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A M E R I C A  W O R L D  A D O P T I O N



“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at 
all time, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

2 Corinthians 9:8
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Letter from the 
America World CEO
This past year was a year in which AWAA saw God work and provide for our 
agency, yet again.  We are especially grateful to have been able to do more 
adoptions from Haiti and India than we ever had before; it was also a record 
year for our agency’s fundraising.

Looking back at 2016, my wife, Renee, and I are 
grateful to the AWAA staff that we have who work 
here in Virginia, in affiliate offices across the country, 
and the America World staff abroad.  The climate 
of intercountry adoption has remained difficult, 
and yet our staff have increased their quality and 
quantity of work to ensure children can continue 
to find permanent, Christian families.  

We celebrate more than just the 200+ children who 
found families in 2016.  We are also grateful that 
America World was able to provide many women 
counseling about adoption here in Virginia; many 
families were provided home study services; we 
provided humanitarian aid in China, India, Haiti, 
Ethiopia, and beyond.  America World’s One Orphan 
team sent mission trips around the world, to help 
orphanages and partner with ministries caring for 
vulnerable children. 

In this year’s annual report, you’ll see our agency 
has indeed been blessed and that this has allowed 
us to bless others.  We look forward to 2017 and 
the plans the LORD has in store for us. 

Sincerely,
Brian Luwis

We celebrate more than just 
the 200+ children who found 

families in 2016. 
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2016 Program Updates
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China
•   110 adoptions finalized 
•   Multiple one-to-one partnerships in the following provinces: Guangdong, Guizhou, Shaanxi, Gansu, and 
Hainan 
•   2 New Orphanage Partners in Guangdong began in June 
•   2 New Orphanage Partners in Hainan began in October
•   CCCWA announced new NGO law in December from the Ministry of Public Security that would be effective 
January, 1, 2017 

India
•   46 adoptions finalized
•   Placement of children with medical needs and older children from over 30 different orphanages

Haiti
•   21 adoptions finalized (what you have below)  
•   52 children referred from 8 different orphanages 
•   8 trips to Haiti by program staff of 1-2 weeks each

Ethiopia
•   17 adoptions finalized
•   One transition home operated by Ameria World Adoption, caring for up to 50 children

Honduras
•   5 Adoptions Finalized

Kyrgyzstan
•   1 Adoption Finalized
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Social Services
America World Adoption is proud to be licensed and Hague accredited in 24 states, including our corporate 
office in Virginia, and privileged to work with 70 social workers across the country. Each of our affiliate offices 
is fully licensed in its respective state to provide adoption home study services (including post adoption 
services) to families adopting through America World. Most of our affiliate offices are also able to provide 
home study services for families adopting through other agencies.

In 2016, our affiliate offices completed 187 home studies for families adopting through America World or 
other agencies.
 

Arizona
California

Florida
Georgia

Iowa
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas

Kentucky
Maryland
Minnesota
Missouri

North Carolina
New Jersey
New York

Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon

Pennsylvania
South Carolina

Tennessee
Texas

Virginia
Washington

Licensed States in 2016:
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Humanitarian Aid
CHINA

•   Led three Journey of Hope Project Trips to three different regions- focusing on the advocacy and place-
ment of older children with complex or multiple medical needs
•   Sent 13 advocacy/medical teams for child assessments through Storyteller Missions
•   Hosted a nanny training to orphanage partners through Storyteller Missions 
•   Partnered with Storyteller Missions to provide donations to partner orphanages which included diapers, 
clothing, toiletries, art supplies, toys, sports equipment, bikes/scooters, books, and technology items/
electronics. 

ETHIOPIA

America World partners with multiple orphanages in Ethiopia and invests in humanitarian projects to 
advance the cause of orphans. We are devoted to orphan care and know that children need to be cared 
for in every stage of the process as they wait to be placed with a forever family. We wish that all children 
could be adopted but not everyone living in an institutional setting can be. America World cares greatly 
about ensuring as many children as possible receive quality care and are honored to be able to take part 
in this cause. 

We commit to funding multiple orphanages which means providing for:

• Nannies to be the hands and feet of the love and nurture children need! 
• Formula for infants for a year and food for older children! 
• Clean drinking water for a year! 
• Staff to gather clearances and adoption paperwork so children can be adopted! 
• Medication and nurses and doctors! 
• Cooks, cleaners, laundry, hygiene products, lotion and more! 

America World also runs a sponsorship program sponsoring many families so that they can stay together 
despite financial concerns. Our domestic program matched multiple children in our Transition Home this 
year with families living in and from Ethiopia. We also send mission teams to the orphanages that have 
provided for the immediate material and emotional/care needs of children. 
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Storyteller Missions
HAITI:  2 TEAMS
UGANDA:  1 TEAM
ETHIOPIA:  5 TEAMS
CHINA:  11 TEAMS

In 2016 One Orphan sent out many medical professionals, educators, entrepreneurs and adoptive parents 
who were able to use their talents, skills and professional experiences to bless our orphanage partners 
throughout the world. 
One Orphan was able to grow sponsorship programs in Ethiopia and Uganda and will continue to expand 
these programs through team advocacy efforts in the coming year. Our China partner orphanages continued 
to welcome teams as our reputation has grown significantly as our returning teams have carefully built trusting 
relationships with them. 

Many children have been welcomed into forever families this year as our China team members tirelessly 
advocated. 
Our teams were also able to raise and bring over $23,000 in monetary donations to provide for some of 
the tangible needs of the orphanages and the children they met. A few of the items purchased with these 
donations include diapers, shoes, clothes, formula, bouncy seats and Bumbo chairs. In China donations 
also helped provide for medical procedures and helped to build a therapy room in one of the orphanages. 

It’s been exciting to see our missions program continue to grow and expand as more and more people catch 
the vision that we are casting: to meet these children, help provide for some of their tangible needs, and 
also tell their stories in the hopes of finding their forever families. 

We are thankful to report that we sent out a total of 21 teams with 231 trip participants to 4 different countries 
impacting at least 1,300 vulnerable children. In China we were able to send teams into two new orphanage 
partners and conduct two Hope Journey camps. Our teams came home from these trips to China, Ethiopia, 
Haiti, Uganda and got to work advocating and praying for the kiddos. As a result of this hard work and 
advocacy children have been and will be brought home to their forever families.
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Development

2016 was a significant year for our development department as we launched a new ministry division called 
ONE ORPHAN. The name ONE ORPHAN is meant to personalize the children we are working to reach. 
The orphan care crisis is overwhelming. Understanding that ONE person, ONE family can impact ONE 
child’s life is imperative as we fight for kids around the world. 

America World has been involved in orphan advocacy from the very beginning. After 22 years of ministry 
our impact and partnerships have grown around the world. It is our desire to be the vehicle that allows our 
adoptive families, their friends, neighbors, and churches, to join us in this biblical call to impact orphans 
until they can be placed with their forever family. And to continue to care for orphans, who due to extenu-
ating circumstances, cannot be adopted.

One Orphan was officially launched at CAFO in May and Joe Wilson was named as the Executive Director.

During the month of June the Ethiopia Move Project was established to raise funds to repair the engine 
on a key vehicle in our Ethiopia ministry. $3,000 was quickly raised by America World family and friends.

In November one of our adoptive families generously offered a $16,000 matching gift to help raise much 
needed funds for our Ethiopia Transitional Home. In just 12 days, we watched 41 donors give sacrificially 
to help reach and surpass our goal. Our total amount raised was $49,000! These funds were critical in 
helping us continue our impact on these children well into 2016 as the political and adoption landscape 
of Ethiopia continued to dramatically change.

Our annual Day of Hope was held on Thursday, December 8th. We were incredibly blessed to have a 
matching gift $100,000 offered for this special campaign. Over 30 America World staff members worked 
throughout the day to reach out to our adoptive families and friends and invite them to partner with us 
financially. Because of your generous giving, we were able to raise $134,160 toward our matching gift. 
This brought our total raised for the Day of Hope to $234,160! We cannot thank you enough for joining 
us on the God-given mission to care for orphaned and vulnerable children.

Our work is not finished. The orphan crises continues and our biblical call to live out James 1:27 remains. 
If you would like to partner with us in any way please contact Joe Wilson at Joe.Wilson@awaa.org

mailto:Joe.Wilson%40awaa.org?subject=One%20Orphan%20Inquiry%20from%20Annual%20Report
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Financial Update
2016 REVENUE
Service Fees                               $5,183,280
Grants & Contributions                   425,193
Mission Trips                                   542,331
Other                                                52,239
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2016 EXPENSES
Program Services                         $3,802,640
Mission Trips                                     652,540
G&A                                               1,190,653
Fundraising                                       138,587
Assistance                                         288,161       



America World Adoption
6723 Whittier Avenue, Ste. 202
McLean, VA  22101
Tel: 800-429-3369
awaa.org
info@awaa.org


