August 15, 2007

Hon. James P. King, Chair

New York Temporary State Commission on Lobbying

Two Empire State Plaza, 18th Floor

Albany, New York  12223-1254

Dear Chairman King,

I am writing to respectfully request that the Commission review the status of Joseph Sandler, specifically as to whether he must register as a lobbyist with the Commission. 

As per reports in the Times Union (Capitol Confidential blog dated August 9, 2007, "Senate has a Visitor"; and the New York Daily News (The Daily Politics blog dated August 9, 2007, "Senate Democrats Bring in a Big Gun"), attorney Joseph Sandler is

advising Senate Democrats "to make sure the hearings don't roam too far from their stated intent to discuss legislation that would restrict the use of state aircraft and other proposed laws."  

 

Legislative Law section 1-c(c) defines lobbying as "any attempt to influence...the passage or defeat of any legislation..."  The press reports suggest that Mr. Sandler is engaged in exactly such activity.  

Although the reports also state that Mr. Sandler is working pro bono, my understanding of the Commission's policy is that the value of his time would be calculated at the rate he would normally charge for the such services for purposes of determining whether

the $5,000 threshold has been met. 

I would appreciate the Commission's determination as to whether Mr. Sandler's activities, if correctly reported, are in conformance with the requirements of the Lobbying Act.

Sincerely,

Matthew Walter

Director of Communications

New York Republican State Committee

