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Autism Expressed seeks to improve transition outcomes for your special education students. 
Our goal is to help your organization teach the essential digital life skills to the individuals you serve.

Autism Expressed

Welcome to Autism Expressed!
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Autism Expressed seeks to improve transition outcomes for your special education students. 
Our goal is to help your organization teach the essential digital life skills to the individuals 
you serve.

Autism Expressed was created by Michele McKeone, M. Ed., a teacher in a self-contained 
autistic support classroom with learners just like your’s. Using the curriculum and 
methodology of Autism Expressed, she led her classroom to win third place in a regional 
technology competition. While her students abilities varied greatly, everyone started with 
the basics and everyone developed a portfolio (verbal and non-verbal alike). By teaching her 
students marketable, digital life skills she was able to increase transition outcomes and post-
secondary opportunities including college and vocational participation.
 
You can do the same in your classroom! Please read on for more information on the program 
and how it will benefit your learners!

The Autism Expressed Learning System is specifically designed to engage students in learning 
and practicing digital life-skills, simultaneously gaining access to unlimited resources to 
support behavioral, social and communicative development as well as functional, occupational 
and academic achievement. 

We believe that this wonderful product is a viable and strong program for 
increasing transition outcomes and developing a variety of skills for our 
students. Autism Expressed helps us achieve our district’s goal of providing 
all students with the academic and problem-solving skills essential for 
personal development, responsible citizenship and lifelong learning.

Jill Schweizer, Special Education Supervisor Central Bucks School District
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How do we do it?

Who is it for?

The Autism Expressed carefully structured curriculum utilizes Bloom’s Taxonomy of 
Cognitive Domains as well as principles of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Therapy. Using 
these principles, we create a synthesized and interactive learning system effective in teaching 
digital life-skills such as emailing, blogging, online safety and digital media, design.

Each module is organized by standard-aligned objectives that measure skill mastery. Our 
one-of-kind curriculum contains a series of colorful and fun video animation modules, 
providing modeled instruction. Each lesson includes a simulated online environment for 
guided and independent practice of skill development. 

The interface is simple and direct, limiting choices and directives to a single task. Specifically 
designed to accommodate students with expressive and receptive language difficulties, the 
pragmatics of the voice over audio uses simplified language, paced for extended auditory 
processing time.  

The Autism Expressed curriculum was carefully designed by experts in the area of autism, 
education, and technology. Our system is unique in it’s ability to reach a broad range of 
diagnoses and “functioning” levels (including limited and non-verbal students).   Autism 
Expressed is used in a variety of educational settings; from  second grade self-contained 
autistic support classrooms, to the DC Public Library’s Adult Service Programs--and 
everywhere in between!! 

Autism Expressed seeks to level the playing field, giving all students the ability to express 
themselves and interact in the digital world. Our methods are proven successful for a 
variety of student abilities and starting points. While your students might already be using 
the internet, our program seeks to provide a sound digital literacy, ultimately including 
certifications that will prepare them for life past your classroom.

?

Watch a sample lesson https://vimeo.com/autismexpressed
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Easy to use

Our easy-to-use platform is accessible from any computer or personal device (like an ipad) 
with internet access and a modern browser.  There is no software to download or install.  
Users, both student and teacher, can log in with a username and password--it’s as easy as 
logging into your email account!

We understand the heavy demands on educators today.  That is why we designed a system 
that has done the all work for you.  All lesson content and materials have already been 
designed.  To make it even easier, we will send you an email with supplemental content when 
you need it and based on the progress your students are making. Supplements all already 
differentiated so you have a variety of resources to accommodate all levels of development. 

Generating a progress report is as easy as clicking a button--literally. We have already 
identified measurable objectives for each unit and put the analytics in place behind the 
scenes. If a student is struggling while interacting with the system independently, you will 
know right away. We will send an alert email, letting you know exactly what lesson he is 
having trouble in. This gives you the opportunity to review the lesson and fill in any gaps in 
comprehension. 

Our platform is also effective for the following special education categories:

Our brand is not embedded in our platform, so any student can use it.

Specific Learning Disabilities Orthopedic Impairment

Speech and Language Other Health Impairments

Intellectual Disability Autism

Emotional Disturbances Developmental Delay

*

Autism Expressed was developed in a special education classroom, 
by a special education teacher--it is designed for you!
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Why now?

In the U.S., 1 in 50 students have autism, a statistic up from 1 in 88 students in 2007.  
Meanwhile, unemployment in this community reaches 35%.  Digital skills are increasingly 
imperative to independence, as well as provide a multitude of job prospects for students.  
Reports assert, “technological literacy is an essential component of job readiness, citizenry, 
and life skills”  (Baker & O’Neil, 2003). 
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The lack of access to these essential skills is creating a critical barrier to progress during 
transition planning and limiting postsecondary outcomes for these students, further 
supporting an existing paradigm of pigeonholing students with autism into unemployment 
or low-wage paying jobs. Not to have the opportunity to develop these essential skills is 
to be denied access to and participation in the most vital information and communication 
modalities of today’s society.

Autism Expressed is the only scalable curriculum making digital media literacy accessible to 
students with autism and other developmental disabilities.
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What does Autism Expressed teach?

The curriculum includes four modules, each with a series of lessons that require the user 
to develop increased levels of digital literacy, incrementally. Lessons are short with extensive 
repetition. At the end of each lesson, students will demonstrate skill mastery by completing 
an activity before moving on the next lesson. 

In addition to skill development, we address the more specific nuances of a learner with 
autism. We know that students with Autism often struggle with reciprocity in socialization and 
this can generalize when dealing with online communication modes.  The Autism Expressed 
curriculum explicitly demystifies the nuances of digital and social media, as well as internet 
etiquette. The curriculum prioritizes and reinforces safety, teaching students to distinguish 
private information from public information and therefore, how to appropriately share on 
the internet. Additionally, students learn to recognize and respond to internet threats such 
as spam or ‘phishing’ (when someone is trying to garner private information such as bank 
account information or email address) and cyber-bullying.

Plus, our platform provides simulated environments so our students can practice their new 
skills in a safe environment before they venture out independently onto the internet. 
In our world of constantly changing technologies, Autism Expressed will keep on top of the 
trends for you, constantly updating our lessons and adding new ones on relevant ideas.  

?
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Start! Keep Going!Module I Module II Module III Module IV

.PDF

Internet Basics

Private/Public Info. 

Account & Apps

Online Behavior

Safety

File Types

Social Media

Troubleshooting

?

Design

Email

Blogging

Calendars

Maps

Cloud Documents

Resume Building

Online Portfolio

Cont. Education

What’s next?

Module I:

INTERNET NAVIGATOR 
Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels I & II: 
Knowledge and Comprehension
Goal: Students develop conceptual 
knowledge and comprehension of 
using the internet.

Module II: 

DIGITAL CITIZEN 
Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels II & III: 
Comprehension and Application
Goal: Students expand  
comprehension and practice  
application of skill sets necessary  
for using the internet.

Module III:

TECH-SAVVY AMBASSADOR 
Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels III & IV: 
Application and Analysis
Goal: Students apply and analyze 
mastered skills to think beyond 
the use of an application.

Module IV: 

PRIME PROFESSIONAL STAGE 
Bloom’s Taxonomy Levels V & VI: 
Synthesis and Evaluation
Goal: Students develop a 
professional online portfolio 
to demonstrate their individual 
abilities and skill levels.

Interfaces

Industry Software
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Professional Development

As a teacher or therapist in an Autism Expressed classroom, you will be empowered to 
facilitate digital literacy lessons under well researched and proven methods. We provide on 
demand professional development as your students go through the lessons. As a facilitator, 
you will have the ability to learn beside your students, with access to all lessons from email 
to coding. Each time a student completes a lesson or section, you will receive an email with 
teaching tips on how to reinforce these lessons in the classroom or one on one, providing 
you ultimately with a library of resources  for teaching digital literacy.

Reinforcing the lessons, from the vocabulary to the topics, is extremely important as a 
facilitator, and therefore, we put a great importance on your development in the digital 
literacy curriculum as well as the student’s. 

Experienced Autism Expressed facilitators will receive an Autism Expressed Digital Literacy 
Certification, indicating that you are proficient in facilitating the digital life skills curriculum 
and providing you with a new set tools to reach new heights as a teacher. As digital life skills 
become more central in student’s overall curriculum, our program will help you stay ahead 
of the game!

I can say that the Autism Expressed system is an impressive use of  
technology in the classroom, supporting students with and without  
disabilities.  The use of repetition, reward, excellent voiceover talent,  
badging, clear statements and attractive graphics make this system  
better than any other I have experienced.

Patrick Timony, Adaptive Technology Librarian, DC Public Library

“
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Outcomes

Scientific Advisory Board

In 2012, The Wharton School of Business surveyed parents, school administrators and 
therapists regarding their perceived value of Autism Expressed’s services. The survey 
provided favorable results with 90% of respondents indicating that the digital literacy skills 
provided by Autism Expressed are important. The key components of this product will lead to 
increased digital literacy skills, a critical skill area needed for improved transition outcomes 
for students with disabilities to obtain further training and education (e.g., postsecondary 
education, vocational education programs). Autism Expressed is specifically designed to 
engage students in learning and practicing digital life-skills, simultaneously gaining access 
to unlimited resources to support behavioral, social and communicative development as well 
as functional, occupational and academic achievement.

David an Associate Professor at the University of Pennsylvania and the Director 
of Center of Mental Health Policy and Services Research, UPenn School of 
Medicine. For the past 15 years, he has conducted research on strategies to 
improve quality of care for individuals with autism in community settings.

Catherine is a Psycho-Educational Diagnostician and Learning Consultant 
providing interventions in attention, learning and behavior with over 30 
years of experience. Chase was the first educator to receive a Fellowship in 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School.

Michel is an Assistant Professor at Drexel University in the School of Education 
(SoE). Dr. Miller developed a special education teacher certification program 
at the undergraduate and graduate level including a concentration in Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. Her research focuses on ipad application to support 
student learning.

Dr. Michel L. Miller, Sc. D.
Director of Center of Mental Health Policy and Services Research, UPenn School of Medicine

Catherine Chase, MS, LDTC, 
Psycho-Educational Diagnostician and Learning Consultant/ Reading Specialist

David Mandell, Sc. D.
Director of Center of Mental Health Policy and Services Research, UPenn School of Medicine

Autism Expressed’s curriculum is based off of well researched and proven methodology.  
We have a team of experts behind our product.
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Autism Expressed Interactive Curriculum License

Our one-of-kind curriculum contains a series of highly synthesized 
video animation modules providing modeled instruction. 
Each lesson includes a simulated online environment for guided  
and independent practice of skill development. The Autism  
Expressed carefully structured curriculum utilizes Bloom’s Taxonomy 
of Cognitive Domains as well as principles of ABA. Each module is 
organized by standard-aligned objectives that measure skill mastery. 

Autism Expressed’s research based rewarded system, engages,  
motivates and reinforces student achievement. The imagery  
from each badge is designed to evoke the visual/verbal association  
to key concepts and vocabulary. Teachers can incorporate this  
system into their classroom management system or behavior 
modification program. 

Each teacher licensed will receive a facilitator account with tools  
to track student progress and generate reports based on 
measurable and standard aligned objectives.  Progress reports can 
be generated and shared with Individualized Educational Program 
team members such as parents and therapist.
 
Progress monitoring: 
Increase Transition Outcomes and Post-secondary opportunities 
through data driven instruction.  Software analytics evaluate 
student mastery of each unit’s measurable objective. Teachers use 
this data to identify new areas of strength and use data to inform 
instruction and to develop personalized transition goals. 

Autism Expressed is the first and only online, learning system teaching digital life-skills to 
students with special education disability categories to improve transition outcomes. 

Interactive Curriculum

Virtual Rewards System

Facilitator Account
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+ Autism Expressed Curriculum Supplements 

Autism Expressed’s research based Tactile Reward System 
supplements our virtual badges to engage, motivate and reinforce 
student achievement within the educational environment. 

The tactile rewards package includes a booklet of Achievement 
Badge Stickers and wall charts for each student, providing  
tactile and visual reinforcement of student achievement. Teachers 
can incorporate this system into their classroom management or 
behavior modification program.

Our extensive, on-demand resource portal includes materials to 
support implementation of the Autism Expressed Curriculum, 
including technical recommendations, on-demand video modeling 
and printable and digital supplemental instructional materials 
(activities, comprehension questions, word wall vocabulary badges, 
posters, projects etc.).

While Autism Expressed is specifically designed to engage students 
to learn and practice digital life-skills, teachers are simultaneously 
gaining access to unlimited resources to support behavioral, social  
and communicative development as well as functional,  
occupational and academic achievement. The Resource Portal and 
professional development keeps teachers up to date on the  
newest best practices and essential technologies, changing paradigm  
for educating students with disabilities. 
 
Professional development allows teachers to use their new tools  
along with new sets of data to  support student transition in  
developing the technological and vocational skills relevant to the  
digital age as well as a dynamic understanding of common digital  
age communication skills.

Autism Expressed provides an extensive system of resources to reinforce learning and 
empower educators. 

Tactile Rewards 

Teacher Resource Portal

Professional Development

aex

aex
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