BIKING

VIETNAM &
CAMBODIA
PREMIERE INNS

Asking "Why Indochina?" is like asking why you ride. The anticipation of what's around
the corner? The thrill of a place you've never been? Maybe it's the serenity of a 2,000‐year‐
old footpath. The fun of passing rice paddies in a blur of speed. Or touching Angkor's
ethereal ruins. Everything that's exhilarating about biking makes this trip an adventure.
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NEVER SUBCONTRACTED
We operate our own trips around the globe. That way we control the
quality—and we're fully responsible for your great experience.

TWO SUPPORT VANS
Beautiful, friendly, fascinating,
adventurous and wonderful trip! After a
while I had to decide not to stop for every
picture moment and chalk it up to a
memorable moment or else I would
never reach my final destination!!

We provide two support vans on all of our trips* so you can count on
us to be there when you need us, regardless of the route you take.

THOUGHTFUL TRIP DESIGN
We know how to create exceptional travel experiences, ensuring that
you get the most from your trip as it unfolds.

Katherine McLarney ‐ Saratoga, CA

MULTIPLE DAILY ROUTES

Click HERE to read more guest reviews

Being able to choose among several expertly designed routes each day
gives you the freedom to enjoy the best of a region at your own pace.

WE CELEBRATE MIXED ABILITIES
To accommodate varied activity levels, you need three leaders, two
vans, multiple route options, detailed directions, a rating system
showing if shuttles are required, and plenty of well-matched
riding/hiking companions.
*Over 95% of Backroads guests on scheduled trips travel with three Backroads trip leaders or
support staff, and two or more vehicles. We even add a fourth leader for meet and move days on some
of our most logistically complex trips with the most guests to ensure everyone enjoys the best
possible support. On less than 5% of scheduled trips, the number of guests is small enough that we
can maintain our trademark high service standards with just two leaders and one van.

Click HERE to learn more about the Backroads Quality Guide

8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS
Click HERE for departure dates and pricing
details
ROUTE RATING LEVELS 1–3
See below for details
TO RESERVE YOUR TRIP
Sign up online HERE or call 800‐GO‐ACTIVE
(462‐2848) or 510‐527‐1555
Open daily 6 a.m.–6 p.m. Pacific time

Day 1
We want to make sure you're on the right trip and that
you have the best experience possible. Every Backroads
trip is unique and this one is no exception.

BIKING IN AN EMERGING WORLD
Your journey through Vietnam and Cambodia will
probably be unlike any other travel experience. The
people you'll meet and places you'll visit will likely stay
with you for a very long time. As wonderfully fulfilling as
travel is in this region, it's not always easy. These are
developing countries and even something as simple as
crossing the road can be a challenge.
Our itineraries and Trip Leaders remove as many
obstacles and inconveniences as possible, making your
next extraordinary encounter always within reach. Of
course, we can't remove haze and noise from the air, or
replace a poorly maintained road. But if you can be
flexible and approach the region with an open mind,
you'll enjoy your trip to the fullest!
Due to the varied road conditions on our routes, we have
specially fitted our bikes in Vietnam and Cambodia to
maximize your comfort and control. In Vietnam, you'll
have the choice of Backroads bicycles with upright or
drop handlebars. In Cambodia, all Backroads bikes
come with upright handlebars, as the terrain includes
some rough roads with dirt and sand sections. Upright
handlebars are safer and more comfortable over these
mixed‐surface roads.

A visa for each country and a passport are required for all
visitors to Vietnam and Cambodia.
You need to obtain your own Vietnam visa but Backroads
secures your Cambodian visa. To facilitate the
processing of your Cambodian visa and internal flights,
please send a clear scan or photo (cell phone photos are
acceptable) of the photo page of your passport
to traveldocs@backroads.com. The file cannot be larger
than 10 MB and should be sent as soon as possible.
Visit www.vietnamembassy‐usa.org/consular/visa‐
application‐process for details on securing your
Vietnam visa. Also, please bring a passport‐sized photo
with you, needed for entry into Cambodia.

On the first day of the trip, meet your Backroads Trip
Leaders (the folks in Backroads T‐shirts) at 10:30 a.m.
at the Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi (+84‐(0)4‐
38266919), located at 15 Ngo Quyen Street in Hanoi,
Vietnam. Please arrive dressed in your walking
clothes and bring your luggage and a daypack with
your rain gear and anything else you may want for
today's walk.
Cyclo Tour of Old Quarter 45 Minutes
Trúc Bach Walk 1.5 Miles (minimal elevation gain)

Welcome to Vietnam! After arriving in Hanoi, head to
Sofitel Legend Metropole's Le Club bar to meet your
Trip Leaders, who kick things off with a trip
orientation. Then we depart on a traditional cyclo tour
of Hanoi's Old Quarter. With its treelined boulevards,
French colonial architecture, lakes and parks, Hanoi
has earned a reputation as the "Paris of the Orient."
The city is home to Hoan Kiem Lake (or "Lake of the
Returned Sword"), the site of a well‐known national
legend. Allegedly, the gods gave Emperor Le Loi a
magic sword to help defeat Chinese invaders in the
15th century. After the victory, the Golden Turtle God
(Kim Qui) took back the sword from the emperor as he
was boating on the lake one day. It's a popular place,
and you'll likely see locals out for their morning
exercise, jogging, bicycling or practicing tai chi and
other martial arts.
We continue to navigate the Old Quarter's winding
streets, each still named for the wares originally sold
there (e.g., Bamboo Street, Brass Street, Fish Street).

After our cyclo adventure, we stop for lunch at a local
restaurant, which serves up renowned Vietnamese
fusion delights.

ideal place for its defenders to build citadels, high
towers, moats and other fortifications, some of which
can still be seen today. Despite its obvious military
advantages—or maybe because of them—Hué was
the scene of numerous battles and brutal invasions.
Today people come here for the delicate peach
blooms in spring, the summer blaze of flame trees
along the riverbank, the profusion of lotus blossoms
on Tinh Tam Lake, and wonderful bicycling that's
difficult to find elsewhere in Vietnam. The roads of
central Vietnam can be a little busy at times, but with
guidance from our experienced team of Trip Leaders
and local drivers, you'll be happily enjoying the sights
from your saddle in no time.

From lunch we set off on foot to explore one of
Hanoi's untouched neighborhoods. Winding through
narrow ally ways we get a true glimpse into the
everyday life, passing locals on short red stools
gossiping over afternoon coffee. We end our walk at
Quán Thánh Temple, one of four magnificent temples
built to protect the capitol from malevolent spirits.
After, you can join our local guide on a quick visit to
Hoa Lo Prison, nicknamed the "Hanoi Hilton," which
held American prisoners from 1964 to 1973; if you've
already visited the site or prefer a relaxing afternoon,
join us for a quick shuttle back to the Sofitel Legend
Metropole, our home for the night. The rest of the
afternoon is yours to explore Hanoi's shops, galleries
and sites, or simply relax before we reconvene and
walk to one of our favorite Hanoi restaurants for
dinner.

Upon arriving in Hué, your Backroads Trip Leaders fit
your bike and give a brief talk on biking techniques
and safety, then you're off on a ride beside a
picturesque lagoon, past roadside temples and
through small fishing villages hugging the South China
Sea.

Hanoi recently celebrated its 1,000‐year anniversary,
and evidence of old and new saturates the cityscape.
The ancient citadel that once protected Hanoi from
Mongol and Chinese invaders is just blocks from
internet cafés and trendy shops. Noisy motorbikes
zoom past elaborate pagodas and temples—you'll be
constantly surprised by what a Vietnamese will strap
to a motorbike!—and even time‐honored agricultural
practices are undergoing rapid changes. It's a place
that bursts with energy and creativity, yet steadfastly
holds to its traditions.

Our route comes to an end at the Art Deco‐style La
Résidence Hôtel & Spa, where you're welcome to
relax for the afternoon. Tonight our friend
Mr. Vinh welcomes us into his home, a typical
Mandarin‐style abode built at the turn of
the 20th century. Before dinner we spend some time
getting to know Mr. Vinh, whose range of experiences
and interests gives him unique insight into Vietnam's
history. A candlelit dinner among his lotus ponds and
hanging‐orchid gardens makes for a wonderfully
Vietnamese experience! Lodging: La Résidence Hôtel
& Spa

While that's part of what we love about Hanoi, be
prepared for this city—and the rest of Vietnam and
Cambodia—to feel chaotic and "messy," like most
developing places. Have no fear; we've spent a great
deal of time in Vietnam and Cambodia, and we'll help
you navigate any challenges to get to the good stuff.
Lodging: Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi

†Please note: While we do everything possible to
secure a morning flight from Hanoi to Hué, Vietnam
Airlines (which is a state‐sponsored airline and our
only viable option) often changes schedules without
warning. If this happens, we may have to leave Hanoi
earlier in the morning or later in the day, and we
appreciate your understanding and flexibility.

Day 2

Day 3

Shuttle to Hanoi Airport 45 Minutes

Biking Options:

Flight to Hué† 1 Hour

Emperor's Ride Route: 19 Miles (500' elevation gain)
Ancient Hué Route: 36 Miles (500')

Phu Bai Lagoon Route 30 Miles (minimum elevation gain)

Khai Dinh Mausoleum Guided Walk 30 Minutes

This morning we get going early for a flight to the
World Heritage site of Hué, Vietnam's ancient capital.
Flanked on three sides by hills, the city was previously
reachable only via the Perfume River, making it the

Hué Royal Citadel Guided Walk 1 Hour

After breakfast, hop on your bike and join the throngs
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of scooters and bicycles crossing the bridge above the
Perfume River. And when we say "throngs," we mean
it! Though perhaps disorienting at first, your Trip
Leaders and our team of local experts provide the
support and good humor to turn this into an exciting
and memorable part of this adventure instead of an
intimidating obstacle. The pace will quickly calm down
as we continue on our route, so take in the many
facets of contemporary Vietnamese life, from the
hardscrabble simplicity of rural villages to the excess
and grandeur of the lavish mausoleums of Vietnam's
imperial rulers. You'll be energized along the way by
the invigorating scent of fragrant pine forests, the
magic of crossing the Perfume River by dragon boat
and the electric hustle and bustle of Hué's large urban
center.

Day 4

During your ride through the pastoral landscape, it
may be hard to imagine suddenly coming upon a
gigantic construction site. But as Vietnam experiences
rapid expansion, you never know when our rural route
may become a four‐lane highway carrying loaded
trucks and rumbling buses. That's just fine with us—
Vietnam keeps us on our toes, and we thrive on the
challenge of finding alternative, more Backroads‐style
pathways.

Shuttle to Ocean Clouds Pass 1½ Hours
Biking Options:

C
 oastal Route: 21 Miles* (100' elevation gain)
Skip the Hill Route: 29 Miles* (500')
Ocean Clouds Pass to Quan Yin View Route: 35 Miles
(2,500')
Shuttle to Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai 30 Minutes

We stop to check out Khai Dinh Mausoleum, a
particularly interesting tomb that blends Asian and
European new‐Gothic styles. The result is truly and
uniquely Vietnamese. Then, after breaking for lunch,
spin back to the hotel and lounge by the pool or treat
yourself at the spa. (Spa treatments are not included
in the trip price. Advance reservations are
recommended.)

*with shuttle

Today we shuttle south toward the base of Hai Van (or
"Ocean Clouds") Pass. Bike over the pass or grab an
air‐conditioned lift to the top. Either way, it's an
impressive ride, made possible only recently by the
new tunnel that diverts most traffic through the
mountain. As Murphy's Law would have it, large
smoke‐belching trucks generally take the slow option
to avoid paying the tunnel toll. Fortunately for us, the
beautiful view over the South China Sea makes
sharing the road with them completely worthwhile!

Or, after you've had a chance to freshen up, join us for
a walk to the 19th‐century Royal Citadel of Hué for a
tour. The Citadel walls protected the royals from both
invaders and the rival armies of aspiring feudal lords
from the 13th to the 17th century, when Hué was the
capital of imperial Vietnam. Although much of the
citadel was destroyed during the Tet Offensive in
1968, enough remains for us to have a compelling
glimpse into the city's past. UNESCO has restored
some of the adjacent complexes, including the Royal
Theater, a library, a temple honoring the Nguyen
emperors and a temple dedicated to the queens and
princesses.

Descend into the port city of Danang—not the
prettiest of towns, but certainly colorful with its fleet
of squid fishing boats. Bike around town and over one
of the country's newly constructed suspension
bridges, which affords spectacular views of Danang
and the coast. Spin along Danang Harbor to the base of
one of Vietnam's largest statutes of Quan Âm, often
referred to as the "female Buddha," then head to
lunch at a seaside restaurant overlooking the bay.

Tonight we enjoy the imperial interpretation of classic
Vietnamese cuisine that makes Hué remarkable at our
hotel's excellent restaurant. Lodging: La Résidence
Hôtel & Spa

Afterward we shuttle to Four Seasons Resort The Nam
Hai, our gorgeous beachside retreat just outside of Hoi
An. Or if you're keen to add more miles, make your
way to Hoi An on two wheels. Afternoons in Vietnam
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tend to be quite hot and the road to Hoi An isn't the
most scenic, but it's a good option if you want to
maximize the time on your bike.

paddies and through villages. Locals—often curious
about why foreigners would ride bicycles rather than
scooters—flash you big smiles. Along the way, enjoy
Vietnamese country life and relish the rare peace—
few roads remain in the country that are this quiet,
and those that do are increasingly filled with the new
cars that middle‐class Vietnamese can now afford.

Set on the bank of the Thu Bon River, Hoi An is one of
Vietnam's oldest towns, serving as an important East‐
West trade center during the 16th century. A World
Heritage Site, it features exceptionally preserved
15th‐ to 19th‐century buildings, bridges and pagodas.
Notice the houses built using rare wood with
lacquered boards and ornamental panels of engraved
traditional Chinese characters. Narrow streets and low
tiled roofs also echo a time long ago. Hoi An is a great
place to shop (especially for tailored clothes!), stroll
through markets and art galleries, and sample regional
food.

To return to Hoi An, we travel up the Thu Bon river
aboard our private ferry. (Note: High wind and waves
can delay, and possibly prevent, our ferry crossing. If
conditions are too rough, we'll shuttle across the
bridge instead.) Back on dry land, complete the loop
to the hotel, passing a 400‐year‐old Japanese bridge,
the local market and hundreds of palms. You may
want to order the day's fresh catch at a local seafood
restaurant, where we stop for lunch. Otherwise you're
welcome to return to the hotel for lunch on your own
or choose from one of the many local eateries in Hoi
An.

Dinner is on your own tonight. Try out one of Hoi An's
many restaurants or dine at the resort. Among the
many traditional menu items, you may be tempted by
a popular dish like cau lau soup (beef broth with
shrimp and pork, topped with crunchy onions, sesame
seeds and croutons). Lodging: Four Seasons Resort The
Nam Hai

The rest of the afternoon is yours. Ready for some
beach time? Maybe you'd prefer to explore more of
Hoi An? Among the city's stores, old homes and
markets, you're sure to find plenty of things worth
seeing, doing and eating! If spending the whole day in
Hoi An—or relaxing at The Nam Hai—sounds better
than biking today, feel free to skip the ride altogether.
Dinner tonight is in your hands—literally! We head
into town for a wonderful interactive cooking class
with Ms. Vy, a popular local chef. Lodging: Four
Seasons Resort The Nam Hai

Day 6
Hoi An Beach Loop 15 Miles
Shuttle to Danang Airport 45 Minutes
Flight to Siem Reap, Cambodia† 2 Hours

Day 5

Shuttle to Raffles Grand Hotel d'Angkor 30 Minutes

Village Route via Hoi An Loop 28 Miles* (100' elevation

This morning we embark on one of our favorite local
rides. Though not long, our route highlights some of
the better aspects of cycling in Vietnam—scenic rice
paddies, small villages, scattered pagodas and narrow
country roads without a lot of traffic. Routes like this
are harder and harder to find in Vietnam so we
encourage you to take a final spin here. Or you may
prefer to enjoy the peace and luxury of our hotel.

gain)
Hoi An Cooking Class 2 Hours
*with shuttle

Just across the river from Hoi An lies a series of
islands, ideal for two‐wheeled exploration. It's a short
drive to the starting point of today's ride, where you
hop on your bike and begin pedaling a relatively level
route along small, lightly trafficked roads past rice

Whichever you choose, the scenery will change quite
a bit by early afternoon when we fly to Siem Reap,

6

Cambodia, home to the World Heritage site of Angkor,
Cambodia's monumental ancient capital. Built by the
Khmer between the 9th and 13th centuries, it'll leave
you breathless with its lofty spires, giant carved
images and beautiful bas‐reliefs. More visitors appear
each year to see Angkor's incredible ruins, and Siem
Reap has become a hotbed of tourism‐related
development. What's the upside? Fine galleries and
restaurants are now a pleasant supplement to old
cafés and traditional markets, and a host of modern
conveniences can now be found in once‐quiet Siem
Reap. In spite of Cambodia's growth, flavors of old‐
world Indochina and a strong Khmer culture linger;
you'll notice quite a different feel from Vietnam.

see a steady flow of tourist buses, we avoid as much
of that commotion as possible by hopping on bikes
and pedaling through quiet settlements to lesser‐
visited—though no less impressive—areas. While
taking the road less traveled can certainly be
challenging, it's what gets you to the "real" Cambodia.
As a result, you become a curious intrepid traveler as
opposed to a tourist. And you'll also get to see the
icons of Angkor—don't worry!—we'll time our visits to
avoid the heavy crowds.
Today's ride takes you to several fascinating temples,
including Ta Prohm and Bayon. To get started, we
shuttle a short distance from Siem Reap to the Ta
Prohm complex. Once at Ta Prohm, you'll feel as if
you've landed on the set of an Indiana Jones movie.
Because it was left in its natural state with little
restoration, the jungle covers many of the buildings.
In fact, a number of the enormous strangler fig roots
that split the temple sculptures now help hold the
complex together.

We spend the next two nights at Raffles Grand Hotel
d'Angkor, recognized by Travel + Leisure and Condé
Nast Traveler as one of the world's top hotels. While
its historic nature means it's sometimes slightly worn
around the edges, its location can't be beat—removed
from Siem Reap's busy downtown, yet close to the
ruins—and it provides wonderful service. After
settling into your room, check out the manicured
grounds or walk to the city center. Competition on
Siem Reap's culinary scene is tough, and only the best
restaurants survive. Tonight we'll dine at our new
favorite restaurant at the Raffles. Lodging: Raffles
Grand Hotel d'Angkor

After our tour, your trip leaders fit your Cambodian
mountain bike, then spin through the quieter part of
Siem Reap along dirt roads and through rural villages.
The people who live in this area also rarely see
tourists—especially on bicycles—so be prepared for
an enthusiastic reception, with special attention from
the kids.

†Please note: Our Vietnam Airlines flight to Siem
Reap may make a short stop in Ho Chi Minh City
(Saigon). We'll use a direct route to Siem Reap when
possible, but Vietnam Airlines occasionally cancels
this route and it won't always be available. As with our
flight from Hanoi to Hué, Vietnam Airlines may make a
last‐minute change to today's flight schedule and we
do appreciate your patience. In the event our flight is
rescheduled, you can be sure we'll make the most of
our extra time in Hoi An.

We're invited into the house of a local friend for a
home‐cooked lunch. Refueled, continue on your bike
to Bayon, known for its massive smiling stone faces
and impressive bas‐reliefs. If you'd like, you can stop
for a water blessing along the way. This is a solemn
ritual that locals undertake to bring good luck—you
may even see entrepreneurial taxi drivers getting
their new vehicles blessed.
Then hop in the shuttle for a quick lift back to the
hotel. Along the way, you can opt to visit Wat Thmey,
a powerful "killing field" memorial. Although this can
be a heavy experience, it's a moving way to learn
about the Khmer Rouge and the genocide that
devastated Cambodia during the 1970s.

Day 7
Biking Options:

Temples to Countryside Route: 22 Miles (minimal
elevation gain)
Siem Reap Route: 29 Miles (minimal)

Upon returning to the hotel, enjoy some leisure time.
Treat yourself to a pampering at the hotel spa or
lounge by the hotel pool, which was inspired by the
ancient bathing pools of Angkor Wat. If you'd prefer to
walk, shop or look around, head to central Siem Reap's
markets and new galleries for local crafts and fine art.
For our last night together, we savor mouthwatering
Khmer cuisine. Lodging: Raffles Grand Hotel d'Angkor

Ta Prohm Temple Guided Walk 30 Minutes

Prepare to enter a world of stark contrasts: epic ruins
of a once‐powerful empire, impoverished small
villages attempting to recover from years of Khmer
Rouge rule, and the busy crowds of a quickly
developing Siem Reap. While the most popular ruins
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Please note: The weather in Siem Reap can be quite
hot. To make biking as pleasant as possible, we may
adjust our itinerary through the ruins. If it's a
particularly hot season, we may visit in the cooler
morning or late afternoon.

At Backroads we understand that you have your own
idea of the "perfect" trip—the right mix of being active,
discovering new cultures and natural wonders, and
having time to relax.
Our trips are designed to be flexible, giving you the
freedom to experience the best of the region the way YOU
want. Feel like you're ready to go, go, go? We can show
you the way! Want some downtime or prefer to head out
on your own? No problem!
Your Trip Leaders will make sure to tell you the best days
to take time for yourself (if you want it) without feeling
like you're missing out.
So feel free to shift gears and make it your day!

BACKROADS’ COMMITMENT TO
RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT

Day 8

Backroads is committed to helping the region develop
responsibly. We work with locals dedicated to
positively shaping their communities and donate to
schools at wats (temples) and specialized artisan
schools, both serving rural children. We especially
strive to reach out to rural Cambodia, whose villages
are struggling to modernize in the face of the post‐
Khmer legacy and are challenged by the country's
educational, financial and political systems. Our
guests get involved too: one group contributed $600
to a village to dig a well for fresh clean water. The
landscape in Cambodia is constantly changing,
though. A trustworthy local nonprofit that helps build
schools one year may not exist the following year. If
you see an area where you'd like to help, talk to your
Trip Leaders. They'll be happy to put you in touch with
the right folks, or follow up with you once we have a
reliable local partner.

Angkor Wat Loop 13 Miles (minimal elevation gain)
Angkor Wat Guided Walk 1½ Hours
Shuttle to Siem Reap Airport 30 Minutes

We begin the day with an early shuttle to Angkor Wat.
Once there, we join our local friend and guide for a
walk through the temple grounds. This spectacular
place comes to life as you hear about the ruins and
Cambodia's history while watching the morning sun
illuminate the ancient carvings. Take time to soak it all
in before pedaling past the ruins on your way back to
the Raffles Grand Hotel d'Angkor for a farewell
brunch. Afterward we board a shuttle for the Siem
Reap airport, where we say our goodbyes. See
"Arriving & Departing" for end‐of‐trip logistics.

KEEPING YOU UP TO DATE
We are always seeking opportunities to enhance this
itinerary. We’ll be certain to notify you of any
important changes prior to departure; other changes
may be communicated on trip by your leaders.
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Trip Accommodations

Arriving & Departing

PREMIERE INNS

After reviewing the following information, please
inform us of your arrival and departure plans on your
Personal Information Form.
Note that flights during the trip are subject to change
at any time. (Vietnam Airlines is government‐owned
and schedules are up to the "discretion" of the
authorities.)
You'll need to arrive in Hanoi at least one day before
the trip starts.
All prices are in US dollars and subject to change.
The standard unit of currency in Vietnam is the đồng
(VND). At the time of printing, 22,609 VND = 1 USD.
The US dollar is the preferred currency in Cambodia.
For the most up‐to‐date exchange rate, visit
www.xe.com (Universal Currency Converter).

1 Night
Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi
This five‐star historic landmark is a French colonial
gem set in the heart of old Hanoi. Travel + Leisure
World's Best. (pool, spa) | Hanoi | www.sofitel.com |
+84‐(0)4‐38266919

MEETING TIME & LOCATION
On the first day of the trip, meet your Backroads Trip
Leaders (the folks in Backroads T‐shirts) at 10:30 a.m.
at the Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi (+84‐(0)4‐
38266919), located at 15 Ngo Quyen Street in Hanoi,
Vietnam. Please arrive dressed in your walking
clothes and bring your luggage and a daypack with
your rain gear and anything else you may want for
today's walk.

2 Nights
La Résidence Hôtel & Spa
A blend of Asian and colonial charm, this boutique
hotel is housed in the former governor's mansion on
the bank of the Perfume River. Travel + Leisure World's
Best. (pool, spa) | Hué | www.la‐residence‐hue.com |
+84‐(0)54‐3837475

CONCLUSION OF THE TRIP

2 Nights
Four Seasons Resort The Nam Hai

The trip ends at the Raffles Grand Hotel d'Angkor in
Siem Reap at 11 a.m. and Backroads provides
transportation to Siem Reap International Airport
(airport code: REP; www.cambodia‐airports.com)
arriving around 11:30 a.m.; please book your departing
flight for after 1 p.m. From Siem Reap, you will likely
fly with Bangkok Airways to Bangkok, Thailand, or with
Vietnam Airlines to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) or
Hanoi, Vietnam, to catch your flight out of Asia. We
strongly encourage you to leave a "buffer day"
between this flight and your long flight home, as
airline schedules from Siem Reap are subject to
change.

This luxury all‐villa resort is set on pristine China
Beach, near the picturesque port town of Hoi An.
(pool, spa) | Hoi An | www.fourseasons.com/hoian |
+84‐(0)510‐3940000

2 Nights (above)
Raffles Grand Hotel d'Angkor
Described by Andrew Harper as a "stylish and
beautifully restored landmark resort‐hotel
surrounded by a 15‐acre park, less than five miles
from Angkor Wat." (pool, spa) | Siem Reap |
www.raffles.com/siem‐reap | 800‐723‐3537 (from the
US) or +855‐(0)63‐963888

If you plan to return to Vietnam after your Backroads
trip, you will need to obtain a multiple‐entry visa.
The departure taxes for Cambodia and Vietnam are
included in the price of your airline ticket. (We
recommend you confirm this with your airline,
especially for Vietnam's tax.) In either case, we would
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advise you to keep about $15 cash with you when
departing, as these rules can sometimes change
without notice.

Hanoi airport to downtown Hanoi hotels (including
the Sofitel Legend Metropole, our meeting location).
The cost is $10–$35 per person, depending on the
number of people in your group. Contact Ms. Anh Mai
with your flight number and arrival time, and she will
confirm your pick‐up place and time. Payment must
be made in advance by credit card (4‐percent service
charge for Visa and MasterCard; 5‐percent service
charge for American Express) or wire transfer.

FLIGHT ARRANGEMENTS
This trip starts in Hanoi, Vietnam, and ends in Siem
Reap, Cambodia. To minimize costs we recommend
that you arrange flights through a central "hub city"
airport, such as Bangkok's Suvarnabhumi International
Airport (BKK; www.suvarnabhumiairport.com). From
there you can take a flight to Hanoi's Noi Bai
International Airport (HAN;
www.hanoiairportonline.com), located about 28 miles
north of the city.

You can also take a taxi into town, or your hotel may
be able to arrange a transfer. A taxi ride from the
airport to the downtown area takes about 45–50
minutes and costs $15–$20. Prices for shuttle services
vary; please contact your hotel directly for current
rates.

When booking your flights, we suggest using the
"multiple destinations" search option available on
many websites. Enter Hanoi as your arrival city and
Siem Reap (REP), Ho Chi Minh City (SGN;
www.hochiminhcityairport.com) or Bangkok (BKK) as
your departure city.

PRICES & SCHEDULES
All prices and schedules were current at the time of
printing, but are subject to change at any time.

Booking a flight into Hanoi and out of either Ho Chi
Minh City or Bangkok is often a cheaper option and
can allow for more flexibility in flight times. However,
you'll need to purchase a one‐way ticket out of Siem
Reap, and if flying back into Vietnam following our
trip you will need a multi‐entry Vietnam visa. Vietnam
Airlines (www.vietnamairlines.com) flies from Siem
Reap to Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, and Bangkok
Airways (www.bangkokair.com) flies to Bangkok.
For help arranging air transport to and from your
Backroads trip, please work with your own travel
agent or you may choose to work with the Backroads
Travel Desk. Our expert travel advisors are ready to
share their insiders' knowledge of Backroads and our
worldwide destinations. These professional agents
are available to assist you with any of your travel
needs. Call 800‐GO‐ACTIVE (462‐2848) to be connected
with an advisor. Please note that consulting or
ticketing fees may apply, depending on the services
requested. The Backroads Travel Desk is open
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Pacific time.
For help booking your flight out of Cambodia, we also
recommend our local contact, Ms. Anh Mai at Trails of
Indochina in Vietnam (www.trailsofindochina.com;
email: anh.m@trailsofindochina.com; +84‐(0)8‐
38441005).

TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO
CENTRAL HANOI
Ms. Anh Mai can arrange shuttle service from the
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Destination Details

Trip Documents & More

CLIMATE

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

Lightweight clothing is suitable for Vietnam and
Cambodia’s tropical (often humid) daytime climate;
however, a fleece jacket or warm sweater and long
pants are essential for the cooler mornings and
evenings in the north. Keep in mind that rain is always
possible; in Vietnam, weather is especially
unpredictable. Come prepared for all types of
weather to ensure that your trip is enjoyable.

A valid passport and visa are required for travel to
Vietnam. US citizens can apply online for an approval
letter that allows for a tourist visa upon arrival at
three authorized international airports in Vietnam:
Hanoi, Danang and Ho Chi Minh City. Visit
vietnamvisa.govt.vn to fill out an application and
submit a small fee; you'll be emailed the approval
letter (processing time may vary, but expect 3–5
business days). Present your printed approval letter,
passport, two passport photos and $25 USD in cash (for
30‐day single‐entry visa) at the airport's immigration
counter to obtain your visa.

Hanoi, Vietnam
Average:

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

High °F

66

67

72

80

87

90

Low °F

58

60

65

71

77

80

Precip. inches

0.7

1.1

1.5

3.2

7.7

9.3

Average:

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

High °F

90

89

88

82

76

71

Low °F

80

80

78

73

66

60

Precip. inches

12.7

13.5

10

3.9

1.7

0.8

Please note that if you are planning to return to
Vietnam immediately after your Backroads trip ends,
you will need to obtain a multiple‐entry visa instead
of a single‐entry visa.
If you're arriving to Vietnam by any means other than
through one of the authorized airports listed above,
you are not eligible for a visa upon arrival. To obtain a
visa prior to arrival, you may apply either by mail or in
person. Visit www.vietnamembassy‐
usa.org/consular/visa‐application‐process for more
specifics. Allow at least 2 weeks for your visa to be
processed. You can also use a visa service; we
recommend Visa Central
(www.visacentral.com/backroads; 877‐535‐0688). You
will need to include a local contact in Vietnam on your
visa application. Please use the following: Ms. Anh
Mai; Trails of Indochina; 10‐8 Phan Dinh Giot Street,
Tan Binh District; Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; phone:
+84‐(0)8‐38441005; fax: +84‐(0)8‐38443350.

Danang, Vietnam
Average:

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

High °F

76

77

81

85

89

91

Low °F

67

69

72

75

78

80

Precip. inches

4.0

1.3

1.2

1.3

2.5

3.4

Average:

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

High °F

91

91

88

83

79

75

Low °F

79

79

77

75

72

68

Precip. inches

3.6

4.3

12.1

22.0

13.2

8.8

Backroads secures your Cambodian visa and pays the
visa fee. To enter Cambodia, you will need to show a
valid passport and bring an additional passport photo.
To facilitate the processing of your Cambodian visa
and internal flights, please send a clear scan or photo
(cell phone photos are acceptable) of the photo page
of your passport to traveldocs@backroads.com. The
file cannot be larger than 10 MB and should be sent as
soon as possible. Also, please bring a passport‐sized
photo with you, needed for entry into Cambodia.

Siem Reap, Cambodia
Average:

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

High °F

90

92

94

96

95

92

Low °F

68

69

79

77

78

77

Precip. inches

0.1

0.1

1.1

2.4

6.9

8.7

Average:

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

High °F

91

90

90

88

87

88

Low °F

77

77

76

75

72

69

Precip. inches

9.3

5.9

10.9

9.8

3.2

0.3

Please supply Backroads with your name exactly as it
appears on your passport, your passport number, date
of birth, nationality and the city where you intend to
have your passport stamped.
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Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months
beyond your departure date, and the name on your
airline ticket must match the name on your passport
exactly. You may not be allowed through Immigration
if the names are not identical.

Getting Active for Your
Trip

Be sure to check the expiration date and physical
condition of your passport and verify the travel
document requirements with the consulates of the
countries you are planning to visit during your trip.
Passports issued to minors under the age of 16 are set
to expire every 5 years. Check your expiration dates
carefully!

NAVIGATION OPTIONS ON THIS TRIP
Turn‐by‐turn paper directions included.
Downloadable GPS files available for use on your
own device—log into your account at MyBackroads
for more details.

The best way to ensure you have the most current
information on entry requirements is by contacting
the respective embassies:

CONDITIONING TIPS
Every Backroads trip is designed to appeal to a wide
variety of interests and fitness levels. We know your
pace may vary from one day to the next—and your
traveling companions' may differ somewhat from
yours. So we present a range of mileage options, and
each day you decide exactly what and how much you
want to do.

• Vietnam: www.vietnamembassy‐usa.org; 202‐861‐
0737
• Cambodia: www.embassyofcambodia.org; 202‐
726‐7742
You may also find helpful information on the US State
Department's website: travel.state.gov.

Before your trip, we suggest biking regularly and
hitting a few hills whenever you can. Review the
route options in the daily itinerary for the range of
mileages offered on this trip. But mostly, just show up
and have fun!

IMPORTANT: Each time you renew your passport, you
are issued a new passport number. Depending on the
trip, some of our service providers (like hotels or
airlines) may require current passport information for
each guest, so if you renew your passport after
booking your trip, please make sure to update us with
the new information prior to your departure date.
We recommend that you make two photocopies of
your airline ticket/e‐ticket confirmation and your
passport. Leave one set of copies at home with a
friend or relative, and bring one set with you, keeping
it separate from the original documents.
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Where to Stay Before &
After Your Trip

The routes on this trip are rated Levels 1–3.

For help making hotel reservations for before and
after your Backroads trip:
• Work with your own professional travel agent.
• Contact the Backroads Travel Desk at Dimensions
in Travel by calling 800‐GO‐ACTIVE (462‐2848),
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Pacific time. Please
note that consulting or ticketing fees may apply,
depending on the services requested.
• Book directly with the hotel or through a discount
website.
Please note that Backroads does not block rooms and
does not offer special rates for pre‐ and post‐trip
stays. If you plan on extending your stay at our first
night's hotel before the trip starts or our last night's
hotel when the trip ends, let the hotel reservations
agent know that you're traveling with Backroads—you
may be able to avoid changing rooms. We recommend
booking your rooms as early as possible, especially
during peak travel season!

Review the "Route Rating" section on the web for more
details on daily route options.

The following is a selection of recommended
properties that span a range of prices, amenities and
locations. Refer to the Hotel Room Rate Guide for the
starting double‐occupancy rates, which were accurate
at time of printing. Note that rates are subject to
change and some hotels may require a minimum stay.

HANOI, VIETNAM
If you plan to stay at the Sofitel Legend Metropole
Hanoi, our first night's accommodation, before the
trip starts, keep in mind that the Metropole's rooms
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are among the most sought‐after in town; book early
and be aware that you may need to change rooms at
the start of your Backroads trip. (Backroads tries to
book rooms in the hotel's historic wing.) While there
is no guarantee, chances of not changing rooms are
best if you make your reservation through Ms. Anh
Mai at Trails of Indochina (email:
anh.m@trailsofindochina.com; phone: +84‐8‐
38441005).

Hotel Nikko Saigon
This highly regarded modern hotel offers a rooftop
pool, spa and shuttle to downtown Ho Chi Minh City.
(pool, spa) | 235 Nguyen Van Cu Street, District 1 |
www.hotelnikkosaigon.com.vn | +84‐(0)8‐39257777 |
388 rooms | Rates: ✦ ✦

Ma Maison Boutique Hotel

If you're looking for a friendly and modern stay in the
Old Quarter, the Essence is an excellent choice. (spa) |
22 Ta Hien Street | www.essencehanoihotel.com |
+84‐(0)4‐39352485 | 22 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦✦

For a more intimate experience, consider this
boutique hotel located near Cach Mang Thang Tam
Street, a popular shopping destination. USA Today
named Ma Maison a top place to stay and
recommends heading up to the hotel's rooftop
sundeck "to enjoy the view of the surrounding city." |
656/52 Cach Mang Thang Tam Street, Ward 11, District
3 | www.mamaison.vn | +84‐(0)8‐38460263 | 12 rooms
| Rates: ✦ ✦

Hilton Hanoi Opera

Majestic Hotel

Hotel map: bit.ly/HanoiPPH

Essence Hanoi Hotel & Spa

Overlooking the Hanoi Opera House, this centrally
located hotel is the perfect base for enjoying the city's
cultural and natural attractions, including nearby Hoan
Kiem Lake. If you crave natural light, be sure to
request a well‐lit room, as some of the suites are on
the dark side. (pool) | 1 Le Thanh Tong Street |
www.hilton.com | +84‐(0)4‐39330500 | 245 rooms &
suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

With classic French colonial architecture and a setting
overlooking the city's winding river, the elegant
Majestic makes a grand impression that's enhanced by
stately columns and arched entryways. (pool) | 1 Dong
Khoi Street, District 1 | www.majesticsaigon.com |
+84‐(0)8‐38295517 | 175 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Park Hyatt Saigon
Situated on Lam Son Square facing the Opera House,
this hotel offers 24‐hour concierge and butler
services, as well as Square One, one of the city's most
popular restaurants. Travel + Leisure World's Best.
(pool, spa) | 2 Lam Son Square, District 1 |
www.saigon.park.hyatt.com | 877‐875‐4658 (from the
US) or +84‐(0)8‐38241234 | 244 rooms & suites |
Rates: ✦ ✦

Meliá Hanoi
The Meliá Hanoi offers spacious guest rooms, an
assortment of restaurants, and easy access to the train
station, Quan Su Pagoda, the Opera House, Ho Chi
Minh Mausoleum and Hoan Kiem Lake. (pool) | 44B Ly
Thuong Kiet Street | www.meliahanoi.com | (877)
696‐6252 (from the US) or +84‐(0)4‐39343343 | 306
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Renaissance Riverside Hotel Saigon

Hotel de l'Opera Hanoi

This deluxe Marriott property towers above the lively
business district, an exceptional location from which
to explore this fascinating city. Guest rooms with
enchanting views of the Saigon River are available
upon request. (pool, spa) | 8‐15 Ton Duc Thang Street,
District 1 | www.marriott.com | 888‐236‐2427 (from
the US) or +84‐(0)8‐38220033 | 336 rooms & suites |
Rates: ✦ ✦

This dramatic and sophisticated MGallery by Sofitel
hotel is ideally located in the heart of the city near the
Hanoi Opera House. (pool, spa) | 29 Trang Tien Street
| hoteldelopera.com | +84‐(0)4‐62825555 | 107 rooms
& suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

HO CHI MINH CITY (SAIGON), VIETNAM
Hotel map: bit.ly/HoChiMinhCityPPH

Sheraton Saigon Hotel & Towers

Caravelle Hotel

With impressive views overlooking the Saigon River
and Ho Chi Minh City, the Sheraton is a solid choice in
the city center. (pool, spa) | 88 Dong Khoi Street,
District 1 | www.sheratonsaigon.com | 800‐325‐
3535 (from the US) or +84‐(0)8‐38272929 | 485 rooms &
suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Opposite the Opera House, and overlooking Lam Son
Square and the Saigon River, the Caravelle provides
elegant accommodations in art nouveau style. (pool,
spa) | 19 Lam Son Square, District 1 |
www.caravellehotel.com | +84‐(0)8‐38234999 | 335
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦
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Sofitel Saigon Plaza

Arun Residence

Centrally located in the business district near Notre
Dame Cathedral and Reunification Palace, this high‐
rise hotel offers modern comforts accented with art
deco touches. (pool) | 17 Le Duan Boulevard, District 1
| www.sofitel.com | +84‐(0)8‐38241555 | 297 rooms &
suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

This four‐story boutique hotel stands alongside the
Chao Phraya River in Bangkok's old city. If you're a
light sleeper, keep in mind that the nearby river is a
bustling thoroughfare and you will hear the noise of
water taxis, river barges and crowing roosters, so
earplugs may be in order! Consider calling ahead for
directions to Arun, as many taxi drivers have not heard
of it. | 36–38 Soi Pratoo Nok Yoong (off Maharat Road),
Rattanakosin Island | www.arunresidence.com | +66‐
(2)‐221‐9158 | 6 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

BANGKOK
Hotel map: bit.ly/BangkokPPH

Mandarin Oriental Bangkok
Landmark Bangkok Hotel

With a prime location overlooking the Chao Phraya
River, the illustrious Mandarin Oriental features one
of the world's finest spas. Condé Nast Traveler Gold
List; Travel + Leisure World's Best. (pool, spa) | 48
Oriental Avenue | www.mandarin‐
oriental.com/bangkok | +66‐(2)‐659‐9000 | 393 rooms
& suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Set in the heart of Bangkok, this modern 31‐story
hotel offers many amenities. You can walk to several
major shopping complexes and a variety of great
restaurants, and the Nana Skytrain stop is right
outside. (pool) | 138 Sukhumvit Road |
www.landmarkbangkok.com | +66‐(2)‐254‐0404 | 414
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Peninsula Bangkok
Metropolitan Bangkok

The Peninsula features outstanding city views and
spacious colonial‐style guest rooms. Travel + Leisure
World's Best. (pool, spa) | 333 Charoennakorn Road |
www.peninsula.com | +66‐(2)‐861‐2888 | 370 rooms &
suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

The Metropolitan Bangkok offers chic
accommodations near Lumpini Park, the Skytrain and
subway. Guests can dine at acclaimed chef David
Thompson's Nahm restaurant (whose London location
has earned a Michelin star). (pool, spa) | 27 South
Sathorn Road |
www.comohotels.com/metropolitanbangkok | +66‐
(2)‐625‐3333 | 171 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

AriyasomVilla
Recently refurbished into a boutique hotel,
AriyasomVilla maintains many of the attributes and all
of the charm of a traditional Thai‐style house but with
all the modern facilities and amenities. (pool, spa) |
65 Sukhumvit Soi 1, Klongtoey | www.ariyasom.com |
+66‐(2)‐254‐8880 | 25 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Novotel Suvarnabhumi Airport Hotel
The Novotel is a 5‐minute walk via an underground
walkway or a short shuttle ride from Bangkok's
international airport. (pool, spa) | Moo 1 Nongprue
Bang Phli | www.novotel.com | +66‐(2)‐131‐1111 | 612
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok
The Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok is highly regarded for
its flawless service, sophisticated décor of Thai
antiques and silks, state‐of‐the‐art health club,
elegant boutiques and variety of restaurants. Travel +
Leisure World's Best. (pool, spa) | 155 Rajadamri Road
| www.fourseasons.com/bangkok | 800‐819‐5053
(from the US) or +66‐(2)‐126‐8866 | 354 rooms & suites
| Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA
Hotel map: bit.ly/SiemReapHotels

Amansara
A former guesthouse of Cambodia's King Sihanouk,
this tranquil hotel is a study in understated elegance
and earthy sophistication. Amansara also runs private
tours to Angkor Wat. Travel + Leisure World's Best.
(pool, spa) | Road to Angkor |
www.aman.com/resorts/amansara | 800‐477‐9180
(from the US) or +855‐(0)63‐760333 | 24 suites |
Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Sukhothai
A member of Leading Hotels of the World, Sukhothai
takes both its name and its architectural inspiration
from Sukhothai, the first capital of Siam, founded in
1238. The hotel is situated in the prestigious South
Sathorn Road neighborhood near Lumpini Park in the
heart of Bangkok. (pool, spa) | 13/3 South Sathorn
Road | www.sukhothai.com | +66‐(2)‐344‐8888 | 210
rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Park Hyatt Siem Reap
This stylish hotel in the center of town has just
undergone a complete renovation, bringing together
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the very best of the old and the new. | Condé Nast
Traveler Gold List. (pool, spa) | Sivutha Boulevard |
www.siemreap.park.hyatt.com | +855‐(0)63‐211234 |
108 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Raffles Hotel Singapore
More than 120 years after its debut, this legendary
colonial gem continues to impress new generations
while staying true to its heritage. Condé Nast Traveler
Gold List. (pool, spa) | 1 Beach Road |
www.raffles.com/singapore | 800‐768‐9009 (from the
US) or +65‐6337‐1886 | 103 suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦
✦

Shinta Mani Club
This socially conscious boutique hotel's setting in the
historic French Quarter provides easy access the city's
popular shopping and dining venues. (pool, spa) |
Oum Khum at 14th Street | www.shintamani.com |
+855‐(0)63‐761998 | 39 rooms | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Fullerton Hotel
Built in the iconic 1920s, the Fullerton Building was
transformed into a hotel at the end of the 20th
century. Fullerton is located in the heart of
Singapore's financial and arts districts. (pool, spa) | 1
Fullerton Square | www.fullertonhotel.com | +65‐
6733‐8388 | 400 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Sofitel Angkor Phokeethra Golf & Spa Resort
Luxurious guest rooms offer garden, lake or pool
views and up‐to‐date amenities. Sofitel partners with
the world‐class Phokeethra Country Club to bring you
an 18‐hole golf course just a short drive from the
hotel. Travel + Leisure World's Best. (pool, spa) | Vithei
Charles de Gaulle, Khum Svay Dang Kum |
www.sofitel.com | +855‐(0)63‐ 964600 | 238 rooms &
suites | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦

Ritz‐Carlton Millenia
With 7 acres of gardens landscaped with waterfalls,
tropical plants and a swimming pool, the Millenia is an
oasis centrally located in Marina Center. The hotel
features a 4,200‐piece contemporary art collection,
including works by Andy Warhol, Frank Stella and Dale
Chihuly. (pool, spa) | 7 Raffles Avenue |
www.ritzcarlton.com/singapore | 800‐542‐8680 (from
the US) or +65‐6337‐8888 | 608 rooms & suites | Rates:
✦✦✦✦✦

Le Méridien Angkor
Le Méridien Angkor combines the Khmer‐style
architecture with the luxury and convenience of
modern amenities. The hotel staff is happy to help
you arrange local excursions. (pool, spa) | Vithei
Charles de Gaulle, Khum Svay Dang Kum |
www.angkor.lemeridien.com | +855‐(0)63‐963900 |
213 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦ ✦

Shangri La’s Rasa Sentosa Resort
Escape the pulse of the city with a short taxi ride to
the family‐friendly Rasa Sentosa Resort, the only
beachfront resort in Singapore. For a little adventure,
scale the hotel's rock wall or summon your inner
acrobat on the 26‐foot‐high trapeze. (pool, spa) | 101
Siloso Road | www.shangri‐la.com | 866‐565‐5050
(from the US) or +65‐6275‐0100 | 454 rooms & suites |
Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Pavillon d’Orient Boutique‐Hotel
This boutique hotel, just 20 minutes from the airport,
gets consistently high marks for beautiful rooms and
high‐quality service. (pool, spa) | Road to Angkor,
after Psah Leu market | www.pavillon‐orient‐
hotel.com | +855‐(0)98‐655738 | 18 rooms | Rates: ✦
✦

AMOY Singapore

Saem Siemreap Hotel

Located within the Far East Square in the heart of the
Central Business District, the AMOY Singapore offers
an ideal location to experience and explore the city. |
76 Telok Ayer Street | www.stayfareast.com | +65‐
6580‐2888 | 37 rooms | Rates: ✦ ✦ ✦ ✦

Closer to the airport than the city center, this
beautiful hotel is a great option for travelers looking
for convenient comfort after a long flight. (pool, spa) |
Krom 6, Phoum Sala Kanseng, Sangkat Svay Dangkum |
www.saemsiemreaphotel.com | +855‐(0)63‐763711 |
78 rooms & suites | Rates: ✦✦

SINGAPORE AIRPORT
Ambassador Transit Hotels

SINGAPORE

Singapore's Changi Airport offers two convenient
hotels (located in terminals 2 and 3), where you can
rest between flights. The cost for a 6‐hour block is
approximately $90; extensions cost about $20 per
hour. Advance reservations are recommended. |
www.harilelahospitality.com | +65‐6542‐8122

Hotel map: bit.ly/SingaporePPH
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(Terminal 2) or +65‐6507‐9788 (Terminal 3) | 73 rooms
| Rates: ✦ ✦

Extending Your Vacation
The Backroads itinerary has been painstakingly
researched and tested by our specialists to give you
the best combination of cultural experiences and
active adventure.
The following recommendations are from Backroads
leaders and guests. If you are interested in visiting any
of these areas before or after your Backroads trip,
please contact Trails of Indochina, which offers
customized itineraries for trips throughout Southeast
Asia (www.trailsofindochina.com) or enlist the help of
your travel agent or one of our recommended travel
agencies.

VIETNAM
Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon)
Ho Chi Minh City—or Saigon, as it’s called by all who
live there but the city officials—is Vietnam’s largest
city and an urban hive of capitalism that’s driving the
country’s economic growth. Saigon’s chaotic energy is
irresistible, with its bustling markets, high‐end
boutiques, trendy nightclubs and ubiquitous
motorbikes. But its rich history has a pull just as
strong, found within centuries‐old pagodas,
ramshackle silk and spice shops, incense‐infused
temples and war museums. If you can keep up with
the city’s spirited pace, you won’t be bored—but you
may get a little tired!

Halong Bay & Environs
About 100 miles east of Hanoi, the wind‐carved
grottoes, beaches and 3,000 islands making up the
Halong Bay lie sprinkled across the mouth of the Gulf
of Tonkin. According to legend, Halong's islands were
created by a great dragon's wild dash from the
mountains to the sea, the whiplash of its tail cutting
the valleys and crevasses. Modern‐day sightings of a
mysterious gigantic sea creature—named Tarasque—
give new color to the old story. A World Heritage site,
Halong Bay is a great place to see some of Vietnam's
natural grandeur. The waters around Cat Ba, the
largest of the islands (half of which was declared a
national park in 1986), boast about 200 species of fish,
500 species of mollusks and at least 3 species of
dolphins. You can also explore the nearby Yen Tu
Mountains or stop off at Do Son Beach, a popular
seaside resort across the water in Haiphong. The town
of Do Son is also famous for an annual buffalo fight,
held on the tenth day of the eighth lunar month.
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Nhatrang
Nestled alongside a stretch of golden beaches and
warm blue surf, with some of Vietnam’s most
spectacular islands just off shore, Nhatrang is a sun‐
splashed paradise in central Vietnam. Renowned for
its scuba diving and seafood, Nhatrang is a haven for
water lovers. The city’s highlights include a massive
white Buddha statue and the 800‐year‐old Po Nagar
Cham towers.

The Mekong Delta
The Mekong River runs south through Thailand, Laos
and Cambodia before emptying into the South China
Sea in southern Vietnam. For a taste of old‐world rural
river life, head to the Mekong Delta, where canals and
waterways crisscross the verdant plains. Explore the
area by boat and visit the floating markets, submerged
paddies and houseboats of this enchanting region.
(Please note that southern Vietnam is drenched by
monsoon rains that begin in April and end in October;
parts of the region have limited accessibility during
this wet season.)
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