
Straus Center for Young Children and Families

The Straus Center for Young Children & Families at Bank Street College was founded in 2015 to advance practice-
oriented research that supports the well-being of young children and their families. Through this work, the center 
supports all children’s holistic development with a special focus on enhancing the prospects of children affected by 
poverty, trauma, and toxic stress.

Building an Evidence Base
Building on Bank Street’s longstanding history of using observational research to inform practice, the Straus Center 
focuses on producing and disseminating new scholarship and research-based recommendations to help practitioners 
and policymakers effect meaningful change in the many settings where young children develop. The center employs 
a strategic, multipronged approach that explores the most effective ways to strengthen the quality of early care and 
education and addresses key challenges in the field by:

• Employing a range of mixed-method research designs to both capture early childhood programming in action  
and better understand the effects on young children;

• Implementing a strengths-based approach to engage practitioners, families, and community members in  
participatory research projects that incorporate their important perspectives and voices in practice  
improvement efforts;

• Recognizing and valuing the diversity of children and families as central to high-quality early care and education 
practices; and

• Effectively communicating research on approaches, models, and strategies that positively impact young children, 
their families, and their communities.

Through this carefully designed agenda, the Straus Center is building an evidence base for the strongest early 
childhood education models and policies that quickly surfaces what works and what doesn’t, allowing researchers  
to identify what can be replicated at scale.
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