
Important Dates and Numbers 
 

• Any children’s books checked out on or after May 18 
are due September 17. 

• If you would like to keep any children’s books that 
were checked out before May 18 for the summer, 
please renew them.  Otherwise, please return them 
by their due dates. 

• Kids may have up to 10 books out at a time for the 
summer.  Grown-ups may have up to 25. 

Summer Reading 
at Bank Street 

(Lower School) 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Inside you will find, compiled by your librarian: 
• Tips to make summer reading a non-chore 
• Summer reading recommendations 
 

The library is open all summer; please come 
visit us to refresh your reading options. 
 

Enjoy! 
-Allie 
abruce@bankstreet.edu 
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7 Ways to make Summer Reading  
a NON-CHORE! 

 

Studies show that kids read more when they see others reading*—so make time 

to read yourself.  Curl up with a book, right where your kid can see you. 

 

Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of comprehension, vocabulary, 

and reading speed.** Remember that “reading” is not just novels; picture books, 

non-fiction, magazines, comics, and audiobooks all count. 

 

Kids often report that they have a hard time finding books that they like. If that 

happens, have a friend recommend books. Your kids are much more likely to 

enjoy something recommended by a friend than by a grown-up. 

 

Plan regular trips to the library to refresh your reading options.  Bank Street 

Library is open Mon-Thurs 9-9:45; Fri 9-5; Sat 10-5 (August Mon-Fri 9-5).   

Check out your local public library, too. 

 

Visit bookstores for author events and storyhours, and invite friends too!   

Check bankstreetbooks.com for Bank Street Bookstore’s calendar. 

 

Make bookstore visits a treat. Give kids a set amount of money to buy a book or 

two, and just let it go when they choose The Day My Butt Went Psycho. 

 

To understand what your child may be feeling about reading-as-chore, read 

Summer Reading Is Killing Me (Jon Scieszka) or Moxy Maxwell Does Not Love 

Stuart Little (Peggy Elizabeth Gifford). 

 
*Krashen, Stephen D. The Power of Reading: Insights From the Research. Libraries Unlimited: USA, 2004. 

**Ibid. 



A Is For Activist 
by Innosanto Nagara 
Learn about community, equity, 
and fighting for justice with 
alliteration, rhyming, and vibrant 
illustrations. 

The People Shall Continue 
by Simon J. Ortiz 
An epic poem traces the history of 
Native peoples, telling stories of 
community, survival, and strength in 
the face of invasion and European 
atrocities. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts 

Festival of Colors 
by Kabir & Surishtha Sehgal 
Siblings Chintoo and Mintoo collect 
flowers and press the petals into a fine 
powder as they prepare for Holi, the 
Indian springtime Festival of Colors. 

Keith Haring: The Boy Who Just Kept 
Drawing by Kay A. Haring 
The story of the life and art of Keith 
Haring, focusing on his humanity, his 
love for children, and his disregard 
for the establishment art world. 

Hawk Mother by Kara Hagedorn 
Sunshine, a red-tailed hawk, can no 
longer fly free or lay fertile eggs. But 
her instinct to be a mother is strong. 
What will happen when two baby 
chickens find themselves in her nest? 

My Colors, My World/Mis Colores, Mi 
Mundo by Maya Christina Gonzalez 
Maya, who lives in the dusty desert, 
opens her eyes wide to find the colors in 
her world, from Papi's black hair and 
Mami's orange and purple flowers to 
Maya's red swing set and the fiery pink 
sunset. 

Dreaming Up: A Celebration of 
Building by Christy Hale 
Illustrations and photographs 
show how young children's 
constructions are reflected in 
notable works of architecture 
from around the world. 

How Many Jelly Beans? 
by Andrea Menotti 
Starting with ten, each page 
shows more and more colorful 
candies, leading up to a giant 
fold-out surprise--ONE MILLION 
JELLY BEANS! 



They She He Me: Free To Be! 
by Maya Christina Gonzalez 
Pronouns serve as a familiar starting 
point for kids and grown-ups to 
expand ideas about gender and 
celebrate who they are. 

Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers 
It’s a small trait of the Statue of Liberty: 
Her right foot is mid-stride. What does it 
mean, though? History holds the answer, 
which is rooted in acceptance and 
inclusion. 

Water Land by Christy Hale 
Switches between bodies of water 
and corresponding land masses 
with the simple turn of a page. As 
the story unfolds, readers will see 
just how connected the earth and 
the water really are. 

Non-Fiction/Concepts, cont’d. 

Teammates by Peter Golenbock 
When Jackie Robinson joined the Dodgers, 
most of his fellow baseball players hurt him 
with racist words and actions; but Pee-Wee 
Reese, his teammate and friend, supported 
and defended him. 

The William Hoy Story by Nancy Churlin 
When deaf William Hoy couldn’t hear 
the umpire, he asked him to use hand 
signals. That day, he finally got on 
base—and also forever changed the 
way the game is played. 

Benny Doesn’t Like to Be Hugged 
by Zetta Elliott 
A young girl, who knows her 
autistic friend Benny very well, 
describes what he likes and what 
he doesn’t like. This book can help 
start conversations about consent, 
as well as learning style. 

A Morning With Grandpa by Sylvia Liu 
Mei Mei attempts some t'ai chi forms 
as her grandfather demonstrates 
them, then tries to teach him basic 
yoga poses. 

Red-Eyed Tree Frog by Joy Cowley 
Breathtaking photos show a frog 
searching for food while also being 
careful not to become dinner for 
another animal. 

Viva Frida by Yuyi Morales 
Artist Frida Kahlo, manifested both as 
a puppet and as an acrylic-painted 
figure, sees, plays, dreams, creates, 
and  lives. 



Before She Was Harriet  
by Lesa Cline-Ransome 
A lush biography-in-verse of 
Harriet Tubman, whose courage 
and compassion make her larger 
than life. 

Flutter & Hum: Animal Poems / 
Aleteo y Zumbido: Poemas de 
Animales by Julie Paschkis 
All sorts of animals flutter and 
hum, dance and stretch, slither 
and leap their way through this 
collection of poems. 

Let’s Clap, Jump, Sing & Shout 
by Patricia McKissack 
A well-researched collection of 
classic African American games, 
songs, poems, stories, and more. 

In the Sea by David Elliott 
Lighthearted poems introduce the 
diversity of underwater life and 
consider the behaviors and 
interactions of creatures, ranging 
from sea horses and spiny sea 
urchins to sharks and blue whales. 

Family Poems for Every Day of the 
Week by Francisco X Alarcón  
A bilingual collection of poetry 
celebrating the days of the week and 
everyday childhood experiences. 

Poetry 

Fresh-Picked Poetry 
by Michelle Schaub 
Poems at the farmers' market 
invite readers to look, eat, and 
learn while perusing the stands. 

Honey, I Love 
by Eloise Greenfield 
A collection of sixteen poems 
that speak of love and the joys of 
everyday life, as experienced by 
a child. 

The Neighborhood Mother Goose 
by Nina Crews 
A collection of nursery rhymes 
illustrated with warm, sparkling 
photographs of a city neighborhood. 

Drum City by Thea Guidone 
A young boy begins banging on pots 
and pans in his front yard, enticing 
other children to join him, and before 
long the entire city is feeling the beat. 



¡El Gallo Que No Se Callaba! / The Rooster 
Who Would Not Be Quiet! 
by Carmen Agra Deedy 
Elected mayor of La Paz for his promise to 
make things more peaceful, Don Pepe 
outlaws singing—until a rooster begins 
crowing persistently and will not stop. 

Blocks by Irene Dickson 
Ruby has red blocks.  Benji has blue 
blocks. What will happen when both 
children refuse to share? 

Fiction 

Niko Draws a Feeling by Bob Raczka 
No one understands the abstract 
pictures that Niko draws, until a 
new friend sees the thought and 
feeling within his shapes and forms. 

Neither by Airlie Anderson 
Because Neither is unlike both the 
rabbits and birds of the Land of 
This and That, it sets out to find a 
new place where all kinds of 
creatures are welcome. 

What’s My Superpower? 
by Aviaq Johnston 
Nalvana thinks she must be the only kid 
in town without a superpower. But 
then her mom shows Nalvana that she 
is special--and that her superpower 
was right in front of her all along. 

Kunu’s Basket by Lee DeCora Francis 
Feeling frustrated when his first 
attempt to weave a basket fails, a 
Penobscot Indian boy receives help and 
encouragement from his grandfather. 

Milo’s Museum by Zetta Elliott 
Milo gradually realizes that the 
people from her community are 
missing from the museum. When 
her aunt urges her to find a solution, 
Milo takes matters into her own 
hands and opens her own museum. 

Tiger In My Soup by Kashmira Sheth 
Left in the care of his older sister, a 
boy begs her to read his favorite 
book, but she is too absorbed in her 
own reading even to notice when a 
tiger comes to life in the steam from 
his soup. 

Drawn Together by Minh Lê 
When a young boy visits his 
grandfather, their lack of a common 
language leads to confusion, 
frustration, and silence. But as they 
sit down to draw together, 
something magical happens. 



When We Were Alone 
by David A. Robertson 
An inquisitive young girl, working in the 
garden with her kókom, asks a series of 
questions and learns about her 
grandmother’s struggle and survival at 
an American Indian boarding school. 

I Walk With Vanessa by Kerascoët 
After a child witnesses another 
child being targeted, she organizes 
and inspires a community to stand 
up to bullying. 

Quackers by Liz Wong 
Quackers has always believed that he is 
a duck, but when he meets new friends 
who look like him and call themselves 
cats, he has to re-think things. 

¡Si, Se Puede! / Yes, We Can!: Janitor 
Strike in L.A. by Diana Cohn 
When Carlitos‘ mother leads her co-
workers in a strike, Carlitos supports 
her by making posters in his class and 
joining the marchers. 

Fiction, cont’d. 

Yaffa and Fatima: Shalom, Salaam 
by Fawzia Gilani-Williams 
Yaffa and Fatima live on neighboring 
date farms. When very little rain leads 
to a poor harvest, both women go to 
extra measures to make sure that their 
neighbor doesn't go hungry. 

Sparkle Boy by Lesléa Newman 
Three-year-old Casey wants what his 
older sister, Jessie, has--a shimmery 
skirt, glittery painted nails, and a 
sparkly bracelet--but Jessie does not 
approve, at first. 

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 
After he passes his swimming test, little 
Jabari decides he's ready to try jumping 
off the diving board; but when the big 
moment arrives, Jabari needs a moment 
to work up the courage. 

Ling and Ting: Not Exactly the 
Same by Grace Lin 
Ling and Ting are identical twins 
that people think are exactly the 
same, but time and again they 
prove to be different. 

Jingle Dancer by Cynthia Leitich Smith 
Jenna, a member of the Muscogee 
Creek Nation, borrows jingles from the 
dresses of several friends and relatives 
so that she can dance at the powwow. 
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