adult-child interactions 
throughout the school day.

Guttman Center for Early Care & Education
Provides professional development to early childhood professionals in family child care programs and centers serving 
infants and toddlers in New York City’s historically marginalized communities at no cost.

Straus Center for Young Children & Families
Advances research and practice supporting the development and learning of children from prenatal to age eight.

Travel Programs
Provides an immersive hands-on travel experience to countries including Morocco, Costa Rica, Cuba, and Argentina 
offering students the opportunity to broaden their knowledge of teaching and learning in other cultures.

Scholarship & Innovation
Centennial Innovation Fund
This new initiative provides faculty and staff small seed grants to foster learning collaborations, research, and scholarship 
across content areas, functions, and divisions within Bank Street College. The Fund’s mission is to help broaden and 
deepen the College’s work within and beyond our community.

Library
The Library is both a physical space at Bank Street College that provides children, families, faculty, and graduate students 
with resources and materials to support their education as well as a team that supports the intellectual growth and 
development of the broader Bank Street community. Hosting events such as the annual BookFest, the Children’s Book 
Committee and Irma Black awards, the Spanish Speaking Author and Illustrator Series, and regular Library Salons, the 
Library supports opportunities to celebrate the great work of our faculty, students, and alumni and to foster discussion 
of a broad range of ideas that ensure our intellectual growth with new insight and historic context.

Occasional Paper Series
Published twice a year, the Occasional Paper Series is Bank Street’s primary scholarly publication. It is a forum for work 
that extends, deepens, and tests the progressive legacy on which the College is built. The series has an important voice in 
national and international conversations about what it means to educate in a democracy while meeting the interrelated 
demands of equity and excellence.


