
 

THE TOP SEVEN WAYS TO LOWER YOUR MERCHANT ACCOUNT FEES 
(WITHOUT SWITCHING PROVIDERS) 

 

Here are the top 7 ways to lower your merchant account rates and fees with your current provider. 
Obviously, you always reserve the right to change providers. If circumstances don’t allow for that, this 
report is a list of common practice “pro tips” to implement when using your merchant account.  

1.  Always Swipe or “Dip” When You Can 

Card present transactions are always a lower rate than transactions that are key entered so if you have the 
ability to physically swipe/“Dip” the card vs. key entering the transaction you’ll save yourself some money! 

2.  Use Address Verification Service   (a.k.a. “AVS”) 

Gather as much cardholder information as you can and enter it into your terminal or point of sale device 
for every transaction. The more data that is sent to the cardholders bank, the more likely it is to qualify for 
a lower interchange rate.  *Note you may have to ask your merchant account provider to enable “AVS” on 
your merchant account. 

3.  Settle Out Your Terminal or POS Every Night 

Your terminal can be programmed to auto settle each night which will ensure that your transactions are 
sent to your bank every night. It’s a cost saving tip because in some cases, certain interchange categories 
will “downgrade” to a higher rate if you don’t settle within a 24-hour timeframe.  

4.  Use VOID Instead of Refund (When Possible) 

An unsettled transaction can be voided, thus saving the discount rate that would be paid if you settled the 
transaction & refunded the sale. As long as the batch has not been closed, you can still void a transaction. 

5.  Make Sure Your Merchant Account Is Set Up Correctly 

A Retail merchant account will allow you to get lower rates that are not available to businesses in an 
online or CNP (Card Not Present) environment. Asking your merchant account provider if your business is 
set up correctly will ensure that you have access to getting the lowest rates available to you. 

6.  Reduce Chargebacks 

Having posted return policies in place for your customers will help reduce chargebacks. Aside from the 
additional headache of dealing with them, they can result in additional fees up to $40 per occurrence.  

7.  Make Sure You’re PCI Compliant 

PCI non-compliance fees can range from $9.99 to $29.99 per month. Making sure that you are PCI 
compliant guarantees that you won’t be charges unnecessary non-compliance fees.  

*Bonus Category:  Use Level 2/3 Processing (a.k.a. “Interchange Optimization) 

This one applies to companies that are B2B and processing mostly in a Card-Not-Present environment. If 
this applies to you, go to www.bancardsales.com/contact-us to get more information about how much 
money it will save you.   

www.BancardSales.com 

http://www.bancardsales.com/contact-us

	The Top SEVEN Ways To Lower Your Merchant Account Fees (without switching providers)

