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Washington, D.C., Aug. 28 – The descendants of the Sammons and Ferguson families are 
pleased to announce that the National Register of Historic Places has determined that the 
Jesse Scott Sammons Farmstead in Charlottesville, Virginia— comprising the 
Sammons/Ferguson Cemetery and the J.S. Sammons homestead—has been deemed 
“eligible” for inclusion in the National Register.  
 
In 1998, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) acquired the properties 
through eminent domain to make way for a controversial, federally funded highway, the 
Route 29 Bypass Road (the Western Bypass), which as proposed would have led to the 
destruction of the homestead and cemetery. Family members only learned about the 
threat to these properties early this year from concerned local historians, not from VDOT, 
which had not disclosed directly to the family its intent to disinter the bodies of the 
deceased and to relocate the grave to another site. On May 13, 2013, the properties were 
included on Preservation Virginia’s “Most Endangered Historic Sites” list. 
 
We have been encouraged that VDOT has recently begun examining the feasibility of 
shifting the roadway alignment away from the Sammons cemetery and house, but the 
avoidance buffer has been narrow, a matter of mere feet from the resting places of our 
loved ones and the house they once occupied. Our hope is that the Keeper’s ruling will 
provide guidelines for how best to avoid adverse effects to this rich heritage. In her 
August 27, 2013 letter the Keeper analyzes the significance of the Sammons properties in 
terms of rich and complex national, state, and local historic contexts:  
 

The racially segregated society that developed in Virginia after 
Reconstruction was designed to deny political, economic, educational, and 
social equality to African Americans and to minimize and thwart the 
opportunities of men such as Mr. Sammons and Dr. Ferguson. Rigid racial 
separation was mandated by Jim Crow laws which led to the segregation 
of public schools, public spaces (restaurants, theaters, libraries, parks, etc), 
and public transportation. A determined and effective effort was made to 
drive African Americans out of the political process by denying them the 
right to vote, to sit on juries, or to run for political office. ... Despite the 
second-class status imposed on African Americans, Jesse Scott Sammons 
and Doctor George Rutherford Ferguson achieved professional careers and 
provided distinguished leadership and service to their communities. ...  
 

Known burials in the cemetery include Jesse S. Sammons, his wife, Lula, their son 
Robert, and Dr. George Rutherford Ferguson, who in 1929 married J.S. Sammons’s 
daughter Eva. Family members believe that Jesse’s parents Rollins and Sarah are also  



buried in the family cemetery. After the Civil War, free “mulatto” miller Rollins Walter 
Sammons and his wife Sarah Bell (née Scott) Sammons—a descendant of the Hemings 
Family of Monticello—were co-owners of the Hydraulic Mills—once comprising grain 
and lumber mills, a cooper’s shop, a silkworm industry, several residences, a wharf and a 
post office—that became a commercial and social center for newly-freed African 
Americans.  
 
The Keeper’s ruling has determined that “the boundary of the eligible property is the 
extent of the ca. 27.8-acre parcel of land owned by the Sammons family that retains 
historic integrity,” a parcel that has been defined by a line superimposed on a map VDOT 
provided to the Keeper and staff members during the course of their August 15, 2013 
visit to the properties. The ruling reverses the evaluation put forth by the Federal 
Highway Administration, VDOT and its consultant, Cultural Resources, Inc., that the 
Sammons properties are “not eligible” for the National Register.  
 
That this momentous decision comes on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the March on 
Washington is incredibly meaningful to our family. We know that our journey to protect 
and preserve these properties is not over. We would encourage other families to delve 
into their history to protect what is theirs, and we hope that our children, and our 
children’s children, will always have a place to which they can come to reflect, 
remember, and commemorate the roles that their ancestors played in American history.  
 


