
What is the Iowan of the Day program?
The Iowan of the Day program, sponsored by Cookies Food Products and the Iowa State Fair Blue Ribbon 
Foundation, honors outstanding Iowans who show their true Iowa spirit through continued community 
service, while exemplifying the qualities and characteristics associated with Iowa - integrity, dependability, 
sense of community and a strong work ethic. 

Why was this program created?
Created in 1997, the Iowan of the Day program was created to recognize and celebrate Iowans who make 
this state a great place to live. People across the state assist the Blue Ribbon Foundation in their efforts to 
renovate the Fairgrounds.  This program is a way to say thank you to Iowans for all their support. Since its 
establishment, the program has honored 130 Iowans.

How are the Iowan of the Day winners recognized?
Each winner is given a day to shine during the Iowa State Fair.  On their day, each is recognized at an awards 
ceremony on the Anne & Bill Riley Stage.

What do winners receive?
Each Iowan of the Day receives $200 cash, accommodations at the Des Moines Downtown Marriot for the 
night proceeding their award day, VIP parking at the Fair, gate admissions, Grandstand tickets, special use of 
the Iowan of the Day golf cart, and one-year subscriptions to Iowan and Iowan Gardening magazines.

What are some of the activities that have set past winners apart?
Past Iowan of the Day winners have been involved in service activities, educational projects and youth pro-
grams and have held various leadership positions.  They have also been recognized for their special achieve-
ments and accomplishments in their communities.

Who is eligible to be an Iowan of the Day?
Any person currently residing in Iowa is eligible for nomination.

Where can I get a nomination form?
Nomination forms are available at your local post office.  Forms can also be downloaded at www.bluerib-
bonfoundation.org/iotd or requested by calling the Blue Ribbon Foundation at 1-800-450-3732.

What is the Blue Ribbon Foundation?
The Blue Ribbon Foundation is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization. 
Since its establishment in 1993, the Foundation has raised over $80 million 
for renovations and improvements to the 
Iowa State Fairgrounds.
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