
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out on or after May 18 
are due September 17. 

• If you would like to keep any children’s books that 
were checked out before May 18 for the summer, 
please renew them.  Otherwise, please return them 
by their due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

(Upper School) 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
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7 Ways to make Summer Reading  
a NON-CHORE! 

 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 



Non-Fiction 

Boots on the Ground: America’s War 
In Vietnam by Elizabeth Partridge 
Explores the Vietnam War from 
different points of view: American 
soldiers, an American military nurse, 
and a Vietnamese refugee. 

We Will Not Be Silent 
by Russell Freedman 
The true story of the White Rose, a 
group of students in Nazi Germany 
who were active undercover agents of 
the resistance movement against Hitler 
and his regime. 

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native 
American Women Ed. Mary Beth 
Leatherdale & Lisa Charleyboy 
The strong voices of Indigenous 
women counter stories of abuse, 
humiliation, and stereotyping in 
this collection of essays, poems, 
interviews, and art. 13+. 

See How They Run by Susan E. 
Goodman and Elwood H. Smith 
Gives a short and funny history of 
democracy itself, explains the systems 
unique to the United States, and 
urges citizens to exercise their rights. 

Quest for the Tree Kangaroo 
by Sy Montgomery 
Adventurous scientists search for the 
elusive and way-cute tree kangaroo 
in Papua New Guinea’s cloud forest. 

Flesh and Blood So Cheap 
by Albert Marrin 
Tells the story of the infamous fire 
in a New York factory, how workers 
perished because the doors were 
locked, and its place in the history 
of the labor movement. 

The Book of Blood: From Legends 
and Leeches to Vampires and Veins 
by H.P. Newquist 
Explores the dark and often 
gruesome tales about blood, which 
has been both feared and 
respected throughout history. 

Fourth Down and Inches 
 by Carla Killough McClafferty 
Looks at the origins of football and 
recent research on concussion and 
traumatic brain injuries. 

Stonewall: Breaking Out in the Fight 
for Gay Rights by Ann Bausum 
In 1969, when being Gay was criminal, 
police regularly raided the safe haven 
Stonewall Inn—until, one night, the 
crowd refused to go. 



Non-Fiction, cont’d. 

At Her Majesty’s Request: An African 
Princess In Victorian England 
by Walter Dean Myers 
Biography of Sarah Forbes Bonetta, who 
was taken from Africa (present-day 
Benin and Nigeria) to England and 
raised as Queen Victoria’s goddaughter. 

Fred Korematsu Speaks Up 
by Laura Atkins and Stan Yogi 
In 1941 the U.S. government forced 
all people of Japanese ancestry to 
leave their homes on the West 
Coast and move to distant prison 
camps. This included Fred 
Korematsu. But Fred refused to go. 

Calling All Minds: How to Think 
and Create Like an Inventor 
by Temple Grandin 
Personal stories, inventions, and 
facts that will blow young 
inventors' minds, from the world-
renowned inventor and activist 
Temple Grandin. 

Primates: The Fearless Science of Jane 
Goodall, Dian Fossey, and Biruté 
Galdikas by Jim Ottaviani & Maris Wicks 
The true story of three scientists who 
risked their lives for research that 
forever changed the way we think 
about primates--including ourselves. 

Roses and Radicals by Susan Zimet 
Traces the history of the seventy-year 
movement for women’s suffrage in the 
United States, and the leaders who 
devoted their lives to ratifying the 19th 
Amendment. 

Ida M. Tarbell: The Woman Who 
Challenged Big Business—And Won! 
by Emily Arnold McCully 
Ida M. Tarbell, one of the first 
investigative journalists, exposed the 
corrupt practices of John D. Rockefeller 
and Standard Oil. 

A Young People’s History of the 
United States by Howard Zinn, 
Adapted by Rebecca Stefoff 
From Columbus to Emancipation to 
the War on Terror, the story of the 
United States of America. 

Chuck Close: Face Book by Chuck Close 
Describes the creative processes Close 
uses in the studio and his struggles to 
navigate the world with dyslexia, 
prosopagnosia, and paralysis. Includes 
a self-portrait mix-and-match section 
with divided pages to flip, which 
demonstrates his techniques. 

Alexander Hamilton, Revolutionary 
by Martha Brockenbrough 
Born out of wedlock on a small island in 
the West Indies and orphaned as a 
teenager, Alexander Hamilton rose to a 
position of power in colonial America. 



Poetry 

Mary’s Monster by Lita Judge 
The true story of Mary Shelley and her 
scandal-filled life. Mary poured her 
passion, grief, and pain into creating 
Frankenstein. 13+ 

You Can Fly: The Tuskegee Airmen 
by Carole Boston Weatherford 
I WANT YOU! says the poster of 
Uncle Sam. But if you're a young 
black man in 1940, he doesn't want 
you in the cockpit of a war plane. 
Yet you are determined not to let 
that stop your dream of flying. 

Finding Wonders by Jeanine Atkins 
Three time periods. Three girls 
(Maria Merian, Mary Anning, and 
Maria Mitchell). Three ground-
breaking scientists. 

Audacity by Melanie Crowder 
A historical fiction novel in verse 
detailing the life of Clara Lemlich and 
her struggle for women's labor rights 
in early 20th-century New York. 

One Last Word by Nikki Grimes 
The author looks afresh at the poets of 
the Harlem Renaissance, including 
voices like Langston Hughes, Georgia 
Douglas Johnson, and many more.  
Their voices combine with hers in this 
collection of poetry. 

The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson 
Elementary by Laura Shovan 
The graduating 5th-grade class of 
Emerson Elementary tries to save 
their school from being torn down to 
make way for a supermarket. 

Voices in the Air: Poems for Listeners 
by Naomi Shihab Nye 
Poems pay tribute to essential voices, 
past and present, that have the power 
to provoke us, lead us, and give us hope. 

What the Heart Knows 
by Joyce Sidman 
A collection of poems to 
provide comfort, courage, and 
humor at difficult or daunting 
moments in life. 

A Time To Dance by Padma Venkatraman 
After losing her leg in an accident, a girl 
who excels at Bharatanatyam dance 
struggles to regain her passion and find a 
new peace.  Told in verse. 



The Place Between Breaths by An Na 
Grace fears that she will succumb to 
the schizophrenia that took her mother 
away, while she and her father work for 
a genetics lab rushing to find a cure. 

Fiction 

The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon 
Two teens--Daniel, the son of Korean 
shopkeepers, and Natasha, whose 
Jamaican family is undocumented--
cross paths in New York City and are 
never the same again. 

Lucy and Linh by Alice Pung 
In Australia, Lucy tries to balance her 
life at home surrounded by her 
Chinese immigrant family with her 
life at a pretentious private school.  

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
As the elevator stops on each floor, 
someone connected to Shawn gets 
on. Someone already dead. Dead 
by gun violence. And each has 
something to share with Will. 

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 
In a futuristic world, Nailer scavenges 
copper wiring from grounded oil 
tankers for a living, but when he finds 
a beached clipper ship with a girl in 
the wreckage, he must decide 
whether to strip the ship for its 
wealth or rescue the girl. 

Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar 
In 1960s New York, fifth-grader Ruthie, 
a Cuban-Jewish immigrant, must rely on 
books, art, her family, and friends in her 
multicultural neighborhood when an 
accident puts her in a body cast. 

Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani 
Pri has so many questions. Why did her 
mother abandon her home in India 
years ago? What was it like there? And 
most importantly, who is her father, 
and why did her mom leave him 
behind? A magical pashmina may hold 
the answers. 

Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson 
Jade is tired of being singled out as 
someone who needs help, someone 
people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, 
to create, to express her joys and 
sorrows, her pain and her hope. 

Doll Bones by Holly Black 
Zach, Alice, and Poppy—who might 
or might not be a liar—embark on a 
terrifying quest to bury a doll made 
from the ashes of a dead girl. 



Fiction, cont’d 

The Pants Project by Cat Clarke 
Liv knows he is a boy, even though he 
was assigned “girl” at birth. But at 
Bankridge Middle School, the dress 
code means he can't wear pants. Only 
skirts. So Operation: Pants Project 
begins! 

Betty Before X 
by Ilyasah Shabazz and Renée Watson 
Betty believes her mother loves her, but 
she can't shake the feeling that her mother 
doesn't want her. But she finds purpose in 
fighting racism, and the Civil Rights icon we 
now know as Dr. Betty Shabazz is born. 

The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez 
Maria Luisa starts seventh grade with a 
bang--violating the dress code with her 
punk rock aesthetic and spurning the 
middle school's most popular girl in 
favor of starting a band with a group of 
like-minded weirdos. 

I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter by Erika L. Sánchez 
When her sister dies in a tragic 
accident, Julia, who longs to go to 
college and move into a home of her 
own, discovers from mutual friends 
that her sister may not have been as 
perfect as everyone believed. 

Rebel Seoul by Axie Oh 
Jaewon must decide whether he is 
loyal to the totalitarian government 
that promises to end all war, the 
nationalist rebels his father followed, 
or the crime syndicate staging a coup. 

The Belles by Dhonielle Clayton 
In the opulent world of Orleans, Belles 
are revered, for they control Beauty, 
and Beauty is a commodity coveted 
above all else. But all is not as it seems, 
as Camellia, a Belle, discovers. 

The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline 
In a future world ravaged by global 
warming, the only people still able to 
dream are Native people - and it is their 
marrow that holds the cure for the rest of 
the world. But getting the marrow means 
death for the unwilling donors. 13+ 

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Esperanza and her mother are forced 
to leave their life of privilege in 
Mexico to go work in the labor camps 
of Southern California, where they 
must adapt to the harsh 
circumstances facing Mexican farm 
workers in the 1930s. 

Mother of the Sea by Zetta Elliott 
When her village is raided, a teenager 
finds herself on a brutal voyage across 
the Atlantic. But a small child warns 
her that her mother--a fierce warrior--
is coming to claim them all. 13+ 
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