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Whenever we speak, whether at a family camp or a parenting 
conference, couples and parents ask about our recommended 
resources. For us, that is such a hard question to answer. Over the 
years we have made it a point attend and read and watch everything 
we could get our hands on. Kelli especially has spent thousands of 
hours scouring the latest research and information available on the 
family. David has made it his goal to make sure all that we were 
learning lined up with what God’s word says. After all, just because 
someone says it (including us) doesn’t make it true. Only when we 
test it against God’s word can we fully trust it is truth. This short 
handbook is our answer to the question, “What resources do we 
recommend?” We certainly don’t present it as the final authority on 
the subject. It’s simply our best attempt based on our opinion on what 
we’ve come across thus far. In fact one of our Top 10 we just recently 
discovered.  
 
There is one other bit of advice we would offer along with these 
resources. Besides all of these tools perhaps the single most valuable 
practice we would recommend is buying lunch. What I mean is, over 
the years as we have watched couples or parents doing things we 
liked, we’d offer to buy them lunch if they’d let us pick their brain. 
You will find when people have healthy marriages and enjoy 
parenting they typically are happy to share the secrets to their success. 
In fact, you better brace yourself because you may get more than you 
are asking for. In fact it’s really how we eventually found ourselves 
doing what we’re doing. What started out as offering a few tidbits of 
advice slowly became a full time passion (some might even say 
obsession). 
 
So we hope these resources are of benefit to you. In the name of full 
disclosure we do get a small commission on some of these products if 
you order through the links provided. Many of these we have 
recommended for years; this is the first time we’ve ever earned a 
penny for doing so. Please visit us at www.PritchardMinistries.org 
and let us know how we can serve you and your family!  



Anytime you start making a list of your Top 10 of anything you wind 
up leaving some really great choices out. Also, we didn’t even 
consider any of the great blogs or podcasts now available. We limited 
this conversation to resources like books and conferences. First, here 
are some significant resources that didn’t crack our top 10. 
 
Making Sunday Special, by Karen Blurton Mains. Originally 
released in 1994, this book helped shape a lot of our thinking on how 
we approached the heart of Sundays. Kelli especially was very sad to 
not be able to put this one on the list! 
 
The Surprising Secrets of Highly Happy Marriages, by Shanti 
Feldhahn. Shanti had two other books crack our top 10 and this one 
came close. It is an easy read with some great practical insight to 
highly happy marriages - which we’d all like to have. 
 
Adventures in Odyssey, by Focus on the Family. We didn’t really 
consider tape or CD series, but we couldn’t resist mentioning this one. 
Our kids fell asleep many a night to the sound of Odyssey. Great 
resource! 
 
The Worldview Academy - This is a great conference that travels 
around the country during the summer. We have 
identified Worldview as one of the misses we which we would have 
done a better job. 
 
So here are our 10 favorite resources for marriage and parenting, 
in alphabetical order. Drum roll please... 
 
  



Art of Marriage - For years Family Life has delivered a very 
successful and impactful event called Weekend to Remember. These 
weekends take place all around the country typically in major cities. 
The Art of Marriage is a video conference designed to bring the 
Weekend to Remember experience to more remote locations or 
even to the local church. It’s an outstanding and well-rounded video 
series mixing humor, teaching, and testimonials with high quality, 
excellent video production. If your church is looking for a conference 
to host you should consider suggesting Weekend to Remember to 
your family life pastor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Dare to Discipline by Dr. James Dobson. I suppose some might 
consider this a classic given the fact we used this book thirty years 
ago to inspire us in our parenting. To this day the courage to lovingly 
discipline our children remains one of the truly difficult things to 
master in parenting. Most good parents live in the tension between 
truth and grace when it comes to discipline. It can often feel like an 
either or. On the one hand, we want to love our kids and have them 
love us. We want to have fun and enjoy them. We want them to “like” 
us. On the other hand, we know they are to obey us, to honor their 
father and mother. Dr. Dobson reminds us that our loving heavenly 
father brings discipline on the children he loves and in the same way 
we are to lovingly discipline our kids. Regardless of how long it has 
been around, it continues to be an important book in shaping or 
parenting. One of the more foundational principles in parenting we 
got from Dare to Discipline is distinguishing the difference between 
willful defiance and childish irresponsibility. 
 

  



Financial Peace University (FPU) by Dave Ramsey- One area we 
know our own parenting lacked was in the area of finances. While we 
certainly taught a Biblical perspective of money and principles like 
honesty, generosity, and tithing, we weren’t as strong at discipling 
them in the practical application of finances. As adults we were 
exposed to FPU. Ramsey’s outstanding and popular program has 
attracted an enormous following especially within the Christian 
community. We recommend it for anyone personally in need of 
training in finances but especially for parents, like us, who maybe 
aren’t as comfortable teaching these principles to their children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



For Men Only / For Women Only - We are cheating to land a 
couple more resources in our top 10. These are actually two books, 
part of Shanti Feldhahn’s world of books unpacking the inner 
workings of men and women and their relationships. If you’ve done a 
lot of reading about men and women and their differences, you won’t 
find a ton of earth shattering information. However, her methodology 
of polling and using focus groups seems to unearth some very 
insightful perspectives that can be helpful for those of us navigating 
the sometimes challenging world of marriage. In addition if you are 
parenting a teenager Feldhahn also has a For Young Men/For Young 
Women version of the material. It can be a helpful resource for your 
young adult and helping them understand the relational world they are 
entering into. These are easy to read books packed full of great and 
relevant information. We recommend each spouse read both books. It 
helps to both understand yourself and your spouse better. 
 

  



How Children Succeed by Paul Tough - We came across this book 
more recently and it is our one non-Christian book we are 
recommending. In it Tough uses nuero science research to help 
parents focus on what is most important to help their children succeed 
in life. You will be surprised and excited with the what research is 
saying…that it is not test scores and IQ but rather “grit, curiosity, and 
the hidden power of character” that really need to be enriched during 
childhood!! And the great news is these are things our parenting can 
influence and make a difference in.  
 
 

  



Love and Respect, by Emerson Eggrich -  Love and Respect is 
available as a book but we recommend attending the two day 
conference if at all possible. Dr. Egrich expounds on an important 
verse in scripture (Ephesians 5:32) and an even more, critical 
principles involving the difference between men and women and how 
that affects our marriage relationship.  Women crave the more talked 
about aspect of a marital relationship, love. Men on the other hand 
crave the less talked about dynamic in relationships, that of respect. 
The Love and Respect conference and later the book made a huge 
difference in understanding some of the realities in our marriage. 
 
 

  



Passport to Purity, by Dennis Rainey and the folks at Family Life. 
For years we have used Preparing for Adolescence by James Dobson. 
We continue to freely recommend Preparing for Adolescence. It’s a 
great book and does the job when it comes to helping parents with 
those important conversations around puberty. We recently came 
across Passport to Purity and were very impressed with the layout as 
well as the content of the information. They use a combination of 
teaching, music, activities, and parental discussion to effectively deal 
with a challenging part of parenting. Especially if you have a hard 
time talking about these topics we’d encourage you to use a tool like 
Passport to Purity. 
 
 
 

  



Raising a Modern Day Knight/ Raising a Modern Day Princess - 
again, we’ve cheated in order to get a two for one. These aren’t even 
the same authors. The principles they cover are the same. In today’s 
culture we’ve lost the tradition called rites of passages. Once upon a 
time, families and communities had ceremonies and rituals to 
celebrate their children moving from childhood to adulthood. Cultures 
would create a rite of passage to announce to the world a child’s 
emergence as an adult. These books help us think about how and why 
we might establish some rites of passages in our own children's lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Revolutionary Parenting by George Barna - This book provided us 
with some great and compelling reasons to be diligent in our 
parenting. Often we can find ourselves discouraged, wondering if 
what we are doing is making a difference. When it comes to our kids 
we can even question whether our parenting matters. Well Barna did 
the research and what he found is very encouraging. For the purpose 
of his survey, Barna needed to answer the question, “What is 
success?” Barna coins the phrase “Spiritual Champions” to represent 
those young adults that stand out even as compared to other believers. 
While not a perfect answer to the question it does help narrow the 
target. The bottom line is this; the parents of spiritual champions did 
many of the same things when it came to parenting principles. While 
there are no guarantees when it comes to raising our children, the 
good news is this: our parenting does matter. And more importantly 
we can all learn lessons from those who have gone before us. 
 
 

  



The Meaning of Marriage by Tim Keller - “To be loved and not 
known feels good, but is somewhat superficial. To be known and 
unloved is our greatest fear. But to be known and loved is, well a little 
like being loved by God.” ~Tim Keller. Easily this is our overall 
favorite book on marriage. If you desire a biblical understanding of 
marriage then this book is for you. As always Keller delivers a very 
well thought through message on living out the truths of a biblical 
marriage. It provides both challenge and inspiration to married 
couples. For those yet unmarried it is an excellent guide for 
preparation to one day marry.  
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