JBJECTIVISM FOR
VERYDAY LIVING



DO | WANT FROM LIFE?
How do I get it?



5, extreme trials, people
hard work, the pleasures
1ievement, frustration, uncertain success,

, but no guilt, and lots of fun along the way

udgery, not a party, but an adventure
Life never gets boring, dull, or insipid
Everlasting youth (in spirit)

Get ready for some serious introspection



WO stopped your adventure?

iefs of others around me/ myself
_ pias against what I wanted

ents (they can k
ive influences/

both positive as well as
olockers”)

1g children — then life becomes a duty

| fong marriage,/ relationship

o ] y boss at work is an absolute bastard/ bitch
1 Wrong career choice...now I'm doomed

m Lack of a dream to follow



H0W.dOo you restart?

_ an adventure.
ere is but one life, this one,
1 earth. It is not over yet.
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u believe in God, Andrei? No. Neither do I. But
avourite question of mine. An upside-down
you know. What do you mean? Well, if I
whether they believed in life, they'd
ind what I meant. It's a bad question. It
1 that it really means nothing. So I
hem if they believe in God. And if they say they
-3'."‘: I knO th

ey don't believe in life. Why?

use, you see, God —whatever anyone chooses to

:0d —is one's highest conception of the highest

le. And whoever places his highest conception

nis own possibility thinks very little of himself

*s life. It's a rare gitt, you know, to feel reverence
o your own life and to want the best, the greatest, the

highest possible, here, now, for your very own. To

imagine a heaven and then not to dream of it, but to

demand it.

s Source: We The Living Part One Chapter 9 (Kira)



Industrial Revolution

Fiction
@ Atlas Shrugged

= 645,000 words

A “normal” novel is 100,000
words and occupies 350 pages

- = Equivalent to 2,257 pages
War & Peace 587,287 words

The Fountainhead
---311,596 words

@  We the Living
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e -oundations

independent of wishes, perceptions, and

t identifies and integrates material

1 by he only source of knowledge.
s useless, irreleva ad irrational.
1al code of ethics is possible. It is possible to derive
ode from the quintessential nature of human beings.
being is an end in himself/ herself.

vidual, and no group, has the right to initiate force
ther human beings.

1 Force is permissible in self-defence, and appropriate in a
retaliatory context — provided retaliation is placed under
- objective rules (laws)

7 the

O
-y & ]
5 !




hat's the sin that can't be forgiven -- that I hadn't
t I wanted. It feels so dirty and pointless and
s one feels about insanity, because there's no
ity, nothing but pain -- and wasted
-.Katie, why hey always teach us that it's easy
| evil to do what w  want and that we need discipline
tram ourselves? It's the hardest thing in the world --
hat we want. And it takes the greatest kind of
ge. | mean, what we really want. As I wanted to
- you Not as [ want to sleep with some woman or
get drunk or get my name in the papers. Those things --
they're not even desires -- they're things people do to
escape from desires -- because it's such a big
responsibility, to really want something.”

%

Peter Keating, when realisation hits (The Fountainhead)



d0man Life

In-principle, comprehensible and
level.

re. Humans can, and do
it their requirements.

1 _' a AaDp
ulate nature to

oncrete vision of the novels is —characters
ire of this earth, of this time, and of this

- world — who chase goals, make things happen,
- pursue values, fall in love, make mistakes,

- struggle hard, and often win. They live

" adventurous, exciting lives.



~Basis for Ethics
Jeriving the ought from the is

- U |

THE OUGHT (TO BE)

aS

¢ B  Man qua man (essential attributes of
integratior

survival) — the essence of objectivist
ethics is drawn from this principle

ness (to think or not) is
it's not instinctive, and not Man's life, meaning the life of homo

n unfocussed mind is sapiens with their quintessential
-a sub-human level attributes, is the standard for ethics

k is needed for the pursuit @  Man’s life, meaning one individual’s

| the co choices (therein lies the life and pursuit of happiness, becomes
need for ethics, for morality) the purpose of his/ her set of values
- Pleasure is an affirmative signal, pain @ “Eudaimonia”, the Aristotelian state of
is a negative one. The ultimate value is flourishing, is reached by the

life itself —no life, no values achievement of values



AVing withentically

people who are capable of lying
with a straight face?

: mean cc sive truth-telling

v do you seek more responsibility (at work), or
d responsibility (at home)?

would you deal with a subordinate that

ed to join a rival department/ company?
lappens when you are hurt, angry, or upset?
5 Do you go to parties you would rather not go to?

= Do you give false praise to “friends”?



AVing pu rposefully

mission in life?
»_examined?

m and short-term career
2y change?

? How often do

hard do you work at this?

L ou have relationship goals? Finding or
Keeping a partner, friends, stronger
relationships with siblings, parents, children

Happiness is hard work, the payoff uncertain



AVING Tully

ited risks
nd exploiting context

l pro quo relat; ips in the context of a
ladder (never sacrifict

‘higher values to lower values)

oping empathy for loved ones (What do you

Nhy do you want it? Can I help you? Offer help (the
erievolence), but don’t forget your value-ladder

stablishing your perspective explicitly - with
- spouses, bosses, subordinates, peers, parents, colleagues,
* teachers, students, children, siblings, friends
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vist aesthetics

volent universe (nature as tamed by
“intrinsic” angst of existentialism

i
ive art form

? al plots, anti-plots, or minimised values

ticism (as it could be and should be) versus
ism (as is) versus classicism (as it must be)

Art as a selective re-creation of reality according to
an artist’s metaphysical value judgments



ITS

us f for ol
nal gt Wth, ana 1
nising blockers to yo

ess/ eudaimonia

into human

logy (this is

able, and has been
d by the critics)

CQO

=
B A complete and integrated
philosophy of ethics, politics,
economics, art, and a theory

of knowledge (epistemology)

ihie Benefits and The Hazards
saveat: My interpretation only

THE HAZARDS

A soul on fire, “acting out”
Howard Roark

The hazards of unfiltered
subliminal absorption,
missing the forest for the
trees. The theory is immersed
In concretes

No emphasis on how to get
to A from B (on negotiating
the blockers). Not a formal
theory of self-development,
but a rally cry to young souls



Fus rut of adventure

Ine your mission

ole lot of it

1e a career, pursue excellence

and find satistying relationships

| hticity, benevolence, purpose

nal contradictions will manifest externally

5 The elusive goal of eudaimonia is reachable, here
on earth, in this life, for there is no other



olaying Detective

saveat: My words, my interpretation

-

THE SOUL OF A
COLLECTIVIST

tion | @ Climbing, or highly mindful of, the
social/ corporate ladder

Truth hurts when it is inimical to
position, willingness to hide it (if not
risking getting found out)

AN

f truthfulness, and fact
, high self-concept

ont judgment

y Manipulative of others

Professes to care, using emotions as
a tool of manipulation

@ Swagger, or reverse -- head held low

m  Given to bluster, or the reverse
(extreme lack of confidence)

Carriage relaxed, neither boastful =  Failure to acknowledge mistakes
- nor unduly humble @ Regarded with fear, or pity
Set up for guilt-free adventure B Set up for fear, and anxiety attacks

espe f the rights of others
Respectfu of given word



MGlosing

fire go out, spark by irreplaceable
ess swamps of the

nate, 10t-quite, the not-yet, the not-at-
) not let the herc our soul perish, in
rustration for the life you deserved, but
7er been able to reach. Check your road
ature of your battle. The world you
an be won, it exists, it is real, it is
it's yours.
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Atlas Shrugged, Part Three / Chapter 7 This is John Galt Speaking



vk2@optusnet.com.au/

o e has a plan

T/ﬂey are playing her

-r‘”““’

o =8he Fnows

\\

"Fantastic read. Could not put it down”

— Indus Age
THE

FRANKENSTEIN
CANDIDATE

VINAY KOLHATKAR




