
Funding Process

Authorization Process
Every four-five years, the Child Nutrition Act authorizing WIC is reconsidered. Major 
programmatic changes to WIC often occur through this legislativee process. For 
example, while the breastfeeding peer counselor program is funded through the yearly 
appropriations process, Congress initially established the program through the Child 
Nutrition Act. The Senate Committee on Agriculture and the House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce are responsible for updating the Child Nutrition Act. 

The full House and Senate debate and amend committee approved legistlation before 
finally voting to approve it. 

WIC Funding Basics

WIC is a 100% federally funded public health nutrition program under the jurisdiction of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). It is a domestic 
discretionary program, meaning that funding for the program is not guaranteed each year. 
Instead, Members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees determine WIC’s 
funding level through annual funding or appropriations process. Committee approved 
bill is then passed to the full House and Senate to be debated, possibly ammended, and 
passed. 

If one or more of your Senators or Representative is on the Senate or House 
Appropriations Committee, he/she plays a particularly key role in determining WIC funding 
for the year. 

If one or more of your Senators or Representatives is not on either Appropriations 
Committee, it is still important for them to know the value of WIC. All members of 
Congress vote “yes” or “no” on the legislation as the final step in the funding process. 
Members of Congress talk can influence each other’s decisions through both formal and 
informal conversations.
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Conference Process
Once legislation (a bill) is passed by the full House and Senate, the approved bill is sent to 
a converence committee to resolve or negotiate outstanding differences. The final bill is 
then returned to each body for final passage.

A bill is then sent to the White House for signature by the president. In the event the 
President vetoes or rejects the bill, Congress can override a veto with a 2/3 majority vote 
of both the House and Senate.


