
Five Must-Have Tips to Pass Your AWS
Certification Exam…The First Time!

TM

Can’t wait to get started on your AWS certification journey?
Take my course, The Ultimate AWS Certified Solutions Architect Associate,

 for only $14.99 with this coupon.

https://www.udemy.com/the-ultimate-aws-certified-solutions-architect-associate/?couponCode=AWSEXAMTIPSOFFER


INTRODUCTION

Why an AWS Certification is Your Passport to a Prosperous Future

Achieving an AWS certification is a major accomplishment. It shows you have a solid foundation in one of the 
core skill sets needed for AWS success. If you pass the certification exam, you can feel justifiable pride in your 
accomplishment.
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But there’s more to a certification than pride. According to a 2017 survey conducted by Global Knowledge, a 
worldwide training company, the AWS Solutions Architect Associate is the highest-paying certification in the 
technology industry: $125,000! And the other AWS certifications aren’t far behind. 

Passing an AWS certification test isn’t a walk in the park, however. Each certification covers a set of topics -- 
what AWS refers to as domains -- and requires detailed knowledge in each domain. Frankly, these certifications 
aren’t easy. And even being an experienced AWS user isn’t enough on its own to pass a certification test.

But there are ways to help yourself when considering an AWS certification. In fact, it’s critical that you have a 
strategy when you take a certification exam. This ebook provides five must-have tips to pass your AWS certifica-
tion on your first try. So dive in and get ready for your passport to career success -- and a great salary too!
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Tip #1
Focus on the Important Topics
Each AWS certification is made up of several domains. Each 
domain is an area of AWS use that the company considers part of 
the certification role. For example, the Solutions Architect Associate 
certifications contains four domains, one of which is troubleshooting --  
understanding the likely cause of an AWS problem. 

What’s important to understand is that AWS weights  each domain within a 
certification, which reflects the overall importance of the domain within the certifi-
cation. So while “Troubleshooting” is one of the Solutions Architect Associate 
domains, it counts for only 10% of the certification. Here is a screenshot of the current 
domains:
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As you can see, “Designing highly available, cost-efficient, fault-tolerant, scalable systems” counts for 
60% of the current certification exam -- over half. The domain breakdown shows you what the certification 
exam is going to focus on. You can figure that of all the questions on the AWS Solutions Architect Associate 
exam, 60% of them are going to relate to system design. So that’s where you should focus your study efforts. 
Each certification has its own set of domains and percentages, so it’s important to understand what the certifica-
tion covers and how important each domain is within the certification.

If you’re interested in the Solutions Architect Associate certification, it’s a bit tricky at the moment. AWS has 
announced a new certification version with different domains. For now you have a choice of which certification test to 
take, but AWS plans to move to the new version of the test completely in August 2018. Here is the new set of domains:
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Domain 1: Design Resilient Architectures

Domain 2: Define Performant Architectures

Domain 3: Specify Secure Applications and Architectures

Domain 4: Design Cost-Optimized Architectures

Domain 5: Define Operationally-Excellent Architectures

TOTAL

Domain % of Examination
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As you can see, it has five domains as compared to four under the current certification, with a more consistent balance among 
its domains. AWS calls out its use of the “Well-Architected Framework”  white paper as part of this certification, so it’s import-
ant to know that white paper before taking the beta certification. In fact, the beta test’s five domains mirror the content of the 
well-architected framework, so you can expect the certification exam to structure its questions to be consistent with it.

Tip #1 Takeaway: 
Know what AWS wants the certification to cover, and focus your study efforts 
to align with that coverage.

https://d1.awsstatic.com/whitepapers/architecture/AWS_Well-Architected_Framework.pdf
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Tip #2

   Know the Certification Scoring
Requirements

While it would be great to know everything 100% that the                                 
certification covers, it’s not necessary to answer every question 

correctly to achieve a certification. Not even close.

However, AWS does not announce a clear percentage required to pass the 
exam. In part, this is because each certification has several exam versions 

which are somewhat different, so, depending on which exam you happen to get 
when you are tested, the passing percentage will be different.

From people’s experience, it seems that 70% is a “safe” correct answer percentage to 
achieve the certification. So that means you should aim to pass at least that level. 

Knowing that you need to answer just over two-thirds of the questions correctly should 
inform your test-taking strategy. Each certification exam has a time limit. This can vary 

between, roughly, 50 minutes and 130 minutes. Your goal is to answer at least 70% of the ques-
tions correctly within this time.

So if you encounter a question that stumps you, the correct strategy is to go on to the next question. 
Only after you’ve answered all the questions should you go back and try and answer the questions that 

stumped you on first pass, and try and figure them out. 
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Within the set of those “stumper” questions, work from those that you are most likely to answer correctly with some thought to 
those that are outside your range of knowledge and therefore unlikely to be answered correctly. 

Go through the stumper questions with an eye on the clock to spend the right amount of time on each question. Again, if the ques-
tion seems too hard to get to the correct answer in a reasonable amount of time, pass by it and go on the next one. The goal is to 
answer every question  for which you have a reasonable chance of getting the correct answer, thereby giving you the highest prob-
ability of attaining an exam score of at least 70%. Everything beyond that is gravy.

Tip #2 Takeaway: 
Understand the exam requirements and develop a strategy to answer the questions most likely to help 
you achieve a passing score.
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Tip #3
Understand Question Formats
All questions in all AWS certification exams are multiple choice. 
There are no fill-in-the-blank questions. AWS presents the question 
and asks you to choose from a number of possible answers. That’s it.

Easy, right?

Not really.  While each question is stated in a multiple choice form, AWS                       
presents different types of questions within the multiple choice format.

Some questions will be straightforward. For example, a question might go something 
like this: 

          The standard period for CloudWatch metrics is:

          a)  1 minute  b)   5 minutes
          c)  15 minutes  d)   60 minutes

You are expected to know the standard period length is 5 minutes and to choose that option.

However, other questions pose scenario questions, and these are more complicated to understand. This 
type of question might be:
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To answer this question correctly, it’s vital to understand the context of the question. In this case, the agency wants to reduce 
on-premise storage and overall storage costs, but still allow collaboration. Glacier places files into low-cost storage, but retrieval 
times can be lengthy, which would hinder the required access and collaboration. Elastic File Service is a shared file storage 
service, which allows collaboration, but can only be used for EC2 instances, which run inside AWS, not on-site. Using S3 reduces 
on-site storage needs, but retrieving to user desktops does not allow shared access, necessary for collaboration. Storage Gate-
way -- Cached Volumes moves storage into S3, but retrieves files into a local cached shared storage, which reduces costs but also 
allows user collaboration. 

This means answer b is correct, but you would only choose it if you understood the complete context of the question. So be sure to 
understand the format of the question to aid you in identifying the right answer.

You are a solutions architect at a digital marketing agency, where users often collaboratively work on files. Your company is 
running out of onsite storage and would like to explore how to move infrequently-accessed files to an offsite location, while 
being able to quickly move them on-site if they are needed so that retrieval times are low. It also hopes to reduce overall 
storage costs. What would you recommend?

a) Store the files in S3 and download them to user desktops if access is desired
b) Use Storage Gateway -- Cached Volumes to place files in S3 but retrieve to an on-site appliance for local access
c) Place files in Glacier to reduce overall storage costs
d) Use the Elastic File Service to allow shared user access

Tip #3 Takeaway: 
Analyze each question to understand what they’re asking for in the answer.
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4 Tip #4
Read the Questions Carefully

The last tip covered question format and how to answer them. So there’s no need for a tip about reading questions carefully, 
right?

Wrong.

It’s important to read questions carefully not just to understand the premise of the question, but to understand what kind of 
answer is needed to answer the question correctly.

Some questions may require more than one response to be correct. Others may ask which of the answers is not correct, which 
means that most of the answers will successfully address the question. 

This means it’s vital to read the questions carefully to be sure you understand what is being asked for. 

This tip may only apply to three or four questions in a 60 question test -- but that could be enough to reduce your score below the 
passing percentage.

I myself have been tripped up by failing to recognize what the question is asking for, and have made incorrect answer choices as 
a result of this failure.
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It’s also important to understand if the question is looking for more 
than one answer. If it seems that more than one answer could be 
correct, it’s worth a moment to click a second answer to see if the                     
question accepts a second entry or switches the previous checkmark to 
the newly-clicked answer. If the second entry gets a second checkmark, 
that tells you the question is looking for more than one answer.

So don’t give away all-important points by failing to read the questions carefully. 
It’s worth a second glance to be sure you understand what the question is asking 
for. 

Tip #4 Takeaway: 
Read each question carefully so that you are sure what kind of 
answer it’s looking for.
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There’s a famous “5 Ps” mnemonic about success: “Prior Practice Prevents 
Poor Performance.”

This simple phrase offers a profound truth: practicing a skill before using it in a real 
setting will help you be successful. Many domains include practice as a core part of 

mastery: sports, music, theater, public speaking. All of these domains have one thing 
in common - they have an outcome that is judged. 

Your AWS certification exam is another domain with an outcome that is judged. The                    
certification exam results will judge your AWS knowledge base in a specific role. While 

perhaps not as high a profile as an Olympic final or a stadium concert, your AWS certification 
will affect your industry stature, the kinds of job opportunities you are offered, and even the 

salary you receive.

So it makes sense to prepare for your certification exam with a pre-certification practice test.                           
Fortunately, there are many resources that provide practice questions; there are even full practice 

exams you can take with full complements of questions to replicate what you’ll experience when you sit 
for your actual certification exam.

Tip #5

Take Practice Tests

5



Here are some of the places you can find practice questions and full practice exams:

AWS: the company provides practice quizzes of 20 questions that reflect certification exam                  
questions. Cost: Free.

Internet: there are many websites that provide AWS certification exam questions. You can easily 
find these with an internet search. Cost: Free.

Internet Question Dumps: Some websites offer collections of AWS certification exam questions, 
drawn from actual tests and submitted by exam takers. Cost: Varies, but $40 is a common fee.

Udemy Exam Question Courses: Udemy offers courses that replicate the conditions of a real 
AWS certification exam. They offer a similar number of questions as a real certification exam, and 
are timed to allow the student a limited number of minutes within which to complete the exam. 
These courses are a good way to experience what your actual AWS certification exam will be like. 
Cost: Varies, but are commonly available with coupon for less than $20.
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Tip #5 Takeaway: 
Prevent poor certification exam performance by practicing beforehand. Seek out resources that 
will provide questions just like those you’ll see on your actual exam.
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Bonus Tip #6
Take an AWS Certification Course
to Pass Your Exam on the First Try

The previous tips have focused on helping you know how to answer 
questions in an AWS certification exam. I hope you’ve found them 
useful, and that you’ll apply them when you take your exam.

But knowing how to take an exam won’t give you what you need to know to 
select the right answer. For that, you need AWS knowledge. 

One way to get that knowledge is to slog through the AWS documentation. All the 
knowledge is there, but it’s overwhelming to read through. 

I should know. I read through 20,000 pages of AWS documentation while writing my 
“AWS for Dummies” book.

Like most of you, I would have liked an easier way to get the information I was looking for. Then, 
there was no easier way. 

But today there is.

I’ve captured all the information you need to pass your certification exam in my Udemy course “The 
Ultimate AWS Certified Solutions Architect - Associate.” If you’re looking to obtain the most popular AWS 
certification there is, I’ve made it easy for you to get all the knowledge you need to pass the test on your first try. 
And I’ve even made it super-affordable: 90% off! Only $14.99!
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Just use this coupon to get access my course at a huge discount.

It’s all there. 27 hours of video, 19 sections, 158 lessons. My course covers all the topics you’ll see in 
your certification exam, whether you take the existing exam version or the version that’s new in 2018.

The course even contains a practice exam, so it’s got Tip #5 covered for you!

In addition to the course materials, there’s also a Q&A board where you can pose questions. I answer them 
all, so you can interact with me directly when you take the course.
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Bonus Tip #6 Takeaway: 
If you’re serious about your AWS certification, use this coupon to get started with my Udemy 
course. It will only cost you $14.99. 

https://www.udemy.com/the-ultimate-aws-certified-solutions-architect-associate/?couponCode=AWSEXAMTIPSOFFER
https://www.udemy.com/the-ultimate-aws-certified-solutions-architect-associate/?couponCode=AWSEXAMTIPSOFFER


CONCLUSION
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An AWS certification is a symbol of accomplishment. But it’s much more than that. Your certification can build your career and help 
you land high paying jobs (over six figures!). 

Each AWS certification is made up of domains, which reflect the knowledge that AWS considers important for the certification role. 

Each certification exam period runs from around 50 minutes up to 130 minutes, with 50 or 60 questions. There is no set score 
required to pass the certification exam, but a score of 70% should suffice for exam success.

Beyond knowing the material covered by an exam domain, successfully passing a certification requires a real understanding of 
how to take the exam. This ebook offers five tips (plus a bonus tip!) to help you perform well when you take your certification exam.

Let’s summarize the five tips all in one place:

Tip #1: Focus on the Important Topics
Tip #2: Know the Certification Scoring Requirements
Tip #3: Understand Question Formats
Tip #4: Read the Questions Carefully
Tip #5: Take Practice Tests
Bonus Tip #6: Take an AWS Certification Course to Pass Your Exam on the First Try

There you have it: a set of must-have tips to make passing the exam on your first try a breeze! Thank you for reading this ebook. I 
hope you’ve enjoyed it and will find its tips super-helpful on your big day.

Take care -- and best wishes for your future AWS success!

P.S. You’re only weeks away from a six figure income with your AWS Solutions Architect Associate certification. Use                            
this coupon  to start today!

https://www.udemy.com/the-ultimate-aws-certified-solutions-architect-associate/?couponCode=AWSEXAMTIPSOFFER


I’m Bernard Golden. I’ve been in software my entire 
career — hands-on developer to executive positions 

in charge of engineering and strategy. I’ve always 
worked at the leading edge of emerging technologies, 

driven by a fascination with the new (and, frankly, a 
tendency to get bored easily). I’ve moved from pack-

aged software to open source to cloud computing as 
each has emerged and represented the most innova-

tive framework in software use.

Over the past decade I helped dozens of organiza-
tions make the transition to cloud computing, and 

identified the best  practices to help organizations 
adopt transformational technology.

I’ve captured all that knowledge and experience and 
put it into my Ultimate AWS Solutions Architect                

Associate course. Use this coupon start the course 
right away!” 

https://www.udemy.com/the-ultimate-aws-certified-solutions-architect-associate/?couponCode=AWSEXAMTIPSOFFER

