Guadalupe Aquino – Perry – Dallas County
Throughout my community, many exceptional citizens work hard to keep Perry a safe and enjoyable environment.  Perry has been my home for twelve years, and has served as a critical part of my personal development.  Coming from a large city in California, I have learned to appreciate the wonderful aspects of a small town community where people are devoted to the well-being of the whole community.  Reverend Edwin Moreno has been an inspiration to the Perry, especially the Hispanic minority.  He is an ideal citizen who embodies desirable qualities:  responsibility, goodwill, sympathy, determination, and dedication.

Reverend Edwin Moreno has proved his responsibility and dedication to the community needs in many ways.  For the past three years he and his wife, Ivette Moreno, have held a kid’s Bible summer camp.  With the help of many teenagers, they have managed to successfully run this camp.  The program is educational, fun, and beneficial for parents who don’t have a caretaker for their kids.  From this program, many kids have enjoyed making crafts, taking fieldtrips to recreational areas, and hanging out with positive role models.  Reverend Moreno’s dedication to helping out needy parents of the community has developed into a fun program for kids.  

A key characteristic of Reverend Moreno is his determination.  Being a fulltime leader of the Hispanic Pentecostal church, Iglesia Cristo Viene, he’s been exposed to many problems faced by his congregation and community.  For over ten years, he has been determined to help out people with any problems.  From helping new community members find a place to live to promoting his congregation’s participation in the food pantry program, he has been devoted to helping people.  Although he is faced with economical problems of his own, he is always determined to help out others.  

Not only is Reverend Moreno aware of his responsibility toward the local community, but he is also aware of his responsibility to the global community.  He is fully aware that the world is becoming more and more connected, and that we cannot selfishly neglect the needs of third world countries.  For various years now, he has demonstrated his good will and sympathy for less fortunate countries.  As more and more immigrants poured into Perry, he realized that people around the world were looking to escape poverty and hunger.  Reverend Moreno began to raise awareness in his congregation of the need in third world countries.  Through his effort in raising awareness, he managed to raise enough money to sponsor churches in Mexico and Central America.  The congregation has also become involved with mission trips to the impoverished parts of Central America.  They have set-up a sister church in Guatemala that receives economic help from the Perry church members.  This help goes to buying food and medicine for various families.  The program has also helped teenagers in the community become aware of these global issues.  Many of these teens have become actively involved with the program, and they have even traveled to Central America.  

Surely, Reverend Edwin Moreno exemplifies an ideal citizen.  His responsibility, goodwill, sympathy, determination, and dedication have inspired the Perry community.  Living in a community that cares about its citizens, has provided me with the perfect model of citizenship.  To learn from devoted people like Reverend Moreno is only one of many perks of living in Perry, Iowa.

