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ARTICLE 5. BOATING AND WATER SPORTS 

 

R12-4-501. Boating and Water Sports Definitions 

In addition to the definitions provided under A.R.S. § 5-301, the following definitions apply to this Article unless 

otherwise specified: 

"Abandoned watercraft" means any watercraft that has remained: 

On private property without the consent of the private property owner; 

Unattended for more than 48 hours on a highway, public street, or other public property; 

Unattended for more than 72 hours on state or federal lands; or 

Unattended for more than 14 days on state or federal waterways, unless in a designated mooring or 

anchorage area. 

"Aids to navigation" means buoys, beacons, or other fixed objects placed on, in, or near the water to mark 

obstructions to navigation or to direct navigation through channels or on a safe course. 

“Authorized third-party provider” means an entity that has been awarded a written agreement with the 

Department, pursuant to a competitive bid process, to perform limited or specific services on behalf of the 

Department. 

"AZ number" means the Department-assigned identification number with the prefix "AZ." 

"Bill of sale" means a written agreement transferring ownership of a watercraft that includes all of the following 

information: 

Name of buyer; 

Name of seller; 

Manufacturer of the watercraft, when known;  

Hull identification number, unless exempt under R12-4-505; 

Purchase price and sales tax paid, when applicable; and 

Signature of seller. 

"Boats keep out" in reference to a regulatory marker means the operator or user of a watercraft, or a person 

being towed by a watercraft on water skis, an inflatable device, or similar equipment shall not enter. 

"Certificate of number" means the Department-issued document that is proof that a motorized watercraft is 

registered in the name of the owner. 

"Certificate of origin" means a document provided by the manufacturer of a new watercraft or its distributor, its 

franchised new watercraft dealer, or the original purchaser establishing the initial chain of ownership for a 

watercraft, such as but not limited to: 

Manufacturer’s certificate of origin (MCO); 

Manufacturer’s statement of origin (MSO): 

Importer’s certificate of origin (ICO); 

Importer’s statement of origin (ISO); or 

Builder’s certification (Form CG-1261). 
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"Controlled-use marker" means an anchored or fixed marker on the water, shore, or a bridge that controls the 

operation of watercraft, water skis, surfboards, or similar devices or equipment. 

"Dealer" means any person who engages in whole or in part in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging 

new or used watercraft, or both, either outright or on conditional sale, consignment, or lease. 

"Homemade watercraft" means a watercraft that is not fabricated or manufactured for resale and to which a 

manufacturer has not attached a hull identification number. If a watercraft is assembled from a kit or 

constructed from an unfinished manufactured hull and does not have a manufacturer assigned hull identification 

number it is a "homemade watercraft." 

"Hull identification number" means a number assigned to a specific watercraft by the manufacturer or by a 

government jurisdiction as prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard. 

"Junk watercraft" means any hulk, derelict, wreck, or parts of any watercraft in an unseaworthy or dilapidated 

condition that cannot be profitably dismantled or salvaged for parts or profitably restored. 

"Letter of gift" means a document transferring ownership of a watercraft that includes all of the following 

information: 

Name of previous owner; 

Name of new owner; 

Manufacturer of the watercraft, when known; 

Hull identification number, unless exempt under R12-4-505; 

A statement that the watercraft is a gift; and 

Signature of previous owner. 

"Livery" means a business authorized to rent or lease watercraft with or without an operator for recreational, 

non-commercial use as prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-371. 

"Manufacturer" means any person engaged in the business of manufacturing or importing new watercraft for the 

purpose of sale or trade. 

"Motorized watercraft" means any watercraft propelled by machinery and powered by electricity, fossil fuel, or 

steam. 

"No ski" in reference to a regulatory marker means a person shall not be towed on water skis, an inflatable 

device, or similar equipment. 

"No wake" in reference to a regulatory marker has the same meaning as "wakeless speed" as defined under 

A.R.S. § 5-301. 

"Operate" in reference to a watercraft means use, navigate, or employ. 

"Owner" in reference to a watercraft means a person who claims lawful possession of a watercraft by virtue of 

legal title or equitable interest that entitles the person to possession. 

"Personal flotation device" means a U.S. Coast Guard approved wearable or throwable device for use on any 

watercraft, as prescribed under A.R.S. §§ 5-331, 5-350(A), and R12-4-511. 

"Regatta" means an organized water event of limited duration affecting the public use of waterways, for which a 

lawful jurisdiction has issued a permit. 
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"Registered owner" means the person or persons to whom a watercraft is currently registered by any 

jurisdiction. 

"Registration decal" means the Department-issued decal that is proof of watercraft registration. 

"Regulatory marker" means a waterway marker placed on, in, or near the water to convey general information 

or indicate the presence of: 

A danger, or 

A restricted or controlled-use area. 

"Release of interest" means a statement surrendering or abandoning unconditionally any claim or right of 

ownership or use in a watercraft. 

"Sound level" means the noise level measured in decibels on the A-weighted scale of a sound level instrument 

that conforms to recognized industry standards and is maintained according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 

"Staggered registration" means the system of renewing watercraft registrations in accordance with the schedule 

provided under R12-4-504. 

"State of principal operation" means the state in whose waters the watercraft is used or will be operated most 

during the calendar year. 

"Throwable personal flotation device" means a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type IV device for use on any 

watercraft such as, but not limited to, a buoyant cushion, ring buoy, or horseshoe buoy. 

"Unreleased watercraft" means a watercraft for which there is no written release of interest from the registered 

owner. 

"Watercraft" means a boat or other floating device of rigid or inflatable construction designed to carry people or 

cargo on the water and propelled by machinery, oars, paddles, or wind action on a sail. Exceptions are sea-

planes, makeshift contrivances constructed of inner tubes or other floatable materials that are not propelled by 

machinery, personal flotation devices worn or held in hand, and other objects used as floating or swimming 

aids. 

"Watercraft agent" means a person authorized by the Department to collect applicable fees for the registration 

and numbering of watercraft. 

"Watercraft registration" means the validated certificate of number and validating decals issued by the 

Department. 

"Wearable personal flotation device" means a U.S. Coast Guard approved Type I, Type II, Type III, or Type V 

device for use on any watercraft such as, but not limited to, an off-shore lifejacket, near-shore buoyant vest, 

special-use wearable device, or flotation aid. 

 

R12-4-502. Application for Watercraft Registration 

A. Only motorized watercraft as defined under R12-4-501 are subject to watercraft registration. 

B. A person shall apply for watercraft registration under A.R.S. § 5-321 using a form furnished by the Department 

and available at any Department office or on the Department's website. The applicant shall provide the 

following information for registration of all motorized watercraft except homemade watercraft, which are 
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addressed under subsection (C): 

1. Arizona residency certification statement, signed by the watercraft owner; 

2. Type of watercraft;  

3. Propulsion type; 

4. Engine drive type; 

5. Overall length of watercraft; 

6. Make and model of watercraft, if known; 

7. Year built or model year, if known; 

8. Hull identification number; 

9. Hull material; 

10. Fuel type; 

11. Category of use; 

12. Watercraft or AZ number previously issued for the watercraft, if any; 

13. State of principal operation; and 

14. For watercraft: 

a. Owned by a person: 

i. Legal name; 

ii. Mailing address; 

iii. Date of birth; and 

iv. Signature of each applicant. 

b. Owned by a business: 

i. Name of business: 

ii. Business address; 

iii. Tax Identification Number; and 

iv. Signature and title of authorized representative on behalf of the business. 

c. Held in a trust: 

i. Name of trust; 

ii. Primary trustee’s address; 

iii. Tax Identification Number, required when the trust is held by two or more persons; 

iv. Date of trust; and 

v. Signature of each trustee, unless the trust instrument authorizes the signature of one trustee to bind 

the trust. 

15. When ownership of the watercraft is in more than one name, the applicant shall indicate ownership 

designation by use of one of the following methods: 

a. Where ownership is joint tenancy with right of survivorship, the applicant shall use "and/or" between 

the names of the owners. To transfer registration of the watercraft, each owner shall provide a 

signature. Upon legal proof of the death or incompetency of either owner, the remaining owner may 
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transfer registration of the watercraft. 

b. Where ownership is a tenancy in common the applicant shall use "and" between the names of the 

owners. To transfer registration of the watercraft, each owner shall provide a signature. In the event of 

the death or incompetency of any owner, the disposition of the watercraft shall be handled through 

appropriate legal proceedings. 

c. Where the ownership is joint tenancy or is community property with an express intent that either of the 

owners has full authority to transfer registration, the applicant shall use "or" between the names of the 

owners. Each owner shall sign the application for registration. To transfer registration, either owner's 

signature is sufficient for transfer. 

C. The builder, owner, or owners of a homemade watercraft shall present the watercraft for inspection at a 

Department office. The applicant shall provide the following information for registration of homemade 

watercraft, using the same ownership designations specified in subsection (A)(15): 

1. Type of watercraft; 

2. Propulsion type; 

3. Engine drive type; 

4. Overall length of watercraft; 

5. Year built; 

6. Hull material; 

7. Fuel type; 

8. Category of use; 

9. Each owner’s: 

a. Name, 

b. Mailing address, and 

c. Date of birth; 

10. State of principal operation; 

11. Whether the watercraft was assembled from a kit or rebuilt from a factory or manufacturer’s hull;  

12. Hull identification number, if assigned; and 

13. Signature of the applicant, acknowledged before a Notary Public or witnessed by a Department employee. 

D. As prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-321, the applicant shall submit a use tax receipt issued by the Arizona 

Department of Revenue with the application for registration unless any one of the following conditions apply: 

1. The applicant is exempt from use tax as provided under 15 A.A.C. Chapter 5, 

2. The applicant is transferring the watercraft from another jurisdiction to Arizona without changing 

ownership, 

3. The applicant submits a bill of sale or receipt showing the sales or use tax was paid at the time of purchase, 

or 

4. The applicant submits a notarized affidavit of exemption stating that the acquisition of the watercraft was 

for rental or resale purposes. 
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E. An applicant for a watercraft dealer registration authorized under A.R.S. § 5-322(F), shall be a business offering 

watercraft for sale or a watercraft manufacturer registered by the U.S. Coast Guard. A person shall display 

dealer registration for watercraft demonstration purposes only. For the purposes of this Section, "demonstration" 

means to operate a watercraft on the water for the purpose of selling, trading, negotiating, or attempting to 

negotiate the sale or exchange of interest in new watercraft, and includes operation by a manufacturer for 

purposes of testing a watercraft. Demonstration does not include operation of a watercraft for personal purposes 

by a dealer or manufacturer or an employee, family member, or an associate of a dealer or manufacturer. The 

watercraft dealer registration is subject to invalidation pursuant to R12-4-506 if a watercraft with displayed 

dealer registration is used for purposes other than those authorized under A.R.S. § 5-322(F) or this Section. A 

watercraft dealer registration applicant shall submit an application to the Department. The application is 

furnished by the Department and is available at any Department office. The applicant shall provide the 

following information on the application: 

1. All business names used for the sale or manufacture of watercraft in Arizona; 

2. Mailing address and telephone number for each business for which a watercraft dealer registration is 

requested; 

3. Tax privilege license number; 

4. U.S. Coast Guard manufacturer identification code, when applicable; 

5. Total number of certificates of number and decals requested; and 

6. The business owner’s or manager’s: 

a. Name, 

b. Business address, 

c. Telephone number, and 

d. Signature. 

F. In addition to submitting the application form and any other information required under this Section, the 

applicant for watercraft registration shall submit one or more of the following additional forms of 

documentation: 

1. Original title if the watercraft is titled in another state; 

2. Original registration if the watercraft is from a non-titling state; 

3. Bill of sale as defined under R12-4-501 if the watercraft has never been registered or titled in any state; 

4. Letter of gift as defined under R12-4-501 if the watercraft was received as a gift and was never registered 

or titled in any state; 

5. Court order or other legal documentation establishing lawful transfer of ownership; 

6. Letter of deletion, required when the watercraft was previously documented by the U.S. Coast Guard; 

7. Statement of facts form furnished by the Department and available from any Department office when none 

of the documentation identified under subsections (F)(1) through (F)(6) exists either in the possession of 

the watercraft owner or in the records of any jurisdiction responsible for registering or titling watercraft. An 

applicant for watercraft registration under a statement of facts shall present the watercraft for inspection at 
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a Department office. The statement of facts form shall include the following information: 

a. Hull identification number, 

b. Certification that the watercraft meets one of the following conditions: 

i. The watercraft was manufactured prior to 1972, is 12 feet in length or less, and is not propelled by 

an inboard engine; 

ii. The watercraft is owned by the applicant and has never been registered or titled; 

iii. The watercraft was owned in a state that required registration, but was never registered or titled; or 

iv. The watercraft was purchased, received as a gift, or received as a trade and has not been 

registered, titled, or otherwise documented in the past five years. 

c. Signature of the applicant, acknowledged before a Notary Public or witnessed by a Department 

employee. 

8. An original certificate of origin when all of the following conditions apply: 

a. The watercraft was purchased as new, 

b. The applicant is applying for watercraft registration within a year of purchasing the watercraft, and 

c. The certificate of origin is not held by a lien holder. 

G. If the watercraft is being transferred to a person other than the original listed owner, the applicant for a 

watercraft registration shall submit a release of interest. The Department may require the applicant to provide a 

release of interest that is acknowledged before a Notary Public or witnessed by a Department employee when 

the Department is unable to verify the signature on the release of interest. 

H. If the original title is held by a lien holder, the applicant for a watercraft registration shall submit a form 

furnished by the Department and available from any Department office along with a copy of the title. The 

applicant shall comply with the following requirements when submitting the form: 

1. The applicant shall provide the following information on the form: 

a. Applicant’s name, 

b. Applicant’s mailing address, 

c. Make and model of watercraft, and 

d. Watercraft hull identification number. 

2. The applicant shall ensure the lien holder provides the following information on the form: 

a. Lien holder’s name, 

b. Lien holder’s mailing address, 

c. Name of person completing the form on behalf of the lien holder, 

d. Title of person completing the form on behalf of the lien holder, and 

e. Signature of the person completing the form on behalf of the lien holder, acknowledged before a 

Notary Public or witnessed by a Department employee. 

I. If the watercraft’s original title or registration is lost, the Department shall register a watercraft upon receipt of 

one of the following: 

1. A letter or printout from any jurisdiction responsible for registering or titling watercraft that verifies the 
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owner of record for that specific watercraft; 

2. A printout of the Vessel Identification System for that specific watercraft from the U.S. Coast Guard and 

verification from the appropriate state agency that the information regarding the owner of record for that 

specific watercraft is correct and current; 

3. A statement of facts by the applicant as described under subsection (F)(7) if the watercraft has not been 

registered, titled, or otherwise documented in the past five years; or 

4. The abandoned or unreleased watercraft approval letter issued by the Department, as established under 

R12-4-507(I). 

J. The Department shall issue a watercraft registration within 30 calendar days of receiving a valid application and 

the documentation required under this Section from the applicant or a watercraft agent authorized under R12-4-

509. 

K. All watercraft registrations and supporting documentation are subject to verification by the Department and to 

the requirements established under R12-4-505. The Department shall require a watercraft to be presented for 

inspection to verify the information provided by an applicant if the Department has reason to believe the 

information provided by the applicant is inaccurate or the applicant is unable to provide the required 

information. 

L. The Department shall deem an application invalid if the Department receives legal documentation of any legal 

action that may affect ownership of that watercraft. 

M. The Department shall invalidate a watercraft registration if the registration is obtained by an applicant who 

makes a false statement or provides false information on any application, statement of facts, or written 

instrument submitted to the Department. 

 

R12-4-503. Renewal of Watercraft Registration; Duplicate Watercraft Registration or Decal 

A. The owner of a registered watercraft shall renew the watercraft's registration no later than the day before the 

prior registration period expires. 

1. To renew a watercraft's registration in person or by mail, an applicant shall pay the registration fee 

authorized under R12-4-504 and present any one of the following: 

a. Current or prior certificate of number, 

b. Valid driver's license, 

c. Valid Arizona Motor Vehicle Division identification card, 

d. Valid passport, or 

e. Department-issued renewal notice. 

2. The owner of a registered watercraft may renew a watercraft registration by accessing the Department's 

online system and paying the applicable watercraft registration fee authorized under R12-4-504. 

B. The owner of a registered watercraft may obtain a duplicate watercraft registration or decal in person or by 

mail. To obtain a duplicate watercraft registration or decal in person or by mail, an applicant shall: 

1. Complete and submit an application for a duplicate certificate and/or decal form to the Department or its 
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authorized agent, available from any Department office and on the Department’s website; and 

2. Pay the duplicate watercraft registration fee authorized under R12-4-504. 

C. If made available by the Department, the owner of a registered watercraft may obtain a duplicate watercraft 

registration or decal by accessing the Department's online system and paying the duplicate watercraft 

registration fee authorized under R12-4-504. 

D. When a request for a watercraft registration renewal or duplicate watercraft registration or decal is submitted by 

mail or online, the Department shall mail the registration or decal, as applicable, to the address of record, unless 

the Department receives a notarized request from the registered owner instructing the Department to mail the 

duplicate registration or decal to another address. 

 

R12-4-504. Watercraft Fees; Penalty for Late Registration; Staggered Registration Schedule 

A. The following fees are required, when applicable as authorized under A.R.S. §§ 5-321 and 5-322: 

1. Motorized watercraft registration fees are assessed as follows: 

a. Twelve feet and less: $20 

b. Twelve feet one inch through sixteen feet: $22 

c. Sixteen feet one inch through twenty feet: $30 

d. Twenty feet one inch through twenty-six feet: $35 

e. Twenty-six feet one inch through thirty-nine feet: $39 

f. Thirty-nine feet one inch through sixty-four feet: $44 

g. Sixty-four feet one inch and over: $66 

h. For the purposes of this subsection, the length of the motorized watercraft shall be measured in the 

same manner prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-321(C). 

2. Motorized watercraft transfer fee: $13. 

3. Duplicate motorized watercraft registration: $8. 

4. Duplicate decal: $8. 

5. Watercraft dealer certificate of number: $20. 

6. Abandoned or unreleased watercraft application fee: $100. 

7. Unclaimed towed watercraft application fee: $100. 

B. The Department or its agent shall collect the entire registration fee for a late registration renewal and a penalty 

fee of $5, unless exempt under A.R.S. § 5-321(L) or the expiration date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or state 

holiday, and the registration is renewed before the close of business on the next working day. The Department 

or its agent shall not assess a penalty fee when a renewal is mailed before the expiration date, as evidenced by 

the postmark. 

C. All new watercraft registrations expire 12 months after the date of issue. 

D. Resident and nonresident watercraft registration renewals: 

1. Shall be valid for a period of 7 to 18 months depending on the expiration month. 

a. This provision applies to the initial renewal period only. 
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b. The Department shall prorate fees accordingly. 

2. May be renewed up to six months prior to the expiration month. 

3. Shall expire on the last day of the month indicated by the last two numeric digits of the AZ number, as 

shown in the following table: 

Last two numeric digits of AZ number Expiration month 

00 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 December 

01 13 25 37 49 61 73 85 97 January 

02 14 26 38 50 62 74 86 98 February 

03 15 27 39 51 63 75 87 99 March 

04 16 28 40 52 64 76 88 
 

April 

05 17 29 41 53 65 77 89 
 

May 

06 18 30 42 54 66 78 90 
 

June 

07 19 31 43 55 67 79 91 
 

July 

08 20 32 44 56 68 80 92 
 

August 

09 21 33 45 57 69 81 93 
 

September 

10 22 34 46 58 70 82 94 
 

October 

11 23 35 47 59 71 83 95 
 

November 

E. Watercraft dealer, manufacturer, and governmental use registration renewals expire on October 31 of each year. 

F. Livery and all other commercial use registration renewals expire on November 30 of each year. 

 

R12-4-505. Hull Identification Numbers 

A. The Department shall not register a watercraft without a hull identification number. 

B. The Department shall verify watercraft manufactured after November 1, 1972 have a primary hull identification 

number that complies with the requirements established under 33 C.F.R. 181, subpart C. The Department shall 

assign a hull identification number when the watercraft hull identification number does not meet the 

requirements established under 33 C.F.R. 181, subpart C. 

C. The hull identification number shall be fully visible and unobstructed at all times. Watercraft manufactured 

prior to August 1, 1984 are exempt from this requirement provided the obstruction is original equipment and 

was attached by the manufacturer. 

D. The Department shall assign a hull identification number to a watercraft with a missing hull identification 

number only if the Department determines: 

1. The hull identification number was not intentionally or illegally removed or altered, unless the application 

is accompanied by an order of forfeiture, order of seizure, or other civil process; 

2. The missing hull identification number was caused by error of the manufacturer or a government 
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jurisdiction; or 

3. The watercraft is a homemade watercraft as defined under R12-4-501. 

E. The Department may assign a hull identification number within 30 days of receipt of a valid application, as 

described under R12-4-502. 

F. The Department may accept a bill of sale presented with a missing or nonconforming hull identification number 

for registration purposes only when: 

1. The hull identification number matches the nonconforming hull identification number on the watercraft; 

2. Supporting evidence exists that the seller is the owner of the watercraft; 

3. The watercraft is homemade and does not have a hull identification number; or 

4. The watercraft was manufactured prior to November 1, 1972. 

G. Within 30 days of issuance, the applicant or registered owner shall: 

1. Burn, carve, stamp, emboss, mold, bond, or otherwise permanently affix each hull identification number to 

a non-removable part of the watercraft in a manner that ensures any alteration, removal, or replacement will 

be obvious. 

2. Ensure the characters of each hull identification number affixed to the watercraft are no less than 1/4 inch 

in height. 

3. Permanently affix the hull identification number as follows: 

a. On watercraft with transoms, affix the hull identification number to the right or starboard side of the 

transom within two inches of the top of the transom or hull/deck joint, whichever is lower. 

b. On watercraft without a transom, affix the hull identification number to the starboard outboard side of 

the hull, back or aft within one foot of the stern and within two inches of the top of the hull, gunwale, 

or hull/deck joint, whichever is lower. 

c. On a catamaran or pontoon boat, affix the hull identification number on the aft crossbeam within one 

foot of the starboard hull attachment. 

d. As close as possible to the applicable location established under subsections (a), (b), or (c) when rails, 

fittings, or other accessories obscure the visibility of the hull identification number. 

e. Affix a duplicate of the visibly affixed hull identification number in an unexposed location on a 

permanent part of the hull. 

4. Certify to the Department that the hull identification number was permanently affixed to the watercraft. 

The certification statement is furnished by the Department when a hull identification number is issued. The 

certification statement shall include the location of the permanently affixed hull identification number. 

 

R12-4-506. Invalidation of Watercraft Registration and Decals 

A. Any watercraft registration obtained by fraud or misrepresentation is invalid from the date of issuance. 

B. A certificate of number and any decals issued by the Department under R12-4-502 are invalid if any one of the 

following occurs: 

1. Any check, money order, or other currency certificate presented to the Department for payment of 
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watercraft registration or renewal is found to be non-negotiable; 

2. Any person whose name appears on the certificate of number loses ownership of the watercraft by legal 

process; 

3. Arizona is no longer the state of principal operation; 

4. The watercraft is documented by the U.S. Coast Guard; 

5. An applicant provides incomplete or incorrect information to the Department and fails to provide the 

correct information within 30 days after a request by the Department; 

6. The Department revokes the certificate of number, AZ numbers, and decals as provided under A.R.S. § 5-

391(I); 

7. The Department or its agent erroneously issued a certificate of number or any decals; 

8. A watercraft bearing a dealer registration is used for any purpose not authorized under R12-4-502(E); or 

9. A watercraft registered or used as a livery is operated in violation of A.R.S. § 5-371 or R12-4-514. 

C. A person shall surrender the invalid certificate of number and decals to the Department within 15 calendar days 

of receiving written determination from the Department that the certificate of number or decals are invalid, 

unless the person appeals the Department’s determination to the Commission as prescribed under A.R.S. Title 

41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

D. The Department shall not validate or renew an invalid watercraft registration or decals until the reason for 

invalidity is corrected or no longer exists. 

 

R12-4-507. Transfer of Ownership of an Abandoned or Unreleased Watercraft 

A. A person who has knowledge and custody of a watercraft abandoned on private property owned by that person 

may attempt to obtain ownership of the watercraft by way of the abandoned watercraft transfer process. A 

lienholder of foreclosed real property may assign an agent to act on its behalf. 

B. The last registered owner of an abandoned or unreleased watercraft is presumed to be responsible for the 

watercraft, unless the watercraft is reported stolen. 

C. The operator of a self-storage facility located in this state and having a possessory lien shall comply with the 

requirements prescribed under A.R.S. Title 33, Chapter 15, Article 1 when attempting to obtain ownership of a 

watercraft abandoned while in storage. 

D. A person having a possessory lien under a written agreement shall comply with the requirements prescribed 

under A.R.S. Title 33, Chapter 7, Article 6 when attempting to obtain ownership of a watercraft for which 

repairs or service fees remain unpaid. 

E. Only a person acting within the scope of official duties as an employee or authorized agent of a government 

agency may order the removal of a watercraft abandoned on public property or a public waterway. 

F. A person seeking ownership of an abandoned or unreleased watercraft shall submit an application to the 

Department and pay the fee established under R12-4-504. The application is furnished by the Department and 

available at any Department office. The application shall include the following information, if available: 

1. Hull identification number, unless exempt under R12-4-505; 
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2. Registration number; 

3. Decal number; 

4. State of registration; 

5. Year of registration; 

6. Name, address, and daytime telephone number of the person who found the watercraft; 

7. For abandoned watercraft: 

a. Address or description of the location where the watercraft was found, 

b. Whether the watercraft was abandoned on private or public property, and 

c. When applicable, for watercraft abandoned on private property, whether the applicant is the legal 

owner of the property; 

8. Condition of the watercraft: wrecked, stripped, or intact; 

9. State in which the watercraft will be operated; 

10. Length of time the watercraft was abandoned; 

11. Reason why the applicant believes the watercraft is abandoned; and 

12. Signature of the applicant, acknowledged before a Notary Public or witnessed by a Department employee. 

G. This state and its agencies, employees, and agents are not liable for relying in good faith on the contents of the 

application. 

H. The Department shall attempt to determine the name and address of the registered owner by: 

1. Conducting a search of its watercraft database when documentation indicates the watercraft was previously 

registered in this state, or 

2. Requesting the watercraft record from the other state when documentation indicates the watercraft was 

previously registered in another state. 

I. If the Department is able to determine the name and address of the registered owner, the Department shall send 

written notice of the applicant’s attempt to register the watercraft to the owner by certified mail, return receipt 

requested. 

1. If service is successful or upon receipt of a response from the registered owner, the Department shall send 

the following written notification to the applicant, as appropriate: 

a. If the registered owner provides a written release of interest in the watercraft, the Department shall 

mail the release of interest and an abandoned or unreleased watercraft approval letter to the applicant. 

The applicant shall apply for watercraft registration in compliance with the requirements established 

under R12-4-502. 

b. If the registered owner provides written notice to the Department refusing to release interest in the 

watercraft, the Department shall notify the applicant of the owner’s refusal. The Department shall not 

register the watercraft to the applicant unless the applicant provides proof of ownership and complies 

with the requirements established under R12-4-502. 

c. If the registered owner does not respond to the notice in writing within 30 days from the date of 

receipt, the Department shall notify the applicant of the owner's failure to respond. The Department 
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shall not register the watercraft to the applicant unless the applicant provides proof of ownership and 

complies with the requirements established under R12-4-502. 

d. If the registered owner does not respond to the notice within 180 days from the date of receipt of the 

notice, this failure to act shall constitute a waiver of interest in the watercraft by any person having an 

interest in the watercraft, and the watercraft shall be deemed abandoned for all purposes. The 

Department shall mail an abandoned or unreleased watercraft approval letter to the applicant. The 

applicant shall apply for watercraft registration in compliance with the requirements established under 

R12-4-502. 

2. If the written notice is returned unclaimed or refused, the Department shall notify the applicant within 15 

days of the notice being returned that the attempt to contact the registered owner was unsuccessful. 

J. If the Department is unable to identify or serve the registered owner, the Department shall post a notice of intent 

on the Department's website within 45 days of the Department’s notification to the applicant as provided in 

subsection (I)(2). 

1. The notice shall include a statement of the Department’s intent to transfer ownership of the watercraft ten 

days after the date of posting, unless the Department receives notice from the registered owner refusing to 

release interest in the watercraft within that ten-day period following posting. 

2. If the watercraft remains unclaimed after the ten-day period, the Department shall mail an abandoned or 

unreleased watercraft approval letter to the applicant. The applicant shall apply for watercraft registration in 

compliance with the requirements established under R12-4-502. 

K. A government agency may submit an application for authorization to dispose of a junk watercraft abandoned on 

state or federal lands or waterways. The application is furnished by the Department and is available at any 

Department Office. Upon receipt of the application, the Department shall attempt to determine the name and 

address of the registered owner. If the Department is unable to identify and serve the registered owner, the 

Department shall publish a notice of intent to authorize the disposal of the junk watercraft as described in under 

subsection (J). 

1. The published notice shall include a statement of the Department’s intent to authorize the disposal of the 

watercraft ten days after the date of publication, unless the Department receives notice from the registered 

owner refusing to release interest in the watercraft within that ten-day period following publication. 

2. If the watercraft remains unclaimed after the ten-day period, the Department shall mail an authorization to 

dispose of the junk watercraft to the government agency. The government agency may dispose of the 

abandoned watercraft and all indicia for that watercraft in any manner the agency determines expedient or 

convenient. 

 

R12-4-509. Watercraft Dealers; Agents 

A. The Department may authorize a watercraft dealer to act as an agent on behalf of the Department for the 

purpose of issuing temporary certificates of number valid for 45 days for new or used watercraft, provided: 

1. The applicant’s previous authority to act as a watercraft agent under A.R.S. § 5-321(I) has not been 
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canceled by the Department within the preceding 24 months, and 

2. The applicant is a business located and operating within this state and sells watercraft. 

B. An applicant seeking watercraft agent authorization shall submit an application to the Department. The 

application is furnished by the Department and available at the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 5000 W. 

Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086. The applicant shall provide the following information on the 

application: 

1. Principal business or corporation name, address, and telephone number or if not a corporation, the full 

name, address, and telephone number of all owners or partners; 

2. Name, address, and telephone number of the owner or manager responsible for compliance with this 

Section; 

3. Whether the applicant has previously issued temporary certificates of number under A.R.S. § 5-321(I); 

4. All of the following information specific to the location from which new watercraft are to be sold and 

temporary certificates of number issued: 

a. Name of owner or manager; 

b. Business hours; 

c. Business telephone number; 

d. Business type; 

e. Storefront name; and 

f. Street address; 

5. Manufacturers of the watercraft to be sold; and 

6. Signature of person named under subsection (B)(2). 

C. The Department shall either approve or deny the application within the licensing time-frame established under 

R12-4-106. 

D. Authorization to act as a watercraft agent is specific to the dealer’s business location designated on the 

application and approved by the Department, unless the dealer is participating in a boat show for the purpose of 

selling watercraft. 

E. The watercraft agent shall: 

1. Use the assigned watercraft agent number when issuing a temporary certificate of number, 

2. Use the online application system and forms supplied by the Department; and 

3. Collect the appropriate fee as prescribed under R12-4-504 and R12-4-527. 

F. A watercraft agent is prohibited from issuing a temporary certificate of number for a watercraft when: 

1. The watercraft is involved in legal proceedings such as, but not limited to, a marital dissolution, probate, or 

bankruptcy proceeding; 

2. The watercraft is abandoned or unreleased; 

4. The watercraft is homemade; or 

5. The watercraft has a nonconforming HIN. 

G. A watercraft agent issuing a temporary certificate of number to the purchaser of a watercraft shall comply with 
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all the following: 

1. The watercraft agent shall obtain a completed application that complies with the requirements established 

under R12-4-502. 

2. The watercraft agent shall identify to the applicant the state registration fee and the nonresident boating 

safety infrastructure fee, when applicable, separately from any other costs. 

3. The fees collected under subsection (E)(3) shall be submitted electronically to the Department prior to the 

submission of the documentation required under subsection (G)(4). 

4. Within five business days of issuing a temporary certificate of number, a watercraft agent shall deliver or 

mail the following documentation to the Arizona Game and Fish Department, Watercraft Agent 

Representative, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ 85086: 

a. For a new watercraft: 

i. Original application; 

ii. Original or copy of the bill of sale issued by the watercraft agent; and 

iii. Original certificate of origin; 

b. For a used watercraft: 

i. Original application; 

ii. Original or copy of the bill of sale issued by the watercraft agent; 

iii. Ownership document, such as but not limited to a title, bill of sale, letter of gift or U.S. Coast 

Guard letter of deletion when the watercraft was previously documented by the U.S. Coast Guard; 

and 

iv. Lien release, when applicable. 

H. The Department may cancel the watercraft agent's authorization if the agent does any one of the following: 

1. Fails to comply with the requirements established under this Article; 

2. Submits more than one electronic payment dishonored because of insufficient funds, payments stopped, or 

closed accounts to the Department within a calendar year; 

3. Predates, postdates, alters, or provides or knowingly allows false information to be provided on an 

application for a temporary certificate of number; or 

4. Falsifies the application for authorization as a watercraft agent. 

I. The Department shall provide a written notice to the person stating the reason for the denial or cancellation of 

watercraft agent status, as applicable. The person may appeal the denial or cancellation to the Commission as 

prescribed under A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

 

R12-4-510. Refund of Fees Paid in Error 

A. The Department shall issue a refund for watercraft registration fees paid and, when applicable, the Nonresident 

Boating Safety Infrastructure fee when: 

1. The registered owner has erroneously paid those fees twice for the same watercraft; 

2. The registered owner has erroneously paid those fees for a watercraft that has already been sold to another 
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individual; or 

3. The registered owner registered the watercraft in error. 

B. To request a refund of fees paid in error, the person applying for the refund shall surrender all of the following 

to the Department: 

1. Original certificate of number; 

2. Registration decals; and 

3. Nonresident Boating Safety Infrastructure Decal, when applicable. 

C. A person requesting a refund of fees shall submit the request to the Department within 30 calendar days of the 

date the payment was received by the Department. 

D. The Department shall not refund: 

1. A late registration penalty fee. 

2. A fee collected by an authorized third-party provider. A person who paid their watercraft registration fee to 

a third-party provider shall request a refund of fees from that third-party provider. 

 

R12-4-511. Personal Flotation Devices 

A. For the purpose of this Section, "wear" means: 

1. The personal flotation device is worn according to the manufacturer’s design or recommended use; 

2. All of the device’s closures are fastened, snapped, tied, zipped, or secured according to the manufacturer’s 

design or recommended use; and 

3. The device is adjusted for a snug fit. 

B. The operator of a canoe, kayak, or other watercraft shall ensure the watercraft is equipped with at least one 

correctly-sized, U.S. Coast Guard-approved, wearable personal flotation device that is in good and serviceable 

condition for each person on board the watercraft. The operator of any watercraft shall also ensure the wearable 

personal flotation devices on board the watercraft are readily accessible and available for immediate use. 

C. In addition to the personal flotation devices described under subsection (B), the operator of a watercraft that is 

16 feet or more in length shall ensure the watercraft is also equipped with a U.S. Coast Guard-approved 

throwable personal flotation device: buoyant cushion, ring buoy, or horseshoe buoy. Canoes and kayaks are not 

subject to this subsection. 

D. The operator of a watercraft shall ensure a person twelve years of age or under on board a watercraft shall wear 

a U.S. Coast Guard approved wearable personal flotation device whenever the watercraft is underway. 

E. The operator of a personal watercraft shall ensure each person aboard the personal watercraft is wearing a 

wearable personal flotation device approved by the U.S. Coast Guard whenever the personal watercraft is 

underway. 

F. Subsections (B), (C), and (D) do not apply to the operation of a racing shell or rowing skull during competitive 

racing or supervised training, if the racing shell or rowing skull is manually propelled, recognized by a national 

or international association for use in competitive racing, and designed to carry and does carry only equipment 

used solely for competitive racing. 
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R12-4-513. Watercraft Incident and Casualty Reports 

A. The operator or owner of a watercraft involved in any collision, incident or other casualty resulting in injury, 

death, or property damage exceeding $500 shall submit the report required under A.R.S. § 5-349 to the 

Department. The report shall be made on a form furnished by the Department or provided by the law 

enforcement officer investigating the collision, incident, or other casualty. The operator or owner of the 

watercraft shall complete the form in full and clearly identify on the form any information that is either not 

applicable or unknown. The operator or owner of the watercraft submitting the report shall provide all of the 

information required under 33 C.F.R. 173.57. 

B. The person completing the form shall deliver, mail, or email the form to the Arizona Game and Fish 

Department, Law Enforcement Branch at 5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086 or 

BoatAccidentReporting@azgfd.gov, as applicable. 

C. The operator or owner of a watercraft involved in any collision, incident or other casualty resulting in injury or 

death shall submit the report to the Department no later than 48 hours after the incident. 

D. The operator or owner of a watercraft involved in any collision, incident or other casualty resulting only in 

property damage exceeding $500 shall submit the report to the Department no later than five days after the 

incident. 

 

R12-4-514. Liveries 

A. A person who rents, leases, or offers any watercraft for compensation, with or without an operator, for 

recreational, non-commercial use shall register the watercraft as a livery as established under R12-4-502. 

B. A watercraft owned by a boat livery that requires registration and does not have the certificate of number on 

board shall be identified while in use by means of a: 

1. Placard or some other form of display that is affixed to the watercraft and is visible when the watercraft is 

underway. The placard or other form of display shall indicate the business name and current phone number 

of the livery. 

2. Receipt provided by the livery to the person operating the rented watercraft. The receipt shall contain the 

following information: 

a. Business name and address of the livery as shown on the certificate of number, 

b. Watercraft registration number as issued by the Department, 

c. Beginning date and time of the rental period, and 

d. Written acknowledgment on the receipt of compliance with the requirements prescribed under A.R.S. § 

5-371, signed by both the livery operator or their agent and the renter. 

C. A person operating a rented or leased watercraft or operating a passenger for hire watercraft shall carry the 

registration or receipt onboard and produce it upon request to any peace officer. 

D. Failure to comply with the requirements prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-371 and this Section may result in the 

invalidation of the watercraft registration and decals as provided under A.R.S. § 5-391(A) and R12-4-506. 
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R12-4-515. Display of AZ Numbers and Registration Decals 

A. A person shall not use, operate, moor, anchor, or grant permission to use, operate, moor, or anchor a watercraft 

on the boundaries of this state unless such watercraft displays a valid number and current registration decal in 

the manner established under subsection (B). This Section does not apply to undocumented watercraft 

displaying a valid temporary numbering certificate authorized under R12-4-509 or exempt under A.R.S. § 5-

322. 

B. The owner of a watercraft shall display the AZ number and registration decals as follows: 

1. The AZ numbers shall: 

a. Be clearly visible and painted on or attached to each exterior side of the forward half of a non-

removable portion of the watercraft; 

b. Be in a color that contrasts with the watercraft’s background color so as to be easily read from a 

distance; 

c. Include the letters "AZ" and the suffix, separated by a hyphen or equivalent space between the letters 

"AZ" and the suffix; and 

d. Read from left to right in well-proportioned block letters that are not less than three inches in height, 

excluding outline. 

2. The registration decals shall be affixed three inches in front of "AZ" on both sides of the forward half of a 

non-removable portion of the watercraft. 

C. On watercraft so constructed that it is impractical or impossible to display the AZ numbers in a prominent 

position on the forward half of the hull or permanent superstructure, the AZ numbers may be displayed on 

brackets or fixtures securely attached to the forward half of the watercraft. 

D. Persons possessing a dealer watercraft certificate of number issued under A.R.S. § 5-322(F) shall visibly display 

the AZ numbers and validating registration decals as established under this Section, except that the numbers and 

decals may be printed or attached to temporary, removable signs that are securely attached to the watercraft 

being demonstrated. 

E. Expired registration decals issued by any jurisdiction shall be covered or removed from the watercraft, so that 

only the current registration decals are visible. 

F. Invalid watercraft AZ numbers and registration decals shall not be displayed on any watercraft. The owner of 

the watercraft shall surrender the AZ numbers and registration decals to the Department in compliance with 

R12-4-506(C). 

 

R12-4-517. Watercraft Motor and Engine Restrictions 

A. A person operating a motorized watercraft on the following waters shall only use an electric motor not 

exceeding 10 manufacturer-rated horsepower: 

1. Ackre Lake 

2. Bear Canyon Lake 
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3. Bunch Reservoir 

4. Carnero Lake 

5. Chaparral Park Lake 

6. Cluff Ponds 

7. Coconino Reservoir 

8. Coors Lake 

9. Dankworth Pond 

10. Dogtown Reservoir 

11. Fortuna Lake 

12. Goldwater Lake 

13. Granite Basin Lake 

14. Horsethief Basin Lake 

15. Hulsey Lake 

16. J.D. Dam Lake 

17. Knoll Lake 

18. Lee Valley Lake 

19. McKellips Park Lake 

20. Pratt Lake 

21. Quigley Lake 

22. Redondo Lake 

23. Riggs Flat Lake 

24. Roper Lake 

25. Santa Fe Lake 

26. Scott’s Reservoir 

27. Sierra Blanca Lake 

28. Soldier Lake (in Coconino County) 

29. Stehr Lake 

30. Stoneman Lake 

31. Tunnel Reservoir 

32. Whitehorse Lake 

33. Willow Valley Lake 

34. Woodland Reservoir 

35. Woods Canyon Lake 

B. A person operating a motorized watercraft on the following waters shall use only a single electric motor or a 

single gasoline engine not exceeding 10 manufacturer-rated horsepower: 

1. Arivaca Lake 

2. Ashurst Lake 
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3. Becker Lake 

4. Big Lake 

5. Black Canyon Lake 

6. Blue Ridge Reservoir 

7. Cataract Lake 

8. Chevelon Canyon Lake 

9. Cholla Lake Hot Pond 

10. Concho Lake 

11. Crescent Lake  

12. Fool Hollow Lake 

13. Kaibab Lake 

14. Kinnikinick Lake 

15. Little Mormon Lake 

16. Lower Lake Mary 

17. Luna Lake 

18. Lynx Lake 

19. Marshall Lake 

20. Mexican Hay Lake 

21. Nelson Reservoir 

22. Parker Canyon Lake 

23. Peña Blanca Lake 

24. Rainbow Lake 

25. River Reservoir 

26. Show Low Lake 

27. Whipple Lake 

28. White Mountain Lake (in Apache County) 

29. Willow Springs Lake 

C. A person shall not operate a watercraft on Frye Mesa Reservoir, Rose Canyon Lake, or Snow Flat Lake, except 

as authorized under subsection (D). 

D. A person who possesses a valid use permit issued by the U.S. Forest Service may operate a non-motorized 

watercraft only on Rose Canyon Lake on any Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday during June and July from 

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mountain Time Zone. This subsection does not exempt the person from complying with 

all applicable requirements imposed by federal or state laws, rules, regulations, or orders. 

E. This Section does not apply to watercraft of governmental agencies or to Department-approved emergency 

standby watercraft operated by lake concessionaires if operating to address public safety or public welfare. 

 

R12-4-520. Arizona Aids to Navigation System 
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A. The Arizona aids to navigation system is the same as that prescribed under 33 C.F.R. 62, revised July 1, 2014, 

which is incorporated by reference in this Section. The incorporated material is available at any Department 

office, online at www.gpoaccess.gov, or may be ordered from the U.S. Government Printing Office, 

Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 979050, St. Louis, MO 63197-9000. This Section does not include any 

later amendments or editions of the incorporated material. 

B. A person shall not mark the waterways or their shorelines in this state with mooring buoys, regulatory markers, 

aids to navigation, lights, or other types of permitted waterway marking devices, without authorization from the 

governmental agency or the private interest having jurisdiction on such waters. 

C. A person shall not moor or fasten a watercraft to any marker not intended for mooring, or willfully damage, 

tamper with, remove, obstruct, or interfere with any aid to navigation, regulatory marker or other type of 

permitted waterway marking devices, except in the performance of authorized maintenance responsibilities or 

as authorized under R12-4-518 or this Section. 

D. If a government agency or private interest has not exercised its authority to control watercraft within its 

jurisdiction under A.R.S. § 5-361, or if waters are directly under the jurisdiction of the Commission, the 

Department has the authority to control watercraft within that jurisdiction in accordance with the following 

guidelines: 

1. The Department may place controlled-use markers only where controlled operation of watercraft is 

necessary to protect life, property, or habitat, and shall move or remove the markers only if the need for the 

protection changes. 

2. The restrictions imposed are clearly communicated to the public by wording on the markers, such as those 

defined under R12-4-501. 

E. A governmental agency, excluding federal agencies with jurisdiction over federal navigable waterways, has the 

authority to control watercraft within that jurisdiction in accordance with the following guidelines: 

1. A government agency may place controlled-use markers only where controlled operation of watercraft is 

necessary to protect life, property, or habitat, and shall move or remove the markers only if the need for the 

protection changes. 

2. The restrictions imposed are clearly communicated to the public by wording on the markers, such as those 

defined under R12-4-501. 

F. Any person may request establishment, change, or removal of controlled-use markers on waters under the 

jurisdiction of the Commission or on waters not under the jurisdiction of another government agency by 

submitting a written request providing the reasons for the request to the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 

5000 W. Carefree Hwy, Phoenix, AZ 85086. 

1. The Department shall either approve or deny the request within 60 days of receipt. 

2. A person may appeal the Department's denial of a request to the Commission as an appealable agency 

action under A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 

 

R12-4-521. Repeal 
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R12-4-522. Repeal 

 

R12-4-524. Towed Water Sports 

A. An operator of a watercraft shall ensure an observer is on duty at all times when a person is being towed behind 

the watercraft or is surfing a wake created by the watercraft. The observer shall: 

1. Be twelve years of age or older; 

2. Be physically capable and mentally competent to act as an observer; and 

3. Continually observe the person or persons being towed behind the watercraft or surfing a wake created by 

the watercraft. 

B. The operator of a watercraft shall ensure a person being towed behind the watercraft or riding a wake created by 

the watercraft is wearing a wearable personal flotation device approved by the U.S. Coast Guard whenever the 

watercraft is underway. This subsection applies to any contrivance designed for or used to tow a person behind 

a watercraft or ride the wake created by a watercraft regardless of whether or not the contrivance is attached to 

the watercraft. This includes, but is not limited to, boards, discs, hydrofoils, kites, inflatables, and water skis. 

C. A person shall not operate a watercraft while a person is holding onto or is physically attached to any transom 

structure of the watercraft, including but not limited to a swim platform, swim deck, swim step, and swim 

ladder. This subsection does not apply to a person who is: 

1. Assisting with docking or departure activities, 

2. Exiting or entering the watercraft, or 

3. Engaging in law enforcement or emergency rescue activity. 

 

R12-4-526. Unlawful Mooring 

A. A person, as defined under A.R.S. § 5-301, shall not moor, anchor, fasten to the shore, or otherwise secure a 

watercraft in any public body of water for more than 14 days within any period of 28 consecutive days unless: 

1. The waters are a special anchorage area as defined under A.R.S. § 5-301, 

2. Authorized for private dock or moorage, or 

3. Authorized by the government agency or private interest having jurisdiction over the waters. 

B. A person shall remove an abandoned or submerged watercraft from public waters within 72 hours of notice by 

registered mail or personal service of notice to remove such watercraft. 

C. The owner of any abandoned watercraft shall be responsible for all towing and storage fees resulting from the 

removal of the watercraft from public waters. 

 

R12-4-527. Transfer of Ownership of a Towed Watercraft 

A. For the purpose of this Section, "towed watercraft" means a watercraft that has been impounded by or is in the 

possession of a towing company located in this state. 

B. Within 15 days of impounding a watercraft, a towing company shall submit a request to the Department for 

watercraft registration information as prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-324 and in compliance with A.R.S. § 5-399. 
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The towing company shall present the towed watercraft to the closest Department office for identification if 

there is no discernible hull identification number or state-issued registration number. 

C. Within 15 days of receiving the watercraft registration information from the Department, the towing company 

shall provide written notification by certified mail return receipt requested to the owner and lienholder, if 

known, of the watercraft's location. 

D. If a watercraft remains unclaimed after mailing the notice required under subsection (C) of this Section, the 

towing company shall submit all of the following to the Department within 15 days of sending the written 

notification to the owner and lienholder, when known: 

1. Evidence of compliance with notification requirements prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-399 and subsection 

(C); 

2. A report on a form furnished by the Department and available at any Department office. The form shall 

include all of the following information: 

a. Name of towing company; 

b. Towing company’s business address; 

c. Towing company’s business telephone number; 

d. Towing company’s Arizona Department of Public Safety tow truck permit number; 

e. Towed watercraft’s hull identification number; 

f. Towed watercraft’s state-issued registration number, registration decal, and year of expiration; 

g. Towed watercraft’s trailer license number, if available; 

h. State and year of trailer registration, if available; 

i. Towed watercraft’s color and manufacturer; 

j. Towed watercraft’s condition, whether intact, stripped, damaged, or burned, along with a description 

of any damage; 

k. Date the watercraft was towed; 

l. Location from which the towed watercraft was removed; 

m. Entity that ordered the removal of the towed watercraft, and if a law enforcement agency, include 

officer badge number, jurisdiction, and copy of report or towing invoice; 

n. Location where the towed watercraft is stored; and 

o. Name and signature of towing company’s authorized representative; and 

3. The unclaimed towed watercraft application fee authorized under A.R.S. § 5-399.03(2) and established 

under R12-4-504. 

E. The towing company shall notify the Department within 24 hours if the watercraft is released, returned to, 

redeemed, or repossessed by the owner, lienholder, or by a person identified in the Department's record as 

having an interest in the watercraft. 

F. If the Department is unsuccessful in its attempt to identify or contact the registered owner or lienholder of the 

towed watercraft and has determined the towed watercraft is not stolen, the towing company shall: 

1. Follow the application procedures established under A.R.S. § 5-399.02(B), and 
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2. Apply for watercraft registration as established under R12-4-502. 

G. A towing company that obtains ownership of a watercraft pursuant to A.R.S. § 5-399.02 and this Section shall 

maintain the following records for a period of three years from the date the Department transferred ownership 

of the towed watercraft: 

1. The request made pursuant to A.R.S. § 5-324. 

2. The notification provided pursuant to A.R.S. § 5-399. 

3. The application for transfer of ownership pursuant to A.R.S. § 5-399.02. 

4. Any other documents required by the Department. 

 

R12-4-529. Nonresident Boating Safety Infrastructure Fees; Proof of Payment 

A. Before placing that watercraft on the waterways of this State, a nonresident owner of a recreational watercraft 

who establishes this State as the state of principal operation shall pay the applicable Nonresident Boating Safety 

Infrastructure Fee (NBSIF) as authorized under A.R.S. §§ 5-326 and 5-327: 

1. Twelve feet and less: $80 

2. Twelve feet one inch through sixteen feet: $88 

3. Sixteen feet one inch through twenty feet: $192 

4. Twenty feet one inch through twenty-six feet: $224 

5. Twenty-six feet one inch through thirty-nine feet: $253 

6. Thirty-nine feet one inch through sixty-four feet: $286 

7. Sixty-four feet one inch and over: $429 

8. For the purposes of this subsection, the length of the motorized watercraft shall be measured in the same 

manner prescribed under A.R.S. § 5-321(C). 

B. The nonresident recreational watercraft owner shall carry and display proof of payment of the fee while the 

watercraft is underway, moored, or anchored on the waterways of this State. Acceptable proof of payment 

includes any one of the following: 

1. A current Arizona Watercraft Certificate of Number indicating the NBSIF was paid, 

2. A current Arizona Watercraft Temporary Certificate of Number indicating the NBSIF was paid, or 

3. A current Arizona Watercraft Registration Decal indicating the NBSIF was paid. 

 

R12-4-530. Authorized Third-party Providers; Agents 

A. The Department may enter into a contract with a private entity to perform limited or specific services on behalf 

of the Department in accordance with State procurement laws and rules. 

1. The Department may authorize a person to be a third-party provider. An authorized third-party provider 

shall meet the requirements established by the Department and shall be selected through a competitive bid 

process. 

2. The Department may authorize a third-party provider to perform any one or more of the following services: 

a. Watercraft transfer. 
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b. Watercraft registration renewal. 

c. Duplicate watercraft registration and decal. 

d. New watercraft registration. 

B. A person shall not engage in any business pursuant to this Section unless the Department authorizes the person 

to engage in the business. 

C. The Department shall establish minimum quality standards of service and a quality assurance program for 

authorized third-party providers to ensure that an authorized third-party provider is complying with the 

minimum standards.  

D. The Department may: 

1. Conduct investigations. 

2. Conduct audits. 

3. Make on-site inspections in compliance with A.R.S. § 41-1009. 

4. Require an authorized third-party or employees or agents of an authorized third-party be certified to 

perform the services prescribed in this Article.  

E. An authorized third-party provider shall remit to the Department all fees established under R12-4-504 and R12-

4-529 it collects. 

1. An authorized third-party provider may collect and retain a reasonable and commensurate fee for its 

services. 

2. Each authorized third-party provider that holds itself out as providing services to the public shall identify to 

the applicant the Department’s registration fee and the nonresident boating safety infrastructure fee, when 

applicable, separately from any other costs. 

F. A third-party who is authorized pursuant to this Section shall: 

1. Maintain records in a form and manner prescribed by the Department. 

2. Allow access to the records during regular business hours to authorized representatives of the Department 

or any law enforcement agency to ensure compliance with all applicable statutes and rules. 

G. The Department may suspend or cancel an authorization or certification, or both, granted pursuant to this 

Section if the Department determines that the third-party provider or certificate holder has done any of the 

following: 

1. Made a material misrepresentation or misstatement in the application for authorization or certification. 

2. Has been convicted of fraud or a watercraft related felony in any state or jurisdiction of the U.S. within the 

ten years immediately preceding the date a criminal records check is complete. 

3. Has been convicted of a felony, other than a felony described in subsection (2), in any state or jurisdiction 

of the U.S. within the five years immediately preceding the date a criminal records check is complete. 

4. Violated a rule or policy adopted by the Department. 

5. Failed to keep and maintain records required by this Section. 

6. Failed to remit to the Department all fees established under R12-4-504 and R12-4-529 it collects. 

7. Allowed an unauthorized person to engage in any business pursuant to this Section. 
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K. If the Department has reasonable grounds to believe that a certificate holder or other person employed by an 

authorized third-party provider has committed a serious violation, the Department may order a summary 

suspension of the third provider's authorization granted pursuant to this Section pending formal suspension or 

cancellation proceedings. For the purposes of this subsection, "serious violation" means: 

1. Watercraft registration fraud. 

2. Improper disclosure of personal information. 

3. Bribery. 

4. Theft. 

L. On determining that grounds for suspension or cancellation of an authorization or certification, or both, exist, 

the Department shall give written notice to the third-party provider or certificate holder to appear at a hearing 

before the Department to show cause why the authorization or certification should not be suspended or 

canceled. 

1. After consideration of the evidence presented at the hearing, the Department shall serve notice of the 

finding and order to the third-party or certificate holder. 

2. If a third-party authorization or a certification is suspended or canceled, the third-party or certificate holder 

may appeal the decision pursuant to A.R.S. Title 41, Chapter 6, Article 10. 


