
 
 

Senators Kirsten Gillibrand and Chuck Schumer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Dear Senators Gillibrand and Schumer, 

On March 31, the New York Department of Environmental Conservation, for the second time, delayed its 
decision about Greenidge Generation LLC’s air permit renewal until June 30, two days after the gubernatorial 
primary. That’s three additional months to operate and expand while harming the climate, our natural 
resources, and our region’s $3 billion, 58,000-employee agri-tourism industry. Meanwhile, the cryptocurrency 
industry is spending millions to sway lawmakers in its favor over the very real livelihoods of New Yorkers. 

We are grateful for the letters you sent to the EPA in Fall 2021 encouraging the Agency to involve itself in the 
DEC’s review of Greenidge’s air permits. But it has been more than seven months, and our fight is still ongoing 
and growing even more urgent.  

We know you are concerned about Greenidge and the precedent the DEC’s decision will set for the growing and 
unchecked Bitcoin mining industry in New York State, which is why we have made requests to your offices to 
engage in this fight and join us in the Finger Lakes for a tour. We need your support now and urge you to accept 
our invitation and visit Seneca Lake as soon as possible, where you can meet the New Yorkers whose businesses, 
health, and wellbeing are paying the price for Greenidge’s operations.  

Senator Gillibrand, as an upstate New Yorker, member of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, and a longtime 
advocate for New York’s farmers, we shouldn’t need to tell you how harmful Greenidge’s massive amounts of air 
and water pollution are. As you said when discussing your cryptocurrency regulation bill “the environment is 
important to a lot of people.” We are those people — and we’d like to point out that whether or not people 
count the environment as an issue that is “important” to them, the consequences of climate change do not 
exclude those who don’t care. You suggested relying on “consumer choice” and “transparency” to regulate 
cryptomining, but banking on those tactics to regulate an industry that sees no issue with reviving closed fossil 
fuel-powered plants in the middle of a climate crisis is not what New Yorkers elected you for.  

New Yorkers elected our senators to advocate for sane policy that is in our best interest, not sit quietly while a 
Connecticut-based private equity firm destroys our region and sets a dangerous precedent for the rest of the 
nation all to make a select few very, very rich.  

We understand that you both have a positive relationship with Governor Hochul, who has been mostly silent on 
this issue. We are asking for you both to show her what bold climate leadership looks like by accepting our 
invitation for a tour and taking a stand on one of the biggest emerging threats to the climate and New York’s 



 
energy goals. Meet with the New Yorkers whose livelihoods are suffering because of Greenidge, in the region 
that Senator Gillibrand pushed to be made a National Heritage Site.  

We need our US Senators to take a position on what's happening in their backyard for the good of New York, the 
nation, and the planet.  

Sincerely, 

Seneca Lake Guardian 

Food & Water Watch 

NYPIRG 

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 

Sierra Club Finger Lakes Group 

Committee to Preserve the Finger Lakes 

Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative 

FrackBustersNY 

Clean Air Action Network of Glens Falls 

Climate Reality Project, Long Island 

Climate Reality Project, Finger Lakes Greater Region NY Chapter 

The Clean Air Coalition of WNY 

NYPAN Greene 

NYPAN Enviro 

Sustainable Tompkins 

Sane Energy Project 

Climate Reality Project, Western New York Chapter 

Protect Orange County 

Chemung County Mothers Out Front 



 
People for a Healthy Environment, Chemung & Steuben Counties, NY 

Elmirans & Friends Against Fracking 

Coalition to Protect New York 

NY Water Action 

Grassroots Environmental Education 

Alliance for a Green Economy 

Climate Reality Project, New York City 

New Yorkers for Clean Power 

Climate Reality Project, Westchester 

 

 

 

 


