
 
 

 



The holiday book-buying season has arrived. While 
the Bank Street Children’s Book Committee is still 
hard at work reading and reviewing books for the 
Spring 2021 edition of The Best Children’s Books 
of the Year, committee members have been sharing 
some of their own current favorites. Stay tuned for 
the annual list, compiled by professionals in the field 
of children’s literature, including librarians, authors, 
teachers, psychologists, and booksellers. Meanwhile, 
these are some of this year’s notable titles that have 
captured the attention of the members.

To learn more about the Children’s Book Committee, please visit at bankstreet.edu/cbc

http://bankstreet.edu/cbc


Bedtime for Sweet Creatures 
Nikki Grimes / ill. Elizabeth Zunon 

Sourcebooks

A young child and her menagerie of wild creatures get ready for bed. Colorful mixed media 
illustrations.

Cave Dada 
Brandon Reese

Chronicle Books

When Cave Baby demands the perfect bedtime book, Dada and his woolly mammoth look for 
the perfect stone tablet. Hilarious color pencil, gouache, and Photoshop illustrations. 

It is a Tree (I Like to Read) 
Susan Batori 

Holiday House

When blindfolded animals must identify an elephant, their guess reflects their self-referenced 
perspective; based on an ancient fable. Sparse repetitive text. Animated, humorous digital 
illustrations.

Smart George 
Jules Feiffer 

HarperCollins/Michael di Capua Books

Puppy George resists his mother’s simple arithmetic problems but is caught in a dream where 
trees and other creatures demand answers. Hilarious cartoon illustrations. 

Some Dinosaurs Are Small 
Charlotte Voake 

Candlewick Press

A reassuring message for small children is subtly offered in the simple descriptions of a variety 
of dinosaurs. Bright watercolor and ink illustrations make the point. 

Ages 5 and Under 



All Because You Matter 
Tami Charles / ill. Bryan Collier 

Orchard Books/Scholastic

A stirring ode to empowering children of color through love, comfort, hope and pride in their 
heritage. Strong emotive illustrations. End papers. Notes.

Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away 
Meg Medina / ill. Sonia Sánchez / trans. Teresa Mlawer 

Candlewick Press 

Two young girls promise to forever be each other’s número uno even though one is relocating. 
Vibrant mixed-media illustrations of urban scenes. Spanish available. 

Fly High, John Glenn: The Story of an American Hero 
Kathleen Krull / ill. Maurizio A.C. Quarello

HarperCollins Publishers

Glenn’s lifelong passion for flying begins in childhood and clearly continues as he flies at age 
90. Supportive illustrations.

Hello, Neighbor! The Kind and Caring World of Mister Rogers 
Matthew Cordell

Neal Porter/Holiday House

The birth of the television show and Fred Roger’s path depicted in ink and watercolor 
illustrations. 

Ages 5 to 9

Up On Bob 
Mary Sullivan

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

A dog clears the bed of dolls and toys to settle down for a nap, but an intruder spoils his plans. 
Expressive digital art.



If You Take Away the Otter 
Susannah Buhrman-Deever/ ill. Matthew Truman 

Candlewick Press

Otters play an important role in the northern Pacific Coast ecosystem. Discover what 
happened to the otters’ thriving home when they almost disappeared. Luminous mixed-media 
illustrations. 

This Way, Charlie 
Caron Levis / ill. Charles Santoso  

Abrams Books for Young Readers

A friendship between a horse and a goat at a rescue center teaches each how to handle life’s 
challenges. Luminous illustrations.

Ages 9 to 12 

Amphibian Acrobats 
Leslie Bulion / ill. Robert Meganck 

Peachtree Publishing Company 

Accompanied by jaunty digital art, 20 inventive poems are paired with science facts about 
frogs, salamanders, and caecilians. Extensive back matter includes information on the varied 
poetic forms.

Before the Ever After 
Jacqueline Woodson

Penguin Random House Canada 

ZJ’s father was a Superbowl-winning football star. Now, migraine headaches and incipient 
dementia prevent his playing.



Box: Henry Brown Mails Himself to Freedom 
Carole Boston Weatherford / Ill. Michelle Wood

Candlewick Press

Poetic telling of how Henry Brown shipped himself in a box from slavery to freedom. Colored 
illustrations make the story come alive.

Loretta Little Looks Back: Three Voices Go Tell It 
Andrea Pinkney / ill. Brian Pinkney

Little Brown & Co.

Through interwoven monologues, three generations of a Mississippi sharecropping family 
share their history from the 1920s to the 1960s when they win the right to vote.

Once Upon an Eid: Stories of Hope and Joy by 15 Muslim Voices 
Editors: S.K. Ali & Aisha Saeed 

Abrams/Amulet 

Fifteen Muslim children from Philadelphia to a Syrian refugee camp on a Greek island 
celebrate the annual Eid festival. Spot illustrations.

One Time 
Sharon Creech 

HarperCollins Publishers

As 11-year-old Gina and her classmates struggle with the question, “Who Are You?” their 
teacher’s imaginative writing experiments causes them to begin to define their worlds and 
relationships.



Ages 12 to 14 

All Thirteen: The Incredible Cave Rescue of the Thai Boys’ Soccer Team 
Christina Soontornvat

This book details the international effort that led to the rescue of 12 children and their coach 
trapped in a flooded cave. Endnotes, bibliography, archival photos.

Blackbird Girls 
Anne Blankman

An unlikely friendship forms when a young girl and her nemesis are thrown together after the 
Russian Chernobyl nuclear meltdown.

Brother’s Keeper 
Julie Lee 

After war erupts, 12-year-old Sora flees south from North Korea with her brother. Author’s 
note, family photographs, Korean glossary.



The List of Things That Will Not Change
Rebecca Stead

Bea, 12, recounts her experiences after her parents’ divorce and her father’s engagement to 
another man. An only child, she is eager to meet her new stepsister.

A Thousand Questions 
Saadia Faruqi

In Pakistan, Mimi from Houston helps Sakina, a servant to Mimi’s grandparents, learn English; 
Sakina helps Mimi discover the charms of Karachi—and find her missing father.

Ages 14 and Older 

Above All Else 
Dana Alison Levy

Charlesbridge

Two teens have trained for years to climb Mt. Everest; the physical dangers they encounter 
and their emotional responses change perspectives on their lives.



The Cat I Never Named: A True Story of Love, War, and Survival 
Amra Sabic-El-Rayess, with Laura Sullivan 

Bloomsbury

Love, resourcefulness, and a faithful cat give Muslim teenager Amra and her family the 
strength to survive the Bosnian genocide, 1992-1995. Spot illustrations, resources.

Parachutes 
Kelly Yang

HarperCollins/Katherine Teigen

Scholarship student Dani hosts wealthy Claire from Shanghai when she enrolls in Dani’s private 
school in California. Initial antipathy gives way to alliance as they each face their own traumas.

Punching the Air
Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam

HarperCollins/Balzer & Bray

One bad punch during a confrontation between a group of boys results in Amal’s incarceration.  
This novel in verse reveals his sensitivity, talent, intellect, and worth.



They Went Left 
Monica Hesse

Little, Brown

Having survived two concentration camps during World War II, Zofia, 18, searches for the 
younger brother who she believes also survived the Holocaust.


