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Good evening. Thank you for allowing me to speak with you tonight. My name is Linda 

Linn and I am an Area Education Agency consultant. I wear many hats in my profession 

travelling all over northwest Iowa where I work with students in many different schools.  The 

roles give me a unique opportunity to see a cross-section of what happens in schools that struggle 

with budgets and the effects these struggles have on our students. 

 

Beanie Babies, the Macarena, Baywatch and Bill Clinton were all popular in the 1990’s. 

That’s also the copyright on some of the science and social studies textbooks and other 

curriculum used in the schools I visit. Schools have put off purchasing current and up-to-date 

materials due to years of budget cuts.  

  

There are teacher-librarians that go to five school libraries in three different towns - each 

week.  Teacher-librarians don’t just check out books – they help students with technology, 

problem-solving, and literacy.   

  

The budget crunches created cuts in school supports for children with behavior needs. We 

have fewer professional school counselors, nurses and services for at-risk students. This is 

exacerbated in many rural communities in Iowa, which as many of you know, already lack 

sufficient mental health services for students & families. 
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A young high school student I know who is diagnosed with ADHD, OCD, & RAD is 

struggling in classroom academics because the support staff in her school have been cut and the 

structure she needs – checking on her assignments, helping with organization, etc – aren’t there 

anymore.  The school counselor is trying to meet with her, but is also in several other buildings 

in other towns. When we open our public school doors to every student, we are supposed to be 

able to offer them the services, assistance and learning environment they need in order to give 

them the best possible chance at success. I ask you, how are we giving this young woman that 

opportunity? 

  

Poverty also affects student learning. Teachers are using more of their own money or 

asking friends for donations for basic supplies to address this need because the state will not.  I 

did an average of school supply costs for multiple districts across our AEA (14 rural counties) 

and multiple grade levels.  When I include a basic backpack – the costs for one student averages 

between $40.00 and $60.00 and that doesn’t include milk, lunches, clothing, etc.  Educators used 

to have a budget but that has been slashed and so they are going to garage sales to spend their 

own money for classroom toys, supplies. There are some issues I see in my job that will take 

years to address, but adequate funding does not have to be one of them. Please support 

Supplemental State Aid at 6 percent. Please be responsible to Iowa’s students.  




