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Hosting Agency Conference Committee 

Host: Paul Cyr, Statewide Access Program Coordinator, Alaska Department of 
Fish & Game

Co-Host: Valerie Thompson, Assistant Statewide Access Program 
Coordinator, Alaska Department of Fish & Game

The 2017 National Boating Access Conference was partially funded through a 
Sport Fish Restoration grant provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 
education, outreach and training on Boating Access Grant, Boating Infrastructure 
Grant and Clean Vessel Act program development, planning and site inspection 
visits highlighting the federal boating program. 
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WHO is SOBA?

Established in 1986, SOBA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization, consisting of boating offi cials that represent 
member states and U.S. Territories, SOBA is the only national organization dedicated exclusively to improving 
access to waterways by promoting the acquisition, development and maintenance of public recreational boating 
facilities.

SOBA functions as a professional association for agency staff that work in boating access programs in their 
respective states and territories.  Staff from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is also actively involved with SOBA 
as are a wide range of affi liate boating organizations, engineering fi rms, consultants, manufacturers and 
suppliers interested in public boating access. 

SOBA is the collective voice of public boating access in the United States.

What is SOBA’s Mission?

“To encourage, promote and support federal and state programs that provide safe, high-quality and 
environmentally sound public recreational boat access to the waterways of the United States and its territories.”

What are the benefi ts of being an active member of SOBA?

SOBA provides a variety of services to its members.  While there are several categories of membership, the 
primary avenue for membership is through a state agency. State membership extends full benefi ts to two 
professional staff.  Additional staff can become affi liated professional members at a nominal annual cost.  
Members of SOBA receive a variety of benefi ts, including:

· Access to SOBA technical publications and research.  SOBA is the premier source for reference materials 
related to boating access, including:

* Pump-out Boat Selection and Operation Guidelines

* Design Handbook For Recreational Boating & Fishing Facilities

* Construction Techniques for Recreational Boating Access Facilities (DVD)

* Operations & Maintenance Program Guidelines for Recreational Boating Facilities

· SOBA on-line support including a listserve and downloadable publications;

· Advocacy on behalf of states for common issues relating to federal boating and boating access programs;

· Annual awards recognizing staff accomplishments and exemplary boating facility projects;

· Annual conferences held in diverse locales offering technical training, topical educational sessions, trade 
show, on-site visits to public recreational boating facilities, and interaction with the leading experts in the 
fi eld of boating access.
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What is the National Boating Access Conference?

The National Boating Access Conference is an annual event sponsored by the States Organization for Boating 
Access (SOBA) and hosted by a member State.  The conference combines educational programs, technical 
training, professional interaction, boating access site visits, and exposure to new products and services – all 
uniquely focused on recreational boating and boating access.  

Over the years, this conference has enabled the creation of a nationwide network of state and federal boating 
professionals, leaders in the boating industry, and affi liated nonprofi t organizations. The Conference offers a 
forum for exchanging views, ideas, concepts and experiences related to all aspects of recreational boating 
access and facilities. 
 

How You Can Get Involved in SOBA?

Serve on the SOBA Board.  The SOBA Board is a governing body composed of volunteers elected from 
member states.  In addition to offi cers, the Board also has member-at-large positions, allowing interested 
members to serve in various capacities.  Travel costs of Board members to quarterly meetings are paid by the 
organization.

The Board is always interested in recruiting new members to serve the organization.

Serve on a Task Force or Committee.  The products developed by SOBA are the result of collaborations 
between its members.  Technical documents are typically produced through a Task Force involving 
individual SOBA members from multiple states.  SOBA members can sign up to serve on a SOBA Task 
Force or Committee to work on a specifi c project or product.  Examples of existing SOBA efforts include the 
development of a Guide to Best Management Practices for Vessel Waste Containment Systems and the 
National Assessment of Boating Access.

A project currently in the works includes the development of design guidelines for boating access for non-
motorized or paddle craft.

Host an annual SOBA Conference.  The SOBA Board provides general leadership for the organization but 
host states are always needed to help organize and staff the annual conference.  SOBA members benefi t 
enormously from being able to travel to diverse locations to see the different approaches states are using to 
provide public boating access.  Each state has a unique story that can offer valuable insight to conference 
delegates.  

The Board encourages states to volunteer to act as a local host.  This involves local staff commitment from the 
host state, especially in the development of the educational program, identifi cation of local or regional experts 
as presenters, and selection of host facilities and locations for on-site visits.  Fortunately, most of the fi nancial, 
contractual and logistical arrangements are handled by the SOBA Executive Director, relieving the host state 
from having to deal with these aspects of the conference.  The Board also provides regular input and feedback 
and many Board members have experience hosting a SOBA conference in their state.

 Upcoming SOBA Conferences: 2018, Duluth, Minnesota
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August 28, 2017

Dear SOBA Members, Conference Sponsors, Exhibitors, Speakers, Alumni, and Guests: 

On behalf of the SOBA Executive Board of Directors, it is my honor to welcome you to SOBA’s 31st 

annual National Boating Access Conference in Anchorage, Alaska.  SOBA is proud and honored to 
host this event with our many members, supporters, and strategic partners.  What better place to 
celebrate boating access than in the great expanse of Alaska, where access to the ocean, rivers and 
streams is a way of life and built into the very fabric of the state. 

This year’s theme: “Pure & Wild Boating Access” brings together SOBA’s goal of insuring the best 
possible public boating access facilities, and the natural beauty and rich resources of Alaska.  The 
pursuit of great boating access requires our membership to have diverse skills and capabilities, as 
well as the ability to conduct extensive coordination with other entities.  I think you will fi nd this year’s 
agenda exemplifi es the type of training and information required by our members, beginning with our 
Federal Programs Workshop and ending with fi eld reviews of some outstanding boating access sites.  
In between, we have a full agenda of current topics and training opportunities, along with a review of 
the activities SOBA has accomplished over the past year.   This conference is a unique opportunity 
to gain invaluable insight, experience and knowledge from boating access experts, regardless of 
whether you are a returning conference participant or a fi rst-time attendee.  I am confi dent you will 
have many opportunities to coordinate with friends and colleagues, old and new, as there is no better 
pool of knowledge on boating facilities than you will fi nd here this week.

Please join me in thanking our host state of Alaska, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, and 
in particular our state hosts, Paul Cyr and Valerie Thompson, for welcoming SOBA members to 
this beautiful location.  I also would like to specifi cally recognize the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association, CMI GatorDock, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Sport Fish Restoration Program 
for their generous fi nancial assistance and support for this year’s conference.

In closing, please let us not forget the generosity of all of our sponsors and exhibitors, whose support 
SOBA simply could not do without.  Be sure to visit with our exhibitors to learn about the latest 
products and services they have to offer our industry, and don’t forget to say Thank You while you are 
there.

I hope you enjoy your time in Anchorage, and here’s to another successful National Boating Access 
Conference!

Ron Christofferson
SOBA PRESIDENT
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Registration Desk

Located at the (east) end of the hall just outside the 
Aleutian room on the second fl oor, you can pick up your 
name badge and registration packet. Your name badge is 
your key to participate in meals and activities. This is also 
the place to ask questions if you’re lost. The registration 
desk will be open on Sunday from 4:00pm – 5:00pm, and 
Monday through Wednesday from 7:30am – 5:00pm. 

Sessions

We have put together a wide range of topics to suit the 
needs and interest of all our SOBA members. Choose from 
over twenty topics over the next three days with speaker 
and discussion tracks that promise to be engaging and 
interesting. Outstanding speakers from across the nation 
will speak on their experiences and insights. The Federal 
Assistance Workshop and all General Sessions will be held 
in the Aleutian/Alaska rooms. The breakout sessions will 
be held in the Aleutian or Alaska Rooms. Signs outside the 
rooms will list the daily sessions and presentations. 

Exhibitors

Check out our Exhibit Hall directly across from the 
Session rooms. Do you want to learn about new products 
and services related to our fi eld? Looking to network with 
new contacts and look for advice? Our exhibitors will have 
the latest and greatest. You will have ample opportunities 
to have one on one conservations with the “people in the 
know”. 

Exhibitors will set up on Monday, August 28th. They will then 
be available on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Meals & Refreshments

Breakfast is provided each day of the conference. Lunch 
is on your own during the FWS Workshop on Monday, 
August 28th. Lunch is included on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Join us on Monday night from 6:00pm – 8:00pm for a 
welcome reception at the William Jack Hernandez Sport 
Fish Hatchery, a short drive from the hotel (transportation 
provided). Tuesday dinner is on your own and we 
encourage you to walk around Anchorage and check out 
the ample eating options. Wednesday evening we will have 
our traditional Awards banquet in the Chart Room. 

Your banquet meal selection ticket and drink tickets are in 
your name badge holder. 

The Networking Suite is in the McKinley Suite on the 22nd 
fl oor of the hotel. It will be open from 9:00pm until midnight 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Transportation

There will be transportation to and from the William Jack 
Hernandez Sport Fish Hatchery on Monday night, and to 
and from the Major Marine Dock in Whittier on Thursday. 
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PROGRAM AGENDA

 

Monday, August 28th – Federal Workshop
TIME                                                          EVENT LOCATION

7:30 am - 5:00 pm Registration Promenade
11:00 am - 4:45 pm Exhibitor Setup Bristol Bay

7:30am-8:30am Breakfast
8:30 am – 9:30 am Federal Workshop General 

Session
Speakers

FEDERAL 
UPDATES

  TRACS Update

  WSFR Boating Program Update

 Brad Gunn & Lisa Van Alstyne Aleutian / 
Alaska

9:30 am  - 9:45 am Break
9:45 am –11:45 am Federal Workshop General 

Session
Speakers

FEDERAL 
UPDATES

CVA Rule Rewrite Update  Brad Gunn & Lisa Van Alstyne Aleutian / 
Alaska

11:45 am – 1:30 
pm

Lunch – on your own

1:30 pm – 2:15 pm Federal Workshop Training 
Session

Instructor

USFWS TRAINING Third Party Agreements
Programmatic Review

 Brad Gunn & Lisa Van Alstyne Aleutian / 
Alaska

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm Break- Snacks with Exhibitors
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm Federal Workshop Training 

Session
Instructor

USFWS TRAINING Risk Assessment/Interim 
Reports

 Brad Gunn & Lisa Van Alstyne Aleutian / 
Alaska

4:00 pm – 5:15 pm SOBA BD/WSFR HQ Meeting

5:30 pm Meet at Hotel Lobby for Transportation to Hatchery Hotel Lobby
5:45 pm Depart Hotel

6:00 pm -8:00pm Welcome Reception at the Anchorage, William Jack Hernandez Sport 
Fish Hatchery

WJH
Sport 
Fish 
Hatchery
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Tuesday, August 29th

TIME EVENT LOCATION
7:30 am - 5:00 pm Registration Promenade

7:30 am - 5:00 pm Exhibit Hall Bristol Bay

7:30 am-  8:30 am Breakfast with Exhibitors Bristol Bay
8:30am – 9:30am Conference Opening Speakers
OPENING 
TOPICS

Welcome from SOBA President 
Visit Anchorage Guest Speaker 
ADF&G Welcome

Aleutian / 
Alaska

9:30am – 10:30am General Session Speakers
OPENING 
TOPICS

Reports by SOBA Affi liates:
 NMMA  & SFBPC
 RBFF
 ASA
 USFWS

Aleutian / 
Alaska

10:30 – 10:45 am Break
10:45 am –Noon General Session Affi liate Reports continued

SOBA Update
Platinum Sponsor Presentation

Noon – 1:00 pm Lunch with Exhibitors Denali
1:00 pm – 3:15 pm Concurrent Sessions Speakers

ENGINEERING Accessibility for All in Boating Facilities
Statter Harbor Boat Launch 
Connecticut ADA Accomplishments
The importance of underwater 
inspection

Recreational vs. Commercial Vessel 
Traffi c: Case Studies, Challenges, 
Solutions

Rory Calhoun, WA
Dick Somerville, PND Engineers
Mike Payton, CT
Dave McSweeney, McSweeney 
Engineers
Kirby Marshall, ATM

Aleutian

CLEAN WATERS Clean Harbors Programs
EPA- Vessel Sewage Discharge 

NC Clean Marina Program
CA Pumpout Report
City of Homer Clean Waters

Chandra McGee, AK
Kelsey Watts-Fitzgerald, EPA;  
Erin Murphy, EPA Fellow
Pat Durrett, NC
Victoria Gambale, James Mueller, 
CA
Bryan Hawkins, AK

Alaska

3:15 pm-3:30 pm Break –Snacks with Exhibitors Bristol Bay

3:30pm-5:00pm Concurrent Session Speakers

BOATING 
ACCESS

      PROGRAM

Ice & Erosion Renovations for Boat 
Ramps
Dock Only Project Overview
Kenai River Special Management Area

Mike Wichrowski, VT
Kurt Kuklinski, OK
Pam Russel, AK

Aleutian

         NATURAL                
RESOURCES  

 

Invasive Species Programs and 
Challenges
Catching the “Unicorn:” AIS 
Partners

  An Introduction to the R/V Sikuliaq

Tammy Davis, AK
Ed Rudberg, CD3
Doug Baird, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks 

Alaska
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Wednesday, August 30th

TIME EVENT LOCATION

7:30 am – 5:00 pm Registration Promenade
7:30 am – 3:30 pm Exhibit Hall Bristol Bay
7:30 am – 8:30 am Breakfast with Exhibitors Bristol Bay
8:30 am– 10:00 am Concurrent Sessions Speakers

CVA PROGRAM Going Green in CT
Clean Vessel App Release 
and Update 
Facility & Maintenance 
Staff Videos

Kate Brown, Mike Pascucilla, CT
Adrien Baudrimont, Georgia 
Tunioli, CA 

Jenny East, OR SeaGrant

Aleutian

NATURAL 
RESOURCES

Habitat Restoration
Changing Land and Sea 
Levels

ACOE Regulations & 
Jurisdiction

Tracy Smith, AK

Jeff Freymueller, University of 
Alaska Fairbanks
Amanda L. Heath, Army Corps of 
Engineers, Alaska Division 

Alaska

10:00 am –10:15 am Break –Snacks with Exhibitors
10:15 am-11:00 am Concurrent Sessions Speakers

ENGINEERING Adaptive Measures for 
Sea Level Rise
Dealing with tough soils

Dave McSweeney, McSweeney 
Engineers
Dave Cooley, CT

Aleutian

BIG PROGRAM BIG Refl ections: projects 
that were approved within 
the fi rst 5 years of BIG – how 
are they doing and lessons 
learned for today?

Preston Smith, VA Alaska

11:00 am – Noon SOBA Business Meeting Aleutian
Noon – 1:00 pm Awards Luncheon Chart Room

1:00 pm – 2:15 pm Award Recipients – Project Presentations Chart Room

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Vendor Updates: Product Innovations and Standards   Chart Room

3:30pm-3:45pm Break-Snacks with Exhibitors   Bristol Bay

3:45pm – 4:45 pm Breakout Sessions Speakers

BIG PROGRAM Federal Perspective 
and Scoring Panel

Panelists TBD Alaska

ENGINEERING Standardizing Boat Launch 
Construction
Boat Retrieval, Lower 
Kasilof River

John Hansen, WA

Rys Miranda, AK

Aleutian

4:45 pm-5:45 pm Breakout Session Speakers

BIG BMP Taskforce   Alaska

6:30pm-9:00 pm Banquet Dinner Chart Room
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Thursday, August 31st

TIME EVENT LOCATION

6:00 am – 7:00 am Breakfast - on your own
7:15 am Load motor coaches for Boating Facility Site Visits Hotel Lobby

9:45 am-10:45 am Whittier Boat Ramp & BIG project walkabout
11:00 am Meet at Major Marine Dock
11:30 am Depart for Prince William Sound aboard the Kenai Star Prince 

William 
Sound

12:00 Lunch on board the Kenai Star
11:30 am -3:30 pm Surprise Cove State Marine Park and Shotgun Cove Boating 

Access Sites.
3:30 pm-3:45 pm Load Transportation to return to Anchorage

5:45 pm Approximate arrival time to Hilton, Downtown Anchorage / 
conference adjourns

CONFERENCE MISCELLANEOUS

Dress Code:

 General Session / Breakouts: Business Casual Opening Reception: Casual

 Awards Luncheon: Business Casual

 Awards Banquet: Business

 Boating Access Site Visits: Casual - Dress for elements (bring clothing layers and raingear)    

Exhibit Area Open Hours:
Tuesday: 7am – 5pm
Wednesday: 7am – 5pm

Registration Hours: 
 Monday:  7:30am – 5pm
 Tuesday:  7:30am – 5pm
 Wednesday:  7:30am – 5pm

Lacy Nichols Silent Auction:
 Monday: 12pm – 3pm
 Tuesday: 8am – 5pm
 Wednesday: 8am – 3:30pm

Networking Suite Open Hours:
 Monday: 9 pm
 Tuesday: 9 pm
 Wednesday 9 pm
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2017 BOATING ACCESS CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM DETAILS

MONDAY, AUGUST 28

All day Federal Assistance Workshop featuring Sport Fish Restoration Programs: Boating Access, 
Boating Infrastructure, and Clean Vessel Act Programs, Rules, Policies and Compliance.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29

8:30am – 12:00pm General Session (Aleutian / Alaska)
Opening Ceremonies, Welcoming Remarks, and Affi liate Reports. 

1:00pm – 3:15 pm Concurrent Sessions
ENGINEERING SESSION (Aleutian)
Accessibility for All in Boating Facilities; Rory Calhoun; Washington Recreation and Conservation 
Offi ce
This session will focus on recently completed boating facilities and their accessible designs that make 
them useable by all boaters regardless of limitations.  Learn about how to design for best practices 
and also go beyond what is required by accessibility laws or regulations.
Statter Harbor Boat Launch and Parking; Dick Somerville, PND Engineers
The City and Bureau of Juneau (CBJ) entered into a cooperative agreement with the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game (Sport Fish) for the replacement of an existing boat launch facility at 
Statter Harbor in Auke Bay.  The original boat launch ramp was constructed in the mid 1980’s however 
the use of the facility was limited during low tides because the ramp did not extend to suffi cient water 
depth and upland parking capacity was inadequate to meet demand. The concrete ramp became 
highly deteriorated over the years and was replaced in 2016 with a new two-lane, all tide boat launch 
ramp including an ADA compliant boarding fl oat. Numerous concept plans were prepared in response 
to community and regulatory input before a preferred alternative was selected and endorsed by all 
environmental and funding agencies.   Site improvements included a new highway access, uplands 
parking expansion for 100 vehicles with trailers, 85 vehicle only stalls, make ready and tie down lanes 
and improved launch maneuver and traffi c fl ow patterns. The project was constructed in sensitive 
intertidal wetlands among eel grass beds and an anadromous fi sh stream, requiring a broad range 
of permitting and mitigation efforts.   Complicating the design, very soft marine clay soils were 
encountered on site requiring engineered soft ground modifi cations to support marine seawalls and 
extensive embankments nearly 30 feet high.
Connecticut ADA Accomplishments; Mike Payton, Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection
This session will show how to assess, design and renovate very popular, challenging, remote, 
and relative small boat launch areas to meet ADA requirements.  In addition, to show how these 
renovations can improve safety, operations and decrease maintenance, while at the same time 
improving the user experiences for all.
The Importance of Underwater Inspection; Dave McSweeney, McSweeney Engineers
This session will provide a brief discussion of the importance of underwater inspection of recreational 
boating infrastructure, typical modes of deterioration, and methods of inspection. Topics will include 
limits of underwater inspection, types of inspections, equipment utilized, types of defects typically 
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encountered, hydrographic surveys and acoustic imaging techniques. The talk will also include 
a discussion of proper procurement protocol for State agencies soliciting underwater inspection 
consultants.
Recreational boats vs. Commercial vessel traffi c: Case Studies, Challenges, Solutions; Kirby 
Marshall, Applied Technology & Management
With the improvement in the economy and the growing popularity of recreational boating there is 
evolving interaction between recreational boating and commercial vessel traffi c.  Parts of historic 
working waterfronts are being transformed in some areas to recreational/public access areas.  New 
marina facilities are being built in and around traditional commercial transit routes.  This presents 
challenges with regard to navigation and safety to ensure the continued access and growth 
of recreational boating as well as continued operating freedom for commercial interests.  This 
presentation highlights this topic in a case study format and focuses on aspects such as marina siting, 
perimeter protection, wake and current forces, and operational solutions.

CLEAN WATERS SESSION (Alaska)
Alaska Clean Waters Actions Program; Chandra McGee, Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation
Alaska has more water in the form of lakes, streams, rivers, coastline and wetlands than any other 
state in the union. In addition, three different state agencies are involved in assuring our waters are 
clean, healthy and available for various uses. The Alaska Clean Water Actions (ACWA) program 
brings the State resource agencies, the Departments of Environmental Conservation, Fish and Game, 
and Natural Resources, together to deal with our waters in a coordinated and cooperative method, 
assuring state resources are used on our highest priorities. Through the ACWA grant program, we 
have funded several projects to reduce pollution in harbors. We will discuss the successes and 
challenges to implementing pollution reduction programs in Alaska.
EPA Regulation for Sewage Discharge; Kelsey Watt-Fitzgerald, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency; Erin Murphy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Section 312 of the Clean Water Act regulates the discharge of sewage from vessels.  Under this 
authority, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sets performance standards for the 
devices that treat or retain sewage (marine sanitation devices), while the U.S. Coast Guard regulates 
their design, construction, certifi cation, installation, and operation to be consistent with the EPA 
standards. States are also able to petition the EPA to establish areas in which the discharge of all 
treated and untreated sewage is prohibited (“no discharge zones”). This presentation will cover EPA’s 
role in regulating sewage discharges from vessels, as well as provide updates on the current status 
and scope of the program.
The North Carolina Clean Marina and Clean Boater Programs: Successes and Challenges; Pat 
Durrett, North Carolina Division of Coastal Management 
A short overview of the North Carolina Clean Marina Program and the Clean Vessel Act program as it 
relates to the Clean Marina program as well as the Clean Boater program.  The history of the program 
and where it has grown along with its successes and challenges that have been encountered and 
where the state plans to go forward.  
The California Pumpout Report; Victoria Gambale, The Bay Foundation & James Mueller, San 
Fransisco Estuary Partnership 
Come learn about California’s fi rst ever statewide Pumpout Report.  This report standardizes the 
analysis of pumpout stations for direct comparison and highlights fi ndings on the condition and 
operational status of pumpout stations from 2014 to 2016.  In addition to each unit’s analysis see what 
our “show case” marinas are doing to encourage boaters to dump at the pump.   
Clean Harbors in Homer; Bryan Hawkins, Harbormaster, Homer, Alaska
Homer volunteered to help create the Alaska Clean Harbors program. The Alaska Clean Harbors has 
helped to raise awareness and change our behavior in how we treat our discharges from vessels. This 
program also addresses sport fi shing issues, animal nuisance problems and derelict vessels.
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3:30pm – 5:00pm Concurrent Session
BOATING ACCESS PROGRAM SESSION (Aleutian)
Constructing boat ramps and managing shorelines in northern climates, Mike Wichrowski, 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
Factors such as frost and ice push create engineering and management challenges that do not 
always need to be considered in many southern states or coastal areas.  Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s 
Access Area Program has developed different approaches for constructing new ramps and/
or improving deteriorated ramps on both large lakes and small ponds.  Two case studies will be 
presented on the different techniques used in Vermont; one from Lake Champlain (313,600 acres) 
that experiences a seasonal fl uctuation of up to 8 ft and one from a more typical small pond (<200 
acres).  Additionally, protecting shorelines and managing riparian areas has become a growing part of 
access area management in Vermont.  Highly developed access areas impacted by ice or wave action 
were historically riprapped or hardscaped in some way.  This approach resulted in eroding banks 
and loss of habitat in the immediate access area property or on adjacent shorelines.  We are now 
exploring “living shorelines” as an alternative to hardscaping.   
Oklahoma’s Boating Access Program: Dock Only Project Overview; Kurt Kuklinski; Oklahoma 
Fishery Research Laboratory
The ODWC Boating Access Program offers a “Dock Only” option to potential project cooperators 
(municipalities, county governments, stakeholder groups, etc.) as a means of completing boating 
access projects to benefi t boaters and anglers.  Under this model, ODWC purchases a high-quality 
dock via state contract (75% of total project cost) through the SFR Boating Access grant, and the 
cooperating entity spends 25% of project costs on site preparation and other amenities for the non-
federal match.  ODWC regional staff then fi nd willing cooperators to spend 25% matching funds on 
amenities such as ADA parking, concrete boat ramps, dock abutments, restrooms, etc.  Cooperator 
matching funds may also include personnel / labor and equipment costs associated with site 
preparation.  The Dock Only model is popular with small, often rural government entities who may not 
have large budgets, but do have the necessary equipment, labor, and experience to provide 25% of 
project costs via materials and in-kind services.  Resulting projects provide boaters and anglers with 
quality courtesy docks and upgraded amenities.  Benefi ts and hurdles of Dock Only projects will be 
presented. 
Kenai River Special Management Area; Pam Russell, Alaska Department of Natural Resources
The presentation will focus on the Kenai River Special Management Area, specifi cally the Kenai River.  
The main focus will be on the various users group and the challenges of accessing the State Park.

NATURAL RESOURSES SESSION (Alaska)
Aquatic invasive species in Alaska and regional approaches to prevent their spread; Tammy 
Davis, Alaska Department of Fish and Game
In the past it was thought that Alaska was too isolated and its environment too harsh for invasive 
species to survive. Since 2010, several aquatic invasive species have been detected in variable 
habitats likely the result of different vectors. Elodea spp. (E. canadensis, E. nuttallii and a hybrid) 
has been found in numerous locations in Southcentral as well as interior Alaska. A nonindigenous 
colonial invertebrate, Didemnum vexillum, was found established on the seabed in Sitka. Working with 
federal, state, and local partners and stakeholders has been essential to successful management and 
outreach efforts.  Preventing the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive species continues to be 
ADF&G’s priority.
Catching the “Unicorn:” Using Public, Private and Non-Profi t Partnerships to Help Tackle AIS; 
Ed Eudberg, CD3
Reducing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) often relies upon the adoption of best 
management practices at the individual level. Tools to implement best management practices are 
regularly in the form of innovative products. Developing these tools largely falls outside non-profi t and 
public organizations’ authority and/or typical scope of work. Thus, in order to innovate around AIS, 
we need to catch a “unicorn,” the elusive private, public and non-profi t partnership. This presentation 
will outline various ways in which public, private and non-profi t partners can co-develop products to 
reduce the spread of AIS and thus catch the “unicorn.”  A new CD3 cleaning station will serve as a 
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case study to show how these partnerships can more effectively address AIS issues.
An Introduction to the R/V Sikuliaq and her work; Doug Baird, University of Alaska Fairbanks
The R/V Sikuliaq, pronounced [see-KOO-lee-auk], is a 261-foot oceanographic research ship capable 
of bringing scientists to the ice-choked waters of Alaska and the polar regions. The Sikuliaq, one of 
the most advanced university research vessels in the world, is able to break ice up to 2.5 feet thick. 
Constructed at Marinette Marine Corporation, a shipyard in Marinette, Wisconsin, the Sikuliaq is 
home ported in Alaska, at UAF’s Seward Marine Center in Seward Alaska.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30
8:30am – 10:00am Concurrent Sessions
CVA PROGRAM SESSION (Aleutian)
Going Green in Connecticut: Solar/Electric Zero Emissions Pumpout Vessels; Kate Brown, 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, & Mike Pascucilla, East Shore 
District Health Department
The State of Connecticut DEEP has embarked on an exciting initiative to make pumpout vessels even 
cleaner and greener.  A few years ago, three new solar/electric zero emissions vessels were designed 
and constructed in Connecticut, and have been very successfully used within an enclosed marina 
basin to remove approximately 300,000 gallons of recreational marine waste annually.  A new project 
to design and construct a larger version of this solar/electric vessel is being undertaken by the Town 
of Branford’s East Shore District Health Department, with design and construction assistance from the 
marina who built the fi rst three vessels.  The intent of this project is to establish a reliable method for 
marinas to harness solar power to make pumpout services more resource effi cient and cost effective 
over time.
Pumpout Nav: Revolutionizing CVA’s Outreach & Monitoring Abilities; Adrien Baudrimont, San 
Francisco Estuary Partnership & Georgia Tunioli, The Bay Foundation
The San Francisco Estuary Partnership and The Bay Foundation have worked with the State of 
California, through a CVA Outreach and Education grant, to build Pumpout Nav, a free smartphone 
app meant to revolutionize how we provide boaters with sewage disposal information. Using a map 
interface, boaters can fi nd the nearest pumpouts to their location, report non-operable pumpouts, and 
access information about pollution prevention and sewage management. The app is also designed 
to be used by CVA staff for monitoring pumpout stations as well as generating reports on monitoring 
results. The San Francisco Estuary Partnership is excited to begin working with state CVA programs 
to include their information in the app. Attendees will learn about the App itself and how they can 
participate in expanding service to their regions.
Facility and Maintenance Staff Videos; Jenny East, Oregon Sea Grant and Oregon State University
Based on the need for a “how-to” manual for maintaining and monitoring pumpout and portable-toilet 
dump station equipment, the Oregon State Marine Board and Oregon Sea Grant partnered to develop 
a series of videos for facility use. Guidance on weekly, monthly, and annual maintenance tasks, as 
well as winterization and troubleshooting tips, are the focus of the videos. This content was developed 
through conversations with staff at marinas and other pumpout facilities, pump manufacturers, 
and other CVA program contacts. Oregon Sea Grant’s Boating Outreach Coordinator, Jenny East, 
facilitated the development and fi lming of the videos in 2016. She is in the process of collecting 
feedback to evaluate the response and implementation of the guidance. The videos are available 
through the Oregon State Marine Board and Oregon Sea Grant’s YouTube sites.

NATURAL RESOURCES SESSION (Alaska)
Habitat Restoration; Tracy Smith, Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Changing Land Level and Sea Level: A boundary condition for coastal change; Jeff Freymueller; 
University of Alaska Fairbanks  
Global sea level has been rising, and the rate of sea level rise today is clearly higher than the average 
for the 20th century, or over the last several thousand years. In addition to that, vertical motions of the 
land driven by various geophysical processes occur along many parts of the US coastline. Relative 
sea level change, or the change in the level of the ocean relative to the land, is what determines 
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whether a coastline is submerging or emerging, and it depends on changes in both the ocean and 
land. Changes in land level are especially rapid in Alaska, and in fact the land level changes dominate 
the equation over much of the Alaska coastline. Glacial Isostatic Adjustment or GIA (aka “post-glacial 
rebound”) is the largest contributor to vertical land motion in most of the US coast, but tectonically 
driven motions are also locally important in a few places. Along the Atlantic coast of the US, much of 
the coastline is subsiding due to GIA, hastening relative sea level rise, while in Canada the land is 
emerging. In Southeast Alaska, emergence of the land can be more than an inch per year, more than 
10 times faster than any changes observed along the east coast, due to the rapid deglaciation 
of the region over the last 200 years. Along the southern coast of Alaska, tectonic effects cause rapid 
relative sea level changes, punctuated by earthquakes.
The Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program; Amanda L. Heath, Army Corps of Engineers, 
Alaska District
This presentation will focus on the Army Corps of Engineers regulatory program and jurisdiction. 
Army Corps permits and the nuances of those permits issued will also be discussed. 

10:15am – 11:00am Concurrent Session
ENGINEERING SESSION (Aleutian)
Underwater Inspection and/or Adaptive Measures for Sea Level Rise; Dave McSweeney, 
McSweeney Engineers
This session will provide a brief overview of the potential impacts of sea level rise on coastal 
recreational boating infrastructure and discuss adaptive strategies to aid in protection of existing 
boating access facilities as well as to aid in planning of future facilities. Several aspects of this rapidly 
developing fi eld will be reviewed:

 Existing Sea Level Rise Prediction Methodology, Data, and Scenarios.
 Impacts analysis, Modeling Tools, and Geospatial Visualization Techniques will be highlighted. 
 Techniques to aid in Identifi cation and Assessment of Infrastructure vulnerable to Sea Level 

Rise.
 Discussion of potential Adaptive Measures to protect existing infrastructure from increased 

frequency of inundation.
 Planning new facilities within future Sea Level Rise scenarios, showcasing representative 

projects involving sea level rise assessments and building facilities that are resilient to future 
risk.

 
Branford River State Boat Launch Renovation – Dealing with tough soils; David Cooley, 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
The State of Connecticut Boating Division had long identifi ed the Branford River State Boat Launch 
as a priority facility in desperate need of a complete renovation. Permitting is always a challenge when 
faced with construction activities in and around water and wetlands, and for good reason, and this 
project was no different. However, the most signifi cant challenge with this facility and our renovation 
project was the soil conditions throughout the site. The entire site consisted of 30+ feet of low pore 
strength silty soils, a.k.a. muck. Our geotechnical consultant raised design concerns relative to fi lling 
and paving the parking lot, concerned that without “lightweight” fi ll, foamed concrete or a geogrid/
textile layer that settlement would result in a short operational life. These concerns, and the budgetary 
implications associated with their implementation, resulted in eliminating upland improvements from 
the scope of the project. The focus became the replacement and expansion of the boat launch. The 
design called for layers of geotextile and signifi cant layers of aggregate to distribute loads and provide 
a suffi cient base upon which to construct the new boat launch. Project construction was initiated in 
July and completed in November of 2016. Prior to opening the facility to the public, signs of movement 
with the various components of the boat launch were observed and after an in-water inspection it was 
determined that the lower portion of the boat launch had detached from the primary ramps rendering 
the facility inoperable. The movement was attributed to the soil loading during construction within the 
sheet pile cofferdam that was installed to complete work in the dry. When the cofferdam was removed 
the pressure within the soils on the inside and outside of the dam found a new equilibrium which 
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caused movement and shifting of the soils and, subsequently, the various components of the boat 
launch. 

BIG PROGRAM SESSION (Alaska)
BIG Refl ections: projects that were approved in the fi rst fi ve years of BIG – how are they doing 
and what are the lessons learned for today? Preston Smith, Virginia Offi ce of Environmental Health 
Services

11:00am – 12:00pm SOBA Business Meeting (Aleutian)
1:00pm – 2:15pm Award Recipient Project Presentations (Chart Room)
2:15pm – 3:15pm Vendor Updates (Chart Room)

3:45pm – 4:45 pm Concurrent Session
BIG PROGRAM SESSION (Alaska)
Federal Perspective and Scoring Panel
ENGINEERING SESSION (Aleutian)
Standardizing Boat Launch Construction; John Hansen, Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife
WDFW manages over 700 water access sites across the state including lake, river, and marine 
launches. Using WDFW construction crews specializing in in-water construction of low to medium use 
sites, a practical ramp design has been developed using standardized materials including precast 
planks and articulated mats.  In addition, accessible boat loading platforms, abutments and fl oats 
have all been standardized to lessen costs and speed design, permitting and construction. Typical 
projects highlighting different methods of construction will be discussed.
Boat Retrieval Facility on the Lower Kasilof River; Rys Miranda, Alaska State Parks
Alaska State Parks recently acquired a boat-retrieval facility along the Lower Kasilof River. Referred 
to as the Old Kasilof Landing State Recreation Site, the new facility is the only public boat retrieval 
facility at the lower section of the Kasilof River and it comes with a unique challenge. The site is 
tidally infl uenced with extremely steep banks. Terrain and sedimentation are major concerns, but 
the real challenge lies in developing a retrieval-only system that doesn’t rely on hooking onto the 
boats themselves. Rys Miranda will discuss some concepts that had been developed with a team of 
engineering students from the University of Alaska Anchorage.

 
4:45pm – 5:45 pm BIG BPM Taskforce (Alaska)
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SOBA 2017
ANNUAL MEMBERS’ BUSINESS MEETING

The 2017 States Organization for Boating Access Business Meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, August 30th at 11am, at the Hilton Anchorage, Anchorage, Alaska.  All 
state representatives are encouraged to attend.  Agenda Items include:

I. WELCOME REMARKS AND SOBA PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Ron Christofferson, SOBA President

 Accomplishments Within the Year

II. TREASURER’S REPORT
Al Wolslegel, SOBA Treasurer

 Revenues and Expenditures
 Cost Saving Measures
 Analysis and Observations

III. COMMITTEE REPORTS
 Non-Motorized Access Guidelines:  Chaired by Trey Cooksey (TX)
 BIG BMP Committee: Chaired by Scott Meister (SC)

IV. BYLAWS REVIEW

V. POLICY AND PROCEDURES REVIEW

VI. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2017-2018
Janine Belleque, SOBA Past President

VII. CLOSING REMARKS (OPEN FORUM)
Ron Christofferson, SOBA President

 Public Comment Opportunity

ADJOURN
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RESOLUTION

IN APPRECIATION OF HOSPITALITY

WHEREAS, the delegates and guests at the 2017 National Boating Access Conference, 
sponsored by the States Organization for Boating Access (SOBA) and held at the Hilton Anchorage 
Downtown, this August 28 through August 31, have marveled at the extraordinary beauty of  
Alaska, and appreciated the gracious hospitality of  the people who reside here.

WHEREAS, the delegates and guests have come together to celebrate the 31st Anniversary of  
the founding of  SOBA through the conference theme “Pure and Wild Access”, which captures 
Alaska’s rugged and unique landscape, while giving SOBA a chance to showcase the challenges in 
developing and maintaining access in a state with large tracts of  undeveloped land, while supporting 
SOBA’s unique mission of  providing safe, well-designed public recreational boating access to the 
waterways of  the nation. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board and members of  the 
States Organization for Boating Access do hereby express heartfelt appreciation to our gracious 
site hosts, the Alaska Department of  Fish and Game and the Hilton Anchorage, Downtown  in 
Anchorage, Alaska.   
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RESOLUTION

IN APPRECIATION OF THE HOST AGENCY AND TEAM
WHEREAS, the delegates and guests at the 2017 National Boating Access 

Conference, sponsored by the States Organization for Boating Access (SOBA) and 
held at the Hilton Anchorage Downtown, this August 28 through August 31, have 

thoroughly enjoyed the unique educational offerings, professional exchanges, 
boating access site visits, and hospitable social offerings associated with the 

conference agenda, and;

WHEREAS, the delegates and guests have come together to celebrate the 31st 
Anniversary of  the founding of  SOBA through the conference theme “Pure and 

Wild Access”, which captures Alaska’s rugged and unique landscape, while giving 
SOBA a chance to showcase the challenges in developing and maintaining access 
in a state with large tracts of  undeveloped land, while supporting SOBA’s unique 
mission of  providing safe, well-designed public recreational boating access to the 

waterways of  the nation; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board and members 
of  the States Organization for Boating Access do hereby express heartfelt 

appreciation to the appointed members of  the Alaska Department of  Fish and 
Game, Sport Fish Division for their gracious gift of  the time and talents of  the 

Conference Host Team, including:  Chair Paul Cyr and Valerie Thompson of  the 
Alaska Department of  Fish and Game, and Kathie Evingson, Jim Henderson and 
all the staff  at Visit Anchorage. All mentioned played a vital role in ensuring the 

success of  this year’s conference. 
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
Adrien Baudrimont, San Francisco Estuary Partnership, San Francisco, California
Adrien Baudrimont is an Environmental Planner with the San Francisco Estuary Partnership. He has worked as a 
consultant in urban planning and sustainable development, and holds Master’s degrees in Geography and Urban Planning 
from the University of Paris Sorbonne. Adrien has worked with the Northern California CVA program for two years and is 
the lead on the development of Pumpout Nav. 

Doug Baird, R/V Sikuliaq, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Fairbanks, Alaska 
Doug Baird is currently the Interim Marine Superintendent for the research vessel Sikuliaq, managed by the Seward 
Marine Center, College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).  Prior to working at UAF, 
Doug spent 25 years as a commissioned offi cer with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
sailing on ships in both the Pacifi c and Atlantic Oceans, as well as the Bering Sea – from 62 degrees south to 66 degrees 
north. Doug retired from NOAA as a Captain in 2015.

Kate Brown, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection, Old Lyme, Connecticut
Kate Brown is the Boating Infrastructure Grant (BG)/ Clean Vessel Act (CVA) Program Coordinator for the Connecticut 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection’s Boating Division where she manages the Connecticut CVA Program 
and the BIG Program.  She transferred to the Boating Division from the Coastal Management Program, where she 
worked for 20 years on regulatory permits, legislation, coastal habitat restoration, education, public access and research 
grants, and seafl oor mapping of Long Island Sound.  Kate has been involved in SOBA since 2010, and has participated 
on several taskforces and working groups including the Clean Vessel Act Best Management Practices taskforce, TRACS 
taskforce, and Pumpout Vessel Selection and Operation Guidelines document.  Kate served for two years on the SOBA 
Executive Board of Directors, and has presented at numerous SOBA conferences.

Rory Calhoun, Recreation and Conservation Offi ce, Olympia, Washington
Rory Calhoun has been working in the recreation fi eld since 1994 with the Recreation and Conservation Offi ce in 
Washington State. He is the accessibility specialist for them and he manages recreation grants as well.  His specialty 
is in ADA and code compliance for accessibility. He has served on the federal Access Boards Regulatory Negotiating 
Committee for Outdoor Recreation and helped with the review of the playground and the boating accessibility regulations 
too. He served 8 years on his state’s Building Code Council and has helped consult with access on hundreds of state wide 
projects including boating and fi shing facilities. In his spare time he fi shes for salmon, crab, shrimp and boats all over in 
Puget Sound, Pacifi c Ocean and the Columbia River system.

Dave Cooley, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Old Lyme, Connecticut 
David Cooley has been the Supervisor of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) Engineering 
Unit since 2014.  The DEEP Engineering Unit is responsible for the design and project management of projects within the 
state parks, state forests and at support facilities. The Unit also oversees projects at water access sites throughout the 
state and the implementation phase of a new, comprehensive asset management system for all agency infrastructure. 
The Engineering Unit is also responsible for ensuring that agency infrastructure maintains compliance with permitting and 
regulatory requirements. David previously worked in the CT Drinking Water Program for 16 years, providing regulatory 
oversight, technical assistance, water allocation planning, security awareness and emergency response coordination 
of all drinking water utilities. A die-hard fan and alumnus of Syracuse University, he graduated in 1998 with a BS in 
Environmental Engineering and lives in Mystic, CT with his wife and two children.

Tammy Davis, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Juneau, Alaska 

Tammy Davis has been the statewide invasive species coordinator for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game for the 
past ten years.  She received a B.Ph. from Miami University of Ohio and a B.Sc. in plant sciences from Montana State 
University. First introduced to invasive species working for the US Forest Service while investigating the reproductive 
success of cinnabar moths, a biological control agent, on tansy ragwort; her interests now are focused on freshwater and 
marine invasive species and preventing their introduction into Alaska waters.

Pat Durrett, N. C. Division of Coastal Management, Morehead City, NC

Pat Durrett is the Clean Marina Program Coordinator and Clean Vessel Act Grant Coordinator for North Carolina. She 
spent thirty-one years with State of NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources in the Water Quality Section 
teaching Wastewater treatment, inspecting Wastewater treatment plants and enforcing State and Federal regulations. 
Pat retired in 2004 (supposedly) then went right back to work with the department in Stormwater management, still in the 
Water Quality Section. In 2010, she moved to the Division of Coastal Management to revive the Clean Marina and Boater 
Program. 
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Jenny East, Oregon Sea Grant and Oregon State University Extension Service, Beaverton, Oregon
Jenny East is the Boating Outreach Coordinator with Oregon Sea Grant and Oregon State University Extension Service. 
She works in a partnership with the Oregon State Marine Board to educate recreational boaters and support marina and 
facility staff through the Clean Vessel Act program. Her background is in marine biology and she has a Master of Science 
in Marine Resource Management. She has enjoyed opportunities to sail and cruise between Alaska and California and 
parts of the Caribbean.

Jeff Freymueller, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Jeff Freymueller has been on the faculty at the University of Alaska Fairbanks since 1995. He graduated from the 
University of South Carolina with a PhD in Geology in 1991, and followed that with postdoctoral work at Stanford 
University. Dr. Freymueller’s research focuses on the measurement and modeling of solid earth deformation caused by a 
variety of sources, including active tectonics and earthquakes, volcanism, hydrological and cryospheric mass variations, 
and sea level change. Many of these processes also present hazards to society, and the study and characterization 
of these hazards is a basic step toward hazard and risk mitigation. Space geodesy, in particular high precision GPS, 
is the primary tool for this work. Dr. Freymueller works on improving the geodetic measurements themselves, on the 
development of reference networks to support geoscience and other applications, and in the more accurate defi nition of 
reference systems for the measurement of crustal motions. He developed the crustal motion model for Alaska currently 
used by the National Geodetic Survey’s HTDP software. He currently serves as the Coordinating Scientist for the Alaska 
Volcano Observatory, and as the Director of the EarthScope National Offi ce.

Victoria Gambale, The Bay Foundation, Los Angeles, California
Victoria Gambale is the Water Quality Programs Manager at The Bay Foundation.  Her work focuses on reducing pollution 
at its source and mitigating the impacts of stormwater and urban runoff.  Since 2011, Victoria has worked closely with the 
Southern California boating community to reduce ocean pollution through direct outreach, collaboration, and technical 
assistance.  Victoria has a M.S. in Fisheries Science from Louisiana State University and a B.S. in Marine Biology from 
Roger Williams University.  Victoria’s previous work focused on oyster production methods for the commercial industry and 
she spoke on oysters for TEDxLSU.   

Brad Gunn, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington D.C. 
Brad has over 28 years’ experience in the wildlife profession including working with state fi sh and wildlife agencies in 
Florida and North Carolina and with the National Wild Turkey Federation. He retired from North Carolina in 2015 as an 
assistant chief and the federal assistance coordinator in the Division of Wildlife Management.   He immediately went to 
work with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a grant administrator working with North American Wetland Conservation 
Act Grants. He has been the WSFR National Lead for Boating Grant Programs at headquarters since September 2015.

John Hansen, The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Olympia, Washington
John Hansen has been working on boating access projects with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
for the past 20 years. He has been an engineer and construction project manager for boat ramps, fl oats, and accessibility 
across the state. John has assisted WDFW in developing a standardized approach to boat launch site design and 
construction.

Bryan Hawkins, City of Homer Harbormaster, Homer, Alaska
Bryan Hawkins began his Alaskan maritime career in 1979.  With a Merchant Mariners license, he worked at sea as a 
commercial fi sherman and a captain for hire for over 20 years. In 1999 he took a position at the Homer Port and Harbor as 
a Harbor Offi cer. He was promoted to Deputy Harbormaster in 2004, then to Port Director/Harbormaster in 2008. Bryan’s 
work at sea allowed him to visit most of the ports and coastal communities in Alaska, giving him a working man’s view of 
harbor management and vessel traffi c in coastal Alaska. Like many Alaskans, Bryan has worn many hats and worked in 
many fi elds during his time in the Great State. Bryan has lived in the Homer area since 1979 with his wife Jennifer and 
their three sons Jake, Van and Ben.

Amanda L. Heath, Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska Division, JBER, Alaska
Amanda Heath started with the Army Corps of Engineers in August 2009 at the Alaska District within the Engineering 
Division as a Chemist. As a Chemist, Amanda worked within the Military Construction, Civil Works and Formerly Used 
Defense Site Programs. In May 2013, she was assigned to the Regulatory Division as a Project Manager. Some of what 
Amanda does as a Regulatory PM is evaluate Department of Army permit applications, coordinate with federal, state and 
local agencies, and prepare decision documents which contain analyses under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, National Environmental Policy Act and implementing regulations under other statues.

Kurt Kuklinski, Oklahoma Fishery Research Laboratory, Norman, Oklahoma
Kurt Kuklinski has been the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation Boating Access (BA) Coordinator for almost 4 
years, overseeing our Boating Access (BA) grant.  He has planned, coordinated, and helped complete 10+ BA projects in 
that period of time.  Kurt has been able to attend 2 of the past 3 SOBA conferences (Little Rock and Chattanooga).  
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Kirby Marshall, Applied Technology & Management, Charleston, South Carolina
Kirby Marshall is an Associate Principal with Applied Technology & Management (ATM).  His work includes a wide range 
of marina and waterfront feasibility, planning, and development projects with a focus on recreational marinas.  Mr. Marshall 
has worked on a multitude of marina development projects throughout the U.S., Caribbean, and beyond.  This work 
has included detailed planning, regulatory permitting, and design involving the interaction of recreational vessels and 
commercial interests on coastal and inland waterbodies.  Mr. Marshall is based in ATM’s Charleston, South Carolina offi ce.

Chandra McGee, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC), Fairbanks, Alaska
Chandra McGee has experience in ecological research and the evaluation of water quality data.  Chandra has 
worked on stream monitoring projects in Maine, Florida, and Alaska and has training in biological monitoring using 
macroinvertebrates.  She also worked on the development of nutrient criteria for estuaries in south Florida.  At ADEC, she 
is the program manager for projects in the Interior and Northern regions of the state and the representative on the Alaska 
Clean Harbors committee.  She serves as a technical specialist in non-point source pollution and collaborates with non-
profi t, public and private organizations on implementation of projects to improve water quality.  Chandra has a Bachelor 
of Science in Biological Sciences from the University of Alaska, Fairbanks and a Master of Science in Ecology and 
Environmental Science with a Chemistry emphasis from the University of Maine.

Dave McSweeney, McSweeney Engineers, Charleston, South Carolina
Dave McSweeney is a Waterfront Facilities Engineer with more than 15 years of experience in design and underwater 
inspection. He earned his degree in Civil Engineering from the University of South Carolina and has since led multiple 
waterfront projects throughout the United States, Latin America, and Europe. Since founding McSweeney Engineers in 
Charleston in 2011, Dave has successfully facilitated numerous boating access projects and obtained Boating Infrastructure 
Grants for several clients.  As an avid boater and professional mariner prior to his career in engineering, he engages this 
invaluable experience to engineering tasks with the perspective of the end user.  He has contributed to a recent study of Sea 
Level Rise, Infrastructure Assessment, and Adaptive Measures as part of Beaufort County, South Carolina /Department of 
Defense collaboration. He believes that potential effects due to sea level rise are an important consideration in waterfront 
facilities maintenance and planning.

Rys Miranda, Alaska State Parks, Anchorage, Alaska
Rys Miranda is the chief engineer for Alaska State Park’s Design & Construction Section. With over 15 cumulative years 
of service with Alaska State Parks, he has been involved with designing and constructing numerous recreational facilities 
across the state. Included in that resume are dozens of boating facilities on Alaska’s coastline, rivers, and lakes. He has 
lived in Alaska since 1988 and graduated from the University of Alaska Anchorage with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Civil Engineering and Master of Science degree in Arctic Engineering. Rys and his wife are raising their three young 
children to enjoy and have a lasting appreciation for the great outdoors.

James Mueller, San Francisco Estuary Partnership, San Francisco, California
James Mueller has been working with boaters and marinas for seven years and now manages the Clean Vessel Act 
Boater Outreach and Education program at the San Francisco Estuary Partnership in Northern California. Jame’s other 
work focuses on mercury remediation at old mining sites, riparian and wetland restoration, and outreach and education. 
James has a Bachelor’s of Science in Biology from Radford University and a Master’s of Science in Environmental 
Management from the University of San Francisco.

Erin Murphy, EPA Fellow
Erin Murphy is an Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) fellow working in the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Offi ce of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds. She is currently leading the EPA’s effort to develop 
educational materials for the recreational boating community related to vessel sewage discharges. Erin completed her 
Bachelor’s degree in Integrative Biology at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) and continued on to 
complete her Master’s degree in Geology at UIUC, studying the impacts of human sewage pollution on coral physiology 
and reef health. Erin spends most of her free time rock climbing, hiking and camping, but when she is home she enjoys 
the company of her two cats, Winston and Stella.

Pam Russel, Alaska Div. of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Soldotna, AK 
Pam Russel is a Natural Resource Specialist for the Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation. She has been with State Park for over twelve years on the Kenai Peninsula.

Ed Rudberg, CD3, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Ed Rudberg has spent his career moving the needle on conservation. His Ph.D. in Natural Resources Science and 
Management blended communication and psychological theory to catalyze the adoption of conservation behaviors 
in the public. As an entrepreneur of over a decade, he has developed two conservation focused products and grew 
both companies to a level of national distribution. He uses expertise in product development, market research, natural 
resources and the environment to consult on sustainability, sustainability reporting, sustainable business development and 
natural resource management. Additional past clients include the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture, major Fortune 
500 companies, state agencies, communities and nonprofi ts. He is formally trained in qualitative and quantitative research 
methodologies, project management, and various sustainability reporting metrics.

Mike Pascucilla, East Shore District Health Department, Branford, Connecticut
Michael Pascucilla was appointed as the CEO/Director of Health for the East Shore District Health Department (ESDHD) 
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in 2010, which serves the Towns of Branford, East Haven and North Branford, Connecticut.  Prior to ESDHD, he served 
as the Assistant Director of Health for the City of Hartford, Department of Health & Human Services, and past positions 
include the University of Connecticut, Yale University and several local health districts. Michael holds a B.S. degree in 
Public Health/Nutrition from Southern Connecticut University and a Masters Degree in Public Health from the University 
of Connecticut. He is a Nationally Certifi ed Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian and has over 22 years’ 
experience as a public health offi cial in local, state and federal government. He is very active in the public health fi eld 
and is a Site Visitor for the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB), and currently seats as a Board of Director for 
the Connecticut Directors of Health Association (CADH). He is past President of the Connecticut Environmental Health 
Association (CEHA) and served within the leadership of this organization for over seven years, where he continues to be 
an active member.  

Mike Payton, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Old Lyme, Connecticut 
Mike Payton supervises and manages the State of Connecticut boat launch program; including construction and 
renovation project oversite, and establishing policies, standards and procedures for boat launch design, operations 
and maintenance.  He designs and constructs ADA accessible boat launches, coordinates launch repairs, alterations 
and upgrades. Mike also oversees CVA and BIG program operations including reviews CVA and BIG projects for ADA 
compliance. He is responsible for administering the USF&W Federal grant program, and supervises the State’s navigation 
safety program.   He addresses navigational hazards and confl icts and reviews and advises offi cials and individuals on 
navigation and speed zone proposals. Mike also establishes standards and procedures, and reviews, drafts and issues 
navigational and regulatory marker permits.  

Preston Smith, Virginia Offi ce of Environmental Health Services, Richmond, Virginia
Preston Smith is an Environmental Health Coordinator – Marina Programs Manager in the Offi ce of Environmental 
Health Services at the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Health.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Studies from Warren Wilson College, a Master’s degree in Environmental Planning from the University of Virginia, Master’s 
degree in Public Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University and is a Fellow of the Virginia Natural Resources 
Leadership Institute.  In 1994 he began his career in public service as a Shellfi sh Specialist in the Division of Shellfi sh 
Sanitation.  In 1999, Mr. Smith became the VDH Marina Technical Consultant and the Clean Vessel Act grant coordinator 
in the Division of Wastewater Engineering.  In 2002, Mr. Smith became the Boating Infrastructure Grant coordinator for 
the Offi ce of Environmental Health Services.  Mr. Smith is credentialed as a Class II Wastewater Works Operator through 
the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, has been a member of the Virginia Environmental Health 
Association since 1994 and served as President 2010 - 2012.  Among his other duties as an Environmental Health 
Coordinator, he is responsible for managing the statewide marina sanitation and boating facility regulatory inspection 
program, member of the Virginia Clean Marina Advisory Council and Chesapeake Bay Water Quality Implementation 
committee.  

Dick Somerville, PND Engineers, Juneau, Alaska
Dick Somerville has more than 35 years of civil engineering experience in Alaska specializing in civil and marine projects. 
His background includes planning, design, permitting and construction management for both public and private clients. 
Following fi ve years with Alaska DOT&PF, he has worked in the private sector since 1980 and joined PND in 1987. He 
is a principal of the fi rm and manager of PND’s Juneau offi ce, where he works closely with a staff of 18 engineers and 
technicians. Dick is recognized for the professional relationships he has developed over many years with his clients and 
with his staff.

Georgia Tunioli, The Bay Foundation, Los Angeles, California
Georgia Tunioli is the Community Engagement Coordinator for The Bay Foundation’s Boater Education, Clean Bay 
Certifi ed, and Table to Farm Composting programs. She has a B.S. in Environmental Science and B.A. in International 
Relations with a concentration in Sustainable Development from the University of Redlands. Georgia has worked on the 
Southern California CVA program for two years and has been one of the leads on the integration of Southern California’s 
dataset.

Lisa Van Alstyne, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 
Lisa E. Van Alstyne started her career in New York State (NYS), fi rst working for the NYS Department of Health, Bureau 
of Public Water Supply Protection and then in the Oneonta District Offi ce as a Sr. Sanitarian, working in public health. 
In 1998, she began working for NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation, under NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation, as the NYS Clean Vessel Act (CVA) Coordinator. She began her relationship with SOBA as a presenter in 
2000 (Wilmington, NC). As NYS CVA Coordinator, her work involved expanding, connecting, and improving the NYS CVA 
program earned NYS SOBA’s CVA Excellence Award. In November 2009, Lisa moved to Virginia and started work for the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) Policy Branch. She continues her work in 
national boating programs, working closely with States on updates to program regulations and providing policy guidance. 
In 2014, SOBA honored her with their Special Recognition Award. Lisa is currently Chief of WSFR’s Policy Branch.

Kelsey Watts-Fitzgerald, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington D.C. 
Kelsey Watts-FitzGerald is an Environmental Protection Specialist in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Offi ce 
of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds. Her work on the Vessels, Marinas, and Ports team currently focuses on vessel 
sewage discharges. Kelsey grew up in Miami, Florida, but left to pursue an undergraduate dual-degree in Biology and 
Environmental Studies at Oberlin College. She later received a Master of Public Administration in Environmental Science 
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and Policy from Columbia University.  In her spare time, Kelsey enjoys exploring the burgeoning restaurant scene in 
Washington, DC, where she currently resides with her husband, Leo, and their corgi, Porkchop.

Mike Wichrowski, Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department, Montpelier, VT 
Mike Wichrowski is the Fish & Wildlife Lands & Facilities Administrator for the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department and has 
been in this current role since 2017.  Throughout his time in Vermont he has been managing the boating access, Clean 
Vessel Act (CVA), and Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) programs for the state.  Prior to working in Vermont, Mike has 
spent time managing lands in Florida for the FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission and completing graduate work 
researching moose in NH and elk in KY.  He is a graduate of the SUNY College of Environmental Science & Forestry and 
the University of Kentucky where he earned his BS and MS, respectively.  Mike was also the 2015 SOBA conference host 
at the fabulous Basin Harbor Club. 
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Don D. Statter Harbor Boat Launch Ramp 
Juneau, Alaska 

PND Engineers, Inc. is an Alaska corporation originally 
formed in 1979. The firm’s headquarters is in Anchorage, 
with offices in Juneau, Seattle and Houston. PND  
specializes in the design and construction of port, harbor and 
waterfront facilities.  

PND is proud of its reputation for devising innovative 
design solutions. Efficiency in design and the resultant 
savings in construction and operational costs are particularly 
attractive to public and private-sector organizations that 
often operate within a stringent financial environment. Many 
PND projects have earned national awards and press 
attention. 

Civil  * Planning * Surveying * Structural * Permitting Marine 

Facilities * Geotechnical * Environmental Transportation * 

Coastal Engineering * Hydrology  Contract Administration * 

Construction Engineering Support 
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SOBA PRESIDENTS

                 1987 / 1988             Keith Wilson - Michigan 

                 1989 / 1990             Paul Gregory - Ohio 

                 1993                        Mike Markell - Minnesota

                 1994                        James Duke - South Carolina 

                 1995                        Dave Obern - Oregon

                 1996                        Judith A. Wheeler - Michigan 

                 1997                        Tom Vaughn -  Florida 

                 1998                         Frank Ryck - Missouri 

                 1999                         Paul Curtis - Michigan 

                 2000                         Mike Hough - Kentucky

                 2001                         Jill Murphey - Idaho

                2002                         Steve Lewis - Wisconsin

                 2003                         Larry Rider - Arkansas 

                 2004                         Larry Killien - Minnesota

                 2005                         Julie McQuade - Ohio

                 2007                         Terry Boyd - Alabama

                 2008              Ed Poolos - Tennessee

                2009                          Kent Skaar - Minnesota 

                 2010                          Wayne Shuyler - Oregon

                 2011                          James Adams - Virginia

   2012              Steve Miller – Wisconsin

   2013              James Adams – Virginia

   2014 / 2015             Janine Belleque – Oregon

2016 / 2017             Ron Christofferson - Arizona
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PRESIDENT
Ron Christofferson
Boating Facilities Program Manager
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, Arizona  85086
T. (623) 236-7481* F. (623) 236-7327
C. (602) 541-4119
rchristofferson@azgfd.gov

VICE-PRESIDENT
Scott Meister
Boating Infrastructure Grant Coordinator
Clean Vessel Act Coordinator
South Carolina Dept. of Natural Resources
217 Fort Johnson Road
Charleston, SC 29422
T: 843-953-9062
C: 843-209-2875
Email: MeisterS@dnr.sc.gov 

TREASURER
Alan Wolslegel
Clean Vessel Program Manger
Boating Program
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
P.O. Box 42650
Olympia, WA 98504-2650
T. 360-902-8659
C. 360-480-9842
Email: al.wolslegel@parks.wa.gov

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Janine Belleque
Boating Facilities Manager
Oregon State Marine Board
435 Commercial St. NE
P. O. Box 14145
Salem, OR 97309-5065
T. 503-378-2628   * F. 503-378-4597
C. 503-302-8396
Email: Janine.Belleque@oregon.gov 

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
Preston Smith
Environmental Health Coordinator
Marina Programs Manager 
Offi ce of Environmental Health Services 
Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Health 109 
Governor Street, 5th Floor
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
T (804) 864-7468 
Email: Preston.Smith@vdh.virginia.gov

Trey Cooksey
Recreational Trails Program & Boating Access Program 
Manager
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
4200 Smith School Rd.
Austin, TX 78744
T: 512-657-3195
C: 512-657-3195
Email: Albert.Cooksey@tpwd.texas.gov 

Lorene Reid
Federal Assistance Coordinator CVA/BIG
Coastal Resources Division
Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources
One Conservation Way
Brunswick, GA 31520
T (912) 262-3114
C (912) 617-8500
Email: Lorene.reid@dnr.ga.gov

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Libby Yranski
NMMA
650 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 520
Washington, DC 20001
T. 312-946-6280 * F. 202-737-9755
C. 508-735-9018
Email: lyranski@nmma.org

2016 – 2017 Board of Directors
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SOBA Board of Directors: 2017-2018
SLATE OF DIRECTORS

SCOTT MEISTER, PRESIDENT

Scott is the Program Coordinator for the Sport Fish Restoration (SFR), Boating 
Infrastructure Grant (BIG) and Clean Vessel Act (CVA) programs for the Marine Division 
of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR), located in Charleston, 
South Carolina. His 23-year employment with the SCDNR has included managing the 
Division’s boating-related initiatives for the last eight years and over a decade of fi sheries 
research prior as a department fi sheries biologist, authoring numerous scientifi c publications 
on marine fi shes and ecosystems.

Scott currently represents the SCDNR while serving on the South Carolina Certifi ed Clean 
Marina Inspection/Compliance Team, educating and inspecting current and potential certifi ed Clean Marinas in the state.  
He is past-president of both the South Carolina Fishery Worker’s Association (SCFWA) and the South Carolina Marine 
Educator’s Association (SCMEA).

Scott is the current SOBA Vice President, has been South Carolina’s voting SOBA member since 2008 and is currently a 
member of the SOBA BIG BMP Task Force.

PRESTON SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT                                          

Preston Smith is an Environmental Health Coordinator – Marina Programs Manager in 
the Offi ce of Environmental Health Services at the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of 
Health.  He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies from Warren Wilson College, 
a Master’s degree in Environmental Planning from the University of Virginia, Master’s degree 
in Public Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University and is a Fellow of the Virginia 
Natural Resources Leadership Institute.  

In 1994 he began his career in public service as a Shellfi sh Specialist in the Division of 
Shellfi sh Sanitation.  In 1999, Mr. Smith became the VDH Marina Technical Consultant 

and the Clean Vessel Act grant coordinator in the Division of Wastewater Engineering.  In 2002, Mr. Smith became the 
Boating Infrastructure Grant coordinator for the Offi ce of Environmental Health Services. Among his other duties as an 
Environmental Health Coordinator, he is responsible for managing the statewide marina sanitation and boating facility 
regulatory inspection program, member of the Virginia Clean Marina Advisory Council and Chesapeake Bay Water Quality 
Implementation committee.  
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RON CHRISTOFFERSON, IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Ron is the Boating Facilities Program Manager with the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
where he manages the Arizona Boating Access Program, including all programmatic aspects 
of federal grants related to Boating Access, Clean Vessel Act, and Boating Infrastructure. In 
addition he oversees Arizona’s Clean Marina Program and the Aids to Navigation Program. 
Ron served on various SOBA task forces including Membership Products and Services 
and the SOBA Operations and Maintenance Program Guidelines for Recreational Boating 
Access Facilities. Ron has served on SOBA’s Executive Board for four years and has held the 
positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and At-Large member.  

LORENE REID, TREASURER

Lorene Reid is the Federal Assistance Coordinator for the Coastal Resources Division of 
the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. She acts as the coordinator for both the CVA 
program and the BIG program. She has reinstituted both programs in coastal Georgia during 
her time in the Coastal Resources Division. Prior to working for the state, Lorene was the 
Executive Director for the Coastal Coalition for Children, a non-profi t agency that focuses on 
preventing child abuse and neglect, following science-based national models and very strict 
standards. Lorene is currently a SOBA Member-at-Large Board Member.

AL WOLSLEGEL, MEMBER-AT-LARGE   

Al is the Clean Vessel Program Manager with Washington State Parks where he is 
responsible for all programmatic aspects of the Clean Vessel Program grants statewide. 
He serves on the Rules Best Management Practices committees for U.S. Fish & Wildlife, 
Washington State Agencies Boating Committee, Clean Marina Steering Committee, State 
Department of Ecology No Discharge Zone Advisory Committee, Recreational Boating 
Association of Washington No Discharge Zone Advisory Committee, and State Department 
of Ecology Resource Manual for Pollution Prevention in Marinas Committee. Al was a guest 
speaker and panelist at the 2013 Salish Sea Conference, guest presenter on behalf of 
Washington Sea Grant at their annual review by the National Sea Grant Review Committee, 
and a speaker at the and 2013 and 2016 SOBA conferences.
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TREY COOKSEY, MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Trey works for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and is the Boating Access, B.I.G. and 
C.V.A. Program Manager.  Texas has both inland and coastal programs and is the only state 
with such a designation in USFWS Region 2.  

Trey began his career with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in 1999 as a manager trainee 
in the State Parks Division.  Shortly he became the Assistant Superintendent at Government 
Canyon State Natural Area and spent more than nine years at Government Canyon working 
with the staff and volunteers to develop the new site from the ground up, to build forty miles of 

multi-use trails, all associated facilities and open the 12,000 acre park to the public in the fall of 2005.     He joined State 
Parks in the spring of 2010, and worked with the Recreational Trails Program on a state wide level, while accepting the 
challenge of developing a new State Park Trails Program to help address trail needs across the state.  On April 1, 2015 
Trey was promoted to the position of Recreational Trail Program and Boating Access Program Manager.  Trey is committed 
to fi nding innovative ways to increase and provide better Boating Access opportunities and to grow the C.V.A. program to 
meet the needs of citizens of Texas.  

MIKE WICHROWSKI, MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Mike Wichrowski is the Fish & Wildlife Lands & Facilities Administrator for the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Department and has been in this current role since 2017.  Throughout 
his time in Vermont he has been managing the boating access, CVA, and BIG programs 
for the state.  Prior to working in Vermont, Mike has spent time managing lands in 
Florida for the FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission and completing graduate 
work researching moose in NH and elk in KY.  He is a graduate of the SUNY College of 
Environmental Science & Forestry and the University of Kentucky where he earned his 
BS and MS, respectively.  Mike was also the 2015 SOBA conference host at the fabulous 
Basin Harbor Club.  
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THANK YOU!
The 2017 National Boating Access Conference Committee would like to thank all of 
the attendees, exhibitors, presenters, sponsors and people who donated items and 
services to make this conference successful. Without their combined contributions 
and efforts this conference would not have achieved the Committee’s goal of providing 
an education and informational experience while providing an opportunity to visit and 
explore Anchorage. 

Special thanks are given to the following:

Brad Gunn and Lisa Van Alstyne for helping to coordinate the Federal Assistance Workshop.

Paul Rauch and Bob Curry and their continued support for SOBA and the National Boating Access 

Conference. 

Thom Dammrich for his ongoing support from NMMA.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Sport Fish Division, Paul Cyr, and the U. S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration, Region 7 for the support of staff to host the 2017 

National Boating Access Conference. 

SOBA Board for support and encouragement during the planning process.

Valerie Thompson for her hard work and unwavering support of the National Boating Access 

Conference. 

Kathie Evingson, Andrea Schmidt and staff from Visit Anchorage for their generous and dedicated 

assistance in providing support, and an abundance of information on local conference hosting and 

visiting Alaska.

Bernice McArdle, for volunteering her time, coordination and experience without which this conference 

would not be possible. 
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Save The Date
September 24-27, 2018

Duluth, Minnesota
SEPTEMBER 24-27

NATIONAL BOATING ACCESS CONFERENCE

2018
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DULUTH, MN

Come see award winning Access sites 
at mcQuade and Two Harbors


