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An individual from my community who has demonstrated the responsibilities of being a citizen is Mrs. Shirley Kelly.  I first knew Shirley in a professional capacity when I worked as a teacher at a childcare center, during which time she served on the center’s board of directors.  It was here that I first discovered Shirley’s passion and commitment to the needs and development of our community’s young people.  

For 22 years Shirley taught mathematics at Charles City High School.  During her time there she sponsored the Mu Alpha Theta chapter, advised the National Honor Society, and served on a committee to coordinate student teaching.  Shirley also wrote a grant during her time at CCHS that opened the daycare center, ‘Children of Our Children.’  This center, located on the high school campus, provided childcare for teen mothers and district employees.    

After her teaching career, Shirley joined the AEA as a Math and Early Childhood Consultant.  In this role she worked on curriculum instruction and assessment, helping transform schools to meet students’ needs.  Shirley was instrumental in implementing the standards based curriculum, serving as the School Improvement Director for both Charles City and Osage.  It was also during this time that she began attending Town Meetings.  The main topic of these was the need for a community childcare center.  Within two years the facility was up and running with Shirley serving on its board of directors.       

After 10 years at the AEA, Shirley returned to Charles City High School to lead as principal.  Here she focused on the education to career transition, placing more emphasis on career technology.  She also met the needs of those planning to attend college, partnering with a community college to make college credits available to high school students.  Finally, Shirley transformed Charles City’s alternative high school.  She recognized its worth and importance as an option, and doubled its personnel and therefore its students.   

Although Shirley retired from the workforce in 2008, she did not retire from the community.  She currently serves on the alternative school’s advisory board, recently facilitated the committee to reelect school board members, and is the executive director of the community’s childcare center.  As the executive director Shirley writes grants, has created positions to ensure a quality organization, and has partnered with the public library, arts center, rest homes, and YMCA in order to provide children with more connections to the community.  

It was in her role as high school principal that I first had the privilege of working with Shirley Kelly.  During her last year I was hired to teach art.  As a first year teacher there is much to learn and many questions to ask.  I admired Shirley for what she taught me and how she responded to my inquiries.  She was supportive and encouraging, and caring towards her staff as well as her students.  Shirley Kelly is truly a citizen who is passionate and committed to the needs and development of our community’s future - its young people.
