Virtual School Accountability

Statutory Requirements by School Type for Full-Time Virtual School Programs

Subject to:
SIP Required .
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(##-7004)
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FULL TIME K-12 VIRTUAL
CHARTER SCHOOLS (MSID YES NO NO NO NO D-F only
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Charter
Provider

All full-time virtual schools with a unique MSID number receive a school grade pursuant to section 1008.34, Florida
Statutes. Full-time statewide providers receive a provider grade on an 800-point scale with assessment-based
growth and performance measures only.

Relevant Citations

Section 1002.33, Florida Statutes

Charter schools.—
(5) SPONSOR; DUTIES.—

(a) Sponsoring entities.—

1. Adistrict school board may sponsor a charter school in the county over which the district school board has
jurisdiction.

2. A state university may grant a charter to a lab school created under s. 1002.32 and shall be considered to be
the school’s sponsor. Such school shall be considered a charter lab school.
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(9)(n)1. The director and a representative of the governing board of a charter school that has earned a grade of
“D” or “F” pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to present information concerning each
contract component having noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the governing board shall
submit to the sponsor for approval a school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon approval by
the sponsor, the charter school shall begin implementation of the school improvement plan. The department shall
offer technical assistance and training to the charter school and its governing board and establish guidelines for
developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

Section 1002.37, Florida Statutes

The Florida Virtual School.—

(1)(@) The Florida Virtual School is established for the development and delivery of online and distance learning
education. The Commissioner of Education shall monitor the school’s performance and report its performance to
the State Board of Education and the Legislature.

(c) To ensure students are informed of the opportunities offered by the Florida Virtual School, the commissioner
shall provide the board of trustees of the Florida Virtual School access to the records of public school students in a
format prescribed by the board of trustees. The board of trustees of the Florida Virtual School shall identify
appropriate performance measures and standards based on student achievement that reflect the school’s
statutory mission and priorities, and shall implement an accountability system for the school that includes
assessment of its effectiveness and efficiency in providing quality services that encourage high student
achievement, seamless articulation, and maximum access.

(2)(i) The board of trustees shall establish criteria defining the elements of an approved franchise. The board of
trustees may enter into franchise agreements with Florida district school boards and may establish the terms and
conditions governing such agreements. The board of trustees shall establish the performance and accountability

measures and report the performance of each school district franchise to the Commissioner of Education.

(10) The Florida Virtual School shall receive a school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34 for students receiving full-time
instruction.

(11) The Auditor General shall conduct an operational audit of the Florida Virtual School, including Florida
Virtual School Global. The scope of the audit shall include, but not be limited to, the administration of
responsibilities relating to personnel; procurement and contracting; revenue production; school funds, including
internal funds; student enrollment records; franchise agreements; information technology utilization, assets, and
security; performance measures and standards; and accountability. The final report on the audit shall be
submitted to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives no later than January
31, 2014.
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Section 1002.45, Florida Statutes

Virtual instruction programs.—
(1) PROGRAM.—

(a) For purposes of this section, the term:

1. “Approved provider” means a provider that is approved by the Department of Education under subsection (2),
the Florida Virtual School, a franchise of the Florida Virtual School, or a Florida College System institution.

(8) ASSESSMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
(a) Each approved provider contracted under this section must:

1. Participate in the statewide assessment program under s. 1008.22 and in the state’s education performance
accountability system under s. 1008.31.

2. Receive a school grade under s. 1008.34 or a school improvement rating under s. 1008.341, as applicable. The
school grade or school improvement rating received by each approved provider shall be based upon the
aggregated assessment scores of all students served by the provider statewide. The department shall publish the
school grade or school improvement rating received by each approved provider on its Internet website. The
department shall develop an evaluation method for providers of part-time programs which includes the
percentage of students making learning gains, the percentage of students successfully passing any required end-
of-course assessment, the percentage of students taking Advanced Placement examinations, and the percentage
of students scoring 3 or higher on an Advanced Placement examination.

(b) The performance of part-time students in grades 9 through 12 shall not be included for purposes of school
grades or school improvement ratings under subparagraph (a)2.; however, their performance shall be included for
school grading or school improvement rating purposes by the non-virtual school providing the student’s primary
instruction.

(c) An approved provider that receives a school grade of “D” or “F” under s. 1008.34 or a school improvement
rating of “Declining” under s. 1008.341 must file a school improvement plan with the department for consultation
to determine the causes for low performance and to develop a plan for correction and improvement.

(d) An approved provider’s contract must be terminated if the provider receives a school grade of “D” or “F”
under s. 1008.34 or a school improvement rating of “Declining” under s. 1008.341 for 2 years during any
consecutive 4-year period or has violated any qualification requirement pursuant to subsection (2). A provider
that has a contract terminated under this paragraph may not be an approved provider for a period of at least 1
year after the date upon which the contract was terminated and until the department determines that the
provider is in compliance with subsection (2) and has corrected each cause of the provider’s low performance.
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(9) EXCEPTIONS.—A provider of digital or online content or curriculum that is used to supplement the
instruction of students who are not enrolled in a virtual instruction program under this section is not required to
meet the requirements of this section.

Section 1008.33, Florida Statutes

Authority to enforce public school improvement.—

(3)(b) Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, the Department of Education shall annually identify each public
school in need of intervention and support to improve student academic performance. All schools earning a grade
of “D” or “F” pursuant to s. 1008.34 are schools in need of intervention and support.

(c) The state board shall adopt by rule a differentiated matrix of intervention and support strategies for assisting
traditional public schools identified under this section and rules for implementing s. 1002.33(9)(n), relating to
charter schools.

Section 1001.452, Florida Statutes

District and school advisory councils.—
(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(a) The district school board shall establish an advisory council for each school in the district and shall develop
procedures for the election and appointment of advisory council members. Each school advisory council shall
include in its name the words “school advisory council.” The school advisory council shall be the sole body
responsible for final decision making at the school relating to implementation of ss. 1001.42(18) and 1008.345. A
majority of the members of each school advisory council must be persons who are not employed by the school
district. Each advisory council shall be composed of the principal and an appropriately balanced number of
teachers, education support employees, students, parents, and other business and community citizens who are
representative of the ethnic, racial, and economic community served by the school. Career center and high school
advisory councils shall include students, and middle and junior high school advisory councils may include students.
School advisory councils of career centers and adult education centers are not required to include parents as
members. Council members representing teachers, education support employees, students, and parents shall be
elected by their respective peer groups at the school in a fair and equitable manner as follows:

1. Teachers shall be elected by teachers.

2. Education support employees shall be elected by education support employees.
3. Students shall be elected by students.

4. Parents shall be elected by parents.

The district school board shall establish procedures to be used by schools in selecting business and community
members that include means of ensuring wide notice of vacancies and of taking input on possible members from
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local business, chambers of commerce, community and civic organizations and groups, and the public at large.
The district school board shall review the membership composition of each advisory council. If the district school
board determines that the membership elected by the school is not representative of the ethnic, racial, and
economic community served by the school, the district school board shall appoint additional members to achieve
proper representation. The commissioner shall determine if schools have maximized their efforts to include on
their advisory councils minority persons and persons of lower socioeconomic status. Although schools are strongly
encouraged to establish school advisory councils, the district school board of any school district that has a student
population of 10,000 or fewer may establish a district advisory council which includes at least one duly elected
teacher from each school in the district. For the purposes of school advisory councils and district advisory
councils, the term “teacher” includes classroom teachers, certified student services personnel, and media
specialists. For purposes of this paragraph, “education support employee” means any person employed by a
school who is not defined as instructional or administrative personnel pursuant to s. 1012.01 and whose duties
require 20 or more hours in each normal working week.

(2) DUTIES.—Each advisory council shall perform functions prescribed by regulations of the district school board;
however, no advisory council shall have any of the powers and duties now reserved by law to the district school
board. Each school advisory council shall assist in the preparation and evaluation of the school improvement plan
required pursuant to s. 1001.42(18). With technical assistance from the Department of Education, each school
advisory council shall assist in the preparation of the school’s annual budget and plan as required by s.
1008.385(1). A portion of funds provided in the annual General Appropriations Act for use by school advisory
councils must be used for implementing the school improvement plan.
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