
 

 
 

 

July 23, 2018 

 

Bureau of Land Management 

Lake Havasu Field Office 

1785 Kiowa Avenue 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

Attn: BCP EA TMP 

 

Re: Comments on Travel Management Plan and Environmental Assessment for the Bouse and 

Cactus Plain Travel Management Areas 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

Under Title 17 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

(Commission), has jurisdictional authority and public trust responsibilities for management of the 

state's fish and wildlife resources. Arizona’s constituents including both consumptive and 

nonconsumptive interests, rely on this Commission to make informed and appropriate decisions 

on all wildlife management issues.  

 

The Travel Management Plan (TMP) and Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Bouse and 

Cactus Plain Travel Management Areas (TMA) proposes to designate 53.2 miles of existing routes 

in Lands with Wilderness Characteristics (LWC) to non-mechanized uses (46.0 miles) or closed 

(7.2 miles).  The Commission believes this action will eliminate Arizona Game and Fish 

Department (Department) and public motorized or mechanized access to 41,590 acres of LWCs.  

Furthermore, the Commission is concerned that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is using 

the land use allocation of LWCs to administratively create wilderness areas with the same 

protections and prohibitions as Congressionally designated wilderness. It is the Commission’s 

opinion that this is clearly outside the Congressional intent for wilderness designation and an 

action that the Commission adamantly opposes.   

 

By policy, the Commission’s places a high priority on conserving existing access and modes of 

access for hunting, fishing, trapping, shooting, wildlife watching, OHV use, dispersed camping 

and other responsible forms of outdoor recreation. The Commission believes that public access is 

needed for management of wildlife resources in Arizona, and lawful, regulated hunting is integral 

to meeting population and habitat objectives for game species on the BLM lands. Motorized access 

by the public is essential to access hunting areas, provide sufficient dispersed camping associated 

with hunting, and retrieve legally-taken animals from the field.  

 

Reviewing the EA, it appears all routes in the identified alternatives have been designated as either 

non-mechanized or closed; thereby effectively denying reasonable and sufficient access for the 

public. The Commission believes that BLM’s designation will impact the Department’s ability to 

fulfill its public trust responsibilities for wildlife management activities as well as the negatively 

impacting the public’s recreational access for lawful, regulated hunting because of the limited 

number of routes.  
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The Wilderness Act requires wilderness designation to be through Congressional legislation. The 

non-mechanized use designation creates wilderness through the land use planning process, not 

through Congressional legislation. It is the Commission’s stance that BLM cannot administratively 

create wilderness as this is a Congressional action. 

 

The Commission further contends that the language in the EA to describe the Environmental 

Consequences of route designation be modified entirely. It is the Commission’s stance that route 

designations in and of themselves have no impact unless BLM would be creating new 

routes/access/use. Therefore, the Commission believes that existing routes should be treated as 

‘existing conditions’ with no change or impact to environment.  

 

The Commission is aware that the BLM has invited the Department to participate as a Cooperating 

Agency in the development of the Lake Havasu Field Office RMP and EIS, as well as the TMP 

for Bouse Cactus Plain. The Commission expects the Bureau of Land Management to notify the 

Department and commenting public entities when the ROD has been signed.  

 

Sincerely 

  

 

 

James S. Zieler 

Chairman 

Arizona Game and Fish Department Commission  
 


