ONCOTELIC

Oncotelic Therapeutics Inc. (OTCQB: OTLC) Announces Expanded IP Coverage,
Strengthening Position in Biotech Evolution

NEW YORK, Feb. 20, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- via BioMedWire - Oncotelic Therapeutics Inc. (OTCQB: OTLC) today announces its placement in
an editorial published by BioMedWire (BMW), one of 75+ brands within the Dynamic Brand Portfolio@IBN (InvestorBrandNetwork), a specialized
communications platform with a focus on financial news and content distribution for private and public companies and the investment community.

To view the full publication, '"Drug-Delivery Breakthroughs, Cross-Indication Research Accelerate New Momentum in CNS and Oncology
Development," please visit: https://ibn.fm/7NSvp

Biotechnology mergers and acquisitions ("M&As") are increasingly shaped by a clear strategic evolution. Pharmaceutical companies are prioritizing
clinical-stage and late-stage programs supported by human data rather than early discovery platforms with uncertain timelines. Following a period where
capital heavily favored preclinical innovation, investors and acquirers are now focusing on assets that demonstrate safety signals, efficacy data and clearer
pathways toward commercialization.

Within this shifting landscape, companies holding diversified clinical-stage portfolios across oncology and central nervous system ("CNS") indications are
drawing renewed attention. One such example is Oncotelic Therapeutics Inc., which recently announced expanded international intellectual property
coverage for OT-101, its proprietary TGF-f antisense therapeutic platform. The development strengthens protection across neurology, oncology and
CNS drug-delivery technologies aimed at crossing the blood-brain barrier.

About Oncotelic Therapeutics Inc.

Oncotelic Therapeutics is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company focused on the development of oncology and immunotherapy products. The
company's mission is to address high-unmet-need cancers and rare pediatric indications with innovative, late-stage therapeutic candidates. In addition to
its directly owned and developed drug pipeline, Oncotelic benefits from the robust portfolio of inventions created by its CEO, Dr. Vuong Trieu, who has
filed more than 150 patent applications and holds 39 issued U.S. patents. Beyond its internal programs, the company also licenses and codevelops select
drug candidates through joint ventures. Currently, Oncotelic owns 45% of GMP Bio, a joint venture under Trieu's leadership and guidance, which is
advancing its own pipeline of drug candidates that further complement and strengthen Oncotelic's strategic position in oncology and rare disease
therapeutics.

For further information, please visit the company's website at www.Oncotelic.com.
NOTE TO INVESTORS: The latest news and updates relating to OTLC are available in the company's newsroom at https://ibn.fm/OTLC
About BioMedWire

BioMedWire ("BMW") is a specialized communications platform with a focus on the latest developments in the Biotechnology (BioTech), Biomedical
Sciences (BioMed) and Life Sciences sectors. It is one of 75+ brands within the Dynamic Brand Portfolio @ IBN that delivers: (1) access to a vast
network of wire solutions via InvestorWire to efficiently and effectively reach a myriad of target markets, demographics and diverse industries; (2) article
and editorial syndication to 5,000+ outlets; (3) enhanced press release enhancement to ensure maximum impact; (4) social media distribution via IBN to
millions of social media followers; and (5) a full array of tailored corporate communications solutions. With broad reach and a seasoned team of
contributing journalists and writers, BMW is uniquely positioned to best serve private and public companies that want to reach a wide audience of
investors, influencers, consumers, journalists and the general public. By cutting through the overload of information in today's market, BMW brings its
clients unparalleled recognition and brand awareness.

BMW is where breaking news, insightful content and actionable information converge.
To receive SMS alerts from BioMedWire, "Biotech" to 888-902-4192 (U.S. Mobile Phones Only)

For more information, please visit https://www.BioMedWire.com

DISCLAIMER: BioMedWire (BMW) is the source of the Article and content set forth above. References to any issuer other than the profiled issuer are
intended solely to identify industry participants and do not constitute an endorsement of any issuer and do not constitute a comparison to the profiled
issuer. The commentary, views and opinions expressed in this release by BMW are solely those of BMW. Readers of this Article and content agree that
they cannot and will not seek to hold liable BMW for any investment decisions by their readers or subscribers. BMW is a news dissemination and financial
marketing solutions provider and are NOT registered broker-dealers/analysts/investment advisers, hold no investment licenses and may NOT sell, offer to
sell or offer to buy any security.

The Article and content related to the profiled company represent the personal and subjective views of the Author and are subject to change at any time
without notice. The information provided in the Article and the content has been obtained from sources which the Author believes to be reliable. However,
the Author has not independently verified or otherwise investigated all such information. None of the Author, BMW, or any of their respective affiliates,
guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any such information. This Article and content are not, and should not be regarded as investment advice or as
a recommendation regarding any particular security or course of action; readers are strongly urged to speak with their own investment advisor and review
all of the profiled issuer's filings made with the Securities and Exchange Commission before making any investment decisions and should understand the
risks associated with an investment in the profiled issuer's securities, including, but not limited to, the complete loss of your investment.

BMW HOLDS NO SHARES OF ANY COMPANY NAMED IN THIS RELEASE.

This release contains "forward-looking statements" within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended and such forward-looking statements are made pursuant to the safe harbor provisions of the Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. "Forward-looking statements" describe future expectations, plans, results, or strategies and are generally
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preceded by words such as "may", "future", "plan" or "planned", "will" or "should", "expected," "anticipates", "draft", "eventually" or "projected". You are
cautioned that such statements are subject to a multitude of risks and uncertainties that could cause future circumstances, events, or results to differ
materially from those projected in the forward-looking statements, including the risks that actual results may differ materially from those projected in the
forward-looking statements as a result of various factors, and other risks identified in a company's annual report on Form 10-K or 10-KSB and other
filings made by such company with the Securities and Exchange Commission. You should consider these factors in evaluating the forward-looking
statements included herein and not place undue reliance on such statements. The forward-looking statements in this release are made as of the date hereof
and BMW undertakes no obligation to update such statements.

Please see full terms of use and disclaimers on the BioMedWire website applicable to all content provided by BMW, wherever published or re-published:
https//www.BioMedWire.com/Disclaimer
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