
To: Governor Cuomo,  
 
We write in strong support of extending the Child Victims Act lookback window another year, 
allowing more time-barred survivors of sexual violence the chance to pursue justice in civil court. 
This is more important than ever due to the COVID-19 crisis which has closed state courts and 
put a halt to new filings, effectively curtailing the 1 year look-back window to 7 months. Given 
the uncertainty of the current situation, there’s no telling when the courts may open again or 
what state survivors may be in to actually pursue their rights under the law. Just as necessary 
emergency measures have demolished whole industries, survivors will suffer economically 
along with the rest of New York State, hampering our ability to hire lawyers and pursue justice.  
 
We urge you to include the CVA extension (S.7082/A.9036) in the upcoming Budget. 
 
The Child Victims Act is incredibly important legislation that gave adult survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse time to speak out and hold their abusers or liable institutions accountable in civil 
court. After a 13 year battle, the law passed included a lookback window allowing survivors one 
year to file a civil case against the individual or institution no matter how long ago the abuse 
happened.  
 
While the window in New York is limited to one year, New Jersey and North Carolina have two 
year windows and California has a three year window. Vermont and Guam have eliminated the 
civil statute of limitations and Hawaii is on the verge of extending its civil statute of limitations a 
second time. Since New York’s window opened in August 2019, nearly 1,800 cases have been 
filed. Keeping the window open another year will give more survivors time to access to justice. 
More people will come forward, additional abusers will be held responsible and more survivors 
will find closure.  
 
Advocates and survivors worked together for over a decade to pass the Child Victims Act. It has 
now been law for a little over a year, and many survivors across the state -- adults who are 
among the one in four girls and one in six boys who will be abused before the age of 18 in New 
York -- still do not know about their new rights under the new law.  
 
Even survivors who are aware of their rights may need more time to grapple with the emotional 
and psychological costs of pursuing a civil case. The science of trauma is clear: it can take 
decades to deal with the shame and guilt associated with childhood sexual abuse. The decision 
to pursue a claim can be extremely complex. and finding adequate legal representation can be 
time consuming and difficult. COVID-19 further compounds that delay, making it impossible for 
new cases to be filed since the courts are closed. Survivors have had just seven months to 
make this decision and many people who wanted to file cases under the existing window now 
may not be able to. It is imperative that time-barred survivors are able to access the lookback 
window, and that we extend it for those who need more time. 
 

https://ww2.nycourts.gov/courts/9jd/emergency.shtml
https://www.childusa.org/2019sol
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/publications_nsvrc_factsheet_media-packet_statistics-about-sexual-violence_0.pdf


By signing the Child Victims Act into law you have shown that you believe in the rights of 
survivors, including the extension in your budget would be the next step in the vitally important 
work you have already started. 
 
 
 
  
 
Jason Gough, Survivor  
Bridie Farrell, Survivor, Chairwoman and Chief Executive Officer America Loves Kids 
Amelia Tramontano, Survivor, Director NY Loves Kids  
Mary Ellen O’Loughlin, Survivor, Executive Director The Foundation for Survivors of Abuse  
Desirae Brown, Survivor, Co-Founder The Foundation for Survivors of Abuse  
Melanie Blow, Survivor, Stop Abuse Campaign  
Deb Rosen, Executive Director Bivona Child Advocacy Center  
Anna Potter, Associate Executive Director Bivona Child Advocacy Center  
New York State Children's Alliance  
Laura Townsend, Victim Advocate 
Child Advocacy Center of Oswego County 
Asher Lovy, Survivor, Director of Community Organizing - ZA'AKAH  
Victims Assistance Center of Jefferson County  
Renee M. Smith-Rotondo, Program Director Madison County Children’s Advocacy Center  
Arthur J. McGrath, President CallToAction Metro NY  
Robert Corliss, Call to Action Upstate 
Center For Independence of the Disabled, New York 
 


