
 

 
 

Prohibition on Child Buying 
 

America World is committed to protecting orphaned and vulnerable children from all forms of 
abuse including exploitation, sale, and trafficking. 
 
America World prohibits employees and agents from offering or giving money or any other consideration, 
directly or indirectly, to a child’s parents, government and/or orphanage officials, an entity, or any other 
individual connected with the adoption as payment for or to induce the release of a child for adoption. Only 
reasonable payments (for activities related to the adoption proceedings, pre-birth and birth medical costs, 
the care of the child, the care of the birth mother while pregnant and immediately following birth of the 
child, or the provision of child welfare and child protection services generally) required by the child’s 
country of origin related to official adoption proceedings and which are disclosed up front and permitted or 
required by a child’s country of origin, are permitted. Permitted or required contributions shall not be 
remitted as payment for the child or as an inducement to release the child.  Further, employees of America 
World are prohibited from recommending, instructing, or otherwise encouraging prospective adoptive 
parents, foreign supervised providers, or any other individuals working on behalf of or involved in an 
adoption with America World to engage in such practices. Staff, supervised providers, clients, and any other 
individual or entity working on behalf of America World who suspects that child buying may be occurring 
in a case in which America World is involved, are required to report this suspicion to America World staff 
immediately.  

  
Pursuant to Section 96.36(a) of the regulations implementing the Hague Adoption Convention in the 
United States, the following payments are permitted if allowed or required by the child’s country of 
origin: 

1) Reasonable payments related to adoption proceedings (i.e. lawyer fees, court costs, etc.); 
2) Pre-birth and birth medical costs; 
3) Reasonable payments directly related to the care of the child; 
4) Reasonable payments directly related to the care of the birth mother while pregnant and 

immediately following the birth of the child; 
5) Reasonable payments related to the provision of child welfare and child protection services in 

general. 
 

  


