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       MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Appointment Recommendation Board              
5000 West Carefree Highway                                   

Phoenix, AZ 85086 
 

PRESENT: (Board Members)   Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

W.J. “Jim” Lane, Chair 
Susan E. Chilton 

Charles Ireland Kelly     (Directors Staff) 
Phillip D. Townsend 
       Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney General 

 
 

Chairman Lane called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  This meeting followed an agenda dated 
October 31, 2017. 
 

***** 
1. Welcome and Introductions from the Arizona Game and Fish Commission Appointment 

Recommendation Board   
The Board members introduced themselves; Charles Kelly from Phoenix, representing Mission 
to Increase, Sustain, and Conserve Wild Turkey, Deer, Elk, Pronghorn, Bighorn Sheep, Ducks, 

Quail, and Fish; Susan Chilton from Arivaca, representing Cattlemen or Ranchers; W.J. “Jim” 
Lane from Scottsdale, representing a Public Member; and Phil Townsend from Yuma, 

representing Sportsmen’s Organization confined to a specific area or region. 

The Chair welcomed audience members and staff present. 

***** 

2. Overview of the Role and Conduct of Boards and Commissions under Arizona Law 

Presenter: Linda Pollock, Assistant Attorney General 

Assistant Attorney General, Linda Pollock, briefed the Board.  The Board is subject to the Open 
Meeting law, the Public Records law, and the Conflict of Interest law.  All discussions, 

deliberations, and votes must be in the presence of the public in public session.  Whispering at 
the dais and passing notes is discouraged.  Protocol of executive sessions was reviewed. 

The Legislature redefined a ‘quorum’ of a board in 2011 to include communications through 
technological devices.  Following today’s meeting, Board members should not communicate with 

any of the candidates, although accepting calls from the public is permissible.  Any documents 
received by a Board member relating to any of the candidates should be forwarded to the Board’s 
Secretary for forwarding to all Board members.  In consideration of the requirements of the Public 

Records Law, any and all notes taken during the proceedings are considered part of the public 
record, and should be forwarded to the Board’s Secretary for record keeping.  Copies of a Board 

member’s notes would be provided to the Board member if requested.  
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The Conflict of Interest Laws were explained.  Each board member should state on the record 
whether the Board member knows or has a relationship with any candidate and then state whether 

that information or knowledge will affect their decision with respect to that candidate. 

***** 

3. Call to Public 

The Chair invited any public attendees who wanted to be heard to present their Blue Speaker 
Cards. 

Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director of the Sierra Club Grand Canyon Chapter, asked the Board to 
consider what the wolf Esperanza represents, and to seek candidates who would help Arizona 

Game and Fish Department continue to make decisions based on good science.     

The Chair thanked her for her remarks. 

The Chair asked if there were any others who would like to speak.  No one responded. 

***** 

4. Discussion and Deliberation of Board Process and Procedures, Including the Process for 

Evaluating Applicants 

The Chair asked Sue Chilton to outline the process for evaluating applications.  Ms. Chilton 

described how the Board receives the complete application packets, and that each board member 
studies and analyzes that information independently.  She also stated that the information 

provided to the board was available to the public. 

Ms. Chilton reviewed the procedures followed in prior meetings. The list of applicants would be 

read in alphabetical order by the Chairman. At the reading of each of the applicant names, the 
Board Members would have an option to remain silent or to state ‘further consideration’.  Those 
applicants with at least one ‘further consideration’ vote would be read through a second 

alphabetical reading. Again, members would state ‘further consideration’ or nothing. Those with 
at least two ‘yes’ votes will be invited to an interview.  

***** 

5. Disclosures and Recusals 

The Chairman asked for the Board to proceed with disclosures and recusals.  The Chair directed 
that, if the Board member does know the applicant, the Board member is required to state their 

knowledge of the applicant and disclose what, if any, relationship exists.  They would then state 
if that prior knowledge would or would not affect their decision and if a recusal was needed.  If a 

financial relationship exists, that relationship should be disclosed and would be a reason for 
recusal. 

 

Charles Kelly received an email regarding applicant James Goughnour, which he forwarded to 
the Board’s secretary.  Mr. Kelly has no knowledge of any of the candidates and no need of 
recusal. 
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Sue Chilton has met Leland Brake and knows of James Goughnour because of his previous 
interview and has no need of recusal. 

Chair Jim Lane has no knowledge of any of the candidates. 

Phillip Townsend know of James Goughnour from his previous interview and has no need of 
recusal. 

The Chair announced that no Board member has stated the need for recusal. 

***** 

6. Review and Selection of Applicants for Interview 

Presenter: The Chair confirmed that all Board members had a list of the applicants.  After the 
first read-through of the applicant list, the applicants who received a vote of ‘further 

consideration’ and Board members who voted for ‘further consideration’ of that applicant were 
as follows: 

Brake, Leland S.  (Phil Townsend) 

Bulsterbaum, John S. 

Clark, Kelly C.  (Sue Chilton) 

Cooper, Bobby E.  (Charles Kelly) 

Goughnour, James E.  (Phil Townsend) 

Melvin, Daryl  (Charles Kelly) 

Morgan, Susan M. 

Suttle, Tammy L. 

Thomas Bob W.  (Phil Townsend) 

 

The Chair read through and verified the verbal votes.  The secretary confirmed the information.   

After the second read-through of the applicant list, the applicants who received a vote of ‘further 
consideration’ and Board members who voted for ‘further consideration’ of that applicant were 

as follows: 

Brake, Leland S.  (Sue Chilton) (Phil Townsend) (Jim Lane) 

Clark, Kelly C.  (Charles Kelly) (Phil Townsend) 

Cooper, Bobby E.  (Charles Kelly) (Jim Lane) 

Goughnour, James E.  (Phil Townsend) (Jim Lane) 

Melvin, Daryl  (Charles Kelly) 
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Thomas, Bob W.  (Phil Townsend) 

 

MOTION: Sue Chilton moved and Phil Townsend seconded to INVITE THE FOUR 
CANDIDATES WITH TWO OR MORE VOTES TO BE INTERVIEWED. 

VOTE: Unanimous 

The Chair announced that the candidates to be invited to interview would be Leland S. Brake, 
Kelly C. Clark, Bobby E. Cooper, and James E. Goughnour. 

***** 

7. Future Meeting Schedule and Location 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at 9:00 a.m., with interviews 
to begin at 9:15 a.m.  The meeting will be held at the Arizona Game and Fish Department, Quail 

Room, 5000 West Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086-5000.  

***** 

8. Future Agenda Items 

The Board will be interviewing selected applicants for recommendation to the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission. 

MOTION: Phil Townsend moved and Sue Chilton seconded to ADJOURN THE MEETING. 

VOTE: Unanimous  

***** 

     The meeting adjourned at 9:24 a.m. 

     ***** 

 

**These minutes were telephonically approved on December 11, 2017** 

          

 


