Emily Vonderhaar – Humboldt – Humboldt County
An Outstanding Citizen to My Community

To be a good citizen to the community in which you live means different things to different people. In my opinion, a person that qualifies as a good citizen is a person that gives back, shows pride and dedication in their work, and is personable and responsive to everyone in the community. A good and responsible citizen should also be kind and compassionate. The person who comes to mind in the community of Humboldt from which I live that fits those criteria is Ron Rasmussen. Ron and I have attended the same church since I have been alive, Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church. He is actively involved with the church and its functions. Every time I see him, whether in passing or at an event, he brings a smile to my face because he has a smile on his. I’ve never seen him be rude or impatient before, and I doubt that I ever will. He is truly the type of person that would give you the shirt off his back if needed, no questions asked.

Ron Rasmussen has done many things for Humboldt High School, the high school in which I attend, in addition to the church. The art teacher, Deb Miller who is a spectacular person as well, needed some extra help throughout the year with her jewelry class. Ron willingly stepped up and volunteered his services to her. Now, he comes to the high school during the jewelry class almost every day. He helps students with the welding and other difficult and hazardous aspects of jewelry making. Everyone appreciates the time he puts into helping out at the school, and enjoys his company. He has been volunteering his time for almost three years now. Mrs. Miller is thrilled that he helps her all through the school year. That in itself is a reason that I consider Ron Rasmussen to be an outstanding member of the community. However, Ron’s involvement with Humboldt High School doesn’t stop there. He began a trap shooting club for the school. It was entirely his idea to start this program in which many students are involved. With a warm and welcome smile and a real passion for the program, a high interest took on for the club. He enjoys very much teaching those involved in this extra-curricular activity. He and his group of trap shooters have gone as far as entering little competitions. That is how dedicated Ron Rasmussen is to his services. 

The close-knit small town of Humboldt is full of friendly people, but Ron is the first one that came to mind after reading the essay topic. I hope that someday people will look up to me the same way many look up to Ron, and treat me with the same respectfulness as well. A person who earns respect receives it, and Ron receives respect from everyone
