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On March 30 the I-Iastmgs Board of

'Educau{m appointed:Jennifer Spirelli -

}-as'the next principal of Farragiit Mid-
| -dle School: On July 1, she will take over
| that position from Gaﬂ Kipper, whe is
{ retiring after21. years as; the school’s top
| admiinistrator. -
- Spirelli, 38; is. currently the prma—
| pal‘of the middle school in. Somers, in
] :-northem Westchester. . =

| ¥ “We are excited that ‘she is. ]ommg
- us,” Hastings Schools Superintersdent
Valerie Henning-Piedmonte stated.

“Both her previous supérintendent and- .

“principal praised her for her leadership,
wonderful relationships with parents,
-teachers,. children, and her co]leagues,
and the sbility to support teachers in a}l

- curricitim ar
Contacted at- her home in Ar(.isle}r on

April 3, Spirelti said she and her husband,
Robert, a high schooi math teacher in -

Sleepy Hollow, ‘were staying home with

their two preschoolers; Owen and Riley, -
and taking walks with their dog, a Boxer °

named I\«hck. “Like every other family,
‘we'retrying to firid a balance,” she said,

The sense of community in Hastings

“was one factor that attracted Spirelli,
She was impressed by the results of a

‘student survey that revealed that stu- -

‘dents felt connected to theif teachers.
- She also connected with the values she
percelved in Hastings.

“The. schoois are the cénter of the
she said. “It’s really a -

commuaity,”
smail-town feel, and I wanted to be a
part of that.,”

Prior to joining the Somers School - MEEEIEIN=
* Jennifer Spirefli-

| District in 2016, Spirelli was a middle and
high school science teacher in the New
York City schoo] system for nine years,

" She was recognized as a Master-Teach- .

er, was nominated for the Fellows of the
Academy of Teachers, and was honored
by the National Science Teachers Associa-

. tion, Shé served 45 an adjunct professor of
forensic science for the Syracuse Universi-
ty Projéct Advance program.

Spirelli earned a bachelor’s degree
in biology, with a minor in chemistry,
from SUNY Oneonta, and went on to
earn a master’s degree in secondary
education from SUNY Cortland and a
master’s in educational leadership from
Bank Street College of Education.

An avid volleyball player, Splrelh
-coached volleyball for summer camps

during college. The éxperience, she said, -

| “helped me realize I loved coaching and
teaching.” On that basis, she decided to
pursue a career in education instead of
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becommg a biochemist.
- Diuring her four yeat
Spirelli led a variety of initiatives,
including launching an Interndtional
Baccalayreate (IB) program in the mid-

" die school. “We are applying for.candi- -

dacy this ¢ coming fall,” she said. “There

- is'a lot of rigor for students and teach-

ers. It's a conceptual way of teac:hm.g ”
She also wotked on a program called
LIFE (Living Inclusweiy for Everyone),

which addresses the special needs of

students in inclusive classrooms.

“For social-emotional learning, I’
did a lot of advxsory work and global
" ing with FMS families.

citizen work,” Spirelli-said. She sup-

ported a social-emotional learning pro- -

gram called “No Place for Hate.” She
also worked on revamping the school’s
Code of Conduct to include “restor-

‘ative practices,”

" {Résponsé to Intetvention)
_which follows students’ academic prog-
' fess to be sure that their needs are

‘addressed before they lag behind. She also

that. tudents have to
ships they have

. before an incident happens, by develop-
. ing empathy. skills and problem—solwng-
- skills,” she ed

“Her job mvolved.'“eadmg the RTI
ogram,

worked on comipiling data for a review of

the school’s special education program.

Spirelli said there should be 2 strong
connection bétwéen home and school,
and that she Iooks forward to partner- :

“Parents are every “child’s first teach-

” she stated, “and 1 beliéve that by .
workmg together, we ¢dn make sure the
needs of our diverse student population
are met.”




