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Building Families According to God’s Design of Adoption,

While Caring for Vulnerable Children Around the World



LETTER FROM THE  CEO
America World Adoption Association (AWAA) continues to experience God’s blessing year after year and we are so 

grateful.  We find our motivation and inspiration in the love of Jesus Christ and mission to see vulnerable children cared 

for, protected, and placed in loving homes.  Our staff is highly skilled, experienced, passionate, and committed to the 

best interest of the vulnerable and orphaned.  This is evident in the care and attention shown towards AWAA clients, the 

precious children, and worldwide mission partners.  

While international adoptions faced additional challenges in 2017, AWAA was still blessed to place nearly 200 children 

from five countries in loving homes.  In addition to the facilitation of inter-country adoption we sent hundreds of mission 

partners on multiple One Orphan mission teams to countries around the world to provide humanitarian aide in the form 

of medical care, nutrition supplementation, education, and various construction projects.

The needs of adopted and fostered children across the country have continued to capture AWAA’s concern and 

attention.  Over the last year AWAA developed and coordinated several small groups for adopted teens with the purpose 

of facilitating healing for adoption related grief and identity issues.  AWAA’s Adoption Coaching and Training (ACT) 

clinical team provided one on one coaching to parents desiring additional support in parenting their adopted children.

We are truly blessed and encouraged to be a part of God’s design of adoption and caring for the vulnerable around the 

world.  As you read the 2017 annual report, we hope you will celebrate God’s goodness with us and join us in praying for 

another year of blessing in service of God’s mission.

Brian Luwis, Co-founder & CEO 
America World Adoption



Building families according to God’s design of 

adoption, while caring for vulnerable children 

around the world.

• Integrity & Wise Stewardship

• Respect & Empathy

• Creativity

• Commitment to the Best Interest of 

Orphans and Families

• Dependency on God 

America World desires for every adoptable 

orphan to be placed in a Christian home.

VALUES

MISSION

VISION
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In 2017, America World Adoption saw the completion of 

219 total adoptions from families across the United States. 

Of those adoptions that were finalized, the children from 7 

countries found their forever families.

FOREVER FAMILIES



CHINA

• 82 adoptions finalized

• Multiple one-to-one partnerships in the following provinces: Guangdong, Guizhou, Shaanxi, 
Gansu, and Hainan

• On June 30, 2017, the CCCWA announced changes to prospective adoptive parent eligibility 
requirements, length of time required between adoptions, and the termination of the two-child 
process and dossier copy options through the Special Focus Program.

• On July 18, 2017, the CCCWA announced the termination of one-to-one partnerships, effective 
December 31, 2017. 

• On December 7, 2017, the CCCWA announced that effective immediately, the previously 
required orphanage donation expense is now a voluntary donation to be given only after an 
adoption has been finalized in China. Adoptive parent(s) will now choose whether to give a 
donation as well as designate the amount and purpose of the funds. 
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ETHIOPIA

INDIA

HAITI
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• 30 adoptions finalized in 2017  (32 kids, 30 families)

• April 2017 – the Ethiopian government put into place a ‘temporary’ suspension of international 
adoption. Noting a potential policy change, favoring domestic adoption and options within the 
country instead of looking towards international adoption. From April through the end of the 
year, we saw impacts of this suspension, slowing down adoptions, delaying children coming 
home and ultimately leading to the law change that took place in mid-January, ending interna-
tional adoption in Ethiopia. 

• Despite ongoing challenges with the temporary suspension and steps taken by Ethiopia to end 
intercountry adoption, ‘pending’ cases or children matched with families continued to slowly 
come home to their families. 

• 50 adoptions finalized
 

• 48 finalized adoptions, including children with almost all medical needs or older child adoptions

• Have worked with over 90 different orphanages in the history of our India program and in almost 
every state in India.

KYRGYZSTAN5

• 1 adoption finalized
 

HONDURAS6

• 5 adoptions finalized
 

UKRAINE7

• 1 adoption finalized
 

PROGRAM UPDATES (CONT)



“For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.”      -     JEREMIAH 29:11

HOPE AND A 

FUTURE



AFFILIATE OFFICES

America World Adoption is proud to be licensed and Hague accredited in 21 states, including 

our corporate office in Virginia, and privileged to work with 70 social workers across the 

country. Each of our affiliate offices is fully licensed in its respective state to provide adoption 

home study services (including post adoption services) to families adopting through America 

World. Most of our affiliate offices are also able to provide home study services for families 

adopting through other agencies.

In 2017, our affiliate offices completed 190 home studies for families adopting through America 

World or other agencies.

POST-ADOPTION

• Over 1000 post-adoption reports processed

• Over 50 struggling families served through support and consultation

• Over 150 families served through support groups and webinars

• 14 Support Groups and Webinars offered for families through Post Adoption and ACT

• 4 adopted teen/tweens served directly through an ACT group



CHINA

ETHIOPIA

• America World continued its on going humanitarian aid efforts in Ethiopia, sponsoring 50 

families and vulnerable children and providing monthly support to several orphanages, 

anywhere from 2-4 orphanages per month.

INDIA

• Distributed 300 servings of MANA nutritional supplement to orphanages and children in 

need

HUMANITARIAN AID

• While orphanages are no longer open to foreign teams, AWAA continues to advocate 

for children who previous team members had the privilege of meeting in years past. The 

stories, medical assessments, and photos previously gathered aided advocacy efforts and 

supported families in their child’s medical review process and preparation for adoption. 

• Provide donations to partner orphanages which included diapers, clothing, toiletries, and 

supplies as well as opportunities for nanny training and rehabilitation training for children. 



ETHIOPIA   81 Team Members

HAITI  27 Team Members

Our teams brought over a total of $4,615 in monetary donations, that they used to purchase 

many supplies for our partner orphanage Foyer de Sion. From these donations, teams were 

able to provide for 2 deep well pumps, and payment for a local maintenance man to install 

them, paint and supplies for much of the orphanage, diapers, formula, food, medical supplies, 

school supplies, clothes, cleaning supplies and many other needed items. 

Our teams were also able to provide a meal through an organization called “Outside the Bowl” 

and relieve the orphanage staff from one day of feeding of the children, and the cost of that 

days food and food preparation. 

UGANDA  20 Team Members

Our teams brought school supplies, provided nutritional support and supplied local baby 

homes with formula and supplies to care for the babies. 

INDIA  17 Team Members

In 2017 we sent our first team to India. This long awaited team solidified our partnership with 

Hermon Children’s home. The team was able to give the children a week to remember and 

proceeded to raise over $20,000 to completely renovate the school and give the children a 

safe place to learn. 

ONE ORPHAN MISSIONS

Many of these were first time travelers to Ethiopia and we were excited to see hearts expand 

as they fell in love with the country and its people.  

Our teams were able to provide monetary donations (over $4,000 that was kept internally) 

through AWAA to cover some of the expenses of our orphanage partners. They also brought 

over funds (over $4,000) to purchase food and other items in country to provide for some 

of the needs there.  The teams also provided orphanage partners and sponsor families with 

paint, clothing, food, formula, diapers, medical supplies, school supplies, school uniforms, and 

cleaning supplies. 



DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
2017 was a year like none other as our development department sought to connect with families 

old and new. The America World family is more than 20 years old at this point and we know 

without a doubt that our families are one of our most valuable assets. For this reason our Chief 

Development Officer, Joe Wilson, has spent extensive time planning and traveling to Gathering 

events across the country. These events are a strategic time of connection, collaboration, and 

celebration as we seek to find creative ways to care for orphans and vulnerable children across 

the world.  

In addition to these special times of connection, the development team has provided targeted 

and specific funding asks that have provided new roofs in Uganda, new school rooms in India, 

fulfilled staffing needs in Ethiopia, and kept vulnerable families together through our City Kids 

sponsorship program. Connecting willing donors to meaningful work is our greatest joy!

Our annual Day of Hope was held on Thursday, December 8, 2017. We, once again, were gifted 

a matching grant to drive generosity on this important day. The entire America World staff, 

which spans across the United States, made calls on this day to give our families and friends a 

chance to join the impact America World currently has across eight countries. We are thankful 

to report that America World friends and family responded in a big way! In 2017 we met our Day 

of Hope goal of $120,000 and received the promised matching grant. 

While we have so much to celebrate in 2017 we are even more expectant about the impact 

we can have in 2018. With your partnership we can reach more children and families than ever 

before. If you would like to get involved please contact Joe Wilson at Joe.wilson@awaa.org 

mailto:Joe.wilson%40awaa.org?subject=Impact%20Families%20%26%20Vulnerable%20Children


REVENUE

EXPENSES

Program Services  $ 3,446,910.00 
Mission Trips    $      76,616.00 
G&A     $     123,122.00 

Fundraising    $    166,607.00 

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Program	Services	

Mission	Trips	

G&A	

Fundraising	

Assistance	

Service	Fees	

Grants	&	Contributions	

Mission	Trips	

Other	

Service Fees       $ 4,314,711.00 
Grants & Contributions   $ 360,462.00 
Mission Trips                  $   218,585.00 
Other         $     43,107.00 
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