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Bank Street College Announces New Children’s Literature Prize for Board Books 

  
New York, NY—August 31, 2021—The Children’s Book Committee at Bank Street College of Education is 
pleased to announce the creation of the Margaret Wise Brown Board Book Award for excellence in 
literature for very young children. 
 
The first prize will be awarded in the spring of 2023 for board books published or picture books adapted 
to board book format in 2021 and 2022. The award will be given every two years to a board book for 
infants and toddlers (ages 0-3). 
 
“Criteria for selection will include books that promote interplay and engagement, incorporate rich 
language, demonstrate a consideration for childhood development, and are constructed to withstand 
multiple encounters with little hands,” said Dr. Cynthia Weill, Director, Center for Children’s Literature, 
Bank Street College of Education. 
 
Candidates will be identified through the Children’s Book Committee’s annual review process for its Best 
Children’s Books of the Year list and juried by experts in early childhood education and children’s 
literature. 
 
Publishers are invited to send board books for review to the Center for Children’s Literature, Bank Street 
College of Education, 610 West 112th Street, New York, New York 10025. Board books published or 
picture books adapted to board book format in 2021 or 2022 must be received by November 15, 2021 to 
be considered for the Margaret Wise Brown Board Book Award and the Best Children’s Books of the 
Year list. 
  
“Bank Street has been committed to young learners for over 100 years. We hope this award encourages 
publishers to bring forward new and exciting literature for our littlest listeners and readers,” added Dr. 
Mollie Welsh Kruger, Co-Chair, Children’s Book Committee, and Supervised Fieldwork Advisor & Course 
Instructor, Bank Street Graduate School of Education. “We look forward to sharing the results with 
families, educators, caregivers, and librarians.” 
 
The award is named after former Bank Street student and author, Margaret Wise Brown. Children’s 
literature historian, author, and critic Leonard S. Marcus, author of Margaret Wise Brown: Awakened by 
the Moon, noted, “She virtually invented the picture book for very young children.” Ellen Geiger, literary 
representative for many of Margaret Wise Brown's books said, “You just know Margaret would be 
thrilled to see her legacy continue, and especially happy the award comes from Bank Street, with which 
she was so closely allied.” 
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With this award, the committee honors Brown's contributions to the canon of children's literature, 
which include Goodnight Moon and The Runaway Bunny, as well as over 100 other books. 
 
About the Children’s Book Committee 
The Children’s Book Committee (CBC) was founded more than 100 years ago to help parents, teachers, 
and librarians choose the books that children will find captivating and transforming. Every year it 
produces comprehensive annotated book lists for children aged infant through 18. The CBC reviews over 
6,000 titles each year for accuracy and literary quality and considers their emotional impact on children. 
It chooses the best 600 books, both fiction and nonfiction, which it lists with annotations according to 
age and category. 
 
The Children’s Book Committee strives to guide librarians, educators, parents, grandparents, and other 
interested adults to the best books for children published each year. It also awards annual literary prizes 
in the genres of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry. To learn more, visit bankstreet.edu/childrens-book-
committee. 
 
About Bank Street College of Education 
Bank Street College of Education is a recognized leader in early childhood education, teacher and leader 
preparation, and the development of innovative practice in school systems across the country. For one 
hundred years, Bank Street’s focus has been improving the education of children and their teachers by 
applying to the education process all available knowledge about learning and growth, and by connecting 
teaching and learning meaningfully to the outside world. Learn more about Bank Street’s Children’s 
Programs, Graduate School of Education, and the Bank Street Education Center at bankstreet.edu. 
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