
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Friday, March 9, 2018 

Saturday, March 10, 2018 
Douglas City Council Chambers 

425 E. 10th St. 

Douglas, Arizona 85607 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

Chairman James R. Ammons 

Commission James S. Zieler 

Commissioner Eric S. Sparks 

Commissioner Kurt R. Davis 

 

(Director and Staff) 

 

Director Ty Gray 

Deputy Director Tom Finley 

Assistant Attorney General Linda Pollock 

Assistant Attorney General John LeSueur 

 

Chairman Ammons called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and led those present through the 

Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silence in honor of the internment on February 23 

of 1st Sgt. Nicholas S. Amsberry of Mesa, Arizona and for the internment of Reverend Billy 

Graham on March 2. 

 

The Commission introduced themselves followed by introductions of the Director and the 

Director’s staff.  Commissioner Leland S. "Bill" Brake was not present.  This meeting followed 

an agenda revision #1 dated March 7, 2018. 

 

Awards and Recognition 

 

Chairman Ammons presented a Commission Commendation of Achievement to the Douglas 

Rifle and Pistol Club in recognition of its contributions to shooting sports, hunter education and 

wildlife conservation in Southeastern Arizona. 

 

Chairman Ammons presented a Commission Commendation of Achievement to the Malpai 

Borderlands Group in recognition of its contributions to wildlife conservation through the use of 

best land management practices in Southeastern Arizona. 

 

Chairman Ammons presented a Commission Certificate of Appreciation to Wildlife Manager 

Supervisor Duane Aubuchon (accepted by Mike Richins on behalf of Mr. Aubuchon) for his 

exemplary effort in leading the Safford Habitat Partnership Committee and bringing over two 

million dollars in funds to benefit wildlife and habitat in Southeast Arizona. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  Call to the Public 

 

Phil Krentz addressed the Commission regarding R12-4-303.6.  Salt has been placed near waters 

and trail cameras are on the salt.  Ranchers leasing federal lands are liable when someone else 

does this.  He requested the Commission to do something to protect the ranchers. 

 

Chairman Ammons requested Department staff to discuss the matter with Mr. Krentz. 
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Scott Arena addressed the Commission regarding hunting on his ranch.  Hunter etiquette should 

be more emphasized by the Department.  He needs to know when people are hunting on his land 

or crossing through to get to public land.  He also has issues with hunters that hunt on livestock 

waters, place game cameras near waters, leave trash, park near waters and gates, fail to recover 

shell casings, enter horse pastures, and drive ATVs across the property. 

 

Commissioner Davis asked if Mr. Arena currently has a compact agreement with the 

Department, which Mr. Arena stated he did not. 

 

Chairman Ammons requested Department staff to discuss the matter with Mr. Arena. 

 

Terry Herndon, Field Director, Arizona Mule Deer Organization, addressed the Commission and 

introduced them to the new Arizona Mule Deer Organization.  This new organization has many 

volunteers and is ready to get to work on conservation projects. 

 

* * * * * 

 

2.  Consent Agenda 

 

The following items were grouped together and noticed as consent agenda items to expedite 

action on routine matters, and/or were previously presented to the Commission as a “first read” 

item.  These items were presented to the Commission and none were removed for discussion. 

 

a.  Approve Memorandum of Understanding with Ducks Unlimited 

 

Presenter:  Johnathan O’Dell, Small Game Biologist, Terrestrial Branch 

 

The Department presented the Commission with a proposed Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) to allow the Department to partner with and provide funding for habitat to Ducks 

Unlimited.  The Department and Ducks Unlimited propose to work cooperatively for the common 

purpose of improving the status of waterfowl and other wildlife and the habitat upon which these 

species depend.  This MOU provides a relationship and framework for conservation actions that 

benefit populations of these species and associated opportunities to inform and educate the public. 

 

The Department recommends THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO APPROVE A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH DUCKS UNLIMITED AND TO 

AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR, AS SECRETARY TO THE COMMISSION, TO EXECUTE 

THE AGREEMENT AS PRESENTED. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO APPROVE 

ITEM A ON THE CONSENT AGENDA. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 

 Brake not present 

 

* * * * * 
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3.  Legislative Engagement and State and Federal Legislation 

  

Presenter:  David Fernandez, Assistant Legislative Liaison 

 

The Commission was provided with a PowerPoint presentation and briefing on the current status 

of selected state and federal legislative matters.  The presentation included the following 

information and Commission actions: 

 

Department of Interior Reorganization:  Removes current state based regional office boundaries; 

Reduces redundancy; Institutes 13 regions based on habitat and watershed. 

 

Commissioner Davis suggested that Chairman Ammons send a letter to the Governor's Office 

stating that the Commission feels strongly that Arizona boundaries remain as Arizona boundaries 

in DOIs reorganizational design. 

 

Commissioner Sparks agreed and Chairman Ammons asked for a motion. 

 

Motion:  Davis moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO REQUEST 

CHAIRMAN AMMONS SEND A LETTER TO GOVERNOR DUCEY STATING THE 

COMMISSION'S POSITION THAT THE INTEGRITY OF ARIZONA'S BORDERS BE 

RECOGNIZED IN ANY REORGANIZATION DESIGN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INTERIOR; ONE TO ENSURE THAT ARIZONA MATTERS OCCUR IN ARIZONA 

COURTS AND TWO, THAT THERE IS NOT A SHARED ECOSYSTEM WITH LOS 

ANGELES OR OTHER AREAS IN CALIFORNIA. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 

 Brake not present 

 

* * * * * 

 

4.  Commission Priorities Update 

 

Presenter:  Kent Komadina, Special Assistant to the Director 

 

Mr. Komadina provided an update on the Commission Priorities Report (attached) and 

highlighted several activities since the last Commission meeting.  The Commission sets its 

priorities on an annual basis with some adjustments during the year.  The Department regularly 

reports to the Commission on its progress for each priority.  Currently, the Commission Priorities 

are as follows: 

 Increase Access/Landowner Relations 

 Business Enterprise Development 

 Comprehensive Wildlife Management 

 Facility Maintenance, Improvements & Real Estate Strategies 

 Maximize Officer Field Time and Promote Fair Chase  

 Public Affairs 

 Customer Recruitment, Retention, & Reactivation 
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 Habitat Improvement & Conservation 

 Sportfish Opportunities 

 Maintaining Department and State Authorities for Conserving Wildlife 

 Process improvements 

 

Information Systems Branch Chief Doug Cummings provided a PowerPoint presentation and 

briefing on Business Enterprise Development related to the Department's online technologies.  

The update included an overview of digital constituent engagement through Portal memberships, 

technological improvements in draw operations, and a preview of future targets such as 

increasing paperless business and reducing paper based business. 

 

Chairman Ammons asked about adding Point Guard to the cost of drawing a tag instead of 

purchasing it separately. 

 

Mr. Cummings stated that the Department will look into it. 

 

* * * * * 

 

5.  Briefing on Department Deployment of Arizona Management System (AMS) 

 

Presenter:  Pat Barber, Community Engagement Administrator 

 

Mr. Barber provided a PowerPoint presentation and update on the Department’s progress in 

deploying AMS methods and tools to reduce waste and build sustainable efficiency in the 

Department’s systems and processes.  AMS was implemented by Governor Ducey as part of his 

vision for Arizona to be the number one state to live, play, recreate, retire, visit, do business, and 

get an education.  To achieve this vision, a professional, results-driven management system has 

been deployed to transform the way Arizona state government thinks and does business as one 

enterprise.  State agencies are doing more good for Arizona by tracking and improving their 

performance each and every day. 

 

Mr. Barber’s presentation included an overview of the following: 

 The use of Huddle Boards to identify processes and tracking 

 Governor’s Scorecard and tracking 

 Graph of hunting/fishing license sales for FY17 and FY18 

 Success stories of employee innovations 

o Information Branch Chief Doug Cummings provided an update on efforts to 

provide draw results within 25 days instead of 67 days, and other improvements 

o Customer Service and Sales Branch Chief Rachael Gottlieb provided an update on 

customer outreach to provide information, including how to apply for the draw 

online through the Portal and other information such as Point Guard. 

 

Chairman Ammons suggested the Department highlight its accomplishments and improvements 

to the public related to the draw and show how quickly draw results are available compared to 

how long it used to take. 

 

 * * * * * 
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Meeting recessed for a break at 9:13 a.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

6.  Information Item Announcing 2018 Heritage Grant Awards 

 

Presenter:  Sherry Crouch, Funds Planning Branch Chief 

 

Ms. Crouch provided a PowerPoint presentation and briefing, announcing the 2018 Heritage 

Grant Awards.  Through the Department's Heritage Grant process, a total of 56 applications were 

received. One application was rejected as ineligible and one application was withdrawn by the 

applicant.  From the remaining 54 Heritage grant proposals, the Department awarded the 

following: 

 

 Southwest Wings Birding and Nature Festival, requested $5,000 for the project titled 

"Southwest Wings Birding and Nature Festival: Wildlife Focused Festival."  The award 

amount is $5,000.00. 

 City of Phoenix, Parks and Recreation, requested $33,000 for the project titled "Papago 

Park All-Access Fishing Dock."  The award amount is $33,000.00. 

 Willow Bend Environmental Education Center, requested $38,337 for the project titled 

"Habitat Restoration and Watchable Wildlife Enhancement at Sawmill/Willow Bend 

AWWE Site." The award amount is $38,337.00. 

 Friends of Verde River Greenway, requested $14,166 for the project titled "Verde Tour-

An Addition to the Arizona Watchable Wildlife Experience Program - Phase 1." The 

award amount is $14,166.00. 

 Catalina Foothills School District, requested $4,475 for the project titled "Critter Cams 

for Kids." The award amount is $4,475.00. 

 Town of Sahuarita, requested $7,705 for the project titled "Sahuarita Lake Public Access 

for Persons with Disabilities Phase 2." The award amount is $7,705.00. 

 City of Holbrook, requested $42,165 for the project titled "Holbrook's Public Access to 

Recreation Area." The award amount is $42,165.00. 

 Arizona Board of Regents, University of Arizona, requested $42,262 for the project titled 

"Status, Distribution, Habitat, and Stressors of the Sonoran Talussnail." The award 

amount is $40,301.00 

 Phoenix Zoo, requested $57,804 for the project titled "Monitoring Fecal Gluticosteroids 

and Behavior to Assist in Developing a Propagation for Release Program for the 

Critically Endangered Mt. Graham Red Squirrel." The award amount is $57,804.00. 

 Arizona Board of Regents, University of Arizona, requested $61,895 for the project titled 

“Soft-release Translocation Techniques to Maximize Fidelity to Release Site in Red 

Squirrels." The award amount is $61,895.00. 

 Idaho Department of Fish and Game, requested $40,000 for the project titled 

"Development of YY Male Technology for Eradicating Undesirable Invasive Fish 

Populations in Arizona." The award amount is $40,000.00. 

 

* * * * * 
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1.  Call to the Public (re-opened) 

 

Thomas Davidson, addressed the Commission in opposition to the Department's potential 

purchase of an easement at Sunrise Rd, Portal, Arizona.  Mr. Davidson stated that the cost of the 

easement to the Department is unreasonably high, particularly when the Department can 

purchase another less expensive easement or obtain an easement for free.  Mr. Davidson urged 

the Commission to not purchase the Sunrise easement as this would be a waste of money that 

could be used elsewhere. 

 

* * * * * 

 

7.  Threatened and Endangered Wildlife Briefing 

 

Presenter:  Ryan Mann, Aquatic Research Program Manager, Research Branch 

 

Mr. Mann provided a PowerPoint presentation and briefing on the native aquatic conservation 

efforts at the Department’s Aquatic Research and Conservation Center (ARCC).  The briefing 

included an update on threatened and endangered fish species held at the facility, research 

currently underway to support recovery efforts, and recent facility renovations that will enhance 

these efforts. 

 

* * * * * 

 

9.  Hearings on License Revocations for Violation of Game and Fish Codes and Civil 

Assessments for the Illegal Taking and/or Possession of Wildlife 

 

Presenter:  Gene Elms, Law Enforcement Branch Chief 

 

Records of these proceedings are maintained separately. 

 

* * * * * 

 

8.  Federal Lands Planning Update 

 

Presenter:  Laura Canaca, Project Evaluation Program Supervisor 

 

Ms. Canaca provided a PowerPoint presentation on Department activities and involvement with 

resource management planning and other major actions on federal lands in Arizona.  The 

presentation included highlights from the Federal Lands Update (attached), which provides a 

summary of activities that occurred since the last Commission meeting. 

 

* * * * * 

 

10.  Proposed Consent Agreement between Ralph Anderson and the Arizona Game and Fish 

Commission 

 

Presenter:  Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney General 
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Ms. Pollock provided the Commission with a proposed consent agreement in which Ralph 

Anderson pays a reduced civil assessment of $4,000 for the loss of a trophy bull elk.  On June 

27, 2008 the Commission revoked Mr. Anderson’s hunting, fishing and trapping licenses for a 

period of ten years for the unlawful take of a bull elk in excess of bag limits.  The Commission 

further directed the Department to collect a civil assessment of $8,000 for the loss of one trophy 

4x6 bull elk and required Mr. Anderson to complete a Hunter Education Course.  Mr. 

Anderson’s 10-year period of revocation will end on June 27, 2018.  He has completed the 

Hunter Education course and is requesting a reduction of a civil assessment to $4,000 for the loss 

to the State of the trophy bull elk. 

 

Mr. Anderson was present and addressed the Commission on behalf of his request.  He 

stated that he has suffered as a result of his own actions and accepts full responsibility.  

Mr. Anderson requested termination of his revocation as of May 1, 2018 instead of June 

27 and stated that he is prepared today to pay the $4,000 civil assessment. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ACCEPT MR. ANDERSON'S PROPOSED SETTLEMENT TO REDUCE THE CIVIL 

ASSESSMENT TO $4,000 AND TO TERMINATE THE LICENSE REVOCATION AS 

OF MAY 1, 2018, AND REQUIRING PAYMENT THE TERMINATION DATE. 
 

Commissioner Zieler commented that there is a significant difference in the civil assessment for 

a trophy bull elk at $8,000 and a bull elk at $2,500, which should probably be addressed, and this 

is the reason for his motion.  In his mind, the intent for the assessment has been satisfied. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 

 Brake not present 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting recessed for a break at 11:04 a.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 11:15 a.m. 
 

 

* * * * * 

 

12.  A Briefing on the State Wide Public Awareness Campaign 

 

Presenter:  Tony Guiles, Assistant Director 

 

Mr. Guiles introduced Sasha Howell with Off Madison Avenue (OMA) who has been contracted 

to work with the Department.  Ms. Howell provided an informational update on the 

Department’s statewide public awareness campaign, Conserve and Protect.  Ms. Howell 

discussed the goals of the 10-year plan, which includes building on the conserve and protect 

campaign momentum, creating the framework for the Department’s future financial success, and 

protecting the Department’s ability to effectively manage the state’s wildlife. 

 

* * * * * 
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14.  Agreement between the Arizona Game and Fish Department and Coconino County 

 

Presenter:  Rob Nelson, Region 2 Habitat, Evaluation and Lands Program Manager 

 

Mr. Nelson provided a PowerPoint presentation and briefing on an agreement between the Arizona 

Game and Fish Commission and Coconino County for a shared Urban Wildlife Planner position.  

This is a change to a recently expired, longstanding agreement with the Department and Coconino 

County.  From 2008-2016 the Department and Coconino County had a cost-shared, Urban 

Wildlife Planner Position.  This position was vacated in late 2016, which coincided with the end 

of the old agreement.  Each agency contributed half of the salary of this position for a three year 

term and subsequently renewed the agreement for three separate appointments during that time.  

Both the Department and the County have seen positive outcomes this position has offered with 

large project planning and incorporating Department interests in large scale planning efforts.  In 

May 2017 the Coconino County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved this position under 

the new agreement guidelines.  The Department and Coconino County would like to continue this 

partnership and have both allocated the necessary funds to continue this position for the three year 

term appointment. 

 

The Commission was in consensus to place this item on the consent agenda for the next regular 

Commission meeting. 

 

* * * * * 

 

15.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Organization Vida Silvestre A.C. 

 

Presenter:  Josh T. Avey, Terrestrial Wildlife Branch Chief, Terrestrial Branch 

 

Mr. Avey briefed the Commission using a PowerPoint presentation on a proposed MOU with the 

Organization Vida Silvestre A.C. for the purpose of conservation and management of wildlife 

and related educational programs, primarily to benefit SGCN through Southern Wings projects. 

 

This MOU will establish a framework for collaboration and cooperation between the Department 

and the Organization Vida Silvestre A.C. to conserve and enhance native wildlife (including 

migratory birds) and their habitats, especially those that are shared with Mexico. Conservation 

and enhancement of wildlife populations and their habitats may be accomplished through the 

exchange of information, management of priority species, habitat conservation, educational 

programs, and other projects of mutual interest (such as Southern Wings). 
 
The Commission was in consensus to place this item on the consent agenda for the next regular 

Commission meeting. 

 

* * * * * 

 

16.  Petition to Lock a Gate on State Trust Land Approximately Fourteen Miles East of 

Tombstone, Arizona. 

 

Presenter:  Josh Avey, Terrestrial Wildlife Branch Chief 
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Mr. Avey briefed the Commission using a PowerPoint presentation on a request by Linda Telles 

to lock a gate on State Trust Land located approximately fourteen miles east of Tombstone.  Ms. 

Tellas, Double U Ranch, has requested a closure to vehicular access at a gate on State Trust 

lands in Cochise County; the gate is located in Game Management Unit 30B.  The proposed 

closure would affect public vehicular access on a network of existing roads within an 

approximately 2.5 square mile block of State Trust land in the northwest corner of the ranch. 

 

The lessee cites various accounts of vandalism, damage to their cattle, and habitat destruction as 

the reasons for this closure request.  However, the Department never received a report of any 

violations committed on the ranch as referenced to in the petition, nor has the Department ever 

received a report of hunting/sportsmen’s related violations from Deputy Magoffin. 

 

The Department had a good working partnership with the ranch for many years.  From 2002 to 

2015, a total of $102,947.50 was provided by the Department for collaborative habitat and ranch 

improvement projects on the Double U Ranch.  Since 2016, the relationship has degraded and in 

January 2018, the ranch terminated their access agreement, returning a prorated $9,667.00. 

 

Places that people can legally access are already very limited in southeast Arizona.  This block of 

State Trust land is a popular area for hunters who pursue mule deer, javelina, quail, dove, and 

predators.  This unit gets Champ permits, as well, and blocks of land with vehicular access are 

necessary for those hunters.  The area is so important that the Department is currently working 

with a neighboring landowner to secure access to the area adjacent to the petitioned area. 

 

Regional V personnel recommend denying this closure request.  Furthermore, the Arizona State 

Land Department does not support the petition, and per 17-452, concurrence from the involved 

land management agency is required for the Commission to be able to grant a closure. 

 

Motion:  Davis moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO DENY 

THE REQUEST TO LOCK A GATE ON STATE TRUST LAND LOCATED 

APPROXIMATELY FOURTEEN MILES EAST OF TOMBSTONE. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 

 Brake not present 

 

* * * * * 

 

18.  Executive Session 

 

The Commission voted to meet in Executive Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03 

(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO GO INTO 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

The Commission had a working lunch during Executive Session. 
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* * * * * 

 

16.  (re-opened) Petition to Lock a Gate on State Trust Land Approximately Fourteen Miles East 

of Tombstone, Arizona. 

 

Presenter:  Josh Avey, Terrestrial Wildlife Branch Chief 

 

Chairman Ammons re-opened this item to allow speakers that were not present at the time to 

address the Commission on behalf of this petition. 

 

Linda Telles, President and owner of Telles Enterprises, Inc. and Double U Ranch, addressed the 

Commission on behalf of her petition and stated she would like her ranch manager and 

contractor to speak on her behalf. 

 

Dana Puempel, Contractor, stated that they are not against hunting and support hunters.  The 

petition is to stop vehicles from entering the property.  There has been a lot of property and 

habitat damage, which they have reported to the State Land Department.  They also have 

concerns for the safety and wellbeing of their livestock. 

 

Johahns Anderson, Ranch Foreman/Manager, stated that he supports Ms. Puempel’s comments.  

Mr. Anderson further described damage and vandalism that has been occurring on the ranch and 

the state trust land. 

 

Raul Vega, Region V Supervisor, addressed the Commission stating that he had informed the 

ranch from the first meeting that all calls needed to go the Department’s OGT line.  There have 

been no calls regarding any of the incidents claimed by Ms. Puempel and Mr. Anderson. 

 

Mr. Vega answered questions for the Commission and discussed with them that the Department 

has had a compact with the ranch for a long period of time and that the Department has made 

every effort to continue the compact. 

 

Motion:  Sparks moved and Zieler seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

REAFFIRM ITS EARLIER DECISION TO DENY THE REQUEST BY LINDA TELLES TO 

LOCK A GATE ON STATE TRUST LAND. 

 

Commissioner Zieler commented for the record that it is a big disappointment to see the severed 

ties between the ranch and the Department, especially with the access agreement that the 

Department has had with the Telles family.  It seems like things have changed over the years and 

it wasn’t this contentious before.  This is difficult for him and the Commission to see this 

relationship fall apart.  This is a State Trust Land grazing lease and not deeded property.  

Locking a gate there without authorization and the contentious interactions with people has been 

difficult, but this is what he bases his decision on. 

 

Ms. Telles addressed the Commission and discussed that Department staff had requested the 

State Land Department pull the grazing lease from the ranch without her knowledge.  When she 

found out about it, that is when all communication with the Department stopped. 

 



Commission Meeting Minutes - 11 - March 9-10, 2018 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

 

11.  James Badman appeal of denial of Private Game Farm License. 

 

This item was tabled and not addressed. 

 

* * * * * 

 

13.  Cooperative Agreement for Hunting Management between the Hopi Tribe, State of Arizona 

and the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 

 

Presenter:  Scott Poppenberger, Flagstaff Regional Supervisor 

 

Mr. Poppenberger provided a PowerPoint presentation an agreement renewal between the 

Department and the Hopi Tribe for wildlife management, hunting management and big game 

permit allocations to Hopi tribal members on Hopi Trust Land.  This request asks the Commission 

to consider directing the Department to sign a four-year renewal (until 2021) of an existing 

agreement between the Commission and the Hopi Tribe for hunting and wildlife management on 

Hopi Trust and associated ‘checker board’ State Trust Land in the northern portions of game 

management units; 4A, 5A and 5B.  The current, active agreement expires May 31, 2018, and is 

predicated upon a 2002 Master Memorandum of Understanding between the Commission and the 

Hopi Tribe regarding wildlife management, law enforcement, hunter education and land use. 

 

This agreement renewal defines wildlife management responsibilities and communication 

standards between the Department and the Hopi Tribe on matters including; wildlife surveys, big 

game permit allocation percentages set aside exclusively for Hopi Tribal members and associated 

fee structures. As with previous years’ agreements, the Hopi Tribe will be offered the opportunity 

to participate with wildlife surveys and the Department will formulate hunt recommendations in 

collaboration with the tribe. Drawing for Hopi Tribal member big game permits will be conducted 

using the Department’s permit draw system and the agreement provides a fee structure for Hopi 

allocated permits and licenses. 

 

The Commission was in consensus to place this item on the consent agenda for the next regular 

Commission meeting. 

 

Commissioner Davis requested that when this item is brought back on the consent agenda, the 

Department’s legal counsel will have reviewed regarding potential impacts or alter the language 

that in the event there is a change in ownership of lands, federal, Hopi, or state lands, that there 

are provisions that would examine any changes that need to be made in an agreement that would 

now be four years. 

 

Ms. Pollock stated that she understood and will review the agreement as requested. 

 

* * * * * 

 

17.  Park Central Farm Conservation Easement 

 

Presenter:  Clayton Crowder, Habitat, Evaluation and Lands Branch Chief 
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Mr. Crowder briefed the Commission using a PowerPoint presentation on a proposed purchase of 

a Conservation Easement on Park Central Farm, Yavapai County, Arizona.  Park Central Farm is 

a privately owned property near Camp Verde at the confluence of the Verde River and West 

Clear Creek. The Department has been working closely with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) to 

acquire a conservation easement on this parcel using Heritage Acquisition funds to protect the 

riparian portion of the property, and associated federally-listed species of fish and birds known to 

be present. 

 

If approved, the conservation easement would serve to protect approximately three miles of 

stream and riparian habitat and a total of 513 acres of private land, including 233 acres of habitat 

having high conservation value, while maintaining connectivity between State Park land and two 

national forests (Coconino NF and Prescott NF). 

 

Public Comment 

 

Pat Graham, State Director, The Nature Conservancy in Arizona, addressed the Commission in 

support of the purchase of this conservation easement. 

 

Commissioner Davis confirmed with Mr. Crowder that the conservation agreement will be 

reached prior to the transaction. 

 

The Commission was in consensus to place this item on the agenda for the next regular 

Commission meeting, but not on the consent agenda. 

 

* * * * * 

 

17A.  Approval of New Commission Policy A2.15 Commission Per Diem Compensation and 

Expense Reimbursement. 

 

This item was tabled and not addressed. 

 

* * * * * 

 

19.  Litigation Report 

 

Ms. Pollock briefed the Commission.  As the result of a lawsuit filed by the State of Arizona and 

the Commission against the USFWS for its failure to create a revised or new recovery plan for 

the Mexican wolf (State of Arizona vs Jewell), the parties entered into a settlement.  The 

settlement required the USFWS to complete a revised Mexican wolf recovery plan no later than 

November 30, 2017.  That agreement was approved by the court and it became a court order.  

The USFWS completed a draft revised recovery plan and it was open for public comment in June 

and that plan was completed on November 29, 2017, one day before the deadline.  Since that 

time, a number of environmental organizations have submitted a 60-day notice of intent to sue 

the USFWS alleging that the revised recovery plan violates the Endangered Species Act.  At this 

time the Department requests direction from the Commission on whether or not the Department 

should intervene in any litigation should the USFWS revised recovery plan be challenged in 
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Federal District Court in order to support the USFWS decision and in support of its revised 

recovery plan. 

 

Motion:  Davis moved and Zieler seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO INSTRUCT 

THE DEPARTMENT TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF THE USFWS IN THE EVENT 

THAT LEGAL ACTION IS TAKEN AGAINST THE CURRENT PROPSED MEXICAN 

WOLF RECOVERY PLAN. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 

 Brake not present 

 

* * * * * 

 

20.  Approval of Minutes 

 

There were no minutes approved at this meeting. 

 

* * * * * 

 

21.  Commissioner Committee Reports 

 

There were no Commissioner Committee reports. 

 

* * * * * 

 

22.  Director and Commissioner Comments 

 

Commissioner Zieler commented that the new committee to help address the Zuni water 

settlement has been active and have already spent some significant time on it. 

 

Chairman Ammons stated that the Mule Deer Foundation presented the Commission with their 

Presidents Award at the Salt Lake City conference. 

 

Director Gray stated that he was fortunate to be invited and attend the Commander Summit at the 

Marine Corp Air Station in Yuma.  It was a really good meeting and while there, he got to 

witness the Marine Corp Silent Drill team, which was amazing and an honor to see. 

 

* * * * * 

 

23.  Future Agenda Items and Action Items 

 

Deputy Director Finley recapped the following future agenda/action items captured in this 

meeting: 

 The Department will prepare a letter for the Chairman to the Governor stating the 

Commission’s position that the integrity of Arizona’s  borders be recognized in the 

reorganization of DOI regions 
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 Add a point guard column to the fee schedule in the regulations for a total 

 The Department will add the language developed for wilderness designations comments 

to any federal land management agreement the Department gets involved in. 

 

* * * * * 

 

18.  Executive Session (re-opened) 

 

The Commission voted to meet in Executive Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03 

(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO GO INTO 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

18.  (continued) Executive Session 

 

The Commission voted to meet in Executive Session in accordance with A.R.S. § 38-431.03 

(A)(3) and (4) for the purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel. 

 

Motion:  Zieler moved and Sparks seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO GO INTO 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

Motion:  Sparks moved and Zieler seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ADJOURN THIS MEETING. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 

 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

 

* * * * * 

Saturday, March 10, 7:00 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 

 

Field Trip:  At 7:00 a.m., the Commission and Department staff traveled to Malpai Ranch for a 

presentation and tour of the Malpai Museum.  From there, several traveled to the Slaughter 

Ranch for a tour.  The field trip ended at approximately 11:00 a.m.  The Commission did not 

take any legal action during the field trip. 
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F-19 

Game and Fish Litigation Report 

Presented at the Commission Meeting 

March 9, 2018 

 

The Assistant Attorneys General for the Arizona Game and Fish Commission and the 

Arizona Game and Fish Department are representing these agencies in the following matters in 

litigation.  This report does not include claims and lawsuits for damages against these agencies in 

which the agencies are represented by Assistant Attorneys General in the Liability Defense 

Section of the Attorney General’s Office. 

  

1. State of Arizona v. Jewell, CV 15-00245-CKJ.  On June 8, 2015, the State of 

Arizona filed suit against the Secretary of Interior and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(“FWS”) for violations of the Endangered Species Act (“ESA”).  Arizona alleges in the lawsuit 

that the FWS has failed to develop a new recovery plan for the Mexican wolf that complies with 

the requirements of ESA.  The FWS prepared an original recovery plan for the Mexican wolf in 

1982, but that plan has since expired, and it does not include the necessary elements ESA 

requires for a recovery plan.  Arizona will seek declaratory and injunctive relief compelling the 

FWS to develop a new recovery plan within a reasonable period. 

 

On its own motion, the court transferred this case to the same court assigned to Center for 

Biological Diversity v. Jewell, CV 15-00019.  Due to ongoing settlement discussions, the federal 

defendants filed a motion on January 29, 2016, seeking an additional 45 days to file an answer to 

the complaint.  The Commission voted on February 5, 2016, to approve the agreement in 

principle.  

 

On April 26, 2016, the parties submitted the settlement for court approval and filed a 

joint motion to enter the settlement.  On October 18, 2016, the court issued an order approving 

the settlement agreement and ordering the parties to comply with the settlement.  The settlement 

requires the FWS to complete a revised Mexican wolf recovery plan no later than November 30, 

2017.  In approving the settlement, the court also ordered the dismissal of the complaint. 

 

On April 17, 2017, the federal defendants submitted a six-month status report.  The report 

states the FWS will issue a biological report in May and publish a draft recovery plan in June.  In 

July, the FWS will hold four public meetings in Arizona and New Mexico.  The FWS will issue 

the final recovery plan in November 2017. 

 

On June 28, 2017, the FWS issued a draft recovery plan and opened the public comment 

period until August 29, 2017.  On November 29, 2017, the FWS completed the final recovery 

plan.  On the same date the recovery plan was released, a number of environmental 

organizations submitted a 60-day notice of intent to sue, alleging the recovery plan violates 

the ESA. 

 

2. Center for Biological Diversity v. Jewell, CV-15-00019-JGZ; WildEarth 

Guardians v. Ashe, CV 15-00285.  CBD filed its lawsuit on January 15, 2015, alleging 

violations of the Endangered Species Act (“ESA”) and the National Environmental Policy Act 

(“NEPA”).  Plaintiffs contend that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (“FWS”) final revised 

rule governing the Mexican wolf experimental population, and a research and recovery permit 

issued under Section 10(a)(1)(A) of ESA impede Mexican wolf recovery and survival.  

Plaintiffs also allege the final environmental impact statement (“EIS”) and a biological opinion 

associated with the final rule are inadequate.  Plaintiffs seek a court order to set aside and 

remand to the FWS portions of the final rule, the permit and final EIS. 
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On April 15, 2015, the State of Arizona on behalf of Game and Fish filed a motion to 

intervene in support of the FWS.  At the same time, Arizona filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit 

on the basis the court lacks subject matter jurisdiction.  The federal defendants filed an answer to 

the complaint on April 22, 2015. 

 

On May 12, 2015, the court granted a motion to consolidate a case from New Mexico 

brought by various livestock organizations and local governments.  On May 12, 2015, the court 

also granted Arizona’s motion to intervene and authorized Arizona to file either a motion to 

dismiss or an answer.  On July 20, 2015, the court granted the plaintiffs’ motion and granted a 

motion to consolidate the lawsuit WildEarth Guardians v. Ashe, CV 15-00285.  On July 23, 

2015, the court issued a scheduling order. 

 

WildEarth Guardians filed its lawsuit on July 2, 2015, alleging violations of ESA and 

NEPA.  The plaintiffs contend that the FWS’s final revised rule and the research and recovery 

permit impede Mexican wolf conservation.  The plaintiffs also allege the final EIS and the 

biological opinion associated with the final rule are inadequate.  The plaintiffs contend the FWS 

has a duty to reconsider its decision that the Mexican wolf population is nonessential.  The 

plaintiffs seek a court order to set aside and remand to the FWS portions of the final rule, the 

permit and final EIS. 

 

On August 7, 2015, the Game and Fish Commission voted to intervene in the WildEarth 

Guardians case on behalf of the FWS.  On December 2, 2015, the court granted Arizona’s 

motion to intervene and ordered the filing of Arizona’s motion to dismiss.  

 

On January 8, 2015, the parties filed a joint stipulation to amend the scheduling order to 

delay the start of briefing an additional 30 days.  The parties filed the stipulation to allow the 

New Mexico District Court to issue an expedited ruling on the motion to transfer SCI v. Jewell to 

Arizona and to consolidate the case with the other Arizona cases challenging the Mexican wolf 

10(j) rule.  On February 11, 2016, the New Mexico District Court granted the motion to transfer 

the SCI case to the Arizona District Court.  On February 26, 2016, the Arizona District Court 

issued an order consolidating the SCI case with the other Arizona cases.  On February 23, 2016, 

the plaintiffs in three of the consolidated cases filed motions for summary judgment. 

 

On March 31, 2016, the court issued an order denying Arizona’s motion to dismiss in 

CBD v. Jewell.  On April 18, the federal defendants filed a cross motion for summary judgment 

in CBD v. Jewell and on April 25, Arizona filed its cross motion for summary judgment in the 

same case.  On April 25, the federal defendants filed a cross motion for summary judgment in 

WEG v. Ashe, and on May 2, Arizona filed its cross motion for summary judgment in the same 

case.  On May 2, the federal defendants filed a cross motion for summary judgment in Arizona 

and New Mexico Coalition v. Jewell. 

 
On June 20, 2016, the plaintiffs filed responses in opposition to the federal defendants’ 

and Arizona’s cross motions for summary judgment.  The federal defendants filed replies on July 
20 and July 27, and Arizona filed replies on July 27 and August 3.  The briefing is now complete 

and the next step will be a hearing on the summary judgment motions.  The court heard oral 

argument on April 26, 2017. 

 

3. Center for Biological Diversity et al. v. United States Forest Service, CV-12-

8176-PCT-SMM.  Plaintiffs filed an action in the U.S. District Court for Arizona on September 

4, 2012.  The lawsuit alleges the U.S. Forest Service (“USFS”) is violating the Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act (“RCRA”) by allowing the disposal of lead ammunition on the 
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Kaibab National Forest, and the disposal results in significant harm to the California condors and 

other avian wildlife.  Plaintiffs are seeking declaratory and injunctive relief requiring the USFS 

to abate the harm. 

 

On November 4, 2012, the State of Arizona, on behalf of the Arizona Game and Fish 

Commission, filed a limited motion to intervene for the sole purpose of filing a motion to 

dismiss on the grounds that the State of Arizona is a required party but joining the State is not 

feasible due to sovereign immunity.  Because the State is a required party that cannot be joined, 

the case must be dismissed.  Plaintiffs filed a response to the State’s motion on November 20, 

2012.  Plaintiffs did not object to the State’s intervention but argued that the State does not meet 

the requirements of a required party. 

 

The National Rifle Association (NRA) and Safari Club International (SCI) filed motions 

to intervene on November 21, 2012.  The State filed a reply on December 4, 2012, to the 

Plaintiffs’ response to the State’s motion to intervene.  The USFS filed a motion to dismiss on 

December 14, 2012, on the basis the Court lacks jurisdiction. 
 

On July 2, 2013, the court granted the Forest Service’s motion to dismiss.  The court 

agreed with the Forest Service that CBD did not have standing to bring the RCRA challenge 

against the Forest Service.  The court found that CBD could not satisfy the requirements for 

standing because redressability was speculative on two grounds. First, in order for the Forest 

Service to regulate the use of lead ammunition, it would need to undertake a rulemaking process, 

comply with NEPA and consult with the Arizona Game and Fish Commission. Due to 

uncertainty with this process, the court found the outcome of the process speculative. Second, the 

court found that condors range in an area well beyond the Kaibab National Forest and into areas 

that do not prohibit the use of lead ammunition. Therefore, even if the Forest Service banned 

lead ammunition, this would not necessarily reduce the level of lead ingestion in condors.  

 

Plaintiffs filed a notice of appeal on August 21, 2013.  The Ninth Circuit held oral 

argument on November 19, 2015, and took the case under advisement.  The Ninth Circuit issued 

a decision on January 12, 2016, reversing the lower court decision dismissing the complaint on 

the basis of standing.  The court found that CBD satisfied the constitutional standing 

requirements, but the court remanded the case back to the district court to resolve the Forest 

Service's separate motion to dismiss on the basis CBD failed to allege a legal cause of action.  

On remand, the district court must decide whether the Forest Service can be held legally liable 

under RCRA.  If the court finds the Forest Service is not liable as a "contributor" to causing 

harm to the environment, then the court will need to dismiss the case for failure to state a claim.  

 

The district court held a status conference for April 18, 2016.  The court agreed to resolve 

the pending motions to intervene filed by NRA, SCI and NSSF, and then take up the Forest 

Service’s motion to dismiss for failure to state a claim.  On June 10, 2016, the court granted 

NSSF’s, NRA’s and SCI’s motions to intervene.  On July 21, 2016, the court granted the parties’ 

stipulated motion to set a briefing schedule on the motions to dismiss.  The federal defendants 

and intervenor NSSF filed their motions on August 12, 2016.  The NRA and SCI will file their 

motions to dismiss by August 26, 2016.  The parties have completed briefing the motions to 

dismiss and now await a hearing or a decision from the court. 

 

On March 15, 2017, the district court issued an order granting the motions to dismiss.  

The court on its own volition decided the case could not proceed because CBD was only seeking 

an advisory opinion and did not meet the Constitution's Article III requirement of establishing an 

actual case or controversy.  The court concluded that CBD's requested relief for an order that the 

Forest Service exercise its discretion to abate the harm from lead ammunition would be nothing 
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more than the court's recommendation to the Forest Service.  According to the court, an order 

that only recommends action would constitute an advisory opinion.  Even if the court were to 

find the Forest Service in violation of RCRA, the court could not compel it to take action to stop 

the violation.  CBD has sixty days from the date of the court’s order to file a notice of appeal. 

 

 CBD filed a notice of appeal on April 20 2017.  As of November 30, 2017, all briefing 

in the case is complete. 

 

4. Holden and Guynn v. Arizona Game and Fish Commission, Maricopa County 

Superior Court CV 2014-013211 (filed October 14, 2014).    The Plaintiffs, whose Title 17 

criminal charges were dismissed by the justice court (Guynn) or resulted in an acquittal 

following a justice court bench trial (Holden) were separately civilly assessed by the 

Commission for the loss of wildlife to Arizona.  The Plaintiffs, who have not paid their civil 

assessments, filed their suit against the Commission after they were denied the right to purchase 

hunting licenses and big game tags. 

 

 After the superior court ruled that only a court can assess civil damages for the loss of 

wildlife to the state, the Department successfully sponsored legislation to amend A.R.S. 17-314, 

and the Commission directed the AGO to file suit in the superior court to collect civil damages 

from Holden and Guynn.  The suit was filed in September 2016.  The Guynn case is continued 

until April 2018, to allow Guynn to return home from serving abroad in the military. The 

Holden case is set for hearing on March 16, 2018. 
 

5. WildEarth Guardians et al. v. United States Forest Service, 3:16-cv-08010-

PCT-PGR.  This suit, filed January 25, 2016 by WildEarth Guardians, Grand Canyon Wildlands 

Council and the Sierra Club, seeks a ruling that the Forest’s travel management decision on the 

Williams, Tusayan and Kaibab Ranger Districts allowing motorized retrieval of legally-

harvested big game (elk and, for the Kaibab, elk and bison) during designated hunting seasons 

violates the Forest’s Travel Management Rule, NEPA, and the National Historic Preservation 

Act.  The suit also seeks injunctive relief enjoining Forest from allowing motorized big game 

retrieval until the Forest “can demonstrate compliance with federal law”.  The Department, along 

with Safari Club International, intervened as co-defendants.  The parties each filed separate 

motions for summary judgment.  On September 26, 2017, Judge McNamee issued an order 

denying the Plaintiffs motion for summary judgment and granting the Forest Service’s motion 

for summary judgment. Because we sought the same relief as the Forest Service, Judge 

McNamee dismissed as moot the Department’s and SCI’s motions for summary judgment.  On 

November 22, 2017, the Plaintiffs filed a notice of appeal.  The Plaintiffs opening brief is due by 

March 15, 2018.  Our answering brief is due by June 29, 2018.  The Appellants reply brief is 

due on August 15, 2018. We do not know yet when or if the Ninth Circuit will set our case for 

oral argument, but we don’t expect it to be this year.  The Court will contact the parties 

approximately 14 weeks before our case is set for oral argument.    

 

Dennis G. Scarla v. Arizona Game and Fish Commission, Maricopa County Superior Court 

LC2017-000019-001 (filed Jan. 23, 2017).  On March 10, 2017, Dennis Scarla filed a notice of 

appeal challenging the Commission’s order revoking his license to hunt, fish, and trap in the 

state and denying him the privilege of obtaining a new license for a period of five years.  Mr. 

Scarla asserts that the Commission should not have imposed the statutory-maximum five-year 

ban on him because this was his first offense.  The administrative record has been forwarded 

to the Superior Court and Mr. Scarla filed his Opening Brief with the Superior Court on 

January 17, 2018.  Our Answering Brief is due March 12, 2018. 

 



Commission Priorities Report
MARCH 9, 2018

FY18 Target of 150,000 acres secured for access: On track, 1 new 
perpetual agreement completed. Target of 5,000 Volunteer 
hours:  ~3,200 hours coordinated. Target 3 outreach efforts on 
Access Program targeting sportsmen: 3 for year; LR program 
highlighted at national cattle growers association meeting in 
Phoenix Jan 31.  Videos to come.

Access-Landowners

See In-Depth Report.

Business Enterprise 
Development

Data warehouse business requirements are being collected to 
facilitate development of the data warehouse.  The data 
warehouse will host GDMS, FINS, ACS, LORAX, all collector app 
data, and field data.  Business Requirements Plan is scheduled to 
be completed by April 1, 2018.CWM

In November the Lands Council met and used a new ranking 
process to establish priorities for 46 enhancement and O&M 
projects for Commission-owned wildlife areas and properties.  
The final list of ranked  projects will be forwarded to Executive
staff for FY 20 funding consideration.

Facility-Real Estate

To date the Department has stocked 269,594 lbs. of sportfish from our 
750,000 lbs. target. We are currently tracking at a deficient of 56,062 
lbs. Our counter measure will be to redirect $75,000 dollars of a survey 
budget to purchasing sportfish to lessen the shortfall.

Sportfish

Fair Chase Committee attended the Shot Show to evaluate new 
technology that can help better inform the Article 3 Rules 
Review Process. Law Branch and Region1 presented a staff 
paper to Estaff that proposes to retool the guide processing 
protocol. These changes were well received and when 
implemented will save hundreds of hours of staff time.

MODT-Fair Chase

Branding campaign underway; Producing videos and other 
content for Expo and EEC meeting; Hired social media 
coordinator (to start 2/26/18); PIO, AV and Creative Services 
assisted at elk and wolf captures; Performed a "Facebook Live" 
from the MWolf processing room (2/2/18); Continue to exceed 
digital engagement targets. 

Public Affairs

Shooter days – rebounded to 225,525 through Jan., up ½ % 
over FY17. BASF Revenue - $1,612,862.96 through Jan., down 
2% over FY17. Aggressive vendor and sponsor recruitment at 
Shot Show successfully filled the range with participating 
vendors for the innagural Media - Industry Range day at 2018 
EXPO. 

Customer R3

FY 18 TARGET of 500,000 acres restored: 425,526 completed. 
TARGET of $1 million in funding secured: $2.355 million total. 
TARGET of 6 aquatic restoration projects: on track. TARGET of
20 catchments: 9 complete.

Habitat 
Conservation

WILDERNESS: Efforts to keep Cherry Creek Rd open and do 
W.L. management on was proving difficult.  BURROS: Efforts to 
reduce burros also proving difficult. COLORADO RIVER: 
Working with DOI/BOR on fish stockings. BISON: Dept W/D 
from EA process, still pursuing fed legislation.

State Authority

SEE:  AMS Report presented as a separate Agenda item.

Process 
Improvement



 Federal Lands Update 
For the Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

February 2018 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
 

Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest (A-S) 
 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency, providing information 
and expertise through meetings, field visits, and formal comments.  In October 2017, the 
A-S published a notice of intent (NOI) to revise the Environmental Impact Statement and 
intends to use comments received in 2010 for this initial NEPA phase.  The Department 
has requested the A-S provide an opportunity for the public to comment on significant 
changes incorporated within the revised EIS.  The EIS is expected late 2019. 

 
Coconino National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP) 

• The Final LRMP is anticipated for release March 2018, followed by a 90-day appeal 
process.  Based on meetings and the Forests’ most recent response (February 7, 2018) to 
formal comments/recommendations, the Department anticipates outstanding issues will be 
carried forward in the final plan.  

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Forest is continuing to review public comments on TMP at the District level.  The 
Department continues to assist in the review of campsite data collected. 

 
Coronado National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP)  

• The LRMP has been signed by the Regional Forester and is awaiting approval by the 
Washington D.C. Office.  The Forest is uncertain as to when the plan will be approved.  

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Department continues to track, provide input, and coordinate with the Forest on 
changes to Motorized Travel systems EA’s by district.  
 

Kaibab National Forest 
 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Kaibab National Forest (KNF) is continuing to review public comments on Travel 
Management at the District level.  The Department continues to work with the KNF to 
update Motor Vehicle Use Maps.  
 

     Prescott National Forest 
 
Chino Landscape Restoration Project (EA) 

• The Chino Valley Ranger District has initiated a second round of scoping, seeking 
comments on the Environmental Assessment for the Chino Landscape Restoration Project. 
The project proposes a series of actions to restore and maintain soil and watershed function, 
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vegetation conditions, riparian and groundwater dependent systems, and natural fire 
regime. The project area spans both sides of the Chino Valley District. On the east side it 
includes most of the district north of the Woodchute Wilderness Area; on the west it runs 
from the southern boundary of the Chino Valley District north to the watershed boundary 
above Juniper Mesa Wilderness. The Department provided comments for the initial 
scoping comment period in September 2017, and will provide comments for the second 
round of scoping due in March 2018. 

 
Tonto National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP) 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the plan revision and continues to meet with 
the Tonto National Forest (TNF) Planning and ID Team.  The Department is providing 
preliminary information, participating in field visits, and engaging constituents.  

• The Preliminary Proposed Plan was released November 6, 2017; formal comments were 
submitted in January, 2018.  The LRMP/DEIS is anticipated summer of 2018. 

• In efforts to recommend areas on the TNF for wilderness designation, a draft wilderness 
evaluation map was released for public input in late January. The Department submitted 
formal comments on February 12, 2018. 

 
 Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• A project team has been assembled to identify a timeline for the Supplemental EIS (SEIS) 
and draft record of decision for travel management on the TNF.  Until the SEIS and a Final 
Record of Decision is made, the existing system of roads and travel areas on the Payson 
and Pleasant Valley Ranger Districts will remain in effect. 

 
Pinto Valley Mine 

• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency for the Pinto Valley 
Mine EIS and any necessary amendments to the Tonto Forest Plan. The Forest has posted 
the Final Draft Scoping and Issues Report on the public website.  In January 2018, the 
Forest held an alternatives development workshop with Cooperating Agencies to identify 
potential alternatives, design features, and best management practices.  The Forest Service 
requested Cooperating Agency review/analysis of state trust species impacts and input on 
Pinto Creek resource concerns. 
 

Resolution Copper Project and Land Exchange EIS 
• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency for the Resolution 

Copper Project and Land Exchange EIS.  The Department provided Cooperating Agency 
feedback on proposed draft alternatives, resulting in a revised set of alternatives.  The TNF 
has posted the draft Alternatives Evaluation Report on its website.  The Department is 
working with the FS ID Team on the Biological Workgroup and the Ground Water 
Modeling Workgroup.  The Department continues to work internally to research the mine 
project; collect wildlife and recreation information on the project area; and prepare 
mitigation recommendations for the EIS.  
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT  
 

Havasu Field Office 
 

Travel Management Planning (TMP) 
• Havasu Field Office has scheduled route evaluations for the Alamo and Salome Travel 

Management Areas.  The plan is for all route evaluations to be completed this federal fiscal 
year and the plans to be completed by the end of FY 19. 

 
Kingman Field Office 

 
Annual Coordination  

• The Annual Coordination Meeting took place at the AGFD Region 3 office in February.  
At the meeting, BLM personnel indicated the Minimum Requirements Decisions Process 
(MRDP) for three new wildlife waters on the Goodwin Mesa, Upper Burro Creek 
Wilderness, was nearing completion.  BLM indicated a possible date of late summer 2018 
for the final signature and project approval.   Coordination for region-wide projects 
included road maintenance for wildlife waters and new wildlife water development. 

• The Mohave County Wind project was sold to the Orion Company in 2016/2017. The 
Bureau of Land Management, Kingman Field Office has completed the new ROW permits, 
as Orion has indicated their interest in proceeding with the 500-megawatt wind facility 
project.  No dates have been given for construction plans or operational designs. 

Lower Sonoran Field Office 
 

Travel Management Planning (TMP) 
• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency on the Buckeye Hills 

TMP and Environmental Assessment (EA).  The Department participated on the BLM 
interdisciplinary team to conduct route evaluations and develop TMP alternatives to be 
analyzed through the NEPA process.  Route evaluations were completed October 2017.  
BLM released the Draft TMP and EA and Alternatives maps for Cooperating Agency 30-
day administrative review. Public release of the Draft TMP and EA is estimated for 
March/April 2018. The Department is currently developing input on individual route 
designations and comments on the Draft EA and will be participating in review and 
comment. The Field Office plans to complete all Travel Management Plans by the end of 
federal FY 19 and the target date for a decision is September 2018. 

 
Sonoran Desert National Monument Recreational Shooting 

• On October 20, 2017, BLM issued the Final EIS and proposed RMP amendment.  BLM’s 
Washington office is completing the protest resolution.  The final step will be signing the 
ROD and submitting the documents to the court.  The Department has been actively engaged 
on this issue for over a decade and anticipates an informed and reasonable Record of 
Decision.  

 
Hassayampa Field Office 

 
Travel Management Planning 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the Black Canyon Corridor Travel 
Management Plan.  The Department participated on the interdisciplinary team to conduct 
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route evaluations (completed in September) and develop a range of alternatives.  Route 
evaluations were completed August 2017.  BLM released the Draft TMP and EA and 
Alternatives maps for Cooperating Agency 30-day administrative review due March 1st.  
There are 4 alternatives to the No Action alternative that include a range of scenarios from 
maximum conservation to maximum access, with several "blended" options for ~524 miles 
of existing routes.  Unique to this TMP are technical vehicle sites (TVSs) which are 
presently user created routes for rock crawling within drainages that offer large rocks and 
other off-camber obstacles for specialized vehicles. The Department is currently 
developing input on individual route designations and comments on the Draft EA.  Public 
release of the Draft TMP and EA is estimated for March/April 2018.  The Department will 
be participating in review and comment.  The Field Office plans to complete all Travel 
Management Plans by the end of federal FY 19 and the target date for a decision is 
September 2018. 

• BLM is currently conducting internal review of the results of the evaluation process and 
developing the final proposed alternatives.  BLM will meet with Cooperating Agencies to 
review the final proposed action, alternatives and components of the draft EA prior to 
public release.  Public release of the draft EA is anticipated Spring 2018.  The target date 
for a final plan decision is September 2018.  The Field Office plans to complete all Travel 
Management Plans by the end of federal FY 19. 

 
Tucson Field Office 

 
San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation 
Area (SPRNCA) RMP/EIS process. The Department provided comments on the 
Administrative Draft, which the BLM will address prior to publication of the public Draft 
document. The Draft RMP/EIS is expected to be available for public review in summer 
2018. 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
 
Bison Herd Reduction 

• The Final EA and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) were finalized and signed in 
September 2017.  Implementation efforts are scheduled to begin in fall 2018.  The 
Department had served on the interdisciplinary (ID) Team and as a Cooperating Agency in 
this effort until January 2018.  At that time, the Department formally pulled out as a 
cooperator in this effort due to fundamental conflicts between AZGFD and NPS on how 
herd reduction activities will occur.   

 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
 
Barry M. Goldwater Range 

• Luke Air Force Base and Marine Corps Air Station jointly manage and use the Barry M. 
Goldwater Range (BMGR).  The BMGR Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan 
(INRMP) five-year review process has begun.  The Department has reviewed and provided 
initial feedback on the administrative draft.  Public Meetings will be held in Ajo and Yuma 
in March. 
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BUREAU OF RECLAMATION  
 
Lower Colorado River Multi-species Conservation Plan (LCR MSCP) 

• The LCR MSCP is a fifty year joint federal and state conservation plan for Endangered 
Species Act compliance for activities on the lower Colorado River.  Part of the program is 
to construct and operate refugia ponds for razorback suckers and bonytail chub on the 
Planet Ranch Wildlife Area.  LCR MSCP has submitted an administrative draft EA for 
construction of the ponds to the Department for review.  Department staff participated in a 
public meeting to discuss the development plans. 

 
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE- NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 
 
Lower Colorado River Refuge Complex (Kofa, Imperial and Cibola) 

• Every 10 years Refuges must review/renew Recreational Compatibility Determinations 
(CD) to determine if a recreational activity is compatible with a Refuge’s purpose.  The 
Complex is reviewing the CD for all currently allowed recreational activities, and proposes 
to renew all CD’s.  Refuges will consider new activities in the near future. 

 
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (CORPS) 
 
Alamo Dam 

• The Corps is proposing safety inspection/maintenance on Alamo Dam beginning in March, 
2018.  This will entail lowering the lake level to below 1100 feet and flushing sediments. 
Flushing flows will be less than 5,000 cfs for no more than 20 days. The project proposal 
and timing has prompted feedback from various stakeholders, including the Department.  
Department comments include impacts to sensitive wildlife, recreation, and fisheries 
management. The Department will continue to track and provide input to the Corps.  
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US Forest Service (USFS) 

Status of USFS Land and Resource Management Plans (LRMP) and Travel Management Planning (TMP) in Arizona – February 2018 

USFS 
Forest Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
Apache-
Sitgreaves 

LRMP June 30, 2016: Department 
sends decline to withdraw 
appeal letter to Appeal 
Reviewing Officer. 

Majority of appeal points resolved. 
Recommended Wilderness 
unresolved. 

LRMP completed. 

Apache-
Sitgreaves 

TMP Oct. 2, 2017: NOI published for 
preparation of revised draft EIS. 
Nov. 29, 2017: Department 
commented and requested an 
opportunity for public/partners 
to comment on updated 
information/draft (last 
opportunity was 2010). 

Department waiting for response 
to request for public comment 
opportunity.   
 
FS is preparing revised draft EIS. 

Revised draft EIS expected summer 
2018. Final EIS expected winter 
2019. 

Coconino LRMP Final Draft released May 2016. 
Nov. 6, 2017: Dept. met with 
Forest Service leadership 
Feb. 7, 2018: Forest responded 
to the Department’s February 
2017 formal comment letter.   

Department preparing for release 
of Final LRMP. Majority of 
issues/concerns expected to be 
resolved in final draft. Exceptions 
may include: Recommended 
Wilderness and/or wild and scenic 
river areas, and semi-primitive, 
non-motorized area designations. 
Potential for long term impacts to 
wildlife management and public 
recreation/access. 

Final LRMP expected March 2018, 
followed by a 90 day appeal 
process. 

Coconino TMP Final 2011 (forest wide), 
MVUMs available; Department 
appealed plan on MBGR and 

Dispersed camping 300ft from 
specifically identified roads only, 
30ft from all other roads. MBGR 

TMP revision process ongoing. 
Department continues to work with 
the forest to identify and 
recommend needed changes. Ex. 
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USFS 
Forest Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
dispersed camping decisions, 
appeal denied. 

for elk only, 1 mile from roads 
except GMUs 5A & 5B. 

Region collected ~95% of CNF 
dispersed camping locations. This 
data was instrumental in latest 
TMP revisions.  

Coronado LRMP Draft released in 2013, 
Department submitted 
comments; Plan submitted to 
Washington, DC office. 
Feb. 2018: FS discussed Dept. 
comments 

Outstanding issues include state 
vs. federal authority over wildlife 
issues and Recommended 
Wilderness.  

FEIS NOA in Fed Register estimated 
Spring of 2018. 
 

Coronado MVUM EAs Changes to Motorized Travel 
System EA's are progressing 
district by district. Region 
addressing district-specific road 
closures and access issues. 300' 
corridor closure in some areas. 

Review and comment on Sierra 
Vista EA. 

Nogales: Completed, 3/17 
Safford: Completed, 11/17 
Douglas: Completed, 12/17 
Sierra Vista:  Final draft EA 
expected 6/2018  
Catalina: Final Draft EA expected 8-
2018 
 

Kaibab LRMP Finalized 2014   
Kaibab TMP S. 

Zone 
Revision released Jan 2016, 
MVUMs available. Department 
accepted final revision. 

Region is completing dispersed 
camping inventory to inform TMP. 
KNF released new MVUM's for the 
Williams, Tusayan, and North 
Kaibab ranger districts 2/17. 
Department engagement resulted 
in: motorized dispersed camping 
along 276 miles of roads (currently 
100 ft. from roads, with Forest 
looking to expand to 300 ft); 14 
camping spur roads added; and 24 
miles of roads re-opened.  MBGR 

MVUMs anticipated to be updated 
annually. Department continues to 
work with KNF on adaptive 
management for MVUM's and TMP 
revisions. 
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USFS 
Forest Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
limited to elk/bison 1 mile from 
open roads. 9 miles of open roads 
closed due to resource 
degradation.   

Kaibab TMP N. 
Zone 

Region has completed data 
collection of all dispersed 
camping locations. 

No TMP revision process has been 
initiated (timing uncertain). See 
above for N. Kaibab. Department 
looking to remedy insufficient 
designated dispersed camping 
opportunities in lower elevations. 

MVUMs anticipated to be updated 
annually.  

Prescott LRMP Final signed 2015.  Department 
Appeal Declined, Plan approved 
2016. 

Recommended wilderness areas. 
Potential for long term impacts to 
wildlife management and public 
recreation/access based on land 
use/management changes. 

 

Prescott TMP No new TMP, amending 2005 
plan for travel management. 

  

Tonto LRMP The Department participates as 
a Cooperating Agency in plan 
revision process.  
November 2017: The Forest 
released Preliminary Proposed 
Draft Plan.  
January 12, 2018: Department 
submitted formal comments. 
February 12, 2018: Department 
commented on draft wilderness 
evaluation map.  

 Comments on the Preliminary 
Proposed Draft Plan are currently 
being reviewed through March 
2018. The draft plan/EIS 
anticipated late summer 2018. 

Tonto TMP Draft Decision and Final EIS was 
not complete. A supplemental 
to the EIS is being developed. 

Currently undergoing development 
of a supplement to the EIS, due to 
the need for further analysis. 

Timeline unknown. 
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Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Status of BLM Resource Management Plans (RMP) and Travel Management Plans (TMP) in Arizona – February 2018 

BLM 
Field 
Office/District 

Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 
Implementation 

AZ Strip 
(including 
Grand Canyon-
Parashant and 
Vermillion Cliffs 
NMs) 

RMP Record of Decision Feb 2008 N/A  

Colorado City TMP We have faced very few issues 
with respect to maintaining 
appropriate motorized access. 
Where they have occurred, 
BLM has afforded opportunities 
to negotiate and successfully 
resolve. 

 
 
 
 

 

Record of Decision expected 2018. 

Littlefield TMP “   “  Record of Decision expected 2018. 
St. George 
Basin 

TMP “   “  Record of Decision expected 2018. 

Remainder of 
AZ Strip Field 
Office 

TMP EA initiated 2014, Department 
staff are fully engaged in the 
process. 

 Record of Decision expected 2018. 

Hassayampa RMP ROD for Bradshaw-Harquahala 
RMP and Agua Fria National 
Monument signed February 
2009. 

  

Black Canyon 
Corridor 

TMP Planning reinitiated EA planning 
May 2017, Department 
engaged as Cooperating 
Agency. 

There are 4 alternatives to the 
No Action; a range of scenarios 
from maximum conservation to 
maximum access; a hybrid of 

Public release of the draft EA is 
estimated for March/April 2018.  The 
Target date for a decision is 
September 2018. 
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BLM 
Field 
Office/District 

Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 
Implementation 

August 2017:  Route 
evaluations for ~524 miles of 
existing routes completed. 
Draft TMP/EA and Alternatives 
maps to cooperating agencies 
for a 30-day administrative 
review due March 1st.   

access for motorized and non-
motorized with designations 
that separate users; unique to 
this TMP are technical vehicle 
sites (TVSs) which are existing 
user created routes for rock 
crawling within drainages that 
offer large rocks and other off-
camber obstacles for specialized 
vehicles.   The Department is 
currently developing input on 
individual route designations 
and comments on the Draft EA.  
The Department's goal is to 
ensure the Proposed Action is 
well balanced and meets our 
administrative and constituent 
needs. 

Box Canyon TMP Decision on Wickenburg Travel 
Management Plan issued. Town 
of Wickenburg appealed 
decision Box Canyon area.  BLM 
agreed to re-evaluate the Box 
Canyon area (judge remanded 
only that portion of the 
decision) and is working with 
Wickenburg to re-evaluate with 
a more focused approach. 

Looking to develop an MOU 
with Wickenburg to formalize 
partnership, and give 
Wickenburg status for future 
planning. 

Unknown 

Kingman RMP ROD Signed 1993; route 
evaluations currently being 

BLM KFO looking at updating 
RMP.  Asked Region 3 for 
review and update of issues for 
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BLM 
Field 
Office/District 

Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 
Implementation 

conducted. Plan Life:  20 years, 
with amendments as needed. 

the new plan. Provided 
December 2016. 

Kingman TMP August 2017:  BLM initiated 
planning efforts for TMP for the 
entirety of the Kingman Field 
Office: Bagdad, Black, Cerbat, 
Hualapai and the Music Mts., as 
well as the Crozier, Poachie, 
Goodwin Mesa and White Hills 
travel mgmt. areas. 

Initial Route Evaluations were 
completed in 2014/2015/2016 
and sent to the BLM District 
Office for final review. 
Department was involved 
throughout process. 

Department invited to become a 
Cooperating Agency on KFO TMP 
August 21, 2017. We accepted and will 
participate in the EA review when the 
process begins 2018. 

Bullhead TMP FONSI/ROD signed March, 2009 In effect until rescinded or 
amended by management 
action. 

 

Lake Havasu RMP RMP ROD signed July 2007.   
Lake Havasu TMP FONSI signed for Bullhead Unit 

March 2009, Havasu Unit 
September 2013.  Route 
Evaluations begun for Bouse 
Unit. 

Completed new route 
inventories for Bouse and 
Cactus Plain TMA.   Begin route 
evaluations for Alamo and 
Salome TMA 

FY 19 

Lower Sonoran RMP RMP for Lower Sonoran Field 
Office and Sonoran Desert 
National Monument ROD 
signed September 2012. 

  

Lower Sonoran RMP SDNM TMP completed in RMP.   Uncertain  
Buckeye Hills TMP Scoping for the TMP and 

associated EA May 2017. The 
Department submitted scoping 
input June 22, 2017; accepted 
Cooperating Agency status May 
2017.  

There are 4 alternatives to the 
No Action; a range of scenarios 
from maximum conservation to 
maximum access; a hybrid of 
access for motorized and non-
motorized with designations 

Public release of the draft EA is 
estimated for March/April 2018.  The 
Target date for a decision is 
September 2018. 
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BLM 
Field 
Office/District 

Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 
Implementation 

Oct 2017: Route evaluations for 
~524 miles of existing routes 
completed.  
Draft TMP and EA and 
Alternatives maps to 
cooperating agencies for a 30-
day administrative review due 
March 1st.   

that separate users; The 
Department is currently 
developing input on individual 
route designations and 
comments on the Draft EA.  The 
Department's goal is to ensure 
the Proposed Action is well 
balanced and meets our 
administrative and constituent 
needs. 

SDNM Recreational 
Shooting 

Final EIS and Proposed 
Amendment October 20, 2017 

Washington DC Review and 
Governor’s Consistency Review 

Record of Decision expected early 
2018. 

SDNM Juan 
Bautista De 
Anza Area 

Recreation 
Plan 

Reviewing Draft Plan.  Provided 
Comments 

Plan Implemented.   FONSI signed, implementation not 
begun awaiting funding 

Safford – Gila-
San Simon 

TMP Department provided scoping 
comments November 3, 2017 

Department to participate in 
route-by-route analysis 
meetings in Dec 2017, and Feb 
and Mar 2018 

TBD following route-by-route analysis 

Tucson – 
Ironwood 
Forest NM 

RMP Ironwood Forest NM RMP 
completed;  

  

Tucson – 
Ironwood 
Forest NM 

TMP Ironwood Forest NM TMP 
finalized 7/2014 

  

Tucson – San 
Pedro Riparian 
NCA 

RMP Administrative Draft RMP/EIS 
received by Department 
1/20/18. Comments submitted 
2/7/18. 

Draft RMP/EIS available to 
public July 2018 

Approved RMP and ROD predicted for 
public release June 2020. 
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BLM 
Field 
Office/District 

Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 
Implementation 

Tucson – San 
Pedro Riparian 
NCA 

TMP scoping comments sent for 
SPRNCA 9/2013 

TMP on hold until RMP 
completed and ROD issued 

SPRNCA Draft TMP/unknown 

Tucson – Las 
Cienegas NCA 

RMP Las Cienegas TMP/RMP 
completed 

  

Yuma RMP RMP ROD signed January 2010.   
Yuma - La Posa TMP La Posa Plan Final EA and FONSI 

signed. 
Begin implementation  

Yuma - Imperial 
Hills 

TMP Reviewed public comments on 
route evaluation alternatives 
for Imperial Hills.  Began route 
evaluation for Laguna 
Mountains 

  

Yuma Ten West 
Transmission 
Line 

 Administrative Draft reviewed 
by cooperating agencies 

Incorporate agency comments, 
release public draft 

Uncertain behind schedule 

 

 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

Status of USFWS planning in Arizona – February 2018 

USFWS 
Office/Refuge Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
Havasu 
National 
Wildlife Refuge 

Compatibility 
determination 
for 

USFWS announced on April 12, 
2016 that a draft recreational 
boating Compatibility 
Determination for Havasu 

May 2016: AZGFD commented 
on Draft Compatibility 
Determination for Havasu 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

June 2016: USFWS determines 
additional deliberation is required. 
USFWS concluded formal public 
comment period for draft Havasu 
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USFWS 
Office/Refuge Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
Recreational 
Boating 

National Wildlife Refuge was 
available for public review and 
comment. The Service was 
reassessing all boating 
recreation activities taking 
place at the Refuge. The 
Refuge began reevaluating 
boating usage on a 17-mile 
restricted boating area by ½ 
mile of No-Waterskiing. 
Implemented May 2015. 

National Wildlife Refuge Recreational 
Boating Compatibility Determination 
(CD) on June 13, 2016.  After 
receiving and reviewing a substantial 
number of comments seeking 
reconsideration of the draft CD, the 
Service decided more deliberation is 
required before a final CD is 
developed. New CD released, 
Department supported new CD.  
Process completed. 

Lower 
Colorado River 
Refuge 
Complex  

Renewal of 
Compatibility 
Determinations 
for current 
recreational 
activities 

Compatibility Determinations 
(CD) must be reviewed and 
renewed every ten years.  
Refuge complex released 
proposed actions 

Proposal is to renew existing 
recreational activities.  
Proposing to discuss any 
additional activities in the near 
future. 

Uncertain 

Cabeza Prieta 
NWR 

Renewal of CDs 
for current 
recreational 
activities 

Compatibility Determinations 
must be reviewed/renewed 
every ten years.  Refuge 
complex released proposed 
actions 

Proposal is to renew existing 
recreational activities.  
Proposing to discuss any 
additional activities in the near 
future. 

Uncertain 

National Park Service (NPS) 

Status of NPS planning in Arizona – February 2018 
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NPS 
Office/Park Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
Grand 
Canyon-
Parashant 
National 
Park 

Initial 
Bison Herd 
Reduction 
EA 

2013: The Department began 
as a Cooperating agency and 
has partsince 2013. March 
2017: Department submitted 
comments as a cooperator on 
Draft EA. May 2017: 
Department participated in 
public workshops. Department 
commented June 2017 which 
focused on unresolved issues. 

In January 2018, the Dept. 
formally withdrew as a 
cooperator in this effort due to 
fundamental conflicts between 
AZGFD and NPS on how herd 
reduction activities will occur. 

FONSI was finalized and signed in September 2   
Current schedule has a bulk of the implementa  
activities starting in fall 2017/spring 2018.   

 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) 

Status of major transportation planning in Arizona – February 2018 

FHWA-ADOT 
Project Plan Status Issues and Next Steps Projected Completion and 

Implementation 
I-11 Tier 1 Draft 

EIS 
ADOT preparing Tier I DEIS for I-
11 (Wickenburg to Nogales). 
Department is Cooperating 
Agency and provides feedback 
on alternatives, and in depth 
analyses of resource concerns 
and mitigation opportunities as 
the Tier I DEIS process 
progresses.   

An Administrative Draft EIS is 
expected to be available for 
Cooperating Agency review in 
May 2018.   

Draft Tier 1 EIS expected fall 2018. 
Final Tier 1 EIS expected late 2019. 
FHWA will be choosing a single 2000-ft 
corridor from Wickenburg to Nogales.  
As funding becomes available, 
individual municipalities will evaluate 
sections under Tier 2 NEPA analyses to 
identify the final 400-foot wide 
corridor to be constructed. 
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