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I 
n 1916, the classroom was a place where a grownup (the schoolmarm) poured a steady 
stream of dates and facts and figures into tidy rows of empty, pint-sized containers 
(the children). Only a very few visionaries could imagine a different sort of classroom. 

One of them was Lucy Sprague Mitchell, who in 1916 founded the Bureau of Educational 
Experiments, later to become Bank Street College of Education. 

Lucy Mitchell saw children not as a collection of uniform "empty containers" but as 
unique and complex human beings, blessed at birth with a passionate desire to learn 
about the world around them-a desire which, if nurtured, would fuel a lifetime of 
learning. She believed-and in 1916 this amounted to heresy-that people learn best 
when they want to learn, and that school should be an involving place, a place where 
children wanted to be. So she and her colleagues set out to discover how to make schools 
that kind of place. The Bureau's mission was to find out what kind of environments 
children needed to grow and develop to their fullest potential, and to teach other adults 
to create and maintain those environments. 

Lucy Sprague Mitchell herself said ilbestin her Credo for Bank Street: 

What potentialities in human beings--children, teachers, and ourselves-Jo we want to see 
develop? 

- A zest for living that comes from taking in the world with all five senses alert. 
- Lively intellectual curiosities that turn the world into an exciting laboratory and keep one ever 

a learner. 
- Flexibility when confronted with change and ability to relinquish patterns that no longer fit 

the present. 
- The courage to work, unafraid and efficiently, in a world of new needs, new problems, and new 

ideas. 
- Gentleness combined with justice in passing judgments on other human beings. 
- Sensitivity, not only to the external formal rights of the "other fellow," but to him as another 

human being seeking a good life through his own standards. 
- A striving to live democratically, in and out of schools, as the best way to advance our concept 

of democracy. 
Our credo demands ethical standards as well as scientific attitudes. Our work is based on the 

faith that human beings can improve the society they have created. 

That was the Bureau of Educational Experiments then-a small institution centered on 
children, and brimming with energy and faith in the future. It is Bank Street today. 

BANK STREET'S GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Bank Street attracts mature and talented students. Some are recent liberal arts graduates 
just beginning their professional education. Some are experienced teachers who wish to 
enhance their effectiveness or tackle a new area of specialization. Others are second
career adults who perceive work in child advocacy professions as more rewarding than 
their original careers. Among our students this year are an art historian, a publisher, and 
a horticulturalist who plans to work with special needs children. Very often second
career students are people who have been successful on the "fast track" but who have 
come to believe that teaching is the right track for them. 

Students who choose Bank Street are interested not merely in being educators, but in 
being outstanding educators. As graduates, they go on to be leaders in classrooms and 
school systems, in hospitals, in child care and nursery schools, in museums-wherever 
the education of children takes place. Graduates of Bank Street work in state departments 
of education, direct schools, study and write about and for children, edit children's books 
and textbooks, and design toys and other materials for children. 

Bank Street students are people who want to continue to grow throughout their careers. 
They come to Bank Street to acquire the personal and professional knowledge and skills 
they need to become, and to teach others to become, "lifelong learners." 

A Bank Street education is not an end but a beginning. 

THE BANK STREET CAMPUS 
Although Bank Street is a small school-no danger of being lost in a crowd here-it could 
be said to have one of the world's largest and most varied campuses, New York City. 
Covering 301 square miles, the city includes parks, rivers, and more museums, theaters, 
concert halls, and cabarets than any other city in the world. Its uniquely broad range of 
neighborhoods attests to the city's exciting diversity. Bank Street's immediate environs 
are no exception. On the Upper West Side, aspects of small-town life coalesce with big
city living. If hearing half a dozen languages spoken in as many blocks reminds you that 
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