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U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
 

Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest (A-S) 
 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency, providing information 
and expertise through meetings, field visits, and formal comments.  In October 2017, the 
A-S published a notice of intent (NOI) to revise the Environmental Impact Statement and 
intends to use comments received in 2010 for this initial NEPA phase.  The Department 
has requested the A-S provide an opportunity for the public to comment on significant 
changes incorporated within the revised EIS.  The EIS is expected late 2019. 

 
Coconino National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP) 

• The Coconino National Forest is in the late stages of completing the Final LRMP.  The 
Department submitted comments and met with Forest Service leadership on November 6, 
2017.  Based on this meeting, the Department anticipates outstanding issues will be carried 
forward in the final plan including the omission of recommended metrics for analysis.  The 
Final Decision on the LRMP is anticipated February 2018.    

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Coconino National Forest is continuing to review public comments on Travel 
Management at the District level.  The Department continues to assist in the review of 
campsite data collected. 

 
Coronado National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP)  

• The LRMP is in the final editing phase with release of the signed decision expected soon. 
The Department has received draft responses to our comments made on the 2014 draft 
ahead of the public release and is reviewing those. 

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Department objected to several components of the Douglas Ranger District final 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for Proposed Changes to the Motorized Travel System. 
On November 27, the Forest responded with a determination to move forward without 
substantial changes, ending the administrative process.  

• On February 5th, the Department met with the Sierra Vista Ranger District to clarify and 
discuss our comments on the preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA) for Proposed 
Changes to the Motorized Travel System. This EA will modify the Motor Vehicle Use Map 
already in use by the district per the Travel Management Rule (TMR).  
 

Kaibab National Forest 
 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Kaibab National Forest (KNF) is continuing to review public comments on Travel 
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Management at the District level.  The Department continues to work with the KNF to 
update Motor Vehicle Use Maps.  
 

     Prescott National Forest 
 
Yavapai Ranch Reciprocal Easements Project (EA) 

• The Prescott National Forest proposed to exchange reciprocal easements with Yavapai 
Ranch on specific roads totaling approximately 34.5 miles with the “checkerboard” portion 
of the Chino Valley Ranger District in April 2017.  This proposed reciprocal easement 
would authorize rights-of-way to improve public access to the forest through sections of 
the Yavapai Ranch.  A decision on the EA was expected in early 2018, but the planning 
status has been placed on hold; unknown when a decision or implementation will occur.     

 
Pine Creek Mine-River Bend Placer Project (EA)  

• This project includes gold mining operations on approximately 48 acres, with an additional 
4 acres for processing facilities, settling ponds and roads.  The Department provided 
comments in August evaluating potential impacts to wildlife and habitat next to the 
Hassayampa River riparian corridor.  The Bradshaw Ranger District is expected to make a 
final decision on the facilities expanded operations in December 2018. 

 
Hassayampa Landscape Restoration Project (EA)  

• The Bradshaw Ranger District proposed to reduce hazardous and excess fuels, and restore 
fire to its natural role on approximately 246,000 acres of the Prescott National Forest.  The 
project area includes National Forest System lands south, southeast and southwest of the 
City of Prescott.  A decision is expected in May 2018. 

 
Verde Trails and Access Plan (EA) 

• The Verde Ranger District proposed to improve the Forest Trail System on the Prescott 
National Forest to include 118 miles of non-motorized trail routes, including construction 
of new dispersed staging areas, dispersed recreation areas, and the adoption of several 
social trails.  A recreation management decision is expected in August 2018, with 
implementation to begin in October 2018. 

 
Tonto National Forest 

 
Land and Resource Management Planning (LRMP) 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the plan revision and continues to meet with 
the Tonto National Forest (TNF) Planning and ID Team.  The Department is providing 
preliminary information, participating in field visits, and engaging constituents.  

• The Preliminary Proposed Plan was released November 6, 2017. The Department 
participated in an all-day public workshop on November 21, 2017 and submitted formal 
comments in January, 2018.  The LRMP/DEIS is anticipated summer of 2018. 

• In efforts to recommend areas on the TNF for Congressional designation as wilderness 
areas, a draft wilderness evaluation map was released for public input in late January. The 
Department will be submitting formal comments by February 12, 2018. 

 
 Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• A project team has been assembled to identify a timeline for the Supplemental EIS (SEIS) 
and draft record of decision for travel management on the TNF.  Until the SEIS and a Final 
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Record of Decision is made, the existing system of roads and travel areas on the Payson 
and Pleasant Valley Ranger Districts will remain in effect. 

 
Pinto Valley Mine 

• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency for the Pinto Valley 
Mine EIS and any necessary amendments to the Tonto Forest Plan.  The Forest has posted 
the Final Draft Scoping and Issues Report on the public website.  The Forest is currently 
conducting baseline data reviews, and preparing the Draft Final Alternatives Evaluation 
Report.  The Forest Service requested Cooperating Agency review/analysis of state trust 
species impacts. 
 

Resolution Copper Project and Land Exchange EIS 
• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency for the Resolution 

Copper Project and Land Exchange EIS.  The Department provided Cooperating Agency 
feedback on proposed draft alternatives, resulting in a revised set of alternatives.  The TNF 
has posted the draft Alternatives Evaluation Report on its website.  The Department is 
working with the FS ID Team on the Biological Workgroup beginning in December. 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT  
 

Havasu Field Office 
 

Travel Management Planning (TMP) 
• Havasu Field Office has scheduled route evaluations for the Alamo and Salome Travel 

Management Areas.  The plan is for all route evaluations to be completed this federal fiscal 
year and the plans to be completed by the end of FY 19. 

 
Kingman Field Office 

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Kingman Field Office (KFO) has initiated planning efforts for a travel management 
plan for the entire KFO administrative area: Bagdad, Black, Cerbat, Hualapai and Music 
Mountains, along with the Crozier, Goodwin Mesa, Poachie and White Hills travel 
management areas.  The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the TMP and EA and 
will provide information on route evaluations, attend workshops on the travel management 
process and assist in developing alternatives to be analyzed through the NEPA process. 
Route evaluations are scheduled to begin in 2018. 

 
Lower Sonoran Field Office 

 
Travel Management Planning (TMP) 

• The Department continues to participate as a Cooperating Agency on the Buckeye Hills 
TMP and Environmental Assessment (EA).  The Department is participating on the BLM 
interdisciplinary team to conduct route evaluations and develop TMP alternatives to be 
analyzed through the NEPA process.  Route evaluations were completed October 2017.  
BLM will review the results of the evaluation process and finalize the proposed action and 
range of alternatives for analysis in the EA.  Timelines are pending for next steps with 
Cooperating Agencies.  The Field Office plans to complete all Travel Management Plans 
by the end of federal FY 19. 
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Sonoran Desert National Monument Recreational Shooting 

• On October 20, 2017, BLM issued the Final EIS and proposed RMP amendment.  BLM’s 
Washington office is completing the protest resolution.  The final step will be signing the 
ROD and submitting the documents to the court.  The Department has been actively engaged 
on this issue for over a decade and anticipates an informed and reasonable Record of 
Decision.  

 
Hassayampa Field Office 

 
Travel Management Planning 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the Black Canyon Corridor Travel 
Management Plan.  The Department participated on the interdisciplinary team to conduct 
route evaluations (completed in September) and develop a range of alternatives to be 
analyzed through the NEPA process.  BLM is currently conducting internal review of the 
results of the evaluation process and developing the final proposed alternatives.  BLM will 
meet with Cooperating Agencies to review the final proposed action, alternatives and 
components of the draft EA prior to public release.  Public release of the draft EA is 
anticipated Spring 2018.  The target date for a final plan decision is September 2018.   The 
Field Office plans to complete all Travel Management Plans by the end of federal FY 19. 
 

Yuma Field Office 
 

Ten West Transmission Line 
• As a Cooperating Agency, the Department provided comments on the Ten West 

Transmission Line Right of Way administrative Draft EIS.  BLM is reviewing comments 
and preparing a public draft.   

 
Tucson Field Office 

 
San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area 

• The Department is a Cooperating Agency on the San Pedro Riparian National Conservation 
Area (SPRNCA) RMP/EIS process. The Department is reviewing the Administrative Draft 
with comments due February 8, 2018. 

• Travel Management Planning for the SPRNCA will be conducted following issuance of 
the Record of Decision for the RMP/EIS. 

 
Safford Field Office 

 
Travel Management Planning 

• Travel Management planning is underway for the Gila-San Simon blocks. The Department 
participated in route-by-route analysis in December. The January meetings were 
rescheduled due to the federal government shutdown. Meetings continue in February and 
March. The Department’s comments focus on maintaining current levels of motorized 
recreation, access, dispersed camping, motorized big game retrieval (MBGR), and 
consistency and enforceability in signage and travel management maps. 

• Dos Cabezas and Aravaipa Travel Management Plans are scheduled for completion in 
2018.  
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FEDERAL HIGHWAYS ADMINISTRATION 
 
I-11 Wickenburg to Nogales 

• ADOT is preparing the Tier I Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Interstate-
11 (Wickenburg to Nogales segments).  As a Cooperating Agency, the Department has 
reviewed and commented on the Alternative Selection Criteria, Tier 1 EIS Outline and 
Methodology, and the Alternative Selection Report, available to the public at 
http://i11study.com/arizona/.  The Department has provided extensive information on 
wildlife, habitat and wildlife resources within the I-11 Study Area. A Draft EIS is expected 
to be available for public review in fall of 2018. 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
 
Bison Herd Reduction 

• The Department continues to serve on the Interdisciplinary (ID) Team and as a Cooperating 
Agency for the Grand Canyon National Park’s Initial Bison Herd Reduction Environmental 
Assessment (EA).  The Final EA and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) were 
finalized and signed in September 2017.  The Department will continue to engage as a 
cooperator through implementation of the project. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
 
Barry M. Goldwater Range 

• Luke Air Force Base and Marine Corps Air Station jointly manage and use the Barry M. 
Goldwater Range (BMGR).  The BMGR Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan 
(INRMP) five-year review process has begun.  The Department has reviewed and provided 
initial feedback on the administrative draft.  Public Meetings will be held in Ajo and Yuma 
in March. 

 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION  
 
Lower Colorado River Multi-species Conservation Plan (LCR MSCP) 

• The LCR MSCP is a fifty year joint federal and state conservation plan for Endangered 
Species Act compliance for activities on the lower Colorado River.  Part of the program is 
to construct and operate refugia ponds for razorback suckers and bonytail chub on the 
Planet Ranch Wildlife Area.  LCR MSCP has submitted an administrative draft EA for 
construction of the ponds to the Department for review.  Department staff participated in a 
public meeting to discuss the development plans. 

 
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE- NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES 
 
Lower Colorado River Refuge Complex (Kofa, Imperial and Cibola) 

• Every 10 years Refuges must review/renew Recreational Compatibility Determinations 
(CD) to determine if a recreational activity is compatible with a Refuge’s purpose.  The 
Complex is reviewing the CD for all currently allowed recreational activities, and proposes 
to renew all CD’s.  Refuges will consider new activities in the near future. 

  

http://i11study.com/arizona/
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SPECIAL NOTE – BISON MANAGEMENT  
• The Department has partnered with Wind Cave National Park to establish a conservation, 

satellite bison herd as part of a nationwide effort.  50 bison from Wind Cave arrived at 
Raymond Wildlife Area in late October 2017.   

• The Department has partnered with American Prairie Reserve to establish a satellite bison 
herd at House Rock in an effort to establish site fidelity at the Wildlife Area.  Bison arrived 
at House Rock Wildlife Area in December. 

 
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (CORPS) 
 
Alamo Dam 

• The Corps is proposing safety inspection/maintenance on Alamo Dam beginning in March, 
2018. This will entail lowering the lake level to below 1100 feet and flushing sediments. 
Flushing flows will be less than 5,000 cfs for no more than 20 days. The project proposal 
and timing has prompted feedback from various stakeholders, including the Department. 
Department comments include impacts to sensitive wildlife, recreation, and fisheries 
management. The Department will continue to track and provide input to the Corps. 


