
 

 

September 9, 2020 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
The Let NY Vote coalition applauds your leadership in issuing  Executive Order 202.58 along 
with several prior actions which will permit all New York voters who opt to do so to request an 
absentee ballot in the coming General Election. Although New Yorkers face unprecedented 
challenges, access to voting has never been greater and our coalition and voters are grateful to 
you and your colleagues in the legislature for this relief. 
 
However, we write to bring your attention to one crucial voter access accommodation from the 
Spring that has not been acted on thus far: Prepaid return postage for all absentee ballots, 
(including electronic accessible absentee ballots). In light of the short timeframe before the first 
mailing of absentee ballot envelopes, the most expeditious , way to correct this is by issuing a 
further  Executive Order (as occurred in the Spring) to ensure  voters intending to avoid crowds 
and public spaces by voting absentee this Fall need not venture out to purchase stamps 
 
As the Governor is well aware, in light of  the Coronavirus pandemic, the total number of New 
York voters interested in voting remotely by absentee ballots in June Primary Elections  
exceeded previous year totals by ten-fold and those casting absentee ballots were mostly doing 
so for the very first time.  
 
Meanwhile, the same two critical attributes of the pandemic that justified the postage paid return 
accommodation to voters in the New York Primaries continue to be present this Fall: (1) that a 
significant percentage of those carrying  the COVID-19 virus have no symptoms at times when 
they are capable of transmitting it ; and (2) the ongoing threat to community public health that 
justifies reducing density in public spaces will not subside until there is a safe and effective 
vaccine or treatment course that is , widely accessible. . 
 
Consequently, even typically routine errands like the need to locate and purchase stamps can 
create “obstacles” to voting that may negatively impact the very voters who are opting to avoid 
crowds and vote remotely, along with the potential additional risks for spreading the virus to 
vulnerable members of their household.   .  Without this relief, voters could be faced with the 
Hobson’s choice of public exposure to purchase stamps, spending the few funds they have to 
purchase stamps in certain instances or putting their health in greater jeopardy by voting, for 
free, in person at a polling site, or just giving up  and abandoning the exercising of their right to 
vote altogether; thus defeating the basic purpose of the recent Executive Order provisions. This 
is especially so for the component of absentee voters who are most at risk of not surviving the 
virus, such as the elderly and/or those who have a disability that puts them at greater danger 
should they contract the virus. We expect an equally troubling discouraging impact on younger 
voters, who don’t generally have stamps on hand and use the mail infrequently. As things 
presently stand, either way, New York State’s most important citizens - voters - lose and so will 
the State. 
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The need for continuity here is consistent with long-standing constitutional norms that courts 
traditionally rely upon in protecting the process of voting from undue restrictions or obstacles. 
For those voting absentee, requiring them to pay their postage, however eminently reasonable 
this would seem under more normal circumstances, is today far enough imposition to keep them 
from voting in the pandemic era. This is so for all age ranges and demographics. In this age of 
online communication, we have found that many voters simply do not keep stamps in their 
possession at home, and  it is also incorrect to presume that many or most have home printers.  
At the same time,  those on fixed incomes have strained finances and navigate food insecurity.  
For older voters and voters with disabilities, the newfound gift of “convenience“ is really more a 
matter of staying safe and surviving the outbreak by avoiding crowded or highly-trafficked 
public places and limiting public excursions outside their homes; therefore prepaid return 
postage becomes the difference too in whether or not they vote. Having to pay postage is a 
greater regressive burden on low-income voters and voters from historically marginalized 
communities, therefore posing disproportionate impediments upon these populations for voting; 
unfortunately the specter of voter suppression environments loom, for example, where officials 
knowingly make it more difficult for the more vulnerable demographics of society to vote.  
Providing postage prepaid returns for the June party primaries, where most of the voters were 
Democrats, and then not providing prepaid return for the General Election, creates the 
appearance of unequal treatment based on party affiliation. At the very least, the pandemic - 
universally recognized as an unprecedented health emergency - justifies, as long as it lasts, the 
continuity of accommodation to all voters.   
 
Recognizing the heightened importance of voting in the year 2020, the unrivaled uniqueness of 
the pandemic - risk of contagion, high stakes for voters with disabilities, dangers to individual 
and public health, lack of discretionary income for many voters currently and the need for 
compassion (and therefore accommodations wherever practical) especially to those most 
vulnerable, there is a compelling unrelenting need for continuity in how New York conducts its 
elections, at a time when elections are needed most. Saving government costs - even in a time of 
dire budgetary crisis - would not justify the denial of prepaid return postage since this is too 
important to democratic institutions.  
 
 

Academy of Medical & Public Health Services 

ACCESS of WNY 

ADL NY/NJ 

Arab American Association of New York 
 

Bangladeshi American Community Development and Youth Services  

Brooklyn Voters Alliance 

Cabrini Immigrant Services of NYC 
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Center for Popular Democracy 

Central American Refugee Center  

Citizens Union 
Common Cause/NY 

Community Votes. 

Council on American-Islamic Relations, New York (CAIR-NY)  

Disabled In Action of Metropolitan New York 

Dominicanos USA  

Downstate New York ADAPT  

Dutchess County Progressive Action Alliance 
 
Elmont Cultural Center  

Faith in New York 

Generation Citizen 

Generation Vote 

Housing Conservation Coordinations 

Indivisible Westchester 

Interfaith Impact of New York State 

Justice for Migrant Families WNY 

League of Independent Theater  

Literacy Nassau  

Long Island Civic Engagement Table 

Long Island Progressive Coalition 

Lower Hudson Valley DSA 

Make the Road NY 

Morningside Heights Resistance 
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Neighbors Link 

New York Civic Engagement Table  

New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) 

New York State Council of Churches 

Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson 
Open Buffalo 
 
Port Chester Immigrant Defense 

Public Citizen 

PUSH Buffalo 

Saratoga County Economic Opportunity Council, Inc.   

The Arc of Justice 

Upper West Side Action 
Vote Early NY 
 
WESPAC 

 


