
Greetings from Arizona!

It's hard to believe, isn't it, but another year has gone by, and the holidays are nearly here. And of course, that means another Holiday
Gazette! We'll shoot for more pictures and fewer words this year... let's see how we do.

Lawyers vs. Cows

It's been an interesting year. We wrapped up our first year of Arizona citizenship as
residents of Hereford (named for a lawyer, not the bovines) on 30 November. In this year
we've settled into our home, gotten to know the community, seen all the seasons, and
observed the local birds and wildlife (more on that below). We've made new friends, kept
in touch with old friends, and tried to figure out the local politics and where to shop.

Liza was "between jobs" last year when we moved, which worked out very well as it gave
her time to unpack, get the house in order, watch the Food Network on television, and
explore the area on her bicycle. Eventually Robert got tired of her not working and having
too much fun, so in February she joined ILEX in Sierra Vista as a contractor to the US
Army's Communications Electronics Command (CECOM) at Fort Huachuca, where she
worked first as an Oracle database administrator and then as the Deputy Chief
Information Officer. In October she left that job to join METI as a contractor to the US
Army's Network Enterprise Technology Command (NETCOM) / 9th Army Signal
Command, again as an Oracle database administrator in the Continental US Theater
Network Operations and Security Center (CONUS TNOSC). (Much of her time with the
Army has been spent learning acronyms.)

Robert continues to
work for RAND in
Santa Monica, California, telecommuting from home via satellite
internet. It's a good life (and Liza is jealous). His current projects
include a research project on computer network security, and
database programming for RAND's federal R&D portal, and for
RAND computing asset tracking and billing. One of the challenges
of telecommuting has been keeping in good contact with fellow
project members, so he has regular audioconferences and frequent
trips to Los Angeles. Nevertheless through the first year,
telecommuting has worked out very well.

Fun Stuff

With Liza working government hours (07:30 - 16:30) and Robert not
having to drive anywhere at all, we do seem to have more time for
ourselves. We bicycle on Saturdays with our neighbor and other
friends (when the wind is not howling), and usually have breakfast
at the Morningstar Cafe in nearby Palominas. We bicycle during the
week on our lunch hours as well, each on new mountain bikes,

Robert close to home and Liza at the Fort.

In November, we took part in the 20th El Tour de Tucson cycling event. There were ~8000 participants, and our friend Paul Butler joined
us from California. Robert and Paul rode the entire course of 108 miles (173 km) - for Robert that was his first "century"! and is the high
point of his cycling to date. Liza was happy with her 70 miles (113 km) (but she'll get him next year!).

Robert is very active with the Friends of the San Pedro River, having become a docent with the organization and serving on the board of
directors, and he also put up the web site for our homeowners association. He also enjoys hiking in the nearby canyons. Liza is studying
French at nearby Cochise College and plans to continue next semester. And of course there is the birdwatching, a big attraction in this
part of the state. We've had a lot of fun just watching the birds near the house.

Most of our free time, though, has been spent working on the landscaping around the house. Every hole to be dug in the garden
requires a pickaxe, and the javelina (wild pigs) like to eat the cactus, so we may be doing this for years to come. But we also installed a
hot tub, so we can reward ourselves after a hard day of gardening.
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Speaking of wildlife, besides the javelina, we've also seen deer, bobcat, a black bear (one morning only), as well as coyote and skunk
(not close to the house, fortunately). Summer was tarantula and grasshopper season, and we also saw a few (dead) scorpions.
Grasshopper numbers peaked in late September, which got a little gross when cycling, but we survived!

Travel

We haven't been able to travel much this year since Liza had little vacation time with
the new jobs. Our "big" trip of the year was to College Station and Austin, Texas, to
see some friends and to go to Lance Armstrong's Ride for the Roses weekend in
Austin. The bluebonnets were beautiful when we were there, and the George H. W.
Bush museum in College Station was wonderful! (Forget politics - it's a historical
museum and very interesting.) We've also made a bunch of weekend trips back to
California, a visit to Phoenix, and a driving trip to northern Arizona at Thanksgiving.

Next year, though, we have big plans! June will find us in Brazil both on a birding trip
in the Mato Grosso and to visit with Robert's cousin Bettina and her family south of
Sao Paolo. July we hope to be on the Champs Élysées in Paris to see Lance
Armstrong win his fifth Tour de France, and then spend a little more time in another
part of France (we don't know where yet). Robert is also planning a week-long
birding trip next February to Copala and San Blas in southern Sinaloa and Nayarit,
Mexico. (Liza doesn't have enough vacation to join him... :-( ) We also would not
mind seeing our friend Dick's new log home in Canada (on Salt Spring Island). And
closer to home, we hope to explore more of our home state.

As always it
would be fun to
meet up with
some of you,
either here or
away from
home. Whether you want to meet us in Paris, San Pedro or
Westlake Village (California), or enjoy Liza's buttermilk blueberry
pancakes with maple syrup here in Hereford...let us know!

One last note

How about those Anaheim Angels! "Believe in the power of the
monkey." Ok, for the non-baseball fans, yes it is silly to call it a
World Series, but our California team won with a cute "rally monkey"
mascot, so we're very happy.

Our cats Woody and Phoebe say hello to everyone as well.

Thanks for reading...best wishes to you all for a very merry
Christmas, happy Hannukah, a wonderful winter solstice, a happy new year, and a healthy 2003. Please don't forget to sign our
guestbook! 

  

Photo Captions (top to bottom) 
 

Robert & Liza on El Tour de Tucson
Robert hard at work in his home office
The back patio
Maples and mountain yuccas in Miller Canyon
The Copper State!

In dulci jubilo, now sing we all e-o, e-o 
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