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NWA’S MISSION 
The National 

WIC Association 
(NWA) provides its 

members with tools 
and leadership to 

expand and sustain 
effective nutrition 

services for mothers 
and young children. 

OPPORTUNITIES IN 
THE NEW CONGRESS
In January 2023, a new Congress was 
seated. Republicans took control of 
the House of Representatives, while 
Democrats expanded their majority in 
the Senate. As a result, legislative 
leaders and committee assignments 
have shifted, most notably with Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) being elected 
as Speaker of the House.

Divided government presents new 
challenges as Congress seeks to pass 
legislation. Critically, Congress will 
have to advance budget measures - 
including an increase to the debt 
ceiling and appropriations for fiscal 
year 2024 - before funding deadlines 
expire to avoid adverse economic 
impacts for WIC families.

Congress is drafting a Farm Bill this 
year to reauthorize SNAP and farm 
programs. This presents a window for 
bipartisan efforts to improve access to 
nutrition programs, and WIC 
providers can elevate joint SNAP/
WIC priorities like technology funding 
for enhanced WIC/SNAP referrals and 
improved coordination in the retail 
space to modernize transaction 
technology (e.g., mobile payments) 
and simplify vendor authorizations.

FUNDING WIC TO BUILD NUTRITION SECURITY
UNPRECEDENTED PRESSURES IN 2022
Since 1997, Congress has consistently funded WIC at a level that can serve all 
eligible individuals. WIC's appropriation accounts for both the costs of 
supplemental foods issued through the WIC food packages, as well as the 
Nutrition Services & Administration (NSA) funding that is responsible for WIC's 
public health programming, staffing, and technology improvements. Since fiscal 
year 2020, WIC funding has remained level at $6 billion.

In 2022, WIC program funding was exhausted through a series of unanticipated 
pressures on program funds. Throughout 2022, USDA estimates that grocery 
costs increased by roughly 12%, with key WIC food groups significantly impacted 
by food inflation (e.g., eggs increased by 60%, cereals and grains increased by 
16%, dairy increased by 15%, etc.). As WIC was absorbing new food costs, shifts 
in participation trends resulted in increased caseload, with NWA estimating that 
6.5 million WIC participants will be served in fiscal year 2024 (compared to 6.35 
million in November 2023). Finally, USDA paid for alternative products needed to 
support families grappling with nationwide infant formula shortages. Due to 
these unprecedented pressures, NWA recommends an increase in WIC funding 
to $6.3 billion in fiscal year 2024 to support ongoing program needs.

PREPARING FOR UPDATED WIC FOOD PACKAGES
NWA is strongly supportive of USDA's proposed rule to update the WIC food 
packages in alignment with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. Congress 
should facilitate swift implementation of these new food packages, including 
ongoing authority to issue heightened fruit and vegetable benefits and $50 
million in set-aside funding to support State Management Information 
Systems (MIS). To maintain the scientific integrity of the WIC food packages and 
WIC's public health impacts, NWA is opposed to legislative efforts to modify WIC 
issuance outside of the unfolding USDA regulatory process.

ENHANCING ACCESS TO WIC SERVICES
It has now been more than a dozen years since Congress reauthorized WIC and 
the child nutrition programs in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. The time for a 
comprehensive Child Nutrition Reauthorization is long overdue. Common-sense 
program reforms are necessary to incorporate State innovations and ongoing 
WIC modernization efforts into routine operations. In February 2023, USDA 
issued guidance allowing State agencies to continue to test innovative remote 
certification models. Congress should build on this work and pass new 
authority to remotely certify WIC applicants who can complete health 
assessments within 90 days of a phone or video appointment.

WIC's ongoing efforts to build nutrition security and address health disparities - 
especially persistent racial disparities in maternal and infant health - would be 
enhanced by targeted expansions of WIC eligibility. WIC eligibility for children 
should be extended to age six or the beginning of kindergarten to reduce 
disruptions in household food security before the beginning of school. WIC 
eligibility for postpartum and breastfeeding participants should be expanded 
to two years to strengthen WIC's role to improve maternal health and 
subsequent birth outcomes in the interpregnancy interval.
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