
With more than 40 years experience in higher 
education including 11 as a full-time faculty member, 
esteemed educator, scientist and attorney Donald J. 
Farish, Ph.D., will become the 10th president of Roger 
Williams University on July 1, 2011.

A native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, Dr. Farish 
immigrated to the United States in 1963 to pursue his 
graduate education after receiving his bachelor’s degree 
in zoology from the University of British Columbia. 

He holds a master of science degree in entomology from North Carolina State University, a Ph.D. 
in biology from Harvard University and a juris doctor from the University of Missouri. A respected 
scientist in his field, Dr. Farish is the author of six biology textbooks and has authored and co-authored 
numerous articles on entomology and animal behavior.

A celebrated academic leader, Dr. Farish joins Roger Williams following a 13-year post as president 
of Rowan University in Glassboro, N.J., where he transformed the respected regional institution 
into a world-class university known for its innovative academic programs. At Rowan, Dr. Farish was 
responsible for the physical expansion of the campus, including the construction of new academic 
facilities for science, medicine, teacher education and technology research; almost 2,000 additional 
student residence beds to accommodate rapidly expanding enrollment; and a 26-acre downtown 
redevelopment project to connect the borough of Glassboro with the University.

Throughout his career in higher education, Dr. Farish has demonstrated tremendous commitment 
to teaching and learning, always considering himself a member of the faculty who also provides 
administrative leadership. During his tenure at Rowan, Dr. Farish elevated the institution from second 
tier to top tier, where it is ranked third among public master's level universities in the North by U.S. 
News & World Report. He also created incentive programs to enhance student-faculty interaction and 
established a plan to bring an additional 50 tenure-track faculty members to the university. 

Prior to assuming presidency of Rowan University in 1998, Dr. Farish held academic and 
administrative positions at Sonoma State University, the University of Rhode Island and the University 
of Missouri. His commitment to shared governance has earned him a reputation as a collaborative and 
inspirational leader dedicated to preparing students for life in a just society, and to turning challenges 
into opportunities. A sought-after voice in higher education, Dr. Farish served as one of 20 sitting 
presidents and chancellors at a July 2010 Presidential Roundtable organized in Washington, D.C., by 
the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education to discuss the future of higher education 
in the U.S.

Dr. Farish is committed to giving back to the community and has recently served in a volunteer 
capacity at the United Way of Gloucester County and on the Executive Committee of the Greater 
Camden Partnership, a group of leaders from business, medicine and education devoted to the 
revitalization of the city of Camden, N.J., the second-poorest city in America.

Dr. Farish and his wife, Maia, will live at the University Residence on Ferry Road in Bristol, R.I.
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