
  

*DRAFT* 

July 24, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alcoholic Beverages 

Rules and Regulations 

for the 

Board of Liquor License Commissioners 

for 

Baltimore City 
 

 

 

 

 

2026 Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published for Public Comment on July 24, 2026



  

2026 RULES and REGULATIONS  
BOARD OF LIQUOR LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

FOR BALTIMORE CITY 

 

200 St. Paul Place 

Suite 2300 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

General Information… ............................................................................................. 410-396-4377 

Executive Secretary… .............................................................................................. 410-396-3481 

Deputy Executive Secretary… ................................................................................. 410-396-4385 

Chief Inspector… ..................................................................................................... 410-396-4384 

Front Office… .......................................................................................................... 410-396-4378 
 

 

TO ALL LICENSEES: 

 

This book is published by the Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City 

to acquaint all licensees, their employees, and the general public with the Rules and Regulations 

governing the retail sale of alcoholic beverages in Baltimore City. 

 

All licensees and their employees are responsible to abide by these Rules. These Rules and 

Regulations shall be effective and made applicable as to all matters filed by and with the Board 

of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City after October 1, 2026. 

 

 
Granville Templeton, III, Esq. 

Chairman 

 
Donald L. Chambers, Jr.  

Commissioner 

  
Taueret K. Thomas  

Commissioner 

 

Elizabeth A. Haffey  

Alternate Commissioner 
 

 

 

Douglas K. Paige  Michelle B. Wirzberger, Esq. 

Executive Secretary  Deputy Executive Secretary 

 



1  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
Chapter 1 – General Provisions, Definitions, Ancillary Privileges and Temporary License  

        Types……………………………………………………………………………...….3 

 

    Rule 1.01 – Definitions ....................................................................................................... 3 

    Rule 1.02 – Authority .......................................................................................................... 9 

    Rule 1.03 – Organization .................................................................................................... 9 

    Rule 1.04 – Powers.............................................................................................................. 9 

    Rule 1.05 – Legal Representation ..................................................................................... 10 

    Rule 1.06 – Severability .................................................................................................... 11 

    Rule 1.07 – Time ............................................................................................................... 11 

    Rule 1.08 – Licenses to be Issued by the Board ................................................................ 11 

    Rule 1.09 – Ancillary Privileges ....................................................................................... 12 

    Rule 1.10 – Temporary Special Event Licenses ................................................................ 17 

    Rule 1.11 – Temporary Licenses for Tastings, Samplings, and Festivals ......................... 20 

    Rule 1.12 – Special Sunday One-Day Licenses for Class A and D Licensees .................. 21 

    Rule 1.13 – Pub Tour Permit ............................................................................................. 21 

    Rule 1.14 – Related Event Promoter's Permit ................................................................... 22 

 

Chapter 2 – Applications and Hearing Procedures .................................................................. 24 

 

    Rule 2.01 – Applicants ...................................................................................................... 24 

    Rule 2.02 – New/Transfer/Amendment/Extension Applications ...................................... 25 

    Rule 2.03 – Substitute Applications .................................................................................. 27 

    Rule 2.04 – Transfer of a License ..................................................................................... 29 

    Rule 2.05 – Notice and Hearings....................................................................................... 30 

    Rule 2.06 – 50% Protest Against the Issuance or Transfer of a License ........................... 32 

    Rule 2.07 – Submission of Evidence, Motions and Postponements in Preparation 

                        for Public Hearings ........................................................................................ 33 

    Rule 2.08 – Renewals ........................................................................................................ 35 

    Rule 2.09 – Membership Clubs ......................................................................................... 37 

    Rule 2.10 – Multiple Applications .................................................................................... 37 

    Rule 2.11 – Motion for Reconsideration ........................................................................... 38 

    Rule 2.12 – Appeals .......................................................................................................... 38 

    Rule 2.13 – Inspections ..................................................................................................... 38 

    Rule 2.14 – Request to Reopen After Being Closed for Three Consecutive Months ....... 39 

    Rule 2.15 – Hardship Requests and Transfer Hardship Requests ..................................... 40 
    Rule 2.16 – Monetary Penalty in Lieu of Hearing ............................................................ 41 

 

Chapter 3 – Standards of Operation .......................................................................................... 43 

 

    Rule 3.01 – Ownership and Operation .............................................................................. 43 

    Rule 3.02 – Cooperation .................................................................................................... 43 

    Rule 3.03 – Records .......................................................................................................... 43 

    Rule 3.04 – Keg Registration ............................................................................................ 44 

    Rule 3.05 – Alcohol Awareness Certification ................................................................... 45 

    Rule 3.06 – Signs and Hours of Operation ........................................................................ 45 

    Rule 3.07 – Lighting.......................................................................................................... 45 



2  

  Rule 3.08 – Compliance with Laws and Regulations .......................................................... 46 

  Rule 3.09 – Exterior Sanitation ........................................................................................... 46 

  Rule 3.10 – Restroom Facilities .......................................................................................... 46 

  Rule 3.11 – Communications .............................................................................................. 46 

  Rule 3.12 – Delivery of Alcoholic Beverages ..................................................................... 47 

  Rule 3.13 – General Welfare ............................................................................................... 49 

  Rule 3.14 – Bottle Service ................................................................................................... 49 

  Rule 3.15 – Compliance with a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) .......................... 50 

  Rule 3.16 – Required Attendance at a BLLC Class for New Licenses, Transfers and  

                      Expansions....................................................................................................... 51 

  Rule 3.17 – Required Attendance at a BLLC Class after Violation .................................... 51 

  Rule 3.18 – No Smoking or Vaping Sign ............................................................................ 51 

  Rule 3.19 – Worker’s Compensation .................................................................................. 51 

  Rule 3.20 – Digital Camera Surveillance System ............................................................... 51 

  Rule 3.21 – Public Market License – Operations and Vendor Conduct .............................. 54 

 

Chapter 4 – Prohibited Practices ................................................................................................ 57 

 

   Rule 4.01 – Minors ............................................................................................................. 57 

   Rule 4.02 – Intoxicated Persons ......................................................................................... 57 

   Rule 4.03 – Solicitation ...................................................................................................... 58 

   Rule 4.04 – Free Food and Prizes ....................................................................................... 58 

   Rule 4.05 – Prohibited Hours ............................................................................................. 59 

   Rule 4.06 – Alcoholic Beverage Containers ...................................................................... 59 

   Rule 4.07 – Open Containers, Illegal Possession and Consumption of Alcohol………….60 

   Rule 4.08 – Relations with Wholesalers............................................................................. 60 

   Rule 4.09 – Drive-In Dispensaries ..................................................................................... 61 

   Rule 4.10 – False Statement, Fraud or Deception .............................................................. 61 

   Rule 4.11 – Discrimination ................................................................................................ 61 

   Rule 4.12 – Gambling ........................................................................................................ 62 

   Rule 4.13 – Drugs and Illegal Narcotics ............................................................................ 62 

   Rule 4.14 – Live Entertainment without Authorization ..................................................... 62 

   Rule 4.15 – Sexual Practices and Obscenity ...................................................................... 62 

   Rule 4.16 – Illegal Conduct ................................................................................................ 63 

   Rule 4.17 – Storage ............................................................................................................ 63 

   Rule 4.18 – Alterations ....................................................................................................... 63 

   Rule 4.19 – Gifts ................................................................................................................ 63 

   Rule 4.20 – Specific Requirements and Prohibited Activities by License Type ................ 64 

   Rule 4.21 – Smoking and Vaping ...................................................................................... 65 

   Rule 4.22 – Noise ............................................................................................................... 65 

 

Appendices……………………………………………………………………………………….66 

 

Appendix A – MPIH Matrix..………...………………………………………………….66 

Appendix B – BLLC Fee Schedule..…………………………...…………………….…..68 

 

 

 



3  

CHAPTER 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS, DEFINITIONS, ANCILLARY PRIVILEGES  

AND TEMPORARY LICENSE TYPES 

 

Rule 1.01 – Definitions 
Within these regulations, the following terms have the meanings indicated: 

 

1) “Affidavit” means an oath or affirmation sworn or made before an officer or other person 

authorized to administer an oath or take an affirmation that the matters and facts set forth in the 

paper writing to which it pertains are true to the best of the affiant’s knowledge, information and 

belief, under the penalties of perjury. 

 

2) “Agent” means someone authorized to speak on behalf of an owner or licensee who: 

 

a. May receive official correspondence from and interact with the Board, and  

 

b. Is an employee of the establishment or meets the definition of agent under Maryland 

Code, Estates and Trusts, § 17-101. 

 

3) “Alcohol Awareness Program”, as stated in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article § 4-505, 

means a program that is approved and certified by the Executive Director of the Maryland 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Cannabis Commission; has been issued an alcohol awareness program 

permit by the Executive Director of the Maryland Alcohol, Tobacco, and Cannabis Commission; 

includes instruction on how alcohol affects a person's body and behavior; provides education on 

the dangers of drinking and driving; defines effective methods for serving customers to minimize 

the chance of intoxication, includes instruction on ceasing service before customers become 

intoxicated; and instruction on determining if a customer is under the age of 21 years.  

 

4) “Alcoholic Beverages” means a liquid or compound, by whatever name called, that contains 

one-half of one percent or more of alcohol by volume and is fit for consumption.  

 

5) “Applicant” means a person or persons who have applied to the Board to be approved to receive 

a license to operate an alcoholic beverage business. 

 

6) “Attorney” means any attorney at law admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of Maryland. 

 

7) “Beer” means any brewed alcoholic beverage. Beer includes beer, ale, porter, stout, hard cider; 

and alcoholic beverages that contain: 6% or less alcohol by volume, derived primarily from the 

fermentation of grain, with not more than 49% of the beverage’s overall alcohol content by 

volume obtained from flavors and other added non beverage ingredients containing alcohol; or 

more than 6% alcohol by volume, derived primarily from the fermentation of grain, with not 

more than 1.5% of the beverage’s overall alcohol content by volume obtained from flavors and 

other added non beverage ingredients containing alcohol.  

 

8) “Board”, as stated in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-101 means the Board of 

Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City. 
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9) “Bottle Service” means a service in which patrons purchase one or more full bottles of alcoholic 

beverages for on-premises consumption that are delivered to a reserved table or other designated 

area with appropriate mixers, glassware, ice, and service by the licensee. Bottle Service may 

include priority seating, personalized service, access to a private or VIP area, and minimum 

purchase requirements. 

 

10) “Cash Register” is a machine used in a place of business for regulating money transactions with 

customers. It typically has a till for cash, and it totals, displays, and records the amount of each 

sale. 

 

11) “Caterer” means any beer and wine or beer, wine and liquor licensee who contracts to provide 

food and alcoholic beverages to sponsors of public or private events held off the licensed 

premises. 

 

12) “CIAA” means the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA) Men's and Women's 

Basketball Tournaments that are hosted in Baltimore City. 

 

13) “City,” as stated in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-101 means the City of 

Baltimore, Maryland. 

 

14) “Cloud” means a vast online storage space where people and businesses store their files and 

applications, accessible from anywhere with an internet connection. 

 

15) “Club” means an association, corporation, or other entity, organized and operated exclusively for 

educational, social, fraternal, patriotic, political, or athletic purposes, and not for profit.  

 

16) “Community Association” means: 

 

a. A nonprofit association, corporation, or other organization that is: 

 

i. Composed of residents of a community within which a nuisance is located; 

 

ii. Operated exclusively for the promotion of social welfare and general 

neighborhood improvement and enhancement; and 

 

iii. Exempt from taxation under § 501(c)(3) or (4) of the Internal Revenue Code; or 

 

b. A nonprofit association, corporation, or other organization that is: 

 

i. Composed of residents of a contiguous community that is defined by specific 

geographic boundaries, within which a nuisance is located; 

 

ii. Operated for the promotion of the welfare, improvement, and enhancement of 

that community; and 

 

iii. In good standing with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation. 

 

17) “Comptroller” means the Comptroller of the Treasury of the State of Maryland. 

 

18) “Conspicuous” means easily seen or noticed, readily visible or observable. 
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19) “Contract Purchaser” means a person, corporation, or partnership that purchases the license 

and/or business from an active licensee for the purposes of selling the license and/or business on 

the open market. The contract purchaser is only recognized as such once the appropriate 

documentation has been filed and approved by the Board or its designee. At no time can the 

contract purchaser operate the business but can only hold the license for the purposes of sale 

subject to the restrictions stipulated in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article.  

 

20) “Criminal Investigation” means an inquiry by the Baltimore Police Department into an alleged 

criminal activity. 

 

21) "Delivery Personnel" means an employee, agent, or independent contractor of a retail licensee or 

Local Delivery Service Permit Holder who is authorized to deliver alcoholic beverages on behalf 

of the retail licensee.  

 

22) “Digital Records” means video footage recorded by the Digital Surveillance System required to 

be installed by a license holder under Rule 3.19. 

 

23) “Digital Surveillance System” means a system that provides continuous, 24-hour monitoring 

through High-Definition Cameras without audio recording capacity on the interior and exterior of 

the licensed premises.  

 

24) “Director of Finance” means the Director of the Baltimore City Department of Finance. 

 

25) “Distilled Spirit” means an alcoholic beverage product made using methods other than brewing, 

such as distillation. These items include but are not limited to the following: brandy, cordials, gin, 

liqueur, rum, vodka, whiskey and mixtures of distilled spirits except fortified wines. 

 

26) “Electronic smoking device” means a device that can be used to deliver aerosolized or vaporized 

nicotine, hash and/or cannabis to an individual inhaling from the device and includes an 

electronic cigarette, an electronic cigar, an electronic cigarillo, an electronic pipe, an electronic 

hookah, and a vape pen. 

 

27) “Executive Director” means the Executive Director of the Maryland Alcohol, Tobacco, and 

Cannabis Commission. 

 

28) “Executive Secretary” means the Executive Secretary of the Board of Liquor License 

Commissioners for Baltimore City.  

 

29) “Extinguished License” means a license that is surrendered to the Board with the intent that it 

will immediately cease to be used for the sale of alcohol.  

 

30) “Financial interest” means ownership of a legal or equitable interest, however small, or a 

relationship as director, adviser, or other active participant in the affairs of the alcoholic 

beverage business.  

 

31) “High-Definition Cameras” are defined as video cameras that record and produce digital footage 

that must meet or exceed the resolution of 1080 pixels (High Definition aka H.D. or Full High 

Definition aka F.H.D) which comes as a display resolution of 1920 x 1080 pixels. 
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32) “Hotel” means a licensed premises for the accommodation of the public, equipped with not less 

than 100 rooms for the accommodation of the public and a dining room with facilities for 

preparing and serving regular meals for at least 125 persons at one seating and the capital 

investment in the hotel facility may not be less than $500,000.  

 

33) "Indoors or Indoor Area," for the purposes of Rule 4.21 and enforcement of the Clean Indoor Air 

Act, means any area enclosed by (i) a roof or other overhead covering, or (ii) three or more 

walls, doors, windows, or other physical barriers, whether permanent or temporary, regardless of 

whether the barriers are open or closed.  

 

33) “Kappa Conclave” is the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. 2027 Conclave and 88th grand 

chapter meeting for Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. which are being hosted in Baltimore City in 

July of 2027. 

 

34) "Licensed Building or Structure" means the building or structure identified on the alcoholic 

beverage license and approved for occupancy under the applicable Use and Occupancy Permit. 

 

35) “Licensed Premises” means those premises that are specifically identified in the license issued 

by the Board, and may also include an approved outdoor cafe area, and/or a parking area in 

which patrons from the licensed premises are allowed to park their vehicles. 

 

36) “Licensee” means the holder of any license or permit issued under the provisions of the 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

37) “Live Entertainment” means the same as the definition of “Entertainment: Live” under Art. 32, § 

1-306(c)(1) of the Baltimore City Code. “Live entertainment” does not include adult 

entertainment, as per Art. 32, § 1-306(c)(2) of the Baltimore City Code, and adult entertainment 

is governed by the Adult Entertainment rules promulgated by this Board. 

 

38) "Local Delivery Service Permit Holder" means a person or business entity that has been issued a 

Local Delivery Service Permit by the Board and that is authorized to engage in the delivery of 

alcoholic beverages for one or more retail licensees through its employees, agents, or 

independent contractors pursuant to written agreements with those retail licensees. 

 

39) “Management Agreement” means an agreement made between the Licensee and the hired 

management company. It should include information regarding the management fees, the 

conditions and duration of the agreement as well as a telephone number for the manager. 

 

40) “Manager” means an employee of the licensed premises who is listed in the employee records. 

Any person who qualifies as a manager and identifies themselves as such to the Board or its 

inspectors is presumed to be an agent when receiving communications from the Board and when 

speaking to inspectors of the Board. 

 

41) “Mixed drink” or “Cocktail” means a drink that is prepared on the premises that includes an 

ingredient of one or more alcoholic beverages combined with non-alcoholic beverages and/or 

food. 

 

42) “Non-profit organization” means a not-for-profit corporation, foundation, or other legal entity 

that is exempt from federal income tax under the Internal Revenue Code.  
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43) “Off-Premises” or “Off-sale” means the sale of alcoholic beverages that may only be consumed 

off the licensed premises.  

 

44) “On-Premises” or “On-sale” means the sale of alcoholic beverages that may only be consumed 

on the licensed premises.  

 

45) “Operator” means a person who has a financial interest in and/or is exercising dominion and 

control of a licensed premises. 

 

46) “Operating Agreement” is an agreement that is filed with the Board on a form the Board 

provides that describes the terms of a relationship between an Operator and the Licensee(s) of a 

licensed premises. 

 

47) “Owners of real or leasehold Property” includes holders of leasehold improvements upon ground 

rents, the City and the State but excludes the owner of the subject premises. 

 

48) “Party” means a person or entity who has an interest in the outcome of a case before the Board. 

 

49)  “Party of Record” means a person that appears, testifies, and is subject to cross- examination at 

a public hearing on a matter heard before the Board. 

 

50) “Patron” means any customer, client, or other invitee on the premises of an establishment. 

 

51) “Pecuniary Interest” means a legal or equitable interest in the licensed business entitling the 

owner to receive a percentage of the profits derived from the sale of alcoholic beverages of the 

business. “Pecuniary Interest” does not include payments made to any employee, manager, 

mortgagor, landlord, creditor, or other individual who does not otherwise own an interest in the 

licensed business. The ownership of stock in either a publicly or privately traded entity is not 

considered a pecuniary interest for the purpose of these Rules and Regulations provided that the 

owner of such stock does not have any substantial degree of control or management of the entity.  

 

52) “Person” has the meaning stated in City Code General Provisions Article,  

§1-107. 

 

53) “Police Department” is defined as the Baltimore City Police Department. 

 

54) “Ready to Drink (RTD) Cocktail” means a premixed cocktail sold in cans or bottles. 

 

55) “Renewal” means the reissuance of an existing license for the same premises, licensee(s), or 

type of license.  

 

56) “Restaurant” means, generally, a licensed premises that accommodates the public, and is 

equipped with a dining room with facilities for preparing and serving regular meals. The daily 

receipts from the sale of food shall be at least 40% of the total daily receipts of the 

establishment. “Food” may not include any ingredient or garnish used with or mixed with an 

alcoholic beverage that is prepared for consumption on the licensed premises. A restaurant shall 

be equipped with a public dining room with sufficient tables, chairs, cutlery and glassware to 

serve meals prepared therein. It shall be equipped with a kitchen having complete facilities and 

utensils for preparing and serving hot and/or cold meals to the public. A sufficient number of 

staff shall be employed to serve the number of patrons provided for in the dining room. There 

shall be on the premises at all times sufficient food to fill orders from the menu. As per the 
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Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article, there are more specific requirements for restaurants 

depending upon their location in each respective legislative alcoholic beverages district. The 

Board will defer to the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article concerning requirements for 

food to alcohol sales receipts, capital investment minimums, and seating capacity in those 

specific applications for licensure. 

 

57) “Retail Dealer” means a person who deals in or sells any alcoholic beverage to any person other 

than a license holder.  

 

58) “Retail Off-site Permit” means a holder of a liquor license that is issued a permit from by the 

Executive Director, to sell alcoholic beverages to the public for off-premises consumption at a 

farmers’ market or a nonprofit beer, wine and liquor festival within Baltimore City in 

accordance with Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §§ 2-131 and 2-136. 

 

59) “Secured Party”: 

 

a. Is defined as follows:  

 

i. A person in whose favor a security interest is created or provided for under a 

security agreement, whether or not any obligation to be secured is outstanding; 

 

ii. A person that holds an agricultural lien; 

 

iii. A consignor;  

 

iv. A person to which accounts, chattel paper, payment intangibles, or promissory 

notes have been sold; 

 

v. A trustee, indenture trustee, agent, collateral agent, or other representative in 

whose favor a security interest or agricultural lien is created or provided for; or 

 

vi. A person that holds a security interest arising under § 2-401, § 2-505, § 2-711(3), 

§ 2A-508(5), § 4-210, or § 5-118 of Md. Commercial Law Code Ann. 

 

b. A Secured Party’s interests are subject to any and all restrictions as outlined in the 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

60) “Smoking” means the burning of a lighted hookah, cigarette, cigar, pipe, or any other matter or 

substance containing, wholly or in part, tobacco, cannabis, shisha, or hemp. 

 

61) “State” means the State of Maryland.  

 

62) “Tenant” is a person who rents a single-family dwelling and has resided there for at least 1 year 

immediately preceding the hearing of the Board. 

 

63)   “Till” is defined as the drawer of the cash register where money is kept. 

 

64) “Total Daily Receipts” generally includes all food and beverages; however, it does not include 

sales of novelty items, income from vending machines, or other receipts not resulting from the 

sale of food or beverages.  
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65) “Valid Written Objection” means a written objection to a transfer or renewal of an Adult 

Entertainment License that is submitted by a property owner or resident within the same election 

precinct as the proposed premises during the posting or renewal period. 

 

66)  “Vaping” means the use of an electronic smoking device; or any device through which    

 the user inhales aerosol containing tobacco, cannabis, shisha, or hemp. 

 

67) “Vendor” means a person, business or agency that provides goods or services to the licensee. 

 

68) “Wine” means any fermented beverage, including light wines, and wines the alcoholic content of 

which has been fortified by the addition of alcohol, spirits, or other ingredients. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.02 1988,1998) (BLLC Rule 1.01 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. Art.§§ 1-101, 4-302, 4-505, 4-

1107, 4-1203, 12-101, 12-104, 12–1102.2, 12-1201, 12-1301, 12-1406, 12-1801, 12-1804.2, 12-1904) 

(See Health-General § 24-501(h)) (See Tax - General Code § 5-101)  

 

Rule 1.02 – Authority 
 

Pursuant to the authority granted by the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article of the 

Annotated Code of Maryland as amended, the Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore 

City, Maryland, hereby adopts the following Rules and Regulations to enable the Board to effectively 

discharge the duties imposed upon the Board by the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. In case of 

conflict between the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article, these Rules and Regulations, and any 

other provision of Maryland State Law, the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article or its equivalent 

prevails. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.02 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. Art.§ 12-210) 

 

Rule 1.03 – Organization 
 

1) The Board consists of three regular members and one substitute member. The Governor shall 

appoint three regular members to the board and one substitute member. The appointments shall 

be made with the advice and consent of the Maryland State Senate if it is in session, and if the 

Maryland State Senate is not in session, by the Governor alone, subject to the advice and consent 

of the Senate when the Senate next convenes.  

 

2) The alternate member may serve on the Board if any regular member of the Board is absent or 

recused. Each appointee shall be a resident and voter of Baltimore City and be an individual of 

high character, integrity, and recognized business capacity. At least one appointee shall be a 

member of the Bar of the Supreme Court of Maryland.  

 

3) The term of a member of the Board shall be 2 years and commences on July 1 of the year of 

appointment.  

 

(BLLC Rule 1.03 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12-202) 
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Rule 1.04 – Powers  
 

1) In lieu of or in conjunction with suspending or revoking a license, the Board may impose fines as 

follows:  

 

a. Except as provided below, up to $500 for a first offense and not to exceed $20,000 for a 

subsequent offense of a violation of law or BLLC rule. 

 

b. For operating the licensed premises outside the hours of operation specified in law, 

without first obtaining an exemption under §12-2007, the Board must impose a fine of 

$1,000 for a first offense and at least $2,000 for subsequent offenses. 

c. For publicizing and selling tickets for, operating, producing, facilitating or staging a pub 

crawl without permission, the Board shall impose a fine of not less than $1,000 and not 

more than $20,000. In addition, the individual found guilty may not be granted a 

promoter’s permit for at least one year. 

 

d. For violating the MOU required for Class D license conversions under§ 12-1604.2: $500 

for the first offense, $1,000 for the second offense and $2,000 for the third offense. If the 

licensee violates the provisions of the required MOU three or more times within a 2-year 

period, the Board shall revoke the 7-day sales privilege granted under § 12-1604.2. 

 

2) Fines collected under this subsection shall be paid into the general fund of the City. 

 

3) When imposing a fine on a license holder or suspending or revoking a license: 

 

a. The Board’s ruling shall include:  

 

i. A statement of the facts and findings forming the basis of the decision; and 

 

ii. The vote of each member of the board on the decision. 

 

b. Details of the ruling shall be added to the BLLC website within 5 days. 

 

4) Upon consent by the licensee, the Board may set reasonable conditions and/or restrictions on the 

granting of a new license or the transfer and/or renewal of a license when the Board finds it to be 

in the best interest of the public or to protect the peace and safety of the community.    

 

5) If an applicant/licensee and a community association have entered into a memorandum of 

understanding that expressly acknowledges the authority of the Board, the Board may condition 

the issuance or renewal of a license on substantial compliance by the applicant with the 

memorandum of understanding.  

 

(BLLC Rule 1.04 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-604, 4-904, 12-210, 12-1406, 12-2802) (See 

Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City v. Fells Point Cafe, Inc., 344 Md. 120 (Md. 

1996)) 
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Rule 1.05 – Legal Representation 
 

1) A party, applicant, witness, or individual who files a protest or complaint may be represented by 

an attorney.  

 

2) If a notice is to be given under these Rules and Regulations to or by a person who files a protest 

or complaint, the notice shall also be given to or by the person's attorney, so long as the attorney 

has entered his or her appearance in the matter to be considered by the Board. 

 

3) No person may be represented at any proceeding before the Board unless the representative is an 

active member of the State Bar of Maryland. 

 

4) An attorney who enters an appearance for an applicant or protestant shall be presumed to be that 

applicant’s or protestant’s representative until the attorney notifies the board, in writing, of 

his/her withdrawal. 

(See Maryland Rules, Rule 2-131) (BLLC Rule 1.05 in 2015) 

 

Rule 1.06 – Severability 
 

If any rule or regulation of these Rules and Regulations is held to be unconstitutional, invalid, or 

inapplicable to any person or circumstance by the final decision of a Court of competent jurisdiction, all 

other rules or regulations of these Rules and Regulations and their application to all other persons and 

circumstances are severable and remain unaffected by the decision. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.06 in 2015) 

 

Rule 1.07 – Time 
 

In computing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these Rules and Regulation, the method 

of computation provided by the Maryland General Provisions Article and Maryland Rules of Procedure 

shall govern. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.03 in 1988, 1998) (BLLC Rule 1.07 in 2015) 

 

Rule 1.08 – Licenses to be issued by the Board 
 

1) No new alcoholic beverage licenses shall be issued, except for licenses allowed under the 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article.  

 

2) This rule does not prevent the renewal of a license or prohibit the transfer of ownership and/or 

location of a license, provided that the renewal or transfer is in accordance with the Alcoholic 

Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

3) Except as provided in the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article, only one alcoholic 

beverages license may be held by any one person at any one time.   

 

(BLLC Rule 2.08 in 1988,1998) (BLLC Rule 1.08 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-203,12-

1603,1604)  
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Rule 1.09 – Ancillary Privileges 
 

1) Ancillary Privileges that Require a Board Hearing after Application  

 

a. Live Entertainment: The licensee may provide live entertainment if the entertainment 

is not disallowed or in violation of the Zoning laws, rules, and regulations of the City, 

and the licensee submits an application to the Board and obtains approval from the 

Board at a public hearing.  

 

i. Unless otherwise authorized by the alcoholic beverage license and the Use 

and Occupancy Permit, all permitted live entertainment shall be conducted 

entirely within the licensed building or structure and may not be conducted 

outside the licensed building or structure. 

 

b. Outdoor Table Service: The licensee may provide outdoor table service, as permitted 

by Zoning laws, rules, and regulations of the City, upon making an application to and 

obtaining approval from the Board at a public hearing.  

 

i. The application must state how many tables and chairs will be placed outside 

and where (front, back, side, etc.). 

 

ii. Patrons must be seated at a table at all times and food must be available for 

purchase during all hours in which outdoor table service is offered. 

 

iii. All food and beverages must be ordered by patrons while seated at a table 

and served by establishment staff to the seated patron.  

 

iv. The City must approve the outdoor table service and list it on the use and 

occupancy permit before the Board officially adds it to the liquor license. 

 

v. A licensee is not permitted to serve alcohol outside until the privilege is 

officially listed on their alcoholic beverage license.  

 

vi. Permanent outside bars are only permitted if expressly authorized by the 

Board and listed on the use and occupancy permit. 

 

c. Special Amusement Permit: The Board may issue a Special Amusement License to a 

Class D licensee, which will allow them to sell alcoholic beverages during approved 

types of amusement such as singing, dancing, music (other than recorded music or 

radio programs), floor shows, acrobatic acts, theatricals or moving pictures. An 

application to the Board shall be made and approved before issuance of the license. 
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2) Ancillary Privileges that Do Not Require a Board Hearing after Application 

 

a. Refillable Container License: a refillable container license entitles the holder to sell 

draft beer for consumption off the licensed premises in a refillable container with a 

capacity of not less than 32 ounces and not more than 128 ounces. The applicant shall 

complete the application process as specified by the Board. An applicant who holds a 

license without an off-premises sale privilege shall meet the same advertising, 

posting of notice, and public hearing requirements as those for the license that the 

applicant holds. All sales of draft beer distributed through refillable containers shall 

end at midnight.  

 

b. Temporary Licensed Premises Extension: A Temporary Licensed Premises Extension 

allows a licensee to extend alcoholic beverage service to an area not listed on the 

alcoholic beverage license. The extension does not grant permission to sell products 

not authorized by the license and sales are restricted to the hours and days currently 

listed on the alcoholic beverage license. For instance, if the license only permits the 

sale of beer and wine, only those items can be sold in the extended area. If the 

licensee is permitted to sell alcohol between 10:00 am to 10:00 pm, the extension will 

be in effect only during those hours.   

 

i. A license extension may be issued to all annual license holders, except Class 

A, Class A-2, and Class A-7 licensees. The extension authorizes the license 

holder to sell, serve, and allow consumption of beer, wine, and/or liquor, if 

applicable, on the premises of the extension area. 

 

ii. A licensee must apply for a temporary licensed premises extension if, on a 

temporary basis, they want to do any of the following: 

 

(1) Utilize an outdoor bar; 

 

(2) Serve alcoholic beverages in an area of the establishment 

that is not covered by the alcoholic beverage license; and/or 

 

(3) Serve alcoholic beverages outside of the licensed premises in 

an area immediately in front of, behind or adjacent to the 

licensed property; and/or an area authorized by the City 

under an issued permit. 

 

iii. To be issued a license extension, an applicant shall submit an application and 

the following information to the Board at least 10 days before the event for 

which the extension is sought: 

 

(1) The time, date, and location of the event for which the 

license extension is to be used; 

 

(2) Diagram of the event area which notes location of barriers 

intended to prevent patrons from leaving the area with 

alcoholic beverages, where security guards and/or event staff 



14  

will be posted and the location and size of the outdoor bar, if 

applicable.  

 

(3) A security plan to include strategies that will be 

implemented to ensure patrons only consume alcoholic 

beverages within the extended area and to prevent underage 

drinking. 

 

(4) An advertisement for or invitation to the event that has been 

promoted to the public in any way including but not limited 

to any promotion via any social media platform, any 

ticketing platform, printed flyer, etc. 

 

(5) Proof of all needed permits and approvals from State and 

local agencies including from the Department of 

Transportation (BCDOT) if the licensed area is within a 

public right of way or property managed by BCDOT (i.e. the 

road, public sidewalk, median, etc.). 

 

(6) Payment of the extension fee which is $200 a day. 

 

iv.  Applications for a Temporary Licensed Premises Extension must be  

submitted at least 14 days before the scheduled event. If an application is 

submitted less than 14 days prior to the event to be licensed, the request 

could be denied. If the license is granted, a late fee will be assessed in the 

following manner: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Note: submission of an application on Friday for a Sunday event will be 

charged a $250 late fee. 

 

v. After a review of the licensee’s application, the licensee’s temporary license 

extension past performance and any documentation protesting the 

application, the Board may issue the permit, unless the Board requires more 

information or an additional payment from the applicant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# of Days Before Event for which an 

Application is Submitted 

Late 

Fee 

7-14 $125  

1-6 $250  



15  

 

 

 

c. Catering Privilege: The privilege of providing alcoholic beverages along with catered 

food may be granted by the Board only after the holder files a catering privilege 

application with the Board. If the Board approves the catering privilege application, a 

catering privilege license will be issued and may be renewed.  

 

i. The licensee who holds the special off- sale caterer privilege may contract to 

provide food and alcoholic beverages for consumption at a catered event.  

 

ii. The licensee may exercise the special off-sale caterer privilege only during 

hours and days that are permitted for the licensee’s existing beer and wine or 

beer, wine and liquor license.  

 

iii. A licensee who holds a special off-sale caterer privilege shall have the 

facilities to prepare and deliver food to the site of the catered event. The City 

Health Department shall approve the food preparation facilities and issue a 

caterer’s license before the Board adds or renews a special off-sale caterer 

privilege.  

 

iv. A licensee must notify the Board at least five days before each catered event. 

The notice must include the location and time of the event, name and phone 

number of the person or organization for whom the licensee will be catering, 

the name and cell phone number of the licensee’s onsite manager. Notice 

must be sent to the Board.  

 

v. The licensee is responsible for age verification prior to the service of alcohol 

at a catered event just as if the alcohol were served at the licensee’s licensed 

establishment. 

 

vi. The licensee must have at least one individual on site who has been certified 

by an alcohol awareness program that is authorized by the Comptroller of 

Maryland.  

 

vii. At the conclusion of a catered event, all containers of alcoholic beverages 

must be returned to the principal place of business of the license holder.  

 

viii. The intention of the catering extension is to allow the license holder to be 

contracted as a caterer. Self-sponsored events are prohibited, and the license 

holder may not act as a sponsor or promoter.  
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d. Off-premises delivery of alcoholic beverages  

 

i. Retail Licensee Requirement 

A retail licensee shall: 

 

(1) Register with the Board before engaging in off-premises delivery;  

 

(2) Obtain an updated alcoholic beverage license authorizing off-

premises delivery;  

 

(3) Deliver alcoholic beverages only from the licensed premises; and  

 

(4) Deliver alcoholic beverages only by: 

 

(a) The licensee; 

 

(b) An employee of the licensee; or 

 

(c) Delivery Personnel employed or engaged by a Local 

Delivery Service Permit Holder. 

 

ii. Local Delivery Service Permit Holder Requirements 

A Local Delivery Service Permit Holder shall: 

 

(1) Obtain a Local Delivery Service Permit;  

 

(2) Pay the required initial application and annual renewal fees as 

provided for in Addendum B of this document; 

 

(3) Enter into a written contract with each retail licensee;  

 

(4) Ensure its Delivery Personnel comply with Board regulations, 

including but not limited to Rule 3.12; and  

 

(5) Maintain the records required by the Board. 

 

iii. Written Contract 

The contract between the retail licensee and the Local Delivery Service Permit 

Holder shall provide that: 

 

(1) The retail licensee retains control over alcoholic beverage sales;  

 

(2) The retail licensee receives the proceeds from alcoholic beverage 
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sales; and  

 

(3) The parties may utilize an integrated third-party payment processing 

platform that remits sales proceeds to the retail licensee. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.09 in 2015) (BLLC Rule 5.05 in 1998,1988) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-507, 4-1107, 

12-1101, 12-1102, 12-1103, 12-1201, 12-1313, 12-1506)  

 

Rule 1.10 – Temporary Special Event Licenses for Non-Profit Clubs 
 

1) A special beer license, a special beer and wine license, or a special beer, wine, and liquor license 

may be issued to a bona-fide club, under the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

2) To be eligible for a license under this Rule, an application shall be submitted at least 14 days 

before the scheduled event and include both an individual applicant who is over the age of 21 and 

a valid non-profit organization that is in good standing. In addition, the following information 

must be provided: 

 

a. A letter from an officer of the non-profit organization, on organization letterhead that 

authorizes the individual applicant to apply for the license on behalf of the organization. 

If the organizational applicant is a subsidiary of a parent or umbrella non-profit 

organization or has a contractual agreement to fiscally sponsor an eligible organization 

under this Rule, the letter must note that relationship. 

 

b. Letters of determination from the Internal Revenue Service qualifying the organization 

listed on the application as a non-profit. In lieu of the letter, an applicant may also present 

a copy of a current Maryland State Tax Exempt Card. 

 

c. An advertisement for or invitation to the event that has been promoted to the public in 

any way including but not limited to any promotion via any social media platform, any 

ticketing platform, printed flyer, etc. Details such as hours, products offered for sale and 

location of the event included in any additional online advertisements must match what 

has been submitted to the Board and all other Baltimore City agencies from which a 

permit is required for the event.   

 

d. A list of all vendors participating in the event. (Note: only one liquor license may be 

utilized during the event). 

 

e.  A security plan that includes: 

 

i. A map of the area where the licensed event will be held with a notation of where 

liquor will be served and stored. 

 

ii. The controls that will be put in place to ensure that people under 21 are not 

served.  

 

iii. Number and type of security guards (armed or unarmed), where the guards will 

be posted and in what capacity they will serve during event (i.e., guarding the 

alcohol, checking ids, etc.). 
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iv. If a security company has been hired, provide:  

 

(1) The name and contact details for the company, including the 

name and cell phone of the individual who will be managing 

security onsite during the event; 

 

(2) For all security personnel working at the event, copies of their 

current state issued security guard license and/or handgun 

permits for those who will be armed. 

 

f. The following permits from other governmental agencies: 

 

i. A permanent or temporary use permit (if the area is not already permitted).  

 

ii. A fire permit which states the capacity of the area to be licensed. 

 

iii. A DOT permit if the licensed area is within a public right of way or property 

managed by DOT (i.e. the road, public sidewalk, median, etc.). 

 

iv. A Housing permit indicating that the location being used is permitted for an 

assembly and sale of alcohol. 

 

v. If the event is scheduled to occur within a Baltimore City Recreation and Parks 

property, a permit from Recreation and Parks.  

 

3) Issuance of Temporary Special Event License licenses shall be limited in the following manner: 

 

a. A non-profit organization may be granted a maximum of 15 temporary special event 

licenses per calendar year. 

 

b. A maximum of 15 temporary special event licenses per calendar year may be issued per 

address. 

 

4) The Board may deny an application for a Temporary Special License after taking into 

consideration:  

 

a. The number of licenses granted to the applicant organization for the address that is the 

subject of the request;  

 

b. Past performance of the individual or organization applicant including but not limited to 

any previous violations of law and/or BLLC rule by the individual or organization 

requesting the license;  

 

c. Any previous violations of law and/or BLLC rule noted at the location to be licensed;  
 

d. The number and location of existing license holders within the vicinity;  
 

e. The number and location of temporary special event licenses issued within the vicinity; 

 

f. The impact of the temporary special event license on the health, safety, and welfare of the 

community, including issues relating to crime, traffic, parking, or convenience;  
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g. Any money owed to the BLLC for previous licenses or fines;  

 

h. Comments or concerns raised by any Baltimore City agencies;  

 

i. Any documentation or communications protesting the application by the public; and 

 

j. Any of the criteria identified in subsection 6 of this Rule. 

 

5) If upon review of these items, the Board decides not to issue the license, the Board shall promptly 

inform the applicant of its decision and the reason(s) for its decision. 

 

6) The Board may revoke an approved application for a Temporary Special License if: 

 

a. It determines that the applicant lied on the application and/or fraud was exercised in 

conjunction with an application. 

 

b. Upon notification by law enforcement and/or another city agency that revocation is 

necessary to maintain the public safety of organizers, attendees or the community at 

large.  

 

c. An employee of the Board determines that the nature of the event is substantively 

different than what the individual and/or organization applicant conveyed in his/her 

application. 

 

d. An employee of the Board determines that the individual applicant, organizer and/or 

agents of the nonprofit organization have broken a BLLC rule that significantly threatens 

the health, welfare and safety of organizers, attendees or the community at large.  

 

7) Recipients of a Temporary Special Event License may not promote or allow smoking of any kind, 

including but not limited to hookah, inside the establishment that is so licensed and may not 

promote or allow illegal activity and/or activity prohibited by these rules. 

 

8) Recipients of a Temporary Special Event License may purchase alcohol from a wholesaler or 

retail licensee. 

 

9) No person may bring onto or consume on the premises covered by a Temporary Special Event 

License any alcoholic beverage that was not purchased from the Temporary Special Event 

License holder. 

 

10) Recipients of a Temporary Special Event License must follow all Rules and Regulations of the 

Board.  If Bottle Service is offered in conjunction with a Temporary Special Event License, all 

BLLC Rules and Regulations must be followed, especially Rule 3.14. The recipients may be 

subject to a public hearing before the Board in accordance with BLLC Rule 2.05(2) and/or denial 

of future requests for Temporary Special Event Licenses for any violation of rule or law.  

 

11) The Board shall issue a weekly public notice listing all Temporary Special Event Licenses 

granted including but not limited to the type of Special Event License granted, the name of the 

applicant, date, time and location of the event. 
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12) Applications for a Temporary Special Event License must be submitted at least 14 days before 

the scheduled event. If an application is submitted less than 14 days prior to the event to be 

licensed, the request for could be denied. If the license is granted, a late fee will be assessed in the 

following manner: 

 

# of Days Before Event for which an 

Application is Submitted 

Late 

Fee 

7-14 $125  

1-6 $250  

Note: submission of an application on Friday for a Sunday event will be charged a $250 late fee. 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.10 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 1-101, 4-1202, 4-1203, 4-1204, 4-1312, 

12-1314) 

 

Rule 1.11 – Temporary Licenses for Tastings, Samplings, and Festivals 
 

1) Beer and Wine Tasting – One Day License: a special beer and wine license issued by the Board 

that permits on premises consumption of wine and beer for tasting or sampling purposes subject 

to the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. Upon application and approval, the Board may 

issue this license only to a Class A beer and wine licensee or a Class A beer, wine, and liquor 

licensee.  

 

2) Beer, Wine, and Liquor Tasting – One Day License: a special beer, wine, and liquor license 

issued by the Board to the holder of a Class A beer, wine, and liquor license or a Class A-7 beer, 

wine, and liquor license in the 46th legislative district, to allow for on premises tastings of beer, 

wine, and liquor. Upon application and approval, the Board may authorize the holder to allow the 

on-premises consumption of beer, wine, and liquor for tasting or sampling subject to the 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article.  

 

3) Wine Sampling – One Day License: a special license issued by the Board to a bona-fide non-

profit that permits the transportation of wine and the consumption of wine for sampling purposes 

subject to the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article.  

 

4) Baltimore Wine Festival: a special Baltimore Wine Festival license entitles the holder to display 

and sell at retail wine for consumption on or off the licensed premises on the days and hours 

designated for a BWF.  

 

5) Baltimore Beer Festival: The Board may issue a special Baltimore Beer Festival license for 

participation in a beer festival to be held on Class B retail licensed premises or on non-licensed 

premises located in the City, subject to Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-1304. 

 

6) Non-Profit Beer Festival: The Executive Director may issue a special permit to a non-profit 

organization, as defined by the Internal Revenue Code, to conduct a nonprofit beer, wine and 

liquor festival for at least 1 day and not more than 3 consecutive days, subject to Alcoholic 

Beverages and Cannabis Article § 2-131. If a Licensee receives a retail off-site permit from the 

Executive Director, to participate in a non-profit beer festival and/or farmer’s market, the 

Licensee shall notify the Board within 24 hours.  
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(BLLC Rule 1.11 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 2-131, 2-136, 12-1304,12-1305, 12-1306, 12-

1307, 12-1308)  

Rule 1.12 – Special Sunday One-Day Licenses for Class A and D Licensees 
 

1) Class A – Special Sunday License (Thanksgiving to New Year’s): The Board may issue to the 

holder of a Class A alcoholic beverages license a Special Sunday license that allows the holder, 

subject to the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article, to exercise the off-sale license privilege 

on the Sundays that fall between Thanksgiving Day and New Year’s Day from 1 p.m. and 9 p.m.  

 

2) Class A – Special Two Additional Sunday Licenses: The Board may issue to the holder of a Class 

A alcoholic beverages license a Special Sunday license that allows the holder to exercise the off-

sale license privilege on two additional Sundays during the calendar year subject to the Alcoholic 

Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

3) Class D – Supplemental Sunday License: The Board may issue a supplemental license no more 

than four (4) times during a calendar year to a holder of a Class D beer, wine, and liquor license. 

The license authorizes the holder to sell alcoholic beverages from 6 a.m. on Sunday to 1 a.m. the 

following day, subject to the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-2004(f)(3)(i). 

 

(BLLC Rule 1.12 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-2003,12-2004) 

 

Rule 1.13 – Pub Tour Permit  
 

1) A pub tour permit is needed for events where: 

 

a. There are at least three (3) license holders whose premises are within walking 

distance of each other;  

 

b. The licensees participate in a coordinated promotion (with or without a third party 

promoter) to sell or provide alcoholic beverages during a specified date and time;  

 

c. At least 75 individuals are expected to participate.  

 

2) A third-party promoter or a participating license holder on behalf of a pub tour promoter must 

obtain the permit from the Board before the pub tour promoter may publicize, sell tickets for, 

organize, operate, produce, or stage a pub tour.  

 

3) Applications for a pub tour shall be submitted to the BLLC at least forty-two (42) days before the 

date of the Pub Tour. 

 

4) The application must:  

 

a. Contain notarized signatures for each licensee that will participate in the pub tour;  

 

b. A security plan that includes an explanation for how the organizer will ensure that no 

minors are served as a part of the pub crawl, where and when wristbands or tickets 

will be issued, how the organizer plans to address trash and debris that remains after 

the pub crawl ends, etc.; 
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c. Contact information for the onsite manager of the pub crawl;  

 

d. Include full payment of all costs to the BLLC; 

e. The BLLC will not consider the application complete if any of these three items is 

missing 

 

5) BLLC staff will publicize all issued pub tour permits including but not limited to providing a list   

of and contact information for all participating licensees and the third-party promoter. 

 

6)   A licensee or promoter caught publicizing, selling tickets for, organizing, operating,      

  producing, facilitating, or staging a pub tour with the knowledge or a reason to know that  

a pub crawl promoter’s permit has not been obtained, the Board shall impose a fine of not less 

than $1,000 and not more than $3,000 or suspend the license or both. 

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12-1101.1) 

 

Rule 1.14 – Related Event Promoter’s Permit  
 

1) A Related Event Promoter’s Permits is required if:   

 

a. A Baltimore City liquor licensee hires or works with a third-party promoter to sell or 

provide alcoholic beverages during a CIAA related event and/or during the Kappa 

Conclave; 

 

b. The event is one in which tickets are sold to the public, a cover charge is imposed, it is a 

concert, an entertainment event, a happy hour or a party; 

 

c. The third-party promoter, which may be an individual, for-profit organization, or a 

nonprofit organization, promotes a social event related to: 

 

i. The CIAA Basketball Tournament around the time and location of the CIAA 

Basketball Tournament; and/or 

 

ii. The Kappa Alpha Psi 2027 Conclave around the time and location of the 

Conclave. 

 

d. At least 75 individuals are anticipated to participate.  

 

2) If the Related Event Promoter’s Permit is required, it may be granted by the Board under the 

following conditions: 

 

a. The liquor licensee or the third-party promoter submits an application for the permit with 

the $50 application fee, at least 30 days prior to the event and prior to publicizing, selling 

tickets for, organizing, operating, producing or staging a related event;  

 

b. The applicant receives written consent from a designee of Visit Baltimore;  

 

3) All required permits from other Baltimore City agencies are obtained;  
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4) The applicant provides the Board with a security plan that contains the following information: 

 

a. Map of the Area, 

 

b. Number of Security Personnel overseeing the event, 

 

c. A plan to ensure that individuals purchasing and consuming alcoholic 

beverages are 21 and older, 

 

d. A plan to ensure alcoholic beverages purchased at the Related Event are 

not transported off-premises; and 

 

e. A plan to ensure compliance with the Board’s Alcoholic Beverage Rules 

and Regulations. 

 

5) If this is an outdoor event and the licensees are serving alcoholic beverages in 

a temporary space that is not authorized for alcohol sales and consumption, then the license 

holders shall pay the additional $200 per day for an outdoor extension. 

6) The Board may impose a fine of at least $1,000 and up to $3,000 if they determine that the liquor 

licensee and/or third-party promoter publicized, sold tickets, charged a cover charge, or otherwise 

failed to obtain a related event promoter’s permit as is required. The bill also states that anyone 

found guilty of violating the requirements contained therein be barred from obtaining a permit for 

at least one year.  

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12-1102.2) 
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CHAPTER 2 
APPLICATIONS AND HEARING PROCEDURES 

 

Rule 2.01 – Applicants 
 

1) Sole Applicant: An application by a sole applicant shall include a statement that the applicant is a 

resident of the City at the time of the filing of the application. 

 

2) Partnership: If an application is made for a partnership, the license shall be issued to all the 

partners as individuals, all of whom shall have resided in the City at the time of filing the 

application. The individuals shall continue to reside in the City as long as they hold the license. If 

there is only one general partner, the license shall be issued to that partner as an individual, who 

shall be a registered voter and a resident of the Baltimore City at the time of application. The 

partner shall continue to reside in the City as long as the partner holds the license.  

 

3) Corporation or Club: An application for a corporation or a club shall be made by, and the license 

issued to, three of the officers of that corporation or club, as individuals, for the use of the 

corporation or club. At least one of the individuals shall be a registered voter and taxpayer of the 

City when the application is filed and shall have resided there at the time of filing the application. 

The application shall list the names and addresses of all officers of the corporation or club, and 

shall be signed by the president or vice-president as well as by the three officers to whom the 

license is to be issued. If a corporation has fewer than three officers or directors, all of the officers 

or directors shall make the application. If there are no officers or directors of a closed corporation, 

at least one stockholder may make the application, provided that the stockholders holding a 

majority of the stock vote affirmatively.  

 

4) Limited Liability Company: An application for a limited liability company shall be made by, and 

the license issued to, three of the authorized persons of that limited liability company, as 

individuals. At least one of the authorized persons shall be a registered voter and taxpayer of the 

City when the application is filed and shall have resided in the City at the time of filing the 

application.  The authorized person shall continue to reside in the City as long as the authorized 

person holds the alcoholic beverage license. If the limited liability company has fewer than three 

authorized persons, then all of the authorized persons shall make the application. An authorized 

person of a limited liability company who holds an alcoholic beverages license for the use of the 

limited liability company that was granted on or before June 1, 2012, need not be a registered 

voter in the City.  

 

(BLLC Rule 2.01 in 2015) (BLLC Rule 2.04 in 1988, 1988) (BLLC Rule 2.05 in 1998, 1998) (See Alc. 

Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-103, 4-104, 4-105, 12-1401,12-1402) 
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Rule 2.02 – New/Transfer/Amendment/Extension Applications 
 

1) Application: An application for a new license, license transfer, extension of the premises, change 

of officers, addition of an ancillary privilege, change in resident agent, or class change of a 

license, shall be made to the Board on a form required by the Executive Director and issued by 

the Board. The application shall be completed by the applicant or under the applicant’s personal 

supervision and shall be typewritten and/or printed in black or blue ink so as to be legible. All 

forms can be found at: https://llb.baltimorecity.gov/application-process.  At such time as 

applications are available to be submitted electronically, applications will be accepted in both 

hard copy and electronic formats.  

 

a. All applications shall be made under oath, subject to the penalties of perjury, and attested 

to by a Notary Public. 

 

b. All applications shall be completed before submission to the Board. A hearing date will 

not be scheduled until the Board receives a complete application.  

 

c. The Board will examine each application for the issuance or transfer of a license to 

determine its completeness within 45 days after receipt of the application.  

 

d. The application is not complete unless:  

 

i. All required documents outlined in the application have been submitted 

including: 

 

1. A background check. 

 

2. A detailed floor plan that indicates where alcohol will be sold, stored and 

served. 

 

3. A detailed floor plan for an outdoor table service request that shows the 

number of tables and chairs that will be used in the service and where 

they will be placed. 

 

4. Preliminary capital investment and sample menu for new Class “B” 

license applications.  

 

ii. All fines and fees that are due to the Board have been paid.  

 

2) Criteria used by Board to Approve an Application: Before approving an application and issuing a 

license, the Board shall consider:  

 

a. The public need and desire for the license;  

 

b. The number and location of existing licensees and the potential effect on existing 

licensees of the license applied for;  

 

https://llb.baltimorecity.gov/application-process
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c. The potential commonality or uniqueness of the services and products to be offered by 

the applicant's business;  

 

d. The impact on the general health, safety, and welfare of the community, including issues 

relating to crime, traffic conditions, parking, or convenience; and  

 

e. Any other necessary factors as determined by the board.  

 

3) Criteria used by the Board to Disapprove an Application: The application shall be disapproved 

and the license for which application is made shall be refused if the Board determines that: 

 

a. The granting of the license is not necessary for the accommodation of the public.  

 

b. The applicant is not a fit person to receive the license for which application is made. 

 

c. The applicant has made a materially false statement in his/her application. 

 

d. The applicant has practiced fraud in connection with the application. 

 

e. The operation of the business, if the license is granted, will unduly disturb the peace of 

the residents of the neighborhood in which the place of business is to be located.  

 

f. There are other reasons, in the discretion of the Board, why the license should not be 

issued.  

 

4) Other factors for Board Determination: The Board shall also consider any other applicable factors 

as required in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article before making a determination to 

approve and issue or disapprove an application.  

 

5) Compliance Requirements: Before any new license, transfer of an existing license, ancillary 

privilege, extension of the premises of an existing licensed premises, or renewal of an existing 

license is issued, the licensee shall comply with the requirements of: 

 

a. Alcoholic Beverage & Cannabis Article, including obtaining a bulk transfer permit, if 

applicable, and paying all personal property, retail sales, and withholding taxes, if 

required.  

 

b. The Rules and Regulations of all State and Baltimore City agencies. 

 

c. Any other conditions or restrictions placed upon the issuance of the license by the Board. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.01 in 1988, 1998) (BLLC Rule 2.02 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-108, 4-210, 

12-1407) 
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Rule 2.03 – Substitute Applications 
 

1) Reporting requirement: Any changes in the pertinent information contained in any application 

filed with the Board shall be reported to the Board in a timely manner. This includes, but is not 

limited to, a change of name, a change of telephone number, a change of email address, a change 

of address, a death of a licensee, dissolution of a corporation, an election or change of an officer 

or authorized person who is listed as an applicant or licensee.  

 

2) Fees: Any change on a licensee's application concerning the removal, addition, or substitution of 

a licensee shall be accompanied by a $500 issuance fee. 

 

3) Substitution of Corporate Officers, Authorized Persons of a Partnership or LLC: Any change 

concerning a corporate or limited liability company application requires:  

 

a. An application for substitution of corporate officers or authorized persons on the form 

provided by the Board; and 

 

b. An affidavit from an authorized person that provides an explanation of the substitution; 

and a statement from the entity that no more than 50% of the ownership has changed; and  

 

c.  A signed letter of resignation from the outgoing corporate official or authorized person; 

and/or 

 

d.  A signed copy of the contract indicating that the holder(s) of a license transfer(s) less 

than 50% of the ownership interest of the licensed premises and the name and 

information of the transferee; and/or 

 

e. A certified copy of the corporate or limited liability company minutes or resolution 

indicating the substitution of corporate officer(s) or authorized person(s). 

 

4) Substitution of a Secured Party: A secured creditor may apply to the Board to substitute its 

position in place of a licensee in default. The application shall include: 

 

a. A copy of the security agreement, such as a copy of the signed contract or lease, between 

the licensee and the secured party, a separate agreement between the lessee and the lessor 

that outlines the intent of the lessee to sign back his interest regarding the liquor license 

to the lessor; and 

 

b. A statement stipulating that the purpose of the transaction is for the secured creditor to 

sell, and not operate, the license; and  

 

c. A copy of the letter of default that was sent to the licensee indicating that the licensee 

was in default concerning the terms of the security agreement and stipulating that the 

secured party would take action to secure the secured party’s interest created by the 

security agreement; and/or 

 

d. A copy of a receipt or certified copy of the recorded security agreement that has been 

recorded with the Circuit Court of Baltimore City or State Department of Assessments 
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and Taxation or a Uniform Commercial Code filing.  

 

e. The secured creditor may not engage in alcoholic beverage operations under the license 

at issue unless they complete all required steps involved in a “Transfer of Ownership” 

including but not limited to submitting a “Transfer Application” and appearing at a 

hearing before the Board.   

 

5) Substitution of a Contract Purchaser: If a person, corporation, or partnership submits a substitute 

application for the purpose of being named a contract purchaser the application shall include: 

 

a. A copy of the bill of sale, which includes the identification of transferee, the contract 

purchaser, the specific license to be transferred; and 

 

b. Notarized and signed transfer authorization and affidavit of compliance by the previous 

owner. 

 

6) Substitution in cases of Death of a Licensee for Personal Representative of Licensee’s Estate: As 

governed by Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §§12-2301 and 4-803, upon the death of 

a holder of a license, the personal representative of the deceased’s estate may apply for a 

substitute transfer, which will allow the personal representative 18 months after the issuance of 

the substitute license to transfer the license while the affairs of the estate are disposed. The 

personal representative’s application shall include: 

 

a. A copy of an official death certificate of the deceased licensee; and 

 

b. A certified copy of the letters of administration authorized by the Register of Wills of the 

jurisdiction of the deceased; and 

 

c. Evidence of the identification of the applicant to allow the Board to determine that the 

applicant is the personal representative of the deceased’s estate. 

 

7) Substitution in cases of Death of a Licensee for Surviving Spouse or Partner: As governed by 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-2302, upon the death of a holder of a license, the 

surviving spouse, the surviving partners for the benefit of the partnership, or the senior surviving 

officer for the benefit of the corporation may apply for the issuance of a license through the 

substitution application. The license shall be issued only for the remainder of the license year. 

The application shall include: 

 

a. A copy of an official death certificate of the deceased licensee; and 

 

b.  A certified copy of the letters of administration as authorized by the Register of Wills of 

the jurisdiction of the deceased; and 

 

c.  Evidence of the identification of the applicant to allow the Board to determine that the 

applicant is the surviving spouse, the surviving partners for the benefit of the partnership, 

or the senior surviving officer for the benefit of the corporation of the deceased. 

 

8) A new person named to the license as a result of a substitution shall meet the requirements in  

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-1403. 
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9) The Board's administrative staff may interview and conditionally approve any person who is 

proposed by the licensee as the new resident applicant on an existing license. The conditional 

approval of the staff is subject to final approval by the Board at its next regularly scheduled 

meeting. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.03 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-302, 4-306, 4-803, 12-501, 12-1403, 12-1707, 

12-2302) 

 

Rule 2.04 –Transfer of a License  
 

1) One or more holders of a license may transfer more than 50% of the ownership interest in the 

licensed premises only if: 

 

a. A completed written alcoholic beverage license transfer application is filed with the 

Board before the proposed transferee begins operation of the business; 

 

b. The holder or holders file a transfer affidavit signed by all current licensees of record; 

and 

 

c. All state taxes and local taxes owed by the transferor are paid.  

 

2) Money owed to the City or State by the licensee:  

 

a. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the Board may not authorize the 

transfer of a license if money is owed by the transferor to the City or State.  

 

b. If the transferee gives the Board written certification, under oath subject to penalties of 

perjury, and attested to by a notary public, that transferee assumes the debt of the 

transferor, the Board may approve the transfer application contingent upon payment of 

the debt on or before a date that the Board deems appropriate. 

 

3) During the hearing on a transfer of ownership at the same location, the Board shall consider the 

factors outlined in Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §4-210 before determining whether 

to allow the transfer to occur. 

 

4) A license may be transferred to an existing location where there already is an alcoholic beverage 

license. In such cases, the license presently at the existing location may be transferred to new 

ownership at a new location, provided an application is filed with the Board within 180 days after 

the date the new license is transferred to the existing location.  

 

5) The licensee shall obtain all the required permits and approvals stipulated by the Federal, State, or 

City departments or agencies, including the Board’s own requirements, within 180 days after the 

applicant receives notice of the Board’s approval of the transfer so that the license can be 

properly issued to the licensee.  All transfers shall be completed within the time stipulated under 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-1705, which the Board shall interpret in 

conjunction with any other applicable federal, State, or local statute. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.10 in 1988,1998) (BLLC Rule 2.05 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-302, 12-1701, 
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12-170212-1705, 12-1710, 12-2202, 12-2203) 

 

Rule 2.05 –Notice and Hearings 
 

1) New Application/Transfer/Amendments: 

 

a. Before considering a license application the Board shall publish a notice of the 

application twice a week for two consecutive weeks in two newspapers of general 

circulation in the City of Baltimore.  

 

b. The notice shall specify the name of each applicant, the kind of license applied for, the 

location of the place of business proposed to be licensed, and the date, time, and place 

fixed by the Board for a hearing upon the application.  

 

c. The hearing on the application will not be held less than 7 days nor more than 30 days 

after the last date of publication.  

 

d. The Board shall cause a suitable sign or notice to be posted and to remain posted for a 

period of at least 10 days before the hearing in a conspicuous place upon the premises 

described in the application. The notice shall specify the class of license applied for and 

the time and place fixed by the Board for hearing. 

 

e. At the hearing, any person may testify, even if the applicant asks for a postponement. 

 

f. At the hearing the Board shall consider the factors listed in Alcoholic Beverages and 

Cannabis Article § 4-210 in determining whether to approve the action requested. 

 

2) Violation Notice and Hearing: 

 

a. Incident/violation reports concerning licensed establishments are generated through 

various federal, State, and local officials, including Board inspectors. Each report shall be 

reviewed by the Board staff to determine whether further action by the Board is 

warranted. 

 

b. After conducting a preliminary review of the report, the Board staff may prepare charges 

alleging the violation of alcoholic beverages rules, regulations, or laws, which would be 

the subject of a public hearing held by the Board. The charges shall be served on the 

licensee and presented to the Board at a public hearing. 

 

c. At least 10 days before a hearing on a charge against a license holder of an alcoholic 

beverages rule, regulation or law violation, the Board shall cause to be served upon the 

license holder a summons containing: 

 

i. The name and address of the licensee as same appears on the license; and 

 

ii. The rule, regulation or law that the licensee is charged with having violated and 

the date of the violation if it relates to a specific instance; and 

 

iii. The time and place of the hearing. 

 



31  

 

 

d.  Service upon licensees may be made in numerous ways, including: 

 

i. Personal Service on the licensee; 

 

ii. Service at the establishment of the licensee; 

 

iii. Service on the attorney or representative of the licensee; and 

 

iv. Service by certified mail. 

 

(1) The Board will send via certified mail a copy of the charging 

document to all  licensees of record using the address(es) that 

have been submitted to the Board by the licensee(s). If the 

licensees have not accepted service of the certified mail and 

service on the licensed premises during business hours has been 

unsuccessful, the Board will have the licensed premises posted 

with a copy of the charging document. If personal service is not 

made, the licensee will be deemed served when a certified and 

one (1) regular mailing has been sent and the establishment has 

been posted. 

 

(2) If it is known by the Board that the establishment has   

  ceased operations due to fire, casualty, act of God, or an   

  action of a creditor; and it is determined that a violation   

  notice is to be served, then the Board may not attempt   

  personal service. Instead, the Board shall send via certified  

  and regular mail a copy of the charging document to all   

  licensees of record using the address(es) that have been   

  submitted to the Board by the licensee(s). 

 

e. The Board will maintain an open file policy. Before the hearing, the public, licensee, or 

representative of the licensee shall have access to all of the materials that will be used to 

support the claims alleged against the licensee. 

 

f. At the hearing, the Board shall hear testimony and may admit evidence to support the 

allegations with which the licensee has been charged. The licensee will have an 

opportunity to cross-examine and challenge any of the witnesses who testify in support of 

the allegations. The licensee may present a defense to the allegations that includes 

introducing evidence as well as presenting witnesses and testimony. 

 

g. The Board shall decide what may be allowed into evidence at the hearing. 

 

h. The Board shall decide by a preponderance of the evidence whether a licensee has 

committed a violation. 

i. If the Board decides that a violation has occurred, the Board may impose a fine, suspend 

and/or revoke the license.  

 

j. If the Board finds that a violation has occurred, a licensee must participate in a BLLC 

class within three months of the decision.  
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k. Records of any violation of the alcoholic beverage laws or rules and regulations of the 

Board shall be retained for consideration in connection with a subsequent violation in a 

manner for which the Board sees fit. 

 

l. The Board may determine when to suspend or revoke a license, if the licensee is 

convicted of the violation and a suspension or revocation is imposed by the Board. 

Suspensions of 1icense privileges shall be in consecutive days.  

 

(BLLC Rule 2.06 in 1988, 1998, 2015)(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-208, 4-209,4-603,12-1506)  

 

Rule 2.06 – 50% Protest Against the Issuance or Transfer of a License 
 

1) An application for a license may not be approved if: 

 

a. It appears that more than 50 percent of the owners of real or leasehold property within 

200 feet of the place of business for which the application is made oppose the granting of 

a license; or  

 

b. More than 50 percent of those owners and tenants in combination of real or leasehold 

property within 200 feet of the place of business for which the application is made 

oppose the granting of the license.  

 

2) When applicable: This rule does not apply to an application for a license transfer for the same 

premises unless the license to be transferred is of a broader scope or more permissive class than 

the license presently issued for the same premises.  

 

3) 50% Hearing Procedures and Process: 

 

a. A request for a postponement with a notice of intent to submit a 50% protest of an 

eligible transfer or expansion, in accordance with MD Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis 

Article § 12-1508, must be filed with the Board at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 

public hearing. 

       

    i.  This notice shall be sent via email to: hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov. 

 

ii.  The notice shall identify a representative for the group of protestants and  

provide a telephone number and email address for that representative who is 

responsible for communicating with the Board staff. 

 

b. Upon receiving such notice, the Board staff shall notify the applicant’s attorney or the 

applicant if unrepresented, that a 50% protest is being pursued by the community and that 

the hearing is being postponed. 

c. Staff of the Board shall reach out to the Baltimore City Department of Planning and/or 

any other appropriate City agency, to identify the properties located within 200 feet of the 

property that is the subject of the application and protest. They will also be requested to 

provide information regarding ownership of identified properties. 

 

d. Once in receipt of the properties located within 200 feet and their owners, the Board staff 

shall provide such information to the representative for the protestants and the applicant’s 

mailto:hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov
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attorney along with a date for the public hearing.  

e. Board staff will provide the protestant representative with an electronic version of the 

affidavit that must be filled out by those protesting the transfer, notarized and (the 

originals) returned to the Board’s office within a specified timeframe but no less than 14 

days. Such affidavits shall include:  

 

i. A statement that the protestant is the owner or tenant of real or leasehold property 

situated within two hundred feet of the proposed premises; and 

 

ii. A description of the property; and 

 

iii. A statement that the affiant is opposed to the issuance or transfer before the 

Board. 

 

f. Within at least 14 days prior to the hearing, Board staff shall provide all affidavits 

received by the specified deadline to the applicant’s attorney or the applicant if 

unrepresented. These shall be provided electronically although the originals may be 

viewed in the BLLC office. 

 

g. If, at a public hearing, the Board determines that the protestants have met the burden 

described in section 1 of this rule, the application shall be denied. 

 

h. If, at a public hearing, the Board determines that the community protestants have not met 

the burden described in section 1 of this rule, a hearing on the merits of the application 

shall immediately follow the 50% hearing. 

 

i. In the hearing on the merits of the application, the Board shall consider the factors 

outlined in Rule 2.02 and shall allow protestants to address any relevant issues at the 

hearing.   

 

4) Calculation of Opposition Votes: 

 

a. Private Property:  

 

i. Should any owner of the dwelling participate as a protestant or proponent of the 

application, then the owner(s) and the tenant of the dwelling shall each have one-

half vote. 

 

ii. In case of property rented jointly, if one tenant appears in person at the hearing as 

a protestant, the other tenant's protest may be recorded by an affidavit. 

 

b. Owners of Public Property:  

 

i. The City and the State shall be included as owners of real or leasehold property 

when they own title to a building, and it may protest through an authorized 

representative of the Mayor and City Council or Governor.  

 

ii. If the City or the State owns more than one building within 200 feet of the place 

of business for which a license application is made, then only the building closest 

to the place of business may be the basis for making a protest. 

 



34  

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-1508,12-1509,12-1702) 

Rule 2.07 – Submission of Evidence, Motions and Postponements in 

Preparation for Public Hearings 
 

1) Submission of Evidence:  

 

a. A party may offer documentary, photographic, video, electronic, or other relevant 

evidence at a hearing. 

 

b. At the hearing, the Chairperson shall determine the admissibility of evidence. In 

determining whether to admit evidence, the Chairperson may consider: 

 

i. Whether the evidence is relevant to an issue before the Board;  

 

ii. Whether the evidence is cumulative, repetitive, or unnecessarily duplicative; 

 

iii. Whether admission of the evidence would unfairly prejudice another party; 

 

iv. Whether the evidence was timely submitted in accordance with this rule; and 

 

v. Whether admission of the evidence would unnecessarily delay or disrupt the 

hearing. 

 

c. A party presenting documentary evidence at a hearing shall provide at least five (5) 

copies of each exhibit unless otherwise directed by the Chairperson. 

 

2) Electronic Submission of Evidence:  

 

a. A party may submit evidence electronically to the following address:  

hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov. 

 

b. Unless otherwise authorized by the Chairperson, electronically submitted evidence shall 

be received by the Board no later than forty-eight (48) hours before the scheduled 

hearing. 

 

c. Electronically submitted evidence shall clearly identify: 

 

i. The date of the hearing; 

 

ii. The name of the licensee, applicant or business; 

 

iii. The address of the licensed premises or other location that is the subject of the 

proceeding; 

 

iv. The name, address and contact information of the submitting party. 

 

d. Evidence and correspondence submitted pursuant to this section become part of the 

official case file and may constitute public records that may be viewed by members of the 

press and the public. 

 

mailto:hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov
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3) Late-Submitted Evidence: 

 

a. Evidence received fewer than forty-eight (48) hours before the scheduled hearing is a late 

submission. 

 

b. A late submission shall be retained in the official case file. 

 

c. A party seeking admission of late-submitted documentary evidence shall provide at least 

five (5) copies of the evidence at the hearing unless otherwise directed by the 

Chairperson. 

 

4) Motions:  

 

a. A party intending to present a written motion before a scheduled hearing shall submit the 

motion and any supporting memorandum or documentation electronically no later than 

forty-eight (48) hours before the scheduled hearing unless otherwise authorized by the 

Chairperson. 

 

b. The Board may consider an untimely motion upon a finding of good cause. 

 

5) Postponement Requests:  

 

a. A request for postponement shall: 

 

i. Be in writing; 

 

ii. Be submitted electronically to the following address:  

hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov; 

 

iii. State the reasons supporting the request; and 

 

iv. Be received no later than forty-eight (48) hours before the scheduled hearing 

unless good cause exists for a later filing. 

 

b. The Chairperson shall review untimely postponement requests and may grant a 

postponement upon a finding of good cause.  

 

c. In determining whether good cause exists, the Board may consider: 

 

i. A medical emergency or serious illness; 

 

ii. An unavoidable scheduling conflict; 

 

iii. Newly discovered evidence; 

 

iv. The diligence of the requesting party; 

 

v. Whether another party would be unfairly prejudiced; and 

 

vi. Any other circumstance the Board determines warrants a postponement. 

mailto:hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov
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d. If a postponement is granted, the Board shall reschedule the hearing as soon as 

practicable. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.07 in 2015) (Implied authority, see, e.g., Thornton Mellon LLC v. Frederick Cnty. Sheriff, 

479 Md. 474, 2021) (See Town of La Plata v. Faison-Rosewick LLC, 434 Md. 496, 2013) (See also 

Riverwalk Apartments LLC v. Twigg, 396 Md. 527, 2007) 

  

Rule 2.08 – Renewals  
 

1) Application for Renewal: 

 

a. Application for renewal shall be filed between March 1 and March 31 each year on forms 

provided by the Board. The information requested shall be filled in by the applicants or 

under the applicants’ personal supervision and shall be typewritten and/or printed in 

black or blue ink so as to be legible. Renewal forms can be found at: 

https://llb.baltimorecity.gov/renewal. When renewal applications are available to be 

submitted electronically, applications will be accepted in both hard copy and electronic 

formats. The Board may receive a late application and may fine the licensee $50 for each 

day the application is late. The overall late fine amount may not exceed $1500.  

 

b. If an expiring license is subject to a restriction or suspension, the new license will be 

issued subject to the same restriction or suspension.  

 

c.  A processing fee of $50 shall be paid at the time a renewal application is submitted.  

 

d.  When a renewal application is filed, the Board will review the application in its entirety 

and any attached documents to determine whether any other information is needed. If the 

Board determines no more information is needed, the Board will issue the license upon 

receipt of payment of all outstanding fees and/or fines. 

 

e. All licensees shall present to the Board by June 30 of the renewal year a certificate issued 

by the Director of Finance or a compliance letter issued by the City, showing that there 

are no unpaid taxes or fees due to the City or the State. 

 

f. All licensees shall present to the Board by June 30 of the renewal year a copy of an active 

Trader’s License issued by the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Baltimore City for the 

applicable license year. 

 

g. The Board may not renew the license of a person who during the license year has been 

convicted of a State or federal offense that the Board determines to be of a nature that 

renders the licensee unfit or unqualified to obtain a renewal.  

 

h. Before a renewal may be denied because of a criminal conviction, the Board shall hold a 

public hearing at which all relevant facts and circumstances of the conviction are 

presented.  

 

i. A licensee must retrieve a physical copy of the renewed license from the Board’s office 

prior to the opening of business on May 1. A licensee who opens for business without 

having a physical copy of the renewed license in their possession may be charged with a 

https://llb.baltimorecity.gov/renewal
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violation of this Rule.  

j. A license renewal may not be granted for the use of the licensed premises in violation of 

the Zoning Code of the City.  

 

2) Protest of Renewals: 

 

a. A protest against the renewal of a license shall be filed in a period starting March 1 and 

ending March 31 of the license year. The protest shall be received by the Board no later 

than before the close of business on March 31. It shall be signed by not fewer than ten 

residents, commercial tenants (who are not holders of or applicants for a liquor license), 

or real estate owners in the immediate vicinity of the licensed place of business. If 

submitting the protest electronically, it shall be submitted to 

hearing.exhibits@baltimorecity.gov and clearly state “Protest of Renewal” in the subject 

line. Protests can also be submitted via first class mail or hand delivery to the office of 

the Board. Regardless of delivery method, the protest must be received by the Board or 

postmarked by the deadline.  

 

b.  All protests shall be based on specific complaints concerning the operation of the 

establishment. 

 

c.  The board may not consider zoning issues.  

 

d. When determining whether a license should be renewed and, if so, whether any condition 

should be attached, the board may consider the performance of the license holder for the 

4-year period immediately before the date of the renewal application. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.03 in 1988,1998) (BLLC Rule 2.04 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 1-405,4-406, 4-

407, 4-408, 12-1802, 12-1804.1, 12-1805,12-1808, 12-2103)  

 

Rule 2.09 – Membership Clubs 
 

No licensee, except a Class C licensee, may restrict the use of the licensed premises or any part of 

the licensed premises as a membership club without the prior approval of the Board. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.09 in 1998, 2015) 

 

Rule 2.10 – Multiple Applications 
 

If an application for a new license, extension, or transfer of a location is denied, the applicant may 

not reapply for the same license, privilege or transfer for a period of six (6) months after the denial. If an 

application is withdrawn before the Board makes a decision, this rule shall apply, unless the withdrawal 

occurs more than forty-eight (48) hours prior to the hearing.  

 

(BLLC Rule 2.11 in 1988, 1998) (BLLC Rule 2.10 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12-1507) 
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Rule 2.11 – Motion for Reconsideration 
 

1) A licensee or a party of record desiring to request a motion for reconsideration of a decision of 

the Board shall file the motion within 15 days after the date the decision was issued. The motion 

is to be addressed to the Chairperson. 

 

2) The request shall state the reason why the decision should be reconsidered, such as that the 

decision was a product of fraud, surprise, mistake, or inadvertence, or that some new or different 

factual situation exists that justifies a different conclusion. 

 

3) If a licensee or party of record files a petition for judicial review on a matter while that matter is 

under reconsideration by the Board as per this rule, the Board shall lose jurisdiction to review the 

moving party’s Motion for Reconsideration and the motion shall be considered moot. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.11 in 2015) 

 

Rule 2.12 – Appeals  
 

1) Any licensee or party of record desiring to petition for judicial review of an order shall file with 

the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the City a petition for judicial review. The petition shall be filed 

within 30 days of the order of the Board. A fee of $100 shall be paid to the Board at the time of 

filing. 

 

2) The cost of the transcription of testimony shall be borne by the appellant. Orders for the transcript 

shall be placed with the stenographer within 5 days after the notation of the petition for judicial 

review. 

 

3) The appellant shall pay for the transcript within 90 days of placing the order for the transcript. 

 

4) Upon receipt of the transcript, the Board’s designee, in a timely fashion, shall make four (4) 

copies of the transcript and deliver the items in the following manner: one copy to be filed with 

the Circuit Court under the corresponding case number, one copy to be delivered to the Board’s 

appellate counsel, one copy to be delivered to the licensee or the licensee’s attorney or 

representative that requested the transcript; and one copy to be maintained by the Board. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.15 in 1988) (BLLC Rule 2.12 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §4-908) (See also implied 

authority, e.g., Laukenmann v. Laukenmann, 17 Md. App. 107, 1972) 

 

Rule 2.13 – Inspections 
 

In furtherance of its duty under the Alcoholic Beverage Article, the members of the Board, or an 

authorized agent or employee of the Board, the Comptroller or an authorized deputy, inspector, or clerk, 

the Executive Director or an authorized designee of the Alcohol, Tobacco and Cannabis Commission; and 

all peace officers, while on official business, may inspect all licensed premises on any day and at any 

time, despite posted hours of operation, without a search warrant. No licensee or licensee agent may 

refuse to admit any official, while on official business to enter upon the licensed premises and inspect the 

premises.  

 

(BLLC Rule 2.13 in 2015) (See Alc. Art. Bev. §6-202) 
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Rule 2.14 – Request to Reopen After Being Closed for Three Consecutive 

Months 
 

1) Procedure: A licensed premises that has been closed for at least 3 consecutive months shall 

submit to the Board a “Request to Reopen” application that includes the following:  

 

a. A request for a hearing and approval to reopen; and 

 

b. The date when the establishment closed;  

 

c. Any requested documents or receipts that support the stated date of closure; and 

 

d. A check or money order made payable to the “Director of Finance” for $100.00 to cover 

the costs of the hearing. 

 

2) Hearing: Except where extenuating circumstances exist, all requests to reopen must be heard by 

the Board at a public hearing. 

 

3) Required Documents to be submitted after Board approval: Within 90 days after the Board has 

approved the request to reopen, the applicant shall submit up to date copies of the following 

documents and/or information to the Board’s Administrative Staff before the license to reopen is 

issued: 

 

a. Trader’s License; and 

 

b. City Health Permit (if applicable); and 

 

c.  City Use and Occupancy Permit; (if applicable) and 

 

d.  Sales Tax License; and 

 

e. Verification that the corporation that owns the license is active and in good standing with 

the State Department of Assessment and Taxation 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.14 in 2015) (See Alc. Art. Bev. §12-2203) 
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Rule 2.15 –Hardship Requests and Transfer Hardship Requests 
 

1) Procedures:  

 

a. Hardship Extension request: A license expires 180 days after the licensed holder  

has closed the business or alcoholic beverage operations at the licensed premises have 

ceased unless one of the following hase occurred within that time frame:  

 

i. An application to transfer the license to another location or person has been 

submitted;  

 

ii.   A request for a hardship extension is filed with the Board. The request    

     must include:  

 

1. The date when the establishment closed and/or last date of operation;  

 

2. A brief description of the undue hardship that led to the closure of the 

establishment for 180 days; and 

 

3. A check or money order made payable to the “Director of Finance” for 

$100 to cover the costs of the hearing. 

 

b. Transfer hardship extension request: If a transfer that has been approved by the Board 

cannot be completed within 180 days, then the licensee or applicant shall submit to the 

Board: 

 

i. A request for a transfer hardship extension within 180 days after the Board has 

approved the transfer of the license;  

 

 

ii. A brief description of why the transfer could not be completed within 180 days; 

and 

 

iii. A check or money order made payable to the “Director of Finance” for $100 to 

cover the costs of the hearing. 

 

2) Criteria the Board may consider: Upon review, the Board may consider the following criteria 

when making the determination to grant the hardship extension: 

 

a. The nature of the hardship as it exists; 

 

b. The testimony and/or evidence submitted on the record of any of the witnesses on behalf 

of the affected licensee, including the licensee, as to why the undue hardship extension 

should be granted; or 

 

c.  Any other reason that the Board deems fit and appropriate. 

 

(BLLC Rule 2.15 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-1705, 12-2202)  
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Rule 2.16–Monetary Penalty in Lieu of Hearing 
 

1) Eligibility:  

 

a. The violation is eligible for a monetary penalty in lieu of a hearing if:  

 

i. The matrix indicates that the charged violation is eligible. 

 

ii. The Licensee is charged with multiple violations stemming from the same 

incident and ALL violations qualify for this program according to the matrix. 

 

b. The violation is not eligible for a monetary penalty in lieu of a hearing if any of the 

following are true:  

 

i. The Licensee has had two (2) or more of the same type of violation in the prior 

four (4) year period.  

 

ii. The violation type is not listed in the violation matrix (which is attached as 

addendum A) and stems from noncompliance with an MOU with the community 

in which the Licensee’s establishment is located. 

 

iii. The Licensee is charged with multiple violations stemming from the same 

incident and one (1) or more violations do not qualify for this program according 

to the matrix. 

 

iv. The Licensee is charged with a violation that requires a hearing before the Board.  

 

v. The Board determines that the Licensee or licensed establishment is ineligible for 

this program. 

2) Process: 

 

a. Notice of Violations and Offer:  

 

i. In accordance with the violation matrix attached as Addendum A, the Board or 

the Deputy Executive Secretary or an attorney hired by the Board shall prepare a 

formal letter to the Licensee that explains the violations alleged against the 

Licensee, including any evidence that the agency has collected in support of the 

alleged violations. The letter shall state: 

 

(1) That the Licensee is eligible for the Monetary Payment in Lieu of 

Hearing (MPLH) program. 

 

(2) The amount of the monetary penalty for each alleged violation. 
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(3) That to participate in the MPLH program, the Licensee agrees to 

voluntarily waive his/her right to a show cause hearing, admit to the 

facts of the violations as alleged, take the corrective action 

prescribed in the offer by the Board, and accept the amount of the 

monetary penalty.   

 

(4) That the Licensee may request a show cause hearing before the 

Board. 

 

(5) That the signed letter and payment must be received at the BLLC 

office by the date provided in the letter.  

 

(6) That failure to submit the signed letter and payment of the fine, if 

applicable, by the date specified, will result in the immediate 

issuance of a cease-and-desist order prohibiting the Licensee from 

selling alcohol. 

 

(7) That if a cease-and-desist order is issued it will remain in place until 

the Board receives the signed letter indicating acceptance or rejection 

of the offer and the fine that is due, if applicable.  

 

b. Hearing: 

 

i. If the Licensee requests a show cause hearing, the hearing shall be scheduled as 

soon as practicable.  

 

c. Transparency: 

 

i. The Board shall maintain a publicly accessible database of all MPLH program 

offers including all licensees who accepted the MPLH program offer. The 

database shall include violations they have been charged with and thus have 

admitted to by accepting the offer as well as the amount of the monetary penalty.  

 

ii. An MPLH offer will be noted in a Licensed Premise’s electronic file and hard 

copy file. 

 

iii. An accepted offer will be noted on the docket for the first hearing scheduled 

immediately following the acceptance of the offer. 

 

iv. All accepted offers will be read into the record during the hearing in which the 

case is listed on the docket. 

(BLLC Rule 2.16 in 2024) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 6-402, 12-2105, 12-2802)
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CHAPTER 3 
STANDARDS OF OPERATION 

 

Rule 3.01 – Ownership and Operation 
 

1) Every licensee shall be the actual owner and operator of the business conducted on the licensed 

premises. The identity of any person, other than the licensee, having any financial interest in 

and/or exercising dominion and control over a licensed premises shall be disclosed to the Board 

in writing. 

 

2) All licensees shall file an operating agreement for any and all operators who have not been 

disclosed to and approved by the Board on a previous application. 

 

3) No operating agreement shall be valid unless it is accompanied by an application filed under Rule 

2.02, Rule 2.03, or Rule 2.04, when required. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.01 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) 

 

Rule 3.02 – Cooperation 
  

 A licensee and its employees shall cooperate with a state or local agency in the course of 

conducting official business including but not limited to: 

 

a. The Board,  

 

b. The Baltimore City Police Department,  

 

c. The Office of the Baltimore City Sheriff, and  

 

d. The Baltimore City Health Department.  

 

(BLLC Rule 3.02 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art.§§ 4-109, 12-1401,12-1404,12-

2605) 

 

Rule 3.03 – Records 
 

1) Licensee shall keep accurate records of all purchases of alcoholic beverages for 1 year after the 

date of each purchase. The records shall include the date of each purchase, the quantity 

purchased, and the name and address of each seller. The records shall be kept on the licensed 

premises and be made available for inspection by members of the Board, its employees, and all 

other law enforcement officials.  

 

2) Licensees, whose licenses authorize consumption on the licensed premises, shall keep accurate 

records of all sales of alcoholic beverages so that a determination may be made of what portion or 

percentage of sales are in sealed packages or containers for consumption off the licensed 

premises. The records shall be kept on premises and available for inspection by members of the 

Board, its employees, and all other law enforcement officials. 
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3) Licensees shall keep on their premises records containing the legal names, aliases, addresses, 

ages, and the last four digits of the respective Social Security numbers of all of their employees. 

The records shall be kept on the licensed premises and be made available for inspection by 

members of the Board, its employees, and all other law enforcement officials. 

 

4) Licensees shall have applied, or have proof of application, for: (i) a certificate issued by the 

Director of Finance of the City showing that there are no unpaid taxes on the merchandise, 

fixtures and stock of the applicant due to the City or the State; and (ii) a trader’s license issued by 

the Circuit Court of Baltimore City. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.03 in 1988,1998, 2003,2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §1-408) 

 

Rule 3.04 – Keg Registration  
 

1) The sale of containers of beer for off-premises consumption with a capacity of least four gallons 

or more, e.g., party balls and kegs, may be made if the following requirements are met: 

 

a. The licensee shall provide to the purchaser a keg registration form approved and 

distributed by the Executive Director that is designed to be affixed to the keg and that 

indicates the name and address of the licensed establishment and a registration number. 

 

b. The purchaser shall provide valid identification and complete and sign a registration form 

with the following information: 

 

i. The purchaser’s name and address as shown on the identification produced; 

 

ii. The date of birth of the purchaser; and 

 

iii. The date of the purchase. 

 

c. The licensee shall affix the completed registration decal on the keg at the time of 

purchase. 

 

d. The licensee shall remove the registration decal from the keg upon its return by the 

purchaser and before the keg is returned to the beer wholesaler. 

 

e. The licensee shall retain the completed keg registration booklet on the license premises 

for at least 30 days. 

 

2) The licensee may charge the purchaser a fee to cover administration and processing expenses. 

 

3) A completed registration form signed by the purchaser creates a presumption that the licensee has 

complied with this Rule. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.04 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., § 5-303) 
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Rule 3.05 – Alcohol Awareness Certification 
 

1) A licensee or an employee of a licensee shall complete a retail alcoholic training course by an 

approved alcohol awareness program as approved by the State Comptroller. The certification 

shall be renewed every 4 years.  

 

2) A copy of the alcohol awareness certification shall be on the licensed premises and be made 

available on request to a Board inspector or any other applicable State or City law enforcement 

officer while on official business.  

 

(BLLC Rule 3.05 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §4-505) 

 

Rule 3.06 – Signs and Hours of Operations 
 

1) All signage, including exterior signage, shall conform to zoning laws, rules, and regulations of the 

City. 

 

2) A licensee shall have a copy of the licensee’s license in a frame and/or displayed in a conspicuous 

area that is visible to the public. The licensee shall present the license on request to an authorized 

public official.  

 

3) A licensed establishment shall post its days and hours of operation on a window or door, in a 

conspicuous area that is visible to the public. A licensee who changes hours of operation shall 

provide the Board with the new hours within 30 days after making the change. 

 

4) If a licensee anticipates being closed for operation on a specific day and time, a sign must be 

posted explaining why operations are closed during the posted hours of operation.  

 

(BLLC Rule 3.04 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 3.06 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-508,12-

103) 

 

Rule 3.07 – Lighting 
 

1) Exterior Lighting: A licensee shall provide sufficient exterior lighting to clearly and distinctly 

illuminate the entries and exits of their establishment.  

 

2) Interior Lighting: A licensee shall provide interior lighting to sufficiently illuminate all 

commercial areas used by the public. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.05 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 3.07 in 2015) 
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Rule 3.08 – Compliance with Laws and Regulations  
 

1) A licensee shall operate their establishment in compliance with the sanitation, health and safety 

standards of:  

 

a. The Department of Housing and Community Development;  

 

b. The Baltimore City Health Department;  

 

c. The Baltimore City Police Department; and  

 

d. Other applicable City, state, and federal laws or regulations. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.06 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 3.08 in 2015)  

 

Rule 3.09 – Exterior Sanitation 
 

1) Licensees shall ensure the exterior of their establishment is free of trash and debris by: 

 

a. Providing containers for the disposition of garbage and refuse that meet the requirements 

of Baltimore City;  

 

b. Keeping the garbage containers covered at all times; and  

 

c. Removing all refuse regularly. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.06 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 3.08 in 2015) 

 

Rule 3.10 – Restroom Facilities  
 

1) Licensees, except Class A, Class A-2, and Class A-7 licensees, shall provide on the licensed 

premises adequate, sanitary and fully functioning restroom facilities for all patrons. 

 

2) Signs requiring that all employees wash their hands after use of the bathroom shall be 

prominently posted in the kitchens and bathrooms used by a licensee’s employees. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.07 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 3.09 in 2015) (BLLC Rules 3.08 and 3.09 in 2024) 

 

Rule 3.11 – Communications 
 

1) Licensees shall provide the Board with one functional telephone number and one primary email 

address. 

 

2) Within 30 days after changing a phone number or primary email address, a licensee shall provide 

the Board with the updated information. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.10 in 2015) 
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Rule 3.12 – Delivery of Alcoholic Beverages  
 

1) Operational Requirements  

 

a. Delivery Personnel: 

 

i. Alcoholic beverages may be delivered only by Delivery Personnel authorized 

under Rule 1.09(2)(d). 

 

ii. All Delivery Personnel shall be at least 21 years of age.  

 

iii. Before delivering alcoholic beverages, Delivery Personnel shall successfully 

complete an Alcohol Awareness Program approved under Alcoholic Beverages 

and Cannabis Article § 4-505. 

 

b. A delivery of alcoholic beverages is complete only when Delivery Personnel obtain the 

following at the delivery address:  

 

i. The signature of the intended recipient, in paper or electronic form, 

acknowledging receipt of the alcoholic beverages and certifying that the recipient 

is at least 21 years of age; and 

 

ii. Verification that the intended recipient is at least 21 years old by viewing and/or 

scanning a government-issued photographic identification. 

 

c. Delivery Personnel shall refuse delivery if: 

 

i. The intended recipient fails to provide valid government-issued photographic 

identification establishing that the recipient is at least 21 years of age; 

 

ii. The intended recipient refuses to sign the acknowledgment required by this 

Rule;  

 

iii. The intended recipient appears intoxicated; 

 

iv. The delivery address is licensed for the sale of alcoholic beverages;  

 

v. The delivery address is a correctional facility, reformatory, locker mailbox,  

package shipping or storage facility;  

 

vi. The delivery address is a school, college or university campus, except that this 

prohibition does not restrict the delivery of food.  

 

d. Any alcoholic beverage that cannot be lawfully delivered shall be promptly returned to 

the licensed premises from which they originated.  

 

e. Alcoholic beverages shall remain in the sealed package or container received by the retail 
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licensee from the wholesaler. Mixed drinks, other than Ready-to-Drink (RTD) alcoholic 

beverages authorized by law, may not be delivered. 

 

f. Under no circumstances may alcohol be delivered to an individual located outside of 

Baltimore City.  Licensees and Local Delivery Service Permit holders are encouraged to 

explore and implement technology that will help them remain in compliance with this 

rule.  

 

g. Hours of delivery. A retail licensee may not accept an order for alcohol delivery later 

than one hour before alcohol sales must cease under the licensee's alcoholic beverage 

license. No deliveries of alcohol may be made prior to or after the hours of operation 

specified on the license.  

 

h. A retail licensee may deliver only those alcoholic beverages authorized by its license. 

Specifically: 

 

i. Class A (Wine and Beer) licensees may deliver beer and wine. 

 

ii. Class A (Beer, Wine and Liquor) licensees may deliver any type of alcoholic 

beverage.  

 

iii. Class B/D (beer only) licensees may deliver beer only. 

 

iv. Class B/D (beer and wine) licensees may deliver beer and wine. 

 

v. Classes B, D, and BD7 (beer, wine and liquor) licensees may deliver any type 

of alcoholic beverage.  

 

2) Retail Licensee Responsibilities: A retail licensee shall maintain the original delivery forms or 

electronic delivery records for at least two years and make them available to the Board upon 

request. 

 

3) Local Delivery Service Permit Holder Responsibilities: 

 

a. Shall not sell or store alcoholic beverages for delivery.  

 

b. Shall provide to the Board each calendar quarter, on a form required by the Executive 

Director, a list of Delivery Personnel who completed the permit holder’s approved 

Alcohol Awareness Program during the preceding quarter.  

 

c. Shall not compensate retail delivery personnel based solely upon whether an order of 

alcoholic beverages results in a completed delivery transaction. 

 

d. Shall maintain original delivery forms and electronic delivery records for at least two 

years and make them available to the Board upon request. 
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e. Shall maintain records regarding all Delivery Personnel who deliver alcohol and make 

them available to the Board upon request.  

 

4) Enforcement:  

 

a. A violation of this rule by a Local Delivery Service Permit holder subjects the permit 

holder to the following penalties:  

 

i. For a first violation, a fine of $1,000; 

 

ii. For a second violation, a fine of $3,000 and a suspension of the local delivery 

service permit for 30 days; 

 

iii. For a third violation, a fine of $6,000 and a suspension of the local delivery 

service permit for 60 days; and 

 

iv. For any subsequent violation, revocation of the local delivery service permit. 

 

b. Nothing in this rule limits the Board's authority to suspend or revoke a Local Delivery 

Service Permit for any violation of this rule or other applicable law. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.11 in 2015, 2024) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-507, 4-1107, 12-901, 12-1903)  

 

Rule 3.13 – General Welfare 
 

 Licensees shall operate their establishments in such a manner as to avoid disturbing the peace, 

safety, health, quiet, and to promote the general welfare of the community.  

 

(BLLC Rule 3.12 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See also, Grace v. Board of Liquor License Commissioners 

for Baltimore City, Md. Ct. Spec. App. 2018, unreported) 

 

Rule 3.14 – Bottle Service 
 

1) A licensee may offer Bottle Service if: 

 

a. The license issued to the premises allows for on-premises consumption; 

 

b. Bottle Service is provided only to patrons seated and at a reserved table, dedicated bar, or 

other designated and controlled area; 

 

c. The licensee provides sufficient mixers, ice, and glassware for each bottle purchased; 

 

d. A staff member shall serve or pour all alcoholic beverages provided through Bottle 

Service; 

 

e. Personnel are assigned to monitor the Bottle Service area and maintain control of the 

area. 
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2) Service prohibitions: A licensee shall not permit:  

 

a. Patrons to drink directly from any bottle except beer or ready-to-drink (RTD) cocktails in 

containers of 750 ml or less; 

 

b. Patrons to leave the Bottle Service area or the licensed premises with the purchased 

bottles of alcohol if the bottles are open. Customers may leave the licensed premises with 

a partially consumed bottle of wine in accordance with BLLC Rule 4.07(2). 

 

3) A licensee may store partially consumed bottles of alcohol purchased through Bottle Service for 

future on-premises consumption by the purchasing patron, provided the bottles remain in the 

possession and control of the licensee. 

 

4) A licensee offering Bottle Service remains responsible for compliance with the Alcoholic 

Beverages and Cannabis Article and these Rules and Regulations, including any violations 

committed by patrons receiving Bottle Service. 

 

(BLLC Rule 3.13 in 2015, 2024)  

 

Rule 3.15 – Compliance with a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

 

1) The standards contained within a memorandum of understanding will become a part of the 

liquor license and the Board may condition the issuance or renewal of the liquor license on 

substantial compliance with the terms of the memorandum of understanding if: 

 

a. The licensee voluntarily enters into an MOU with a community association(s): 

during the issuance or renewal of an alcoholic beverage license; and 

 

b. The memorandum of understanding expressly acknowledges the authority of the 

Board under the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article within the agreement. 

 

2) The licensee must maintain a paper copy of the memorandum of understanding on the 

licensed premises and upon request, the licensee and/or its employees shall provide it to a 

local agency conducting official business including but not limited to: 

 

a. The Board, 

 

b. The Baltimore City Police Department, and 

 

c. Baltimore City Sheriff.  

 

3) The licensee, its staff and agents must comply with the terms of the memorandum of 

understanding.  

 

4) A memorandum of understanding should be renewed every five (5) years and submitted to 

the BLLC by the parties. 

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., §§ 12-1406, 12-1408) 
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Rule 3.16 – Required Attendance at a BLLC Class for New Licenses, 

Transfers and Expansions 
 

Before or after a hearing on a new license, a transfer, a conversion or an expansion of a license, at 

least one (1) of the licensees MUST attend a class at the BLLC office during which the BLLC rules and 

regulations will be discussed as well as other processes such as renewals, etc.  

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., § 4-212) 

 

Rule 3.17 – Required Attendance at a BLLC Class after Violation 
 

Within three (3) months after the Board has found a licensee guilty of violating a BLLC rule 

and/or the MD Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Act, one of the licensees listed on the alcoholic 

beverage license MUST attend a class at the BLLC office during which the BLLC rules and regulations 

will be discussed.  

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., § 4-212) 

 

Rule 3.18 – No Smoking or Vaping Sign 
  

All liquor licensed establishments are required to prominently display a sign indicating No 

Smoking or Vaping in each indoor area open to the public and at each public entrance to an indoor area 

where smoking or vaping is prohibited.  

 

(See MD Code, Health - General, §§ 24-505, 24-506) 

 

Rule 3.19 – Worker’s Compensation  
 

 All liquor licensed establishments are required to obtain and maintain workman’s compensation 

for all covered employees of the establishment.  

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., § 1-404) (See Md. Code, Labor and Employment §§ 9-402, 9-1012) 

 

Rule 3.20 – Digital Camera Surveillance System  
 

1) Authority of the Board 

 

a. As per Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article 12-1804.2, the Board is authorized to 

ensure that all Class A, Class A-2, Class A-7 Beer, Wine, and Liquor license holders 

shall maintain and operate a Digital Surveillance System on its licensed premises in 

accordance with this regulation. 

 

2) Digital Surveillance System Requirements 

 

a. The High-Definition Cameras must be placed in such a way that: 

 

i. The exterior of each entry way into the licensed premises is monitored; 

 

ii. The interior of each entry way into the licensed premises is monitored; and 
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iii. The cash register or till is monitored. 

 

b. A license holder required to install a Digital Surveillance System under this regulation, 

shall create a sign that states the following: 

 

i. “24-Hour Digital Surveillance System in Operation” 

 

ii. This Licensed Establishment is subject to 24-Hour Video Surveillance 

Monitoring on the Exterior and Interior of the Establishment 

 

iii. “Sistema de Vigilancia Digital 24 Horas en Funcionamiento” 

 

iv. Este Establecimiento Licenciado está sujeto a Monitoreo por Videovigilancia las 

24 Horas en el Exterior e Interior del Establecimiento. 

 

c. This sign must: 

 

i. Be at least 8.5 x 11 inches in size; and 

 

ii. Contain the text required under BLLR Regulation 4.23 (c)b.i.1 in English and 

Spanish. 

 

d. A license holder may meet the requirements of this subsection by creating its own signs, 

using a font size of not less than 36 points for title of the sign and a font size of not less 

than 24 points for the body text. 

 

e. A license holder shall post the sign in a conspicuous location on both the interior and 

exterior on the licensed premises. 

f. Digital Records produced by the Digital Surveillance System shall be retained by the 

license holder for not less than 14 days, but not more than 30 days. 

 

i. Digital Records shall be maintained on the licensed premises or via the cloud 

using a service provider. 

 

ii. Digital Records must be maintained in accordance with standard video footage 

storage requirements such as MPEG-4 or higher, H.264, or HEVC/H.265. 

 

3) Compliance 

 

a. A license holder shall register its Digital Surveillance System with the Police Department 

through its Citiwatch Program which can be accessed via the internet at: 

www.citiwatch.baltimorecity.gov. 

 

b. Verification - The Board will verify that a license holder required to install a Digital 

Surveillance System under this regulation, has in fact installed and continuously operates 

such a Digital Surveillance System whenever an Inspector of the Board conducts a 

routine or compliance inspection of the licensed establishment. 
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c. Renewal - A license holder shall along with and in addition to filing its application for 

renewal, which is due by March 31, of each license year, file a separate affidavit 

verifying its compliance with these regulations. 

 

d. Requests for Footage by Police Department 

 

i. The Police Department may request either verbally or in writing Digital Records 

from a license holder required to install a Digital Surveillance System under this 

regulation only in connection with a Criminal Investigation. 

 

ii. Inadmissibility Clause – Unless otherwise determined by a Court of competent 

jurisdiction, Digital Records obtained by the Police Department, from a license 

holder required to install a Digital Surveillance System under this regulation, in 

violation of this regulation are inadmissible in a criminal proceeding 

 

iii. Provision of Video Footage to Police Department. 

 

(1) Digital Records properly requested by the Police Department 

must be provided within 24 hours after the request was made.  

 

(2) Digital Records provided to the Police Department by a license 

holder required to install a Digital Surveillance System under 

this regulation, shall be made accessible via the internet (video 

cloud service provider), placement of local footage unto digital 

media such as a USB Drive, external or removable hard drive, or 

via DVD/Blu-ray. 

 

4) Penalties 

 

a. In conjunction with Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. 4-604 and 12-2802 the Board is authorized to 

fine, suspend, and/or revoke the license of a license holder required to install a Digital 

Surveillance System under this regulation, after being found in violation of this 

regulation. 

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. § 4-604(b)(7)) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. § 12-901) (See also Alc. Bev. & 

Can. Art. §1 2-902) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. § 12-902.1) (See also Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. § 12-1804.2); 

(BLLC Rule 4.23 in 2024) 
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Rule 3.21 – Public Market License –Operations and Vendor Conduct 

 
1) Public Market License: Per the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article there is a Public 

Market License. 

 

2) Requirements and Conduct of Vendors 

 

a. Applications for Vendors 

 

i. Each vendor shall provide to the Board all information as listed on the Vendor 

Application as provided by the Board. 

 

ii. Additional Items to be submitted with Vendor Application 

 

(1) Valid Traders License  

 

(2) Valid Health Permit 

 

(3) Proof of Good Standing with SDAT 

 

(4) Valid Alcohol Awareness Certification  

 

(5) All individuals who apply with the Board as vendors of the 

Public Market License Holder, authorized to sell alcoholic 

beverages, shall apply to the Central Repository for a State and 

National Criminal History records check. 

 

b. Addition or Removal of Vendors 

 

i. If there is a request of the Public Market License Holder to add a vendor, then 

the following shall be submitted to the Board before the vendor is added to the 

License 

 

(1) Completed Vendor Application 

 

(2) Valid Traders License 

 

(3) Valid Health Permit 

 

(4) Proof of Good Standing with SDAT 

 

(5) Valid Alcohol Awareness Certification 

 

(6) Criminal Background Form 

 

(7) Approval of New Vendor 
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c. Upon review of the request, and confirmation that the vendor’s submissions are in 

compliance with the law, Board staff shall add the vendor to the License and produce a 

new amended copy of the Public Market License to the License Holder. 

 

d. Removal of Vendors 

 

i. To remove a vendor, the Public Market License Holder shall submit a letter to 

the Board requesting that a specific vendor or vendors be removed from the 

Public Market License and the original copy of their license. 

 

ii. Upon review of the request, the Board shall remove the vendor from the 

License and produce a new amended copy of the Public Market License 

 

e. Scope of Vendors Authority to Sell Alcoholic Beverages 

 

i. A vendor authorized to sell alcoholic beverages, or an individual  who is 

designated by the vendor and employed in a supervisory capacity, is required to 

be: 

 

ii. Certified by an approved alcohol awareness program; and 

 

iii. Present when alcoholic beverages are consumed. 

 

f. Vendors shall not participate in or publicize, in or outside the enclosed public market, for 

a pub crawl or pub tour. 

 

g. Open Bar Prohibited - Except for an event closed to the public, including a rehearsal 

dinner, wedding reception, corporate function, or retirement party, a license holder or 

vendor may not allow an open bar to be operated by a vendor. 

 

h. Compliance with laws and BLLC Rules and Regulations 

 

i. All vendors of the Public Market License shall be in compliance with Federal, 

State, and local laws in addition to the Alcoholic Beverage Rules and 

Regulations of the Board. 

 

ii. Any violations that are issued by the Board for violating this subsection will be 

charged accordingly and the Public Market License Holder shall be brought 

before the Board at a public hearing as per the Alcoholic Beverages and 

Cannabis Article. 

 

3) Requirements and Conduct of License Holders 

 

a. Violations 

 

i. Any violations issued by the Board for violating this subsection will be charged 

accordingly and brought before the Board at a public hearing as per the 

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. 
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ii. Any license holder charged with a violation of the Federal, State, and local 

laws in addition to the Alcoholic Beverage Rules and Regulations shall be 

charged separate and apart from the Public Market License Holder and vendors 

of the Public Market License Holder. 

 

4)  Maintaining Common Seating Area 

 

a. The Public Market License Holder, vendors of Public Market License Holder, and license 

holders that are unrelated to the Public Market License Holder within the enclosed public 

market shall comply with any seating capacity standards as adopted by the Department of 

Housing and Community Development of Baltimore City and the Fire Department of 

Baltimore City. 

 

(See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12–1002.1) (BLLC Rule 4.23 in 2024) 
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CHAPTER 4 
PROHIBITED PRACTICES  

 

Rule 4.01 – Minors 
 

1) Sales to Minors: A licensee or any employee or agent of the licensee may not sell any alcoholic 

beverages at any time to a person under 21 years of age for the underage person’s own use or for 

the use of any other person.   

 

2) Furnishing Minors: A licensee or any employee or agent of the licensee may not furnish any 

alcoholic beverages at any time to a person under 21 years of age for the underage person’s own 

use or for the use of any other person 

 

3) Employment of a Minor Between the Ages of 18 and 21: A licensee may employ a person 18 

years of age or older to sell, serve, deliver, or otherwise deal with alcoholic beverages.  

 

4) Activities of Minors Under the Age of 18: A licensee may not allow an individual under the age 

of 18 years of age to sell, serve, deliver, or otherwise deal with alcoholic beverages, or provide 

entertainment on the licensed premises, regardless of whether that individual is an employee or 

not. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.01 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (BLLC Rule 4.08 in 1988, 1998) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. 

§§ 6-304, 12-1903) 

 

Rule 4.02 – Intoxicated Persons  
 

1) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not sell or serve any alcoholic beverage to 

an intoxicated person, a person who appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or a 

person who acts in a disorderly manner.  

 

2) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not permit an intoxicated person, a person 

who appears to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs, or a person who acts in a disorderly 

manner, to consume or possess an alcoholic beverage on the licensed premises. 

 

3) The licensee, his or her agent(s), and/or employee(s) shall determine that the person to whom the 

sale or service is made, or who is consuming or possessing an alcoholic beverage on the licensed 

premises, is not intoxicated, under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs, or acting in a disorderly 

manner prior to the sale, service, possession or consumption of any alcoholic beverage. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.02 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev Art. §§ 6-207, 6-307, 12-2601, 12-2703)  
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Rule 4.03 – Solicitation 
 

1) A licensee may not permit an employee, agent, or a patron of the licensee’s establishment to 

solicit for himself or others the purchase or use of any product or entertainment device within the 

licensed premises.  

 

2) A licensee may not pay or offer to pay a commission, gratuity or fee in money, goods or other 

consideration for or in connection with the sale of a product or the use of any amusement or 

entertainment device. 

 

3) A licensee may not employ a solicitor, salesman, or frequenter to solicit, outside of the licensed 

premises, orders for the sale of alcoholic beverages. A sale may not be consummated outside of 

the licensed premises.  

 

4) A licensee may not employ or use a loudspeaker or other sound-making or amplifying device that 

projects the sound outside the licensed premises to solicit orders for alcoholic beverages. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.03 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §4-503) 

 

Rule 4.04 – Free Food and Prizes  

 
1) A licensee may not offer free food to encourage the sale of alcoholic beverages; however, 

licensees may offer free cheese, hors d'oeuvres, crackers, pretzels, nuts and the like in connection 

with the consumption of alcoholic beverages on the premises. 

 

2) Alcoholic beverages may not be sold or given away as prizes in connection with the playing of a 

game or device. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.04 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §6-310) 
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Rule 4.05 – Prohibited Hours  
 

1) A licensee may not permit a person, including an employee, patron, and family member of an 

employee or agent of the licensee, to consume alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises 

during hours when alcoholic beverages sales are prohibited by law. 

 

2) Alcoholic beverages may not be served, dispensed, furnished or given away in any part of the 

premises during hours when alcoholic beverages sales are prohibited by law. 

 

3) Proof that a licensee displayed or offered alcoholic beverages for sale during hours when 

alcoholic beverages sales are prohibited by law is prima facie evidence that the licensee sold 

alcoholic beverages. 

 

4) Unpermitted Display of Alcohol: if a licensed establishment has been posted with a “Cease and 

Desist Notice” by the Board, all alcohol must be removed from the shelves so that it is not visible 

to the public. 

 

5) A licensee must end all operations, including the serving or sale of food and providing 

entertainment at the closing hour for that class of license unless they have received an exemption 

in accordance with § 12-2007 of the Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.05 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-2001, 12-2007, 12-2601)  

 

Rule 4.06 – Alcoholic Beverage Containers 
 

1) A licensee may not reuse or refill a bottle or other container of alcoholic beverages, unless it is a 

refillable container under Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis Article §12-1102. A licensee may 

not adulterate, dilute, or fortify the contents of a refillable container.  

 

2) Except where permitted by Rule 3.13, licensee may not sell, serve or furnish alcoholic beverages, 

other than beer or wine, by the bottle for consumption on the premises. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.06 in 1988, 1998, 2003, 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-1102, 12-1104, 12-1105) 
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Rule 4.07 – Open Containers, Illegal Possession and Consumption of Alcohol 
 

1) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not permit a person to leave the licensed 

premises with an alcoholic beverage, unless it is wine in a bottle that has been properly recorked 

or recapped. 

 

2) A licensee may permit a patron who has purchased a bottle of wine and who has partially 

consumed the bottle of wine with the meal to leave the licensed premises with the partially 

consumed bottle of wine, if the bottle has been corked or capped by the licensee or an employee 

of the licensee. 

 

3) A licensee may not permit a person to consume alcoholic beverages not permitted to be sold at 

any place on the licensed premises or in the building in which the licensed premises are located. 

 

4) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not allow a customer to consume or open 

any alcoholic beverage in the package good sale area of the licensed premises. 

 

5) A licensee may not allow patrons that purchase items for off or on premises consumption to loiter 

in front of the establishment and openly consume alcoholic beverages within the public right of 

way directly in front of the licensed premises. 

 

6) A licensee may not allow alcoholic beverages to be sold, consumed, or served on any part of the 

premises that are not licensed for such uses by the Board and listed on the alcoholic beverage 

license. 

 

7) A licensee may not allow alcoholic beverages to be sold, consumed or served on the exterior of 

the licensed premises unless such authority is listed on the alcoholic beverage license.  

 

8) A licensee may not allow patrons to drink alcohol directly from any bottle except beer or ready-

to-drink (RTD) cocktails in containers of 750 mL or less. 

 

9) A licensee may not pour alcohol directly into the mouth of a patron or staff member. A licensee 

may not pour alcohol into the mouth of a patron or staff member using an ice luge or other 

device.  

 

10) A licensee and/or the licensee’s agent such as a third-party promoter, shall not post pictures of or 

otherwise advertise prohibited activity in any way including but not limited to any promotion via 

any social media platform, printed flyer, etc. 

 

 (BLLC Rule 4.09 in 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.07 in 2015) (BLLC Rule 3.13 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & 

Can. Art., § 4-212) 

 

Rule 4.08 – Relations with Wholesalers 
 

1) A licensee may not purchase alcoholic beverages except from a licensed manufacturer or 

wholesaler. A licensee may not sell to any other licensee alcoholic beverages. A licensee may not 

keep or permit to be kept upon the licensed premises any alcoholic beverages unless purchased in 

accordance with this section.  
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2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, a licensee may not solicit or accept 

directly or indirectly a gift of alcoholic beverages, a tie-up advertisement in newspapers or other 

periodicals, or a gift or rebate of any sort, from a manufacturer, wholesaler, or person engaged in 

the distribution of alcoholic beverages; 

 

3) A sign, display or any other form of advertisement or a thing of value not in excess of $150.00 

may be solicited or accepted from a brewer or beer wholesaler. If manufactured directly by the 

beer wholesaler, then the value of the sign cannot exceed $50.00.  

 

4) A licensee may not have an interest in the business of any manufacturer or wholesaler of 

alcoholic beverages. A manufacturer or wholesaler may not have an interest in the business of 

any licensee.  

 

(BLLC Rule 4.10 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.08 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 2-315, 6-

311) 

 

Rule 4.09 – Drive-In Dispensaries 
 

 Alcoholic beverages may not be sold, served or consumed anywhere on the licensed premises of 

licensees maintaining drive-in or curb-service dispensaries, except inside permanent buildings situated on 

the premises and provided for such purposes. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.11 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.09 in 2015) 

 

Rule 4.10 – False Statement, Fraud or Deception 
 

1) An applicant for a liquor license, a licensee, or an applicant for a Temporary Special Event 

License shall not make any false statement in an original or renewal application for an alcoholic 

beverage license, in any letter or written statement, in testimony before the Board, or in any 

communication with a Board representative conducting official business. 

 

2) A licensee or an applicant for a Temporary Special Event License shall not issue a stop-payment 

order on any check or payment submitted to the Board for any license, service, or fine. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.12 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.10 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 4-210, 6-

330) 

 

Rule 4.11 – Discrimination 
 

 A licensee, or an agent or employee of the licensee may not directly or indirectly refuse, 

withdraw from, or deny the services, accommodations, advantages, facilities, and privileges offered on 

the said licensee's premises because of race, creed, religion, physical or mental handicap, color, sex, 

national origin, age, occupation, marital status, political opinion, sexual orientation, gender identity or 

expression thereof, or personal appearance, except that a reasonable dress code may be utilized if notice 

of the dress code is posted on the premises. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.14 in 1988, 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.11 in 2015) 
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Rule 4.12 – Gambling 
 

 Except when specifically authorized by law, a licensee or agent or employee of the licensee may 

not allow the licensed premises to be used for bookmaking or gambling in any form. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.15 in 1988, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.12 in 2015) 

 

Rule 4.13 – Drugs and Illegal Narcotics 
 

1) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not permit the licensed premises to be 

used for the sale or transfer, accommodation for the sale or transfer, or possession of any 

controlled dangerous substance as defined by the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

2) A licensee or an agent or employee of the licensee may not use, possess, sell or allow to be used, 

dispensed, or sold on the licensed premises any type of controlled dangerous substance as defined 

by the Annotated Code of Maryland. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.16 in 1988, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.13 in 2015, 2024) 

 

Rule 4.14 – Live Entertainment without Authorization 
 

1) A licensee shall only provide “live entertainment” or special amusement if he/she has obtained 

“Live Entertainment” approval by the City and this Board. 

 

2) Examples of live entertainment include: musical acts (including karaoke), theatrical acts (stand-

up comedy), plays, revues, dance, magic acts, disc jockeys (performing with amplified 

microphones and equipment), and similar activities. “Live Entertainment” is subject to change 

depending on any revisions or amendments to the Zoning Code of the City. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.14 in 2015, 2024) (See Zoning Code, Balt. City. Code Art. 32, § 1-306(c)) 

 

Rule 4.15 – Sexual Practices and Obscenity  
 

1) A licensee may not permit the licensed premises to be used for any sexual activity. A licensee, 

any employee, patron or frequenter may not solicit any person for prostitution or other immoral 

purposes. 

 

2) A licensee may not provide adult entertainment unless they hold a valid adult entertainment 

license issued by this Board. 

 

3) A licensee may not permit the licensed premises to be used for sexual conduct, exhibition, or any 

unlawful performance. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.17 in 1988, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.15 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art., § 12-2102) 
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Rule 4.16 – Illegal Conduct 
 

 A licensee may not commit or allow the commission of an act, on the licensed premises, that is 

contrary to any federal, State or local statute, law or ordinance or that is against the public peace, safety, 

health, welfare, quiet, or morals. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.18 in 1988, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.16 in 2015) 

 

Rule 4.17 – Storage 
 

1) A licensee must store or keep alcoholic beverages in a portion of the premises covered by the 

license. If a section of the premises is not listed on the alcoholic beverage license, the alcoholic 

beverages may not be stored in that area. 

 

2) A licensee may not store or keep alcoholic beverages, on the premises, unless the alcoholic 

beverages are elevated at least 6 inches off the ground. Alcoholic beverages may not be stored 

directly on the floor of the licensed premises.  

 

3) A licensee who has an outdoor table or café service ancillary privilege may not store or keep any 

alcoholic beverages outside the licensed premises but may only have an employee deliver the 

alcoholic beverage to the table. 

 

 (BLLC Rule 4.19 in 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.17 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §4-502) 

 

Rule 4.18 – Alterations 
 

1) A license holder may not make an alteration or change to the manner in which alcoholic 

beverages are dispensed without obtaining permission from the Board. 

 

2) A licensee may not make installations or alterations on the licensed premises without obtaining 

the required permits and approvals from the City. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.20 in 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.18 in 2015) 

 

 

Rule 4.19 – Gifts  
 

 A licensee, an agent or employee of the licensee may not give or otherwise transfer directly or 

indirectly to a member of the Board or an agent or employee of the Board, a commission, remuneration, 

or gift except as provided by the Ethics Law of Baltimore City or the State of Maryland. 

 

(BLLC Rule 4.21 in 1998, 2003) (BLLC Rule 4.19 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §12-2705) 
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Rule 4.20 – Specific Requirements and Prohibited Activities by License Type 
 

1) Class A,  Class A-2, and Class A-7: No On-Premises Consumption: The holders of a Class A, 

Class A-2, or a Class A-7 license shall not allow patrons that purchase alcoholic beverages for 

off-premises consumption to consume those alcoholic beverages on location of the premises at 

any time during the operation of the business, except where provided for by the Alcoholic 

Beverages and Cannabis Article. 

 

2) Class B Licensees: Functional Kitchen: The holders of a Class B license shall have on premises:  

 

a. A fully functioning kitchen having complete facilities and utensils for preparing and 

serving hot and/or cold meals to the public. It shall have wait staff available to take 

orders and deliver food to customers;  

 

b. The premises shall maintain a menu advertising the serving of a variety of meals. There 

shall be on the premises at all times sufficient food to fill orders from the menu; and 

c. Invoices of food purchases shall be available for presentation to Board inspectors or other 

law enforcement officials upon request. 

 

3) Class C Licensees: May not be Open to the General Public: Class C establishments are prohibited 

from granting the general public access to the licensed premises. Class C establishment are open 

and operating for the purposes of serving their membership. To that end, all Class C licensees 

shall have on site and available for inspection by Board inspectors or other law enforcement 

personnel, the following: 

 

a. A daily sign-in sheet documenting when members and their guests visit the club 

 

b. A Members log that details membership and dues information for each active member of 

the club. 

 

4) Class BD7 and Class D Licensees: Open and Operating Tavern 

 

a. Definitions: In this rule, the following words have the meanings     

indicated:  

 

i. “Bar” means a counter, regardless of configuration at which stools or chairs have 

been placed and from which alcoholic beverages are habitually served for on 

premises consumption. 

 

ii. “Package goods area” means an area: (1) within the licensed premises that has as 

its primary activity the sale of package goods; and (2) in which on premises 

consumption does not regularly take place. 

 

iii. “Tavern” means an establishment where alcoholic beverages are habitually 

served for on premises consumption at a bar or in a lounge area that may not be 

separated from the public by a fixed barrier. 

 

iv. “Tavern operations” includes all Class BD7 licenses and all Class D beer, wine 

and liquor (BWL) licenses. 
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(1) Although a new separate package goods area may not be constructed, a 

Class BD7 or Class D BWL licensee who has operated under a previously 

approved separate package goods store, department or section may continue 

operations. 

 

(2) A Class BD7 or Class D BWL license may not be transferred in 

ownership unless the subject premises conform to a tavern as defined in this 

rule. 

 

b. Prohibition: The holder of a Class BD7 or Class D BWL license shall grant all patrons 

access to a fully operating tavern portion of the licensed premises, wherever that may be 

on the premises, whenever the packaged goods area is open and operating. 

 

i. A fully operating tavern shall have a counter regardless of configuration, at 

which stools or chairs have been placed and from which alcoholic beverages are 

habitually served by a bartender for on-premises consumption.  

 

ii. There may be no barrier or partition separating the patrons of the establishment 

who wish to drink on premises from the bartender. 

 

(BLLC Rule 5.01 in 1988) (BLLC Rule 5.02 in 1998) (BLLC Rule 5.03 in 1988) (BLLC Rule 5.04 in 1988) 

(BLLC Rule 4.20 in 2015) (See Alc. Bev. & Can. Art. §§ 12-004, 12-901, 12-902, 12-902.1, 12-905, 12-

906, 12-907)  

 

Rule 4.21 Smoking and Vaping 
 

Licensees may not permit the smoking or vaping of cigarettes, cigars, hookah, electronic smoking 

devices, or any other lighted or vapor-producing tobacco, marijuana or nicotine product anywhere within 

an Indoor Area of the licensed establishment.  

 

(See Health – General Art. § § 24-501; 24–504; 24-505 and 24-506)  

 

Rule 4.22 Noise 

 
A licensee shall ensure that sound emanating from the establishment may not be heard more than 

50 feet away from the building in compliance with § 9-306 of the Baltimore City Health Code.  

 

(Health Code of Baltimore City, § 9-306) 
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APPENDIX A 
DRAFT MPIH MATRIX  

RULE # RULE SUBJECT  

ELIGIBLE 

FOR 

PROGRAM 

1ST 

VIOLATION  
2ND VIOLATION 

Rule 1.09  Ancillary Privileges     $300  $500  

Rule 1.13 Pub Tour Permit   $1,000  $2,000  

Rule 1.14 
Related Event 

Promoter's Permit 
  $1,000  $2,000  

Rule 

2.08(i) 
Renewals   $500  $1,000  

Rule 3.01  
Ownership and 

Operation 
NO     

Rule 3.02  Cooperation   $500  $750  

Rule 3.03  Records   $150  $300  

Rule 3.04   Keg Registration    $150  $300  

Rule 3.05  
Alcohol Awareness 

Certification 
  $200  $400  

Rule 3.06  
Signs and Hours of 

Operations 
  $100  $200  

Rule 3.07  Lighting   $150  $300  

Rule 3.08  

Compliance with 

Laws and 

Regulations 

  $500  $750  

Rule 3.09  Exterior Sanitation   $300  $500  

Rule 3.10  Restroom Facilities    $200  $400  

Rule 3.11  Communications   $100  $200  

Rule 3.12   
Delivery of 

Alcoholic Beverages 
NO     

Rule 3.13   General Welfare NO     

Rule 3.14  Bottle Service    $500  $750  

Rule 3.15  

Compliance with a 

Memorandum of 

Understanding 

(MOU) *Only 

subsection 2. 

  $300  $500  

Rule 3.18   
No Smoking or 

Vaping Sign  
  $150  $300  

Rule 3.19   
Worker's 

Compensation  
NO      

Rule 3.20 
Digital Surveillance 

System   
 

$500  

 

$750  
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APPENDIX A (Cont.) 
DRAFT MPIH MATRIX  

RULE # RULE SUBJECT  

ELIGIBLE 

FOR 

PROGRAM 

1ST 

VIOLATION  
2ND VIOLATION 

Rule 4.01  Minors NO      

Rule 4.02   Intoxicated Persons   $500  $750  

Rule 4.03  Solicitation   $100  $200  

Rule 4.04  
Free Food and 

Prizes  
  $100  $200  

Rule 4.05  Prohibited Hours    $1,000  $2,000  

Rule 4.06  
Alcoholic Beverage 

Containers 
  $500  $750  

Rule 4.07  

Open Containers, 

Illegal Possession 

and Consumption  

  $500  $750  

Rule 4.08  
Relations with 

Wholesalers 
  $200  $500  

Rule 4.09  
Drive-In 

Dispensaries 
  $200  $500  

Rule 4.10  
False Statement, 

Fraud or Deception  
NO     

Rule 4.11  Discrimination NO     

Rule 4.12  Gambling NO     

Rule 4.13  
Drugs and Illegal 

Narcotics 
NO     

Rule 4.14  

Live Entertainment 

without 

Authorization 

  $500  $750  

Rule 4.15  
Sexual Practices and 

Obscenity  
NO     

Rule 4.16  Illegal Conduct NO     

Rule 4.17  Storage   $200  $500  

Rule 4.18  Alterations   $200  $500  

Rule 4.19  Gifts  NO     

Rule 4.20  

Specific 

Requirements and 

Prohibited Activities 

by License Type 

  $500  $750  

Rule 4.21 
 Smoking and 

Vaping 
  $500  $1,000  

Rule 4.22 Noise   $500  $750  
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APPENDIX B 
DRAFT BLLC FEE SCHEDULE  

RENEWAL, ANNUAL LICENSE AND ANCILLARY PRIVILEGES FEE 

Renewal Application Fee $78  

Class A Wine $250  

Class A Beer & Wine  $171  

Class A and A-2 Beer, Wine & Liquor $2,060  

Class A-7 Beer, Wine & Liquor $2,336  

Class B Beer & Wine $310  

Class B Beer, Wine & Liquor  $2,060  

Class B LBHM Hotel/ Motel  $10,108  

Class B Market Place License  $8,580  

Class B Arena License $21,780  

Class B-D-7 Beer, Wine & Liquor $2,336  

Class C Beer & Wine $128  

Class C Beer, Wine & Liquor $860  

Class D Beer (Brewery) $300  

Class D Beer & Wine $260  

Class D Beer, Wine & Liquor $1,284  

Class VLF Video Lottery Facilities (Casino)  $17,500  

Class VLC Video Lottery Concessionaire License (Casino)  $7,500  

Class B Racetracks (Per day) $100  

Class M-F (Municipal Family Fun Center) $500  

Class LM-G Golf Course $936  

Live Entertainment $500  

Off Premise Catering $500  

Outdoor Table Service $200  

Corkage Fee  $20  

Growler Fee $50  

Retail Licensee Delivery Privilege $50  

Local Delivery Service Permit  $1,000  
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APPENDIX B (Cont.) 
DRAFT BLLC FEE SCHEDULE  

ADMINSTRATIVE FEES 

Transfer Application Fee $600  

Special AD Advertising Fee *in addition to application fee $1,200  

Substitute Application & Issuance Fee $500  

Request to Reopen $100  

Hardship & Transfer Hardship Request $100  

Appeal Fee $100  

Class D conversion Fee *46th Legislative District  $15,000  

Local Delivery Service Permit Fee 

*Up to 10 Drivers  $1,500  

*11 to 25 Drivers $5,000  

*More than 25 Drivers $10,000  

Duplicate License Fee $20  

Duplicating Document Fee *per page $0.50  

Certified Document Copies *per page $1.00  

Returned Payment Fee $30  

  
 

 

TEMPORARY LICENSES  

Beer Festival  $100  

Baltimore Wine Festival  $100  

Daily Wine Sampling for Nonprofit Organization  $25  

Beer and Wine Tasting  $50  

Class BWLT (B,W,L, on premises tasting)  

*Daily tasting license  $50  

*26-day tasting license  $400  

*52-day tasting license  $600  

*Tasting license that may be used daily throughout the year  $1,000  

Temporary Special Event License Application (One-day) Beer  $60  

Temporary Special Event License Application (One-day) Beer and Wine  $60  
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APPENDIX B (Cont.) 
DRAFT BLLC FEE SCHEDULE  

Temporary Special Event License (One-day) Beer, Wine, and Liquor 

*For estimated attendance of less than 300 $100  

*For estimated attendance of more than 300 but less than 1,000 $200  

*For estimated attendance of more than 1,000 $500  

All special Sunday licenses for Class A and Class D $120  

Temporary outdoor extension of licensed premises $200  

Related Event Promoter's Permit  

*Maximum capacity of the location is less than 300 $500  

*Maximum capacity of the location is more than 300 $1,500  

    

LATE FEES 

Renewal Late Fee *not to exceed $1500 $50 per day 

Fee for Late Submission of Extension & Temporary Special Event License Applications   

* For applications submitted 7 - 14 days before event $125  

* For applications submitted 1 - 6 days before event $250  

 


