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Beginning this September, our rising 6th graders will no longer be part of Children’s Ministry, 

but instead be part of Youth Ministry on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.  

This change will create a better peer environment for our 6th graders, reflective of what they 

experience in school. Our research on 10 Arlington churches has shown that all but one has a 

junior high program which includes 6th graders. As 6th graders struggle to find their identity on 

their journey to adolescence, we want to be there walking alongside them and supporting them in 

the best way.   

Here’s what to expect: 

On September 9, all students will be advancing up a grade level in our Sunday morning 

programs. Our Sunday youth classes will now include 6th–12th graders. We will meet as a group 

in the Well at 10:45 am for snacks, fellowship, and announcements. Then we will break up into 

different age groups for teaching, Bible study, and prayer time. Sixth graders will be in a group 

with 7th graders and have their own teachers.  

On September 12, our Wednesday night youth group kicks off at 7:00 pm. This will now 

include 6th graders, and they will no longer be part of Kids Club. Sixth, 7th and 8th graders will be 

grouped together for these Wednesday activities. At 7:00 pm, they will meet in the Community 

Room (Room 119) for an opening program. Then they will divide up by grade level and gender 

with a leader for small group times. At the end, they will come back together in the Community 

Room for a closing Bible learning time. And then they will have time to hang out in the Gym 

until parent pick-up. 

To help this transition process: 

We are planning an event for rising 6th and 7th graders this summer. We hope this will help with 

relationship building prior to the new class year. It will include a quick parent Q&A at the 

beginning. Stay tuned for the date on this! 

We also have an event planned (open to all youth) on August 29 at Upton Hill Park, Arlington. 

There will be a pool, batting cages, and mini golf. Our youth ministry webpage already has 

details for this event. We will also send a parent email reminder. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Greg O’Dell       Kelli Dudley  

Associate Pastor, Students and Families  Children’s Ministry Director 

https://www.cherrydale.org/belong/kids/
https://www.cherrydale.org/belong/youth/
https://www.cherrydale.org/belong/youth/youth-group/
https://www.cherrydale.org/belong/kids/club/
https://www.cherrydale.org/event/upton-hill-park-hangout/
https://www.cherrydale.org/who-we-are/church-leadership-and-staff/greg-odell/
https://www.cherrydale.org/who-we-are/church-leadership-and-staff/kelli-dudley/

