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Greetings from Arizona!

Hello from sunny southeastern Arizona to our friends and relatives around the world.  We hope 2005 has been a good year for all.  

Our fourth year in Arizona, things are rolling along.  Liza still works for the Army, the same group, but renamed last year to the
Communications-Electronics LifeCycle Management Command, at Fort Huachuca (LCMC, an unfortunate acronym given how the Army
likes to pronounce things).   She had a couple of work trips this year, to Ft Monmouth NJ and Ft Belvoir VA, and while in Virginia was
able to visit the Deichmeister family including her aunt Maureen.   Robert works from home for RAND (headquartered in Santa Monica,
California), with occasional trips to California or to RAND's Washington DC office.  He may also be making a trip to Doha, Qatar in the
coming year.

 
Outside of work, we continue with our fun activities.  We both bicycle four to five days per week, both road and mountain bikes.   Robert
continues to study Spanish at nearby Cochise College, and we are both singing in the choir this semester.  We're also in a smaller group
called the Cochise Singers, and Liza has, for the first time since moving here, a small caroling group that will perform at work.  The
college choir has an ensemble performing one of Liza's arrangements this concert season, too, so she is feeling pretty musical right
now.

Robert continues to be a docent for the Friends of the San Pedro River, leading bird walks along
the river, and is also on the board of directors for the Friends and for the Huachuca Audubon
chapter. He is also getting ready for the annual Ramsey Canyon Christmas Bird Count the week
before Christmas.

Our garden projects continue at home as well.  Liza's drainage and pond-digging projects worked
pretty well during the summer monsoons.  Robert's fall project has been working on a concrete
block wall around the propane tank, since we were both pretty tired of looking at it.  :-)

  

Travels
 

In February we spent a weekend out in one of our favorite spots, Silver City, New Mexico.  There the
Nature Conservancy operates the Bear Mountain Lodge, a cozy, relaxing location to get away from the
normal hustle-bustle.  From bald eagles on Lake Roberts to a fine draft brew and a gelato in town, this was
a refreshing, if brief, trip.

 
In early summer we were able to combine work with fun, and both attended
the Oracle Developer Tools User Group conference in New Orleans,
Louisiana in June.  Yes, New Orleans, before Hurricane Katrina visited.  We
were in a very nice hotel right on the edge of the French Quarter, so during
our free time we walked the Quarter (sleazy, but charming nevertheless), got
hustled by a shoe-shine guy ("if I tell you where you got those shoes, will you
give me $5?...you got them on your feet!") - ok, that was bad, but we
considered it entertainment.  Also spent some time along the river at the
Spanish plaza and the riverwalk shopping center (less sleaze than Bourbon
Street), and enjoyed beignets and chicory coffee at Cafe du Monde one
evening.  The food in New Orleans is excellent nearly everywhere, but our special dinner was one evening
at Emeril's in the Warehouse District.  Given all the damage done to the city by the hurricane, we were
pretty lucky to see and enjoy New Orleans when we did.  It's not likely to recover for a very long time.

  
Also in the summer we spent a long weekend up in Hannagan

Meadow, in eastern Arizona.  The lodge there was also comfortable, and we were able to do a
little mountain biking, although at an altitude of 9100 feet it was a bit challenging!

  
Our big vacation this year was to Panama, on a birding/nature trip with Victor Emanuel Nature
Tours.  Our destination was the Canopy Tower, a former US Air Force radar tower facility on
Semaphore Hill overlooking the Culebra Cut of the Panama Canal, later used by the DEA before
being abandoned in 1995.  Remodeled and turned into an eco-lodge, the four-story structure
provided visitors a bird's-eye view into the surrounding canopy and was the perfect base from
which to explore the surrounding area.   In addition to the excellent birding, we also spent an
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afternoon at the Miraflores Locks Visitors Center, which had many interesting exhibits about the
construction of the canal, and also an observation deck where you could watch the ships coming through.
 Needless to say, the digital camera got quite a workout on this trip!

Robert and his friend Ron Beck went on a birding trip with local naturalist
Mark Pretti into Sonora, Mexico.  The trip route took them down the Rio
Sonora to Hermosillo where they would spend the first night.  The next
day, they followed Highway 16 east, first through Sonoran Desert, then
tropical thorn scrub and tropical dry forest, and finally up into the oaks
and pines of the rugged mountains of the Sierra Madre Occidental where
they spent several days.  This taste of the tropics so close to home made
the exotic flora and fauna that much more enchanting.

 
In October we found ourselves in Tempe, Arizona for a football game,
watching USC vs. Arizona State en route to a undefeated season.  Liza's

sister Luci, nieces Maureen and Margaret, brother Lee, and mother Alpha were there too.  After the
game we had dinner up at Pinnacle Peak, enjoying the outdoor seating and a fun country-western
band.

 
What are we planning for 2006?  Well, the big trip is to India, again with Victor Emanuel Nature Tours, on a trip that is called the "Palace
on Wheels"; we'll get to combine train travel (which we love), with birding, sightseeing (including the Taj Mahal, of course!), elephant
riding, and - with any luck - tigers!   You can bet that the cameras will be busy.

 
Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season, and a happy new year! Please write to us! Our addresses are: weissler@rand.org (Robert)
and liza@aves.org (Liza). Hope to hear from you!

Photos above and below:
 

Robert working on his wall
Liza at the Jean d'Arc statue (donated by Orleans, France), New Orleans
Robert enjoying a beer in the French Quarter, New Orleans
Robert with mountain bike outside the Hannagan Meadow Lodge, Arizona
Robert and Liza atop the Canopy Tower, Panama
Liza outside the Canopy Tower gate
Rod with Robert at Fort Huachuca
Ken, Claire, and Robert at our house
Alpha with Liza at our house
Liza visiting with the Deichmeisters in Alexandria, VA

 
Other links:

 
Our Panama trip (http://aves.org/panama05/)

Visitors or visited this year:
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Fight on, Trojans!  USC #1!  Beat Texas!  Three-Pete!
  

 


