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Church History Overview – Part 2 
 

Review: Why study church history? 
• Humbles us 

o Teaches: no church today can claim to be exclusive descendent of 1st century church 
o Therefore: no one “right” way to do church –many diverse, godly attempts to do 

church  

• Warns us 
o Our decisions today can have major, unexpected consequences for millennia! 
o Church history puts us on our knees in prayer whenever we face a major decision b/c it 

reminds us that no one can foresee all the consequences of their decisions  

• Guides us 
o It provides guidance in evaluating beliefs and ideas 
o Helps us spot fads, novelties, and rehashed errors 
o Helps us reckon with the historical forces that have shaped our church 
o Studying the past helps you make better decisions in the present 

• Encourages us 
o Despite all the sin and mistakes in our past… the church still exists and grows 

 

Ground Rules 
• This is PROTESTANT church history 

o There are many branches of church history we can’t cover: Orthodox, African, etc. 
o My presentation of history will be biased towards Protestantism… b/c I am Protestant 

• Historical transition came gradually 
o Even though we will talk about specific dates, changes usually took decades 

• Doctrine developed only as need arose 
o only when threats forced the church to clarify and carefully explain what it believed 

• Beliefs of past leaders must be analyzed in their context 
o E.g. You cannot go back to 300 AD and ask if Augustine was a RC or Protestant – those 

words and debates didn’t exist in his day 

• I am NOT a historian… learn from my teachers 
o “Church History in Plain Language” by Bruce Shelley 
o “The Story of Christianity” Vols 1 & 2 by Justo Gonzalez 

 

Church History Outline - review 
1. Ancient Church (Pentecost till 600) 

a. Apostolic Age (Pentecost till 100) 
b. Church Fathers (100 till 150) 
c. Apologists (150 till 300) 
d. Theologians (300 till 600) 
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Tonight: Start with the Medieval Church 
 
Medieval Church (600 till 1500)  
not “mid-evil” – means “middle age” 

- age b/w the end of the Roman empire and the beginning of modern Europe 
- Notice from that definition that we’ve cut much of the world out of this history 

o The Medieval Era is centered on Europe 
o Leaves out what’s occurring in Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Americas 
o b/c the church was still largely centered in Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East 

 
divided into 2 parts with 5 movements 
- Catholic Medieval (600 till 1054) 

- called “Catholic” b/c the Latin-speaking West and Greek-speaking East were still united 
- they didn’t like each other… but were still part of one church 
- that changed in 1054 when they mutually excommunicated each other 

- Roman Catholic Medieval (1054 till 1500) 
- from here forward, we’re just focused on the West b/c that’s where Protestantism is born 
- The Eastern Orthodox church continues on its own path 

 
The Catholic Medieval Church (600 – 1054) 
 

1. Collapse of Rome (600 – 750) 
- Seat of empire moved to Constantinople (now Istanbul) in time of Constantine 

o Called the Byzantine Empire – lasts another 1000 years till the Turks destroy 
o So in the East, there is relative political stability and strength under emperor 
o The church remains limited to spiritual concerns, not political 

- Things are very different in the West  
o Invaded and conquered by a succession of barbarian tribes who, in turn, conquered 

one another 
o Visigoths took Spain and then sacked Rome in 410AD – shocked the world 
o The Vandals, Burgundians, Goths, Saxons, Lombards invaded and claimed what was 

left of the Western Roman empire 
- The Church in Rome became the stabilizing force in 3 ways… 
- 1. Grew the power of the Pope 

o “pope” simply means “father” – at first just a reference to a respected church bishop 
o eventually came to refer to the particular bishop of church in Rome 
o The barbarian invasions fueled rise of the pope in Rome 
o Leo the Great – first “pope” in a modern sense – appointed in 440 

▪ When Attila the Hun invaded Italy, the political leaders were weak 
▪ So Leo went out to meet the Hun and convince him not to attack Rome 
▪ When the Vandals sacked Rome in 455 he led negotiations to avoid burning city 
▪ Notice: the rise of papal power was not for selfish reasons – trying to save lives! 
▪ But as power grows, it always leads to abuses: Leo was the first bishop of Rome 

to claim the preeminence of the Roman church over all churches 
 



  3 

o Gregory the Great – appointed in 590 
▪ Didn’t want to be pope, but when elected to it, he gave it his all 
▪ Political leadership of Rome was in disarray 
▪ So he stepped up: organized distribution of food, rebuilt aqueducts & defenses 
▪ Negotiated peace with the Lombards 
▪ Sent missionaries and deputies throughout world – converting whole barbarian 

people groups to Christianity and resolving theological debates 
▪ So he did a LOT of good things, both politically and spiritually 
▪ BUT… he also gave support to heretical ideas that would become part of 

Roman Catholicism: purgatory, penance, and mass as a re-sacrifice of Christ 
- 2. Sent missionaries to the barbarians 

o Most famous: Patrick to Ireland, Boniface to Germany 
o What’s amazing: the barbarians conquered the Roman Empire… but the religion of the 

Roman Empire, Christianity, conquered them!  
o It wasn’t always pretty!  
o The world was still horrifically brutal at this time 
o Typically, a missionary tried to convert a king 
o If the king accepted, he forced all his people to follow suit, at pain of death! 
o But within a few hundred years, almost all of Western Europe was nominally Xian 

- 3. Established monastic orders  
o This was the era of Benedict, a monk who established what’s called the Rule 
o A written list of principles that will guide monasticism for centuries 
o Important b/c monasteries became:  

▪ the preservers of ancient manuscripts and knowledge  
▪ the source of future popes and leaders for the church 

 

2. Rise of Carolingian Dynasty (750-900) 

- Something entirely new bursts on the scene in the late 600’s… Islam 
o Founded by Mohammed in modern Saudi Arabia, it unites the Arab tribes 
o Launch one of the most effective military conquests ever 
o Conquer the Middle East and much of the Byzantine Empire 
o Conquer all of North Africa and most of Spain 
o So when we think of where the church was centered in its first 600 years… 

▪ Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria, Constantinople, and Rome 
▪ All that’s left is Constantinople and Rome… rest are now Muslim held 

o But the Muslim Moors in Spain didn’t stop at Spain – marched towards heart of Europe 
- Who could the church in Rome turn to for help? 

o Not the Byzantine Empire – they were in their own war with the Muslim invaders 
- The Roman church turned to the most powerful barbarian group: the Franks 

o They had accepted Christianity around 500 
o They conquered most of what we call France today… but were weak  
o Until Charles Mantel… “the hammer” united them and led them against the Moors 
o Won the battle of Tours in 732AD – stopped the progress of Islam for a while 
o From that point on, everyone looked up to him as king 
o His son Pepin took the title king 
o And then his son Charlemagne went one further… 



  4 

- Xmas Day, 800AD… Charlemagne crowned emperor by Pope Leo 3 
o Notice the symbolism: pope bestows the crown = church is the highest power! 
o 1000 years later another emperor will flip the script – Napoleon put the crown on his 

own head to demonstrate that the church is not his authority 
o With the church’s blessing, Charlemagne had incredible success – expands Xianity 
o Again, often with blood – forcibly baptized the Saxons – killed any who resisted 
o But in the eyes of most, this was a rebirth of the peace and stability of Roman Empire 

- And for the church – this was a high-water mark 
o Politically strong and respected 
o Theologically, still fairly good, from a Protestant perspective 

▪ yes, you had errors like purgatory and penance… 
▪ But most of the apostle’s doctrine remained as we have it today 

- But that period of stability didn’t last long… 
 

3. Collapse of Carolingian Dynasty (900 – 1054) 
- Charlemagne’s successors were not nearly as effective… kingdom grew weak 
- New invasions threatened Europe 

o Vikings / Norsemen from the sea 
o Muslims from Asia 

- Church corruption & injustice grows 
o Power corrupts… always 
o The church amassed massive amounts of land and wealth  
o Leadership position of BISHOP became a hot commodity: brought luxury and power 
o The church and the state began to sell that office to the highest bidder 

▪ = Simony 
o And current bishops tried to make sure office passed to their sons or relatives so the 

wealth would stay in the family 
▪ = nepotism 

o Furthermore, when the church and state were wed together in the early middle ages – 
eventually meant that the state had a lot of influence in the church 

▪ often appointed bishops based on political favors rather than merit 
- Sad end of this era: East splits from West – 1054 

o Tension had grown for centuries 
o Began simply with misunderstandings 

▪ Spoke different languages – Greek vs Latin 
▪ Faced different challenges – Barbarians in the West vs still a Byzantine emperor 

in the East  
o Central issue that fueled the split: Rome’s claim of dominance over all other churches 
o Many secondary issues: minutia of Trinitarian definitions, icons in worship, & celibacy 

for priests 
▪ But those were really just excuses – it was all about power 

o Neither the East or West would yield, so on July 16, 1054 the Pope’s representative 
laid a decree of excommunication on the altar of St Sophia in Constantinople 

▪ Both sides excommunicated the other 
▪ And since they all believed salvation was only possible in the church 
▪ They effectively all damned each other 
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so now we enter… 

The Roman Catholic Medieval Church (1054 – 1500) 
- From this point on, we’re just focusing on the West b/c that’s where Protestants come from 

o The Eastern Orthodox church takes its own path which we don’t have time to study 
- In the West: this was another low point – corruption and division 
- Many called for renewal of the church… that renewal would come through the monasteries 

 

4. The Monastic Renewal (1054-1300) 

- Monasticism served as the vehicle of fresh renewal 
o Lots of new monastic orders like Franciscans & Dominicans 
o These monasteries had largely avoided the corruption of the previous centuries 

▪ Monks took vows of poverty – they weren’t interested in land or wealth 
▪ And they were celibate – no kids, so no nepotism 

o The monks lived a disciplined, rigorous life… and that’s what the church wanted in a 
pope 

o So monks were brought in to lead and renew the church 
- Enforced priestly celibacy to avoid corruption 
- Adopted the absolute hierarchy of the monastery 

o Just as the abbot leads the monks with absolute authority 
o So the pope would lead the church, and the Western world with absolute authority 
o Climaxes in Innocent III in 1200 – claimed absolute spiritual and political authority 
o This absolute authority is what launched 300 years of Crusades 

▪ The church grieved the loss of the holy land to Muslim invaders 
▪ Pope Urban 2 called the first Crusade in 1095 
▪ There would be many others afterwards 
▪ Some crusaders were motivated by a genuine desire to liberate the holy land  
▪ Many were motivated by promises of wealth and heavenly reward 
▪ Whatever the motivation… it was bloody! 
▪ The Crusaders succeeded in retaking Antioch and Jerusalem in 1099 
▪ And then they killed all the Muslims, raped the women, slaughtered the babies, 

and burned the Jews who were in the city 
▪ That became the norm from both sides – the Muslims won the city back a few 

decades later and they slaughtered people 
▪ When the Turks finally threatened Constantinople, another Crusade was 

launched that fought the Turks… and the Eastern Orthodox and the Jews 
o The sad reality is that this was before introduction of what we call freedom of religion 

▪ People fought and died over religion 
▪ The church and the Mosque wielded the sword  

o The Crusades ultimately ended in failure & centuries of bad relations with Muslims and 
Orthodox Christians 

- Moved Christianity towards a system of works 
o This renewal from the monasteries substantially deviated from apostle’s doctrine 

towards the mechanical faith many of us associate with Roman Catholicism 
o Not all the fault of the monks – they were faced with an illiterate populace – didn’t 

have Bibles – couldn’t read them if they could! 
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o Rather than educate the populace, they turned Christianity into a system of 
sacraments and works 

o Ideas of grace and a relationship with God were lost 
o Christianity became a list of sins to avoid and sacraments to take 

- So the Western church experienced renewal that took it in some bad directions 
- That renewal didn’t last long… 

 

5. The Late Medieval Decline (1300-1500) 

- Birth of Scholasticism leads to obfuscation of Christianity 
o This is the era when universities were born – first as cathedral schools 
o New generations of scholars raised within the RCC hierarchy wrote detailed, complex 

systematic theologies 
o Thomas Aquinas, Anselm, and Peter Abelard 
o Seems really good – but it grew so complex and detailed that no one other than a 

trained scholar could really understand any of it 
o That fueled this move towards a mechanical faith for the common man – you can’t 

hope to keep up with the scholars so just do what we tell you 
- Papacy lost political power 

o Europe was changing – this is the era when nationalism was birthed 
o Before this, people in Europe identified themselves as citizens of a town or county 
o No town or county has the power to oppose a Pope! 
o But in this era, towns and counties coalesced into distinct nations with borders, laws, 

and economies 
o People began to think of themselves as “French” or “Spanish” or “British” 
o And nations do have power to oppose a Pope! 
o So as governments grew in power, the church declined in power 
o Eventually, the pope became just a pawn of various governments 
o Low point – 3 separate popes named by 3 different political groups all competing for 

the title 
- Papacy fell back into corruption 

o You can tell priests not to get married… but that doesn’t mean they can’t have sex 
o And many did – they had concubines, just like kings in the OT 
o Their political power might have waned, but thanks to the mechanical nature of 

Christianity, they had plenty of access to money – just charge people for forgiveness 
o = indulgences, which is what will drive Martin Luther to revolt 

- Many people begin to work for change within the church 
o John Wycliffe in England – translated Bible into English which the church did not allow 
o John Huss in Bohemia called for expulsion of unworthy clergy 

▪ The church was still strong enough, however, to have Huss burned at stake 
- At the same time a new philosophy began to sweep Europe: the Renaissance 

o Artists and intellectuals called for people to solve problems by reconnecting to past 
o As the Byzantine empire finally disintegrated, many of their scholars moved to the 

West, bringing ancient manuscripts from the Greeks and Romans 
- But the Papacy ignored both the calls for reform & the emerging renaissance 
- And that set up the conflict that would shape the next era of church history… 
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The Modern Church Part 1: The Reformation (1500-1700) 
- Key: Reformation(s) 

o Many reformations within the Western church produced many new groups 
o Reformation split Western church into 3 basic groups: 

▪ 2 Protestant groups… with many denominations 
▪ 1 renewed Roman Catholic church 

- As Protestants we say: Apostles’ doctrine largely recovered by the Protestants 
- But remember: this was still before freedom of religion or separation of church & state 

o So these reformations were both spiritual AND political 
o Protestants and Catholics raised armies and fought one another 
o Protestants even fought other Protestants 
o This was an era of constant war and massive violence 

▪ E.g. Thirty Year’s War – 8 million casualties – killed 1/3 of Germany’s pop 
- 1. Magisterial Reformers – Protestants who leave the church & state united: 

o 3 separate denominations that come out of the Magisterial Reformation – all in 
distinct parts of Europe 

o In Germany – what was called the Holy Roman Empire at the time… Lutheran Church  
▪ Martin Luther – a Roman Catholic monk who became a theology professor  
▪ When a young man, caught in a thunderstorm, terrified, dedicates life to God 
▪ Joins the monastery 
▪ But can never get past feelings of guilt and fear of judgment 

• Saw God as a terrifying judge waiting to damn him for his sins 

• Couldn’t find any relief to that guilt through the mechanics of 
confession and penance 

▪ Couldn’t find any relief… until he really studied the book of Romans! 

• discovered this idea that became the seed of the reformation: salvation 
by GRACE ALONE through FAITH ALONE 

• that saved him and transformed him 

• he longed to share that with others 
▪ But… Roman Catholic church got in the way – particularly sale of indulgences 

• they said salvation from purgatory had to be bought 

• "As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory 
springs." 

▪ Luther hated indulgences and anything else that obscured Sola Gratia 
▪ So on October 31, 1517 he nailed a list of his 95 Theses – 95 disagreements 

with RCC on the door of the church in Wittenberg 
▪ RCC responds by accusing him of heresy, and we won’t repent, 

excommunicates him and calls on the prince of his region to arrest him 
▪ If this was still back in the Middle Ages… Luther would have died at this point 
▪ But the world has changed through 2 innovations 

• 1 we already talked about: nationalism – the prince over his region 
doesn’t feel the need to obey the Pope 

• 2. the printing press – Luther’s ideas and, more importantly, his 
translation of the Bible into German which the church would never 
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allow are copied and distributed throughout Germany winning Luther 
wide support 

▪ He was born at just the right time – he stays alive and founds a new branch of 
the church: Lutheranism 

• His protégé Melanchthon codifies it into modern Luthernism 

• Provinces in Germany controlled by Lutheran princes side with Luther 

• Provinces in Germany controlled by Catholic princes side with Rome 

• And war results… and lots of death 
▪ If you haven’t seen movie “Luther”… you should! 

o In Switzerland and parts of France… The Reformed Church 
▪ Zwingli – similar to Luther – strong personality who saw how far RC had 

deviated from biblical Christianity – leads a reformation 
▪ He and Luther once met to see if their reformations could be united – but both 

were just too brash, butted heads, couldn’t get along 
▪ We know the Reformed church primarily through Zwingli’s protégé: John Calvin  
▪ Calvin systematized the Reformed faith in his famous Institutes  
▪ Interestingly, we think of Calvin as Calvinism opposed to Arminianism 
▪ But both come from Calvin 
▪ Calvin held to both free will and divine sovereignty  
▪ His followers fought over which trumps the other 

• Calvinists (sovereignty) vs Arminians (free will) 
o In England… The Anglican Church  

▪ Started with Henry 8th’s desire to annul his marriage  
▪ Pope wouldn’t let him so Henry had Parliament declare the English Church 

independent of Rome with Henry as its head 
▪ He kept the church Roman Catholic in doctrine and practice, but the seeds 

were laid for an independent reformation 
▪ Eventually his daughter, Queen Elizabeth, established the “middle way” 
▪ Anglicanism: a British compromise between Calvinism & Roman Catholicism 

• adopts Calvinist doctrine but practices RCC ceremony 

• The RCC didn’t like it – they excommunicated Elizabeth 

• The strict Calvinists didn’t like it – still too Catholic for them 
o Some of them, the Puritans, left for America 

• But most British loved it – helped avoid more war 
▪ Anglicanism eventually spread beyond England – now world-wide 

• here in America, it’s called the Episcopal Church 
- 2. Radical Reformation – Protestants who separate church & state: 

o Anabaptists = “baptize again”  
o They rejected all the traditions handed down by the RCC and sought to return to 

simple Christianity of the NT 
o Noticed that the NT church didn’t baptize babies – only believers 
o So, the re-baptized themselves as adult believers – that’s where the name comes from 
o Anabaptists heavily persecuted for their belief by both RCC and Mag Protestants 
o They spread to Holland, England, and America 
o Eventually become simply Baptists 
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o This is where we come from 
▪ GBC was Baptist when founded – so we are radical protestants 

- 3. Roman Catholic Counter-Reformation 
o The RCC itself experienced a reformation, too 

▪ Actually began before Luther burst on the scene 
▪ But it was a reform of practice, not doctrine 
▪ They knew they needed to root out corruption and immorality 
▪ But they weren’t willing to change their theology 

o So, in response to the Protestant Reformation… convened the Council of Trent  
▪ Codified Roman Catholic beliefs as we think of them today 
▪ Salvation by grace + 7 sacraments; the authority of tradition and the RCC 
▪ and for good measure: anathematized all Protestants 

o Also launched the inquisition to enforce Roman Catholicism 
▪ Often using violence to stamp out Protestantism 

- So, the church in the West has radically changed – it was now multiple branches with diverse 
theology and practices… all at war with one another! 

o that horrific violence birthed a new philosophical movement in Europe 
 

The Modern Church Part 2: The Enlightenment (1700-1900) 
- The Enlightenment an intellectual and philosophical movement in the West… 
- …that relied on human reason rather than revelation as the source of truth and progress 

o roots stretching back to the Renaissance 
o fueled by progress in science, mathematics, and especially philosophy 

- Ironically, it was birthed by faithful Christian Philosophers 
o Rene Descartes  

▪ One of the founders of the Scientific Revolution  
▪ “I think, therefore I am” – the absolute ground of knowledge is not divine 

revelation external to me – it’s my own reason thinking things through 
▪ Descartes was still a faithful Christian – still believed in Jesus 
▪ He had no idea that his innovations in philosophy would eventually shake 

Christendom to the core and introduce a whole new worldview to humanity 
o John Locke 

▪ Pioneered the concept of religious tolerance 
▪ One of the first modern empiricists – knowledge comes primarily through our 

senses 
▪ Still a Christian, but laying the foundation for the scientific method 

o David Hume 
▪ Harder to tell if he was a Christian 
▪ He was a pioneer in empiricism, skepticism and naturalism – all of which 

diminished the authority of divine revelation 
o The greatest of all Enlightenment Philosophers: Immanuel Kant 

▪ Who separated all things we claim to “know” into… 

• phenomena – things we experience with our senses 

• nomena – actual things in themselves that exist independent of us 
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▪ According to Kant, we can only know phenomena for certain – those things we 
see, taste, touch, hear 

▪ Nomena – the things that exist outside and independent of, we can’t know, we 
can only believe 

▪ God and salvation – these are nomena – we can’t know them 
▪ Therefore, Kant laid the groundwork for science trumping religion because 

science deals with the phenomena which we can know, not the nomena which 
we can’t 

- All that philosophy gets pretty complicated, doesn’t it! 
- Reality is: the philosophy has shaped all of us… and shaped the world we live in 

o We distinguish b/w scientific truths we can test & religious truths we can only believe 
- We’ll see next week how the history of the Enlightenment played esp in America… and how 

it’s now been supplanted by a new philosophy of Postmodernism 
 
What I want to do now is spend some time talking about this 2nd worldview that we’ve now 
encountered in church history 
 
Worldview of Reason – reason is our ultimate gauge of truth 

- there’s much we agree with in this worldview 
o we agree with Locke about religious freedom – let’s not kill over religion! 
o we agree in some ways with Kant – that Xianity is a matter of faith, not sight – it’s not 

something we can prove 
o and overall, we support the pursuit of science that the enlightenment birthed 

- where this worldview goes wrong is when reason alone is made king 
o when everything that can’t be scientifically proven is rejected 
o you can’t prove God, or miracles, or the resurrection… so religion is rejected 

- there are many people in this academic town that hold that worldview 
- so how do we share Jesus with non-Christians who put human reason above all? 
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Witness and Worldview 2 – Reason 
 
A “worldview” is a comprehensive conception or image of the universe and of humanity's relation to 
it. A person’s worldview represents his or her most fundamental beliefs and assumptions about life.  
 
The Reason Worldview – ultimate truth is found in human reason and scientific progress 
 
Ideas for witness from the medieval and reformation church 

1. Know why you believe 
One of the few beautiful things during the late medieval era: gracious apologetic 
discussions b/w Christian and Muslim scholars 
- certainly not the norm – lots of war and violence 
- but occasionally swords would be set down and conversation taken up 
 
It is reasonable and appropriate for a non-Christian to challenge you to explain why 
you believe in Jesus. So be ready to answer that in a winsome way. 
There are LOTS of resources to help you with this:  

More than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell 
Case for Christ by Lee Strobel 
Reasons for God by Timothy Keller 

   Article we wrote on Evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus 
 

Discuss at tables: Did God use any historical or scientific evidence to either lead you to 
believe in Jesus, or to strengthen your faith in Jesus? If so, what was it? 

 
2. Exude humility 

All those wars during the Reformation b/w various branches of the church taught us 
something: you’re never going to get anywhere good without a little humility! 
Each side proclaimed, “We are totally right and you are totally damned” That left no 
room for conversation – all they could do was fight! 
If you approach a non-Christian with that attitude – I am totally right and you are 
totally damned – that’s adversarial – you’re primed to fight – that’s NOT going to be 
productive.  
People are always surprised to learn that the two most useful phrases I’ve spoken while 
sharing my faith with a non-Christian: “I don’t know” and “I totally could be wrong.” 
These are both TRUE! We don’t know we’re right about any of this. We walk by FAITH, 
not SIGHT. When I’m honest about that, it opens people up to have genuine dialog and 
discussion. 
It sets us up as equals instead of adversaries… and that leads to great conversation 

 
3. Address the heart, not just the head 

The enlightenment era is rightly criticized for overplaying the role of our intellect in our 
decisions. Humans are not purely rationale creatures that determine truth from purely 
scientific reasoning.  
Therefore, look for opportunities to address heart issues, not just head issues. How has 
your faith in Jesus given you peace and purpose or driven away shame and fear?  
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Table discussion: Think back to a time when you talked about Jesus or Christianity with 
an intellectually-minded non-Christian. Why did they choose not to believe in Jesus? Do 
you think their reasons were purely academic, or were their heart issues involved as 
well? 

 
4. Again… care for the vulnerable 

Brilliant words are powerless without selfless deeds – it is by our love that they will 
know we are Jesus’ disciples; not by our intelligence. Even at the height of the 
Enlightenment, it was selfless deeds that captivated non-Christians more than our 
apologetics. 
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