
Family Child
Care
Family Child Care (FCC) can be provided by a family member, a friend, a neighbor, or

someone operating a small child care business from their home. Because of this

diversity, it is arguably the least understood and respected form of early childhood

education. [1] However, what  is known about FCC is that many families seeking care

for their infants and toddlers are more likely to choose it, as are Latinx and Black

families. This is often because of more flexible hours, intimacy, accessibility,

affordability, and for cultural and linguistic reasons, highlighting the importance of FCC

as an early education option for families. [2] 

In May of 2020, 3,355 of New York's early childhood educators participated in a survey

seeking to understand how they were being affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. This

is some of what the 331 participating FCC  professionals told us.
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 RESILIENT
While FCC professionals were as
impacted emotionally as the other early
childhood educators who completed the
survey and were significantly more
affected economically than their peers,
they also showed their resilience,

“…Now, since I don't have many children,
what we do is collect food and distribute it
to the families of our program in need of
food and if they need other services, we
refer them to professionals in the
community to guide them on other needs.”

"We have formed an association with FCC
providers, trying to lean on each other for
support, seeking guidance with CCR&Rs
[child care resource & referral]…
Stakeholders and mandating agencies
abandoning us.... We are essential workers,
without any support."

GETTING
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COMMITTED 

"Even with enrollment at the moment so low, the
families we do have drive us to stay open. Our
only fear through all of this is if we get sick, we
would then have to close."

Despite these kinds of drops in attendance
and revenue, 84% of participants from
across the state and 69% in NYC reported
being physically open, providing remote
instruction, and in some instances doing both
to accommodate families.
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FORGOTTEN
FRONT LINE
WORKERS

"Actualmente soy proveedora de cuidado
infantil para niños de empleados esenciales,
es gratificante poder brindar un poco de
apoyo a tadas esas personas que estan en
primera linea del frente de batalla y luchan
dia a dia contra un enemigo invisible..."

(Currently I am a child care provider for children of essential
workers, it is gratifying to be able to provide a little support to
all those people who are on the battle's front line and fighting
daily against an invisible enemy…)

To access the report,  Forgotten Frontline Workers, CLICK HERE.
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