
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND  
2010 APPROPRIATIONS – M.L. 2010, Ch. 362 

*Includes $247,000 in Subd. 4 that were transferred from unused balances of project appropriations made in 2005 and 
2009. 

SUMMARY OF 2010 APPROPRIATIONS BY SUBDIVISION ($26,144,000*) 

SUBD. 3. Natural Resource Data and Information: $4,920,000 (11 appropriations) 
 Collection, mapping, interpretation, and delivery of foundational data pertaining to groundwater, wetlands, and 

bird populations. 
 Assessment, planning, and outreach for bird conservation, farmland conservation, watershed protection, and 

the development of local food and perennial biofuels markets. 
 Research, analysis, and outreach pertaining to moose habitat, pollinator decline, groundwater sustainability, 

carbon sequestration, and the application of unique microorganisms for bioenergy and bioremediation uses. 

SUBD. 4. Land, Habitat, and Recreation: $10,438,000 (9 appropriations) 
 Development and implementation of a habitat restoration training program. 
 Protection, restoration, and enhancement of priority land and habitat through fee title acquisition, conservation 

easements, and related efforts. 
 Expansion of state outdoor recreational opportunities through improvement and expansion of parks and other 

public lands. 
 Assessment and planning to reduce fragmentation and reconnect remaining prairie ecosystems. 
 Outreach and technical assistance for landowners on conservation easements, shoreline protection, and 

wetlands protection. 

SUBD. 5. Water Resources: $3,455,000 (9 appropriations) 
 Research and analysis pertaining to protection of water resources against contaminants including dioxins, 

pharmaceuticals, and compounds that disrupt endocrine system functions in humans, fish, and wildlife. 
 Identification and evaluation of existing sources of sulfate released into surface waters from past mining 

activities and assessment of management and treatment options. 
 Demonstration and assessment of innovative water storage and treatment for agricultural and urban runoff. 
 Research and analysis pertaining to shallow lakes, shoreline, and trout streams that will result in 

recommendations for improved protection and management strategies. 

SUBD. 6. Aquatic and Terrestrial Invasive Species: $1,470,000 (4 appropriations) 
 Continued evaluation of biological control methods for European buckthorn and garlic mustard. 
 Research and analysis pertaining to the potential impacts of emerald ash borer on Minnesota’s black ash 

forest communities and on strategies for helping forests resist invasive species infestation. 
 Evaluation of innovative techniques for management of invasive round goby in Lake Superior. 

SUBD. 7. Renewable Energy: $3,221,000 (4 appropriations) 
 Demonstration of sustainable energy strategies and practices including a pilot renewable energy system 

utilizing wastewater to produce algae biofuels, implementation of renewable energy systems and 
conservation practices at residential environmental learning centers visited by students from around the state, 
and development of habitat restoration harvesting as a biomass source for bioenergy. 

 Research and analysis on sustainable practices to optimize perennial biofuel crop yields while maximizing soil 
carbon storage and resistance to invasive species. 

SUBD. 8. Environmental Education: $2,640,000 (11 appropriations) 
 Training of teachers on integrating environmental and outdoor education into their classrooms and training of 

future conservation professionals through mentoring opportunities. 
 Delivery of environmental education to urban youth and underserved communities through focused outdoors 

experiences. 
 Continued establishment and enhancement of outdoor classrooms throughout the state. 
 Development and delivery of environmental education pertaining to climate change, wolves, and the 

Minnesota River.  

 

SUMMARY OF EXPECTED OUTCOMES ACROSS SUBDIVISIONS FOR ~$26.1 MILLION 
 Natural Resource Inventory, Monitoring, Mapping, and Planning: ~$3.6 million 

Inventory, monitoring, mapping, and planning efforts to obtain critical information and guide relevant decisions and 
efforts over time. This includes acceleration of the MN County Geologic Atlas program; MN Wetlands Inventory; MN 
Breeding Bird Atlas; and plans and recommended guidelines for bird conservation, watershed protection and 
improvement, prairie management, forest management, and farmland preservation.  

 Terrestrial and Aquatic Habitat Acquisition: ~$6.5 million 
Acquisition of an estimated 2,775 acres in a combination of fee title (466 acres) and conservation easements (2,309 
acres). Permanently protected areas will include forests, wetlands, shoreline, prairie, and other habitat for both human 
and animal benefit.  

 Terrestrial and Aquatic Habitat and Parkland Restoration and Improvement: ~$3 million 
Restoration and improvement activities on an estimated 5,800 acres of habitat and parkland. Activities performed will 
include soil preparation, native vegetation installation, structural improvements, invasive species removal, and state 
park capital improvement. 

 Natural Resource Research and Analysis: ~$7.2 million 
Research and analysis projects that will advance our knowledge about and provide recommendations for addressing 
issues relating to aquatic contaminants, groundwater resources, invasive species, pollinator decline, carbon 
sequestration, wildlife habitat, unique ecosystems, and energy production. 

 Environmental Education, Outreach, Demonstration, and Technical Assistance: ~$5.8 million 
Environmental education, outreach, demonstration, and technical assistance efforts that will educate Minnesotans on 
topics including climate change, wildlife, ecosystems, and water resources; demonstrate options for energy efficiency 
and sustainability; and provide training, experiences, and outdoor spaces to facilitate learning about the natural world. 


