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We've moved!  Yes, after years (it seems) of talking about it,
in late November we packed up our Agoura Hills, California
home (sob!) and moved to Hereford, Arizona, a community in
southeastern Arizona about 85 miles from Tucson.  So
naturally, you can figure that this issue of the Weissler
Holiday Gazette will be filled with house talk.  But we also
have a few travels and other things to ramble on about, so
without further adieu...

New House!

First things first...our new contact information:

Robert & Liza Weissler 
 9230 S. Bryerly Drive 

 Hereford, Arizona  85615 
 520-803-0794 

 email: Liza = liza@aves.org, Robert = weissler@rand.org

In last year's Holiday Gazette, we related that we had finally gotten our house plans and would start getting bids
from contractors in the early Spring.  We wound up talking with three different general contractors, and while it
was pretty tough to choose, we went with Perry Mele of Peregrin Homes.  Ground-breaking was in late March. 
Robert had thought that he might need to relocate early to watch construction, but as it turns out, that wasn't
necessary, and we just visited there once a month or so to see how things were going.  It was fascinating to see
the house take shape, going from dirt pushed around for the grading, to the foundation being poured (looked too
small), framing (looked too big!), all the electrical and plumbing in the walls...and eventually looking like a real
house.  Liza had some fun picking out appliances, carpet, ceramic tile counters and floors, etc. - well, "fun" may
not be the word for it (too many choices)...but generally it all seems to have worked out pretty well.

Meanwhile, back in Agoura Hills, after working to fix up our
house as best we could (a few new windows, massive yard
cleanup, etc.), we put it on the market on September 10th, and
the first guy in the door (before the realtor's sign even went
up out front!) made an offer, and ultimately bought the
house.  Escrow closed the end of October, and we rented the
place back for November, with the last couple of weeks spent
packing (ugh ugh ugh).  We actually did a "pre-move" right
before Thanksgiving, filling up a 15-ft rental truck and
putting it into storage near the house, leaving the furniture
and the rest of the house to the real movers to handle.  We
spent Thanksgiving with family in San Pedro, CA, then hit
the road for good (so to speak) on November 28 - two cars,
two drugged cats, and more stuff shoved into the cars for the
600-mile final trek.

As of mid-December, we're more or less moved in - meaning that the remaining boxes to be unpacked are in the
garage, out of sight.  :-)  We were treated to a little snow, which didn't last too long right by the house, but has
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remained on the mountains nearby; not a bad sight to wake up to each day. 
 

Hi Ho, Hi Ho, It's Off to Work...

The burning question we've been asked repeatedly is, what
are we going to do for work in Arizona?  Good question.  :-) 
Robert continues to work for the RAND Corporation of Santa
Monica, California, telecommuting from our Arizona home. 
Liza left the employ of Collective Technologies, an IT
consulting firm based in Austin, Texas, in early November,
and is doing contract work here and there (she had a job in
Los Angeles four days after moving to Arizona...sigh).  Her
plan is to either hook up with one of the different government
contractors that provide services to the Army's nearby Fort
Huachuca, or to remain self-employed and develop her own

consulting business, primarily focusing on database programming and web development.  You'll all have to tune
in next year to find out what happened.  :-) 

  

Fun Stuff

As you all know by now, all Liza does with her free (daylight) time is cycling.  She finally made her goal of
5000 miles this year, reaching the mark on 12/1!  Working at home all year made the 100-mile/week average
possible, as well as riding regularly with her cycling friends, and downing lots of coffee at the local Java City
coffee shop.  (Tough year for the club - we lost our friend Dave to a heart attack, Marvin moved to College
Station, Texas, and we left for Arizona...!  Liza actually found leaving her cycling group to be one of the hardest
things about moving.  We're hoping to entice a few of them out next year for an organized Ride Across Arizona -
think it goes from the Grand Canyon to the Mexican border - or the year after for another sponsored ride in our
neck of the woods - Bisbee/Tombstone/Sierra Vista etc.)

Liza also had a slight mishap bouncing off a car in October -
the driver made a right turn while she was going straight
through the intersection, and apparently the driver never saw
her.  No major injuries, though - she just had the usual scrapes
and bruises, and the bike was banged up, but the driver's
insurance paid for everything.  Whew.  And she even got her
picture in the local newspaper when friend Bill Becher wrote
an article about bicycle safety.

Robert cycles too...he got himself a new road bike this year,
and now he's even faster up the hills (darn) although Liza can
still beat him up on the 40+ mile rides.  :-)

Television is so boring (except for the West Wing, and
watching CNN), that Liza does lots of reading as well.  Her favorite is still the mystery, and got lots of great
reading ideas at her friend Jane Becher's Mysteries To Die For bookstore in Thousand Oaks, California.  (Forget
Amazon.com - check it out!)

Robert is ever the birdwatcher - we read somewhere that birding is the nation's fastest growing hobby.  Not sure
if that is true, or some wishful-thinking propaganda by the Audubon Society.  He's pretty excited about getting
connected with the local Audubon group in Sierra Vista, Arizona for the Christmas Bird Count and other
activities.

Travels
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Most of our travelling this year was on the California-Arizona circuit...no
surprise.  But in July we found ourselves in Paris!  Yes, France.  The goal
of the trip was to see Lance Armstrong win (we hoped) his third Tour de
France - and he did!  It was great fun to be on the Champs Elysées on the
final day of the Tour; there was a substantial American contingent, who by
and large probably did not endear themselves to the Parisians, but we had
a lot of fun waving our flags and cheering for our hero and the rest of the
US Postal cycling team, not to mention the German Team Telekom with
its stars Jan Ullrich and Eric Zabel.   We stayed in a charming little hotel
near the Sorbonne and the Luxembourg Garden, and although neither of
us spoke French, we managed to get by with Bonjour and Merci and a lot
of handwaving.  Restaurant tip: Gaspard de la Nuit (sp?) near the
Bastille...was recommended by a colleague of Liza's who lived in Paris for
awhile, and it did not disappoint!  We were also fortunate on this trip to
hook up with friends Russ and Linda from Phoenix, and to do a little joint
sightseeing with them at Versailles.

It's a neat thing to meet up with friends on another continent.  :-) 
Something we'd like to do more of with some of you!  Now that the house-building project is behind us, we're
ready to contemplate more serious travel, preferably to places with good security, or so far off the beaten path
that security won't be a problem.  If anyone has any ideas for joint travel, be sure to let us know!

Wrap Up

Ok, that's probably enough rambling for this issue.  Our best wishes to everyone for a happy and safe 2002.  And
remember, there's a guest room waiting for you in Hereford!

Don't Forget to Sign Our Guestbook!

Photos (from top to bottom):

1. Our new house in Hereford, Arizona.  No, it doesn't snow here often.
2. Liza outdoors freezing...
3. Hey, we're not in California any more!
4. The Java City cycling crew at our going-away party: Roberta, Dennis, Robert, Liza, Glenn, Dick, Jerry,

Leyla, Jeff; photo by Jane Becher
5. Robert on the Champs Elysées on 29 July, the final day of the Tour de France - probably the only day of

the year you can stand in the street and take this photograph.
6. Last ride in the Conejo Valley, CA, November 2001: Glenn, Dick, Robert, Dennis in Oak Park.
7. Robert in the snow in Hereford.
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