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Social Media Automation Tools Reviewed 
 

Avoiding that feeling of “overwhelm” when faced by all the tasks presented by 

a Social Media campaign is a key issue.   

Sure, your main response comes from planning and scheduling, from using 

simple analysis techniques like ICPs and MDIs, and from putting an ideas factory of 

content at the heart of your campaign.  Automated tools however, can let you access 

A LOT of Social Media at the push of a button and eliminate most of the repetition 

and boring, time-consuming grunt work. 

So which ones should you use? 

 

This is a balance between cost and power, but you’d be mad not to use some 

of these choices if you’re serious about getting a big increase in traffic.  In fact the 

whole exercise of reviewing these tools shows that the “donkey-work” of Social 

Media needn’t be anything of the kind.  These tools leave you free to focus on high 

quality shareable content, and they look after the submissions for you. 

I’ll start with Hootsuite, which kind of obvious, and then move onto the 

seriously powerful equipment. 

 

Hootsuite 
Hootsuite is simply a scheduling and posting tool.  You can write a single post 

and slam it out to a number of social media platforms, including attached images for 

instance, at the touch of a button.  You can also set up a week’s worth or more of 

posts to these media. 

Obviously, this does not handle the “conversation and influencing” part of 

Twitter and Facebook, for instance, since you’ve scheduled the stuff.  Most people 

build a campaign around a number of scheduled content rich posts, bring people to 
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your site or your media, and then build their free-form activities, liking and 

retweeting etc around that. 

The free version lets you access any 3 media accounts, for instance Twitter, 

Facebook and LinkedIn, and only lets you post as one persona.  The low-cost paid for 

version will allow you to post as multiple personas across more media. 

Hootsuite is basic, but it’s easy to use, tried and tested and it has a free 

version. 

www.hootsuite.com 

 

If you’re still posting by hand to Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and more “by 

hand”, the Hootsuite is a no-brainer.  It’s also far superior in terms of usability to 

TweetDeck for instance.  The pro-version will allow your whole team to work 

together for about $15 a month, and it has a number of useful features that let you 

respond through Hootsuite, schedule at the optimum time, manage a lot more 

profiles and so on.  

 Its competitor BufferApp.com is free, but not so powerful and with fewer 

intelligent features. 

 

BufferApp.com 
As the name suggests, this is originally a queuing system that lets you put your 

posts for various media into the system and then sends them later on.  If you look at 

the way it works, it isn’t as effective as Hootsuite, nor does it save as much time.  It is 

free of course, but then so is the basic level of Hootsuite.  About the only advantage is 

that you can run 12 social media profiles through BufferApp, but only 3 through the 

free version of Hootsuite. 

 

 

After Hootsuite and BufferApp come some tools which can really turbocharge 

your effectiveness, combining the video submission, email marketing, contact 

collection and Social media posting in one all-powerful tool.  When tools like Traffic 
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Geyser came out a few years ago, they catapulted sites to the top rankings in Google 

in just days and brought traffic in spades.  Nowadays, Google’s model has become 

more discerning, and you can’t just post any old video which one is going to watch or 

share or gain value from.  However, if you work on quality, shareable content, these 

tools will truly turbocharge your efforts and gain you both traffic and email addresses 

in a seamless system. 

 

Traffic Geyser 2.0 

Video is still massive and in massive growth.  Just one look at the popularity of video 
services such as Youtube, Viddler, Vimeo, DailyMotion and a dozen others will show 
you how popular this is. Research has shown that people always prefer to watch a 
video than to read text since it is more entertaining and visually stimulating; and we 
definitely learn better with visuals than with text.  

What Is It? Traffic Geyser 1 was an online application designed and released by Frank 
Sousa and Mike Koenigs. Traffic geyser was basically a video distribution service and 
while it does many more things than this, video is what it does best. Before Traffic 
Geyser, if you wanted to spread your video all over the Internet you would have to 
manually create accounts at each of the popular video hosting websites such as 
Youtube and submit each one individually. It’s a good strategy, but an exceptionally 
time-consuming process. 

How does it work? Traffic Geyser 1 handles a lot of the labour for you by taking your 
videos and submitting them to all the major video hosting services on the web at the 
same time. It automatically fills in all the metadata such as the title, description and 
keywords for you, so you don’t have to type it in for every single one. If you had 10 
videos to submit to the web, and you wanted to submit these videos to 20 of the 
most popular video content websites, it might take would take 12-15 hours. That’s 2 
full days of work just to submit 10 videos.  

With Traffic Geyser, you fill in your metadata such as keywords, descriptions and 
titles once. Then you configure a few settings and away you go. So that takes you 5 
minutes per video, and then every subsequent website they are submitted to will be 
done for you. So with the Traffic Geyser method the whole process will take you just 
under one hour to complete, whereas doing it manually will take you 2 days. Traffic 
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Geyser is a massive time saver. There is a $1 trial where you will be offered the full 
version of Traffic Geyser for $97 per month. 

Expensive, but it depends what your budget is.  If you’re a professional outfit 
creating a lot of good, shareable content, then why not make the most of that 
content? 

Traffic Geyser is great for two things things. Traffic and search optimization, which 
leads to more traffic.  If you have one video on the top 20 major video sharing sites, 
and you get 1000 views on each site, that means you will have 10,000 eyeballs on 
your videos. If you’ve created arresting, surprising or hilarious content, this can add a 
huge, viral element to any marketing you’re doing.  

SEO: The higher the content is ranked in Google or the closer to the 1st page you 
appear the more potential visitors you can attract. With the recent Panda and other 
updates at Google that were aimed at cleaning up spam from within their web index, 
link diversity has quickly shot-up as one of the most important things to consider 
when building links to your website.  The same with likes and shares and traffic from 
social media.  In addition to diversifying your traffic sources (which is extremely 
important) by getting traffic through video sites, another huge benefit of Traffic 
Geyser is the boost it will provide to your seo efforts by giving you a healthy variety 
of quality backlinks from top ranked, trusted video sites. 

Remember, these days no gets any traffic from putting out boring, spam content.  
Don’t waste your money unless you’ve created some really good content, especially 
videos. 

The new version, Traffic Geyser 2.0 is now a completely renewed and powerful 
system. The latest additions to the Traffic Geyser service are the creation and 
distribution of articles and blog posts to websites all across the internet. No longer is 
it just a video submission service. It can even create entire websites and blogs for 
you at the touch of a button. Not only that, but they added postcards, e-mail 
marketing and mobile messaging into the mix as well. Their aim is to make it a fully-
fledged one-stop marketing solution for beginners and pros alike. It is super 
effective, quite easy to use and can be affordable depending on your usage. Not only 
have they added new modules and services but they have beefed up the video 
distribution system immensely too. It has recaptured some of its old glory and is back 
on top as one of the best traffic generation systems out there at any price.  It does 
work – you just have to think about the price. 

http://www.theattentionbusiness.com/
http://www.tomlinsondigital.com/


 

www.TheAttentionBusiness.com 

 

www.TomlinsonDigital.com 

 

 

You do have options however, including the much less expensive ContentBuzz, Veoh 
and the superpowerful Hubspot. 

Hubspot 
Hubspot really walks the walk as a tool for social media professionals.  Given 

the pricing ($300 a month and up), and the way you don’t get that much for the $300 

a month option, I’d have to say this is a tool best suited to corporate departments 

and to digital agencies who can really leverage their investment. 

Hubspot themselves simply sweat great content, testimonials and case 

studies.  It’s all very impressive. 

Hubspot is an overarching system to handle all of your content marketing and 

data collection and social media management, plus a platform to build web sites, 

forums, blogs, message boards and goodness knows what else. 

It’s complex and big, so it’s not as easy to use as Traffic Geyser.  The other 

complain I often hear about Hubspot is that it’s so all-encompassing that you could 

never leave it!  Replacing all the content you have not only shared via its submission 

system, but created and hosted on Hubspot, means that you’d struggle to leave the 

platform without abandoning a lot of assets.  And since we should remember the 

basic tenet of content and Social Media marketing is about building long term assets 

in your business, you’d be bound to leave assets behind. 

With a list of email addresses, you can download and take it with you, but 

when all that stuff is hosted on Hubspot, it becomes a monumental task. 

The same is kind of true on Traffic Geyser 2.0 if use their micro-sites as landing 

pages, but it’s not as extensive.  You could say the same thing to a lesser extent with 

the other platforms. 

Conversely, if you’re a digital agency, it means your clients will struggle to 

leave you, but that’s another story. 
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ContentBuzz 
ContentBuzz is a cheaper option but looks a little messy and underinvested.  It 

may be best to leave well alone, since it doesn’t look as though the owners are 

updating. 

However, this platform does have a free option and it will handle a wide 

variety of media across a wide range of social media. 

 

Veoh 

Veoh is more suited to people in the media, TV and video industries who want to 
showcase their artistic and technical work.  Veoh is an open platform for content 
publishers of all sizes and sophistication who want to reach tomorrow’s television 
audience. Currently more than 100,000 publishers – from forward-thinking, well-
known entertainment brands to independent, made-for-the-Web producers – use 
Veoh to connect with an audience of more than 28 million engaged, influential 
viewers. In addition, Veoh’s unique publisher optimization program gives publishers 
powerful tools to help them raise awareness of their content and cultivate loyal 
viewing audiences. 

 

Scope of distribution 

 Veoh not only distributes and tracks your videos, they host user videos making 
it a way to showcase what you got. 

 You can publish across networks (they call it Syndication) to send your video 
to YouTube, MySpace, Blogger, WordPress, and Google with the option of 
specifying rights for commenting and sharing the video. 

Promotion 

 Veoh does not help you promote but they do have an instant audience who 
will see your videos, making distribution an attractive option. If you have a 
web series, short film or short entertainment videos the Veoh audience may 
be a good fit. 

 Use categories, tags, and details to better place your video content. 
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You can track viewership, ratings, comments, and downloads. 

And best of all it’s free. 

 

OneLoad.com – by TubeMogul 
This again is a video-focused product, and while Traffic Geyser 2.0 has added a 

lot more strings to its bow for traffic and lead generation, OneLoad seems still more 

about video, plus it’s just as expensive. 

TubeMogul, which is the technology firm which spun off this distribution 

service, is all about paid for distribution, especially the placing of video ads in other 

news and video sharing sites and ads in free apps.  It’s a rapidly growing market and 

if you want to advertise that way, Tubemogul is the place for you. 

But I digress.  OneLoad is a video distribution service from TubeMogul that 
places your video content across multiple sites with just a few clicks. The software 
has a free option--a great way to assess whether the service is useful for your 
enterprise--and starts at $150/month for basic features, or $75/month with a year's 
commitment. The free service is good for most small to midsize businesses--and 
there is no catch. Aside from enterprise sales, the company makes their money by 
aggregating statistics about video and selling it along with the data harvested from 
other clients. Here's a full list of partner sites. 

OneLoad is a good system but it’s no cheaper and above all it was created for a 
different purpose.  The software was created to insert video ads all around the web 
and collect excellent stats for the advertisers.  As such, the analytics you’ll get are 
superb, and the quality controls are excellent, if a little fussy to handle. 

It’s not as easy or intuitive to use as Hootsuite or Traffic Geyser 2.0. 
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